
Hion readily admits that much of the
misunderstanding that has arisen from his
teachings is the result of his lack of formal
Bible training. In fact, almost immediately
after his having been "born again," Hinn
says, "The Lord launched me into ministry
aI . ht
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In spite of these circumstances, Hinn
founded his present church, Orlando Chris-
tian Center, in 1983. Beginning with just a
few hundred members, that church now
boasts an average weekly attendance of
over 7,000. In addition, Hinn conducts
worldwide crusades and has a daily
television program that airs over the
Trinity Broadcasting Network, headed by
Jan and Paul Crouch.

Although Hinn states that his ministry
throughout the 1970s was shaped by the
writings of men like DL Moody and R.A.
Torrey, he was a strong proponent of
"revelation knowledge"-new truths
revealed to him by God directly-that
were not contained within Scripture. Only
recently has he stated that he will no longer
claim revelation knowledge as the
authority for his teachings.4

More than this, Hinn claims to actually
be a channel for God-that God enters him
and takes over his mind and tongue to the
point where he is unaware of what he has
said. After his sermon on December 31,
1989, at Orlando Christian Center, during
which he gave several future prophecies,
Hinn expressed that he was drunk-
presumably on the Holy Spirit-and asked
someone to tell him what he had just s.rid:

I wish somebody would make sure to
tell me what I said. Did you tape that
brother? Did you lape that? Oh! I was
totally drunk; still drunk!'

It became evident in the early 1980s that
the word-faith teachings of Kenyon,
Hagin, Copeland and others began to have
an enormous impact on Hinn. But shortly
after his encounter with critics of his book,
Hion announced that he no longer holds to
the word-faith teachings.

I really no longer believe the faith
message. I don't think it adds Up.6

This admission appears to be a mixed
blessing. While it's good news that Hinn
has recognized the error of the word-faith
message (at least some of its elements), his
rationale is faulty. Whether or not the
word-faith message adds up isn't the issue.
This implies that it doesn't work. But even
if it did work it's not biblical. And that's
the problem with all false teachings.
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B
enny Hinn, pastor of Orlando Chris-
tian Center in Orlando, Florida, is
one of the most prolific voices in the

Christian media today. His book, Good
Morning, Holy Spirit, has remained on the
bestseller list since its release in October,
1990, having sold approximately one-
quarter million copies within the first few
months. As of this writing (May, 1992), it
is still number one among paperback books
according to ChristianRetailing, one of the
major trade publications for Christian
bookstores, distributors and publishers.

Due to some rather startling statements
in the original edition of Good Morning,
Holy Spirit, Hinn came under fire from a
few organizations that perceived serious
doctrinal discrepancies in Hinn' s theology.

The most public criticism of Hinn's
teachings came from the Christian Re-
search Institute which took Hinn and his
publisher, Thomas Nelson Company, to
task for what CRI perceived as heretical
statements. This resulted in Nelson revis-
ing the questionable material in its later
releases and Hinn apologizing and promis-
ing not to promote in the future the teach-
ings under question. However, Thomas
Nelson Company spokesmen Bruce Bar-
bour (publisher) and Bill Watkins (senior
editor) as well as Hinn, say that the theol-
ogy expressed in the original edition has
not been changed but merely "clarified."

Yet Hinn does claim to have changed
his mind about other teachings not dealt
with in Good Morning, Holy Spirit, most
notably the "Jesus-died-spiritually" heresy
that has characterized the theology of the
word-faith teachers from E.W. Kenyon
through Kenneth Hagin, Kenneth
Copeland and others.

In spite of these developments, many
Christians are still questioning where
Benny Hion is coming from. And in view
of his continued popularity within the

Christian marketplace, we felt that an
analysisofHinn's teachings is in order. We
also feel that much of the criticism leveled
against Hinn has been based not on scrip-
tural truth, but upon orthodoxy-tradition-
ally accepted understanding of issues not
necessarily addressed in clear terms by
Scripture. It is our hope to set these dif-
ferences apart.

