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whether or not he will succumb to Satan's
delusion and become an enemy of God.

Therefore, the reason you are fighting is
to protect your child from becoming God's
enemy, and to ensure that his or her eternal
welfare will be in God's household.

Who Are You Fighting?
The primary enemy against whom you

are fighting is Satan and his emissaries in
the spirit realm who are implementing tac-
tics designed to turn your children's hearts
away from God and toward their own self-
determination. It isn't necessary that they
even believe in Satan or consciously deter-
mine to rebel against God. Their own sin
nature draws them toward rebellion. And
self-determination apart from the will of
God is the enticement we must all battle.
Satan's work in this area is not difficult in
view of man's natural affinity toward self-
love and selfishness.

But there are other enemies with which
you must contend in your battle for your

children's spiritual welfare. Theseenemies
might very well consist of I) their teachers
at school; 2) their friends; 3) the media; 4)
other relatives; 5) anyone with whom your
children come in contact during their years
under your guidance.

You should become familiar with the
tactics Satan uses through others to accom-
plish his goals.
Teachers

In order to earn their credentials,
today's teachers must undergo rigorous
and consistent exposure to humanistic
philosophies. Even those who teach in
private schools must receive their ac-
creditation from the secular powers that
govern education in general. The vast
majority of teachers in both the public and
private sectors have received the bulk of
their own education under a secular school
system that is predominantely humanistic.

Therefore, your children's teachers are
good candidates for qualifying as spiritual
enemies. This isn't to say that they have a
conscious design or desire to subvert your
child's faith (although some do), but by
virtue of their secular training, unless they
are truly born again believers in the Lord
Jesus Christ, their value system is to a large
degree in direct conflict with Scripture.

Wisdom dictates that parents should get
to know their children's teachers and to do
what they can to affect