THEMAN
Benny Hinn was born in 1953 in Israel

to a Greek father and an Armenian mother.
He was raised in the Greek Orthodox
religion. Hinn claims that while he was a
young boy of II years-of-age in Israel,
God first appeared to him, and has been
appearing to him ever since.! At the age of
14, Hinn moved to Canada with his
parents. While attending high school there
he says he had visions of himself preaching
before huge crowds. He also claims that
God healed him of a stuttering problem so
that he could become a preacher.

Yet in spite of the visions and God's
appearing to him for several years, Hinn
marks the year of his being born again as
1972 when he was about 20 years old. It
was at a Kathryn Kuhlman service the fol-
lowing year that he sa~s he had a "profound
spiritual experience."



THE GREAT CONTROVERSY
As ilion's popularity increased due to

his television program and the runaway
sales of Good Morning, Holy Spirit, his
teachings came under close scrutiny by
several apologetics ministries, The Chris-
tian Research Institute became especially
alarmed by ilinn's references to the God-
head that seemed at best unorthodox and at
worst heretical. On both his television pro-
gram and in his book, ilinn asserted that all
three persons of the Triune Godhead have
their own independent bodies, souls and
spirits as well as wills.

God Ihe Falher is a person, God Ihe Son
is a person, God Ihe HolyGhost is a person,
but each of Ihem is a triune being by him-
self. mcan shock you and maybe r should,
there are nine of them God the Falher is
a person wiilihis own personaJspirit, with
his own personal soul and his own personal
spirit body.

You say, "I never heard of that."
Well, do you think you're in this church
to hear things you've heard for the last
SO years? You can't argue wjth the Word
can you? It's all in the Word.

Please understand, when God says "My
Spiri," He means the Holy Spirit. But
when He says, "I say," that's Him--his
own personal being speaking This is all
in the Word. God the Fath", is a person
separate from the Holy Ghost-totally
separate. When we say "the Holy Spirit."
we do not mean the personal spirit being of
the Father. He's a separate personality.

Do you know the Holy Spirit has a
soul and a body separate from that of
Jesus and the Father? The Holy Spirit is
the name of a person who has-hear this
now, this could shock you. but it will be
okay for you-how many are ready to
handle anything this morning? The Holy
Spirit-here it goes. and you go check
me aut in theBible if you want,but that's
alright. Is the Holy Spirit a person? Then
He is apersonisn'tHe? And a person has
a spirit. See. the Holy Spirit is a person.
He's God Ihe Spirit of God who proceeds
from the Father and from the Son. But
when the Holy Ghost left Heaven the
Father did not lose His personal Spirit
man, if I may call it that.

God the Father has a soul. He said to
Israel, "My soul is weary of you. God the
Father has His own spirit body. He
walks. He walked in the cool of the day.
He said to Moses, "1wrote the law with
my finger." A finger that's not flesh,
bone and blood-it's a spirit body. He
:iaid to Moses, "You can't see my
faeen-He has a face-ubut you can see
my back. He has a back. A spirit body.
Do you understand?

knowledgement in the book that changes
have been made. That is, there is no way
of knowing, other Ihan carefully compar-
ing select pages, whether one is holding
in one's hands the original or the revised
version. Although representatives of
Thomas Nelson have stated publicly that
changes were made to clarify Hinn's in-
tended meaning, I shall argue that the
changes constitute a revision and not
merely a clarificBlion.8

Bowman is correct in asserting that the
changes constitute more than a clarifica-
tion, but this is a minor issue; what is of
importance is whether or not ilion's teach-
ings can legitimately be classified as
heretical in the sense that they are unbibli-
cal. Or is CRI's bone of contention based
more on orthodoxy than on biblical uuth?

Bowman began by addressing areas in
which ilinn and CRr found agreement:

There is much about what Benny Hinn
says concerning the Trinity wilh which
orlhodox Christians can agree. Hinn af-
firms that God is a ''triune being" and that
the three persons "arereally one in Being"
(70, 71, 74). He states clearly that Ihe
Falher, Son and Holy Spirit are each fully
God, emphasizing that the Holy Spirit is
just as much God as the Fath", and the Son
(69-71,87,90,131). He also insists that the
Holy Spirit is just as real and personal as
the Falher and Son (2, 51, 71). As God,
third person of the Trinity (49, 73), the Holy
Spirit is omnipresent (73,87-88), unlike Ihe
angeis or the Devil (88), and He is also
omnipotent and onmiscient (88-89). The
Holy Spirit is a personal friend, companion,
and counselor to the Christian (52).

Unfortunately, these bibHcally sound
assertions are mixed with statements
which express notions that are unbiblical
and unorthodox. That Hinn is presenting
a novel view of the Trinity is implied
when he informs us that "whatl am about
to share with you regarding the Godhead
gave me an entirely new picture of the
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit" (81,
emphasis added). In context this "entire-
ly new picture" is evidently new to most
Christians, and not something that was
merely new at one time to Hinn. Thus he
complains that "even dedicated ministers
of the gospel" and "clergy" have misled
the church in this matter....

Although this teaching is not ab-
solutely new (it has been taught by FJ.
Dake, Jimmy Swaggart, and others), it is
new enough in most circles to account for
Hinn's repeated claim that most Chris-
tians and even most ministers have ig-
noredit.9

It is true that this concept of the Trinity
is not new. So why get upset that Benny
Hion has espoused it at this late date? More

When Jesus was on earth on the cross,
the Holy Ghost left Him, and when the
Holy Ghost left Him He said, "My God,
my God, why hast thou forsaken me?"...
He said, "Into thy hands r commit my
spirit"-a separate person....

When He was in the garden He said,
"My soul [is] exceedingly sorrowful,
even unto death." And He hung on the
cross in His physical body. The Holy
Ghost went back to Heaven. The spirit of
Jesus Himself went to the underworld.
His body laid in the grave [sic]....

God the Father then is a triune being
within Himself. He's a person; He has
His own spirit, He has a soul, He wills,
He thinks, He feels, He wants....

God thinks ... separate from the Son
and separate from the Holy Ghost. The
same with Jesus and the same with the
Holy Ghost. Isn't that clear?

God the Father is a separate in-
dividual from the Son and the Holy
Ghost is a triune being who walks in a
spirit body, and He has hair, He has eyes,
He has a mouth, He has hands, He has a
being that looks like a flame of fire.

Jesus the Son has His own spirit that
He committed to the Father that went to
the underworld and defeated the devil,
and the Holy Ghost wasn't there....

He rose from thedead with a physical,
glorified body. Before Jesus came to the
earth He walked in a spirit body.

Please understand, saints, God the
Father is not some ball that floats around
space in a shapeless form. And Jesus
Christ, before He became aman, was not
a little, misty, shapeless nothing in
Heaven. And the Holy Ghost is not some
dripping oil from the throne of glory.

Now three persons with three
separate spirit bodies, but Jesus Christ is
the only one in Glory today that is walk-
ing around with a glorifjed body of flesh,
because He rose from the dead.7

Shocked by such "unorthodox" state-
ments voiced on television and in his book,
the Christian Research Institute requested

a meeting with Hinn. Roben M. Bowman,
Ir., at the time a researcher for CRI, wrote
about that meeting in the Spring, 1991
issue of Christian Research Journal.

I met with Benny Hinn on December
5,1990, along with Hank Hanegraaffand
Bob Lyle of the Christian Research In-
stitute (CRI), to discuss CRI's concerns
about this book. After thatmeeting, and
in consultation with HinD.Thomas Nel-
son Publishers made several changes in
the eighth printing of the book (January
1991). (Thomas Nelson is a generally
reputable Christian publishing house
carrying a number of fine books which
CRI continues to endorse and even dis-
tribute to the public.) There is no 8C-
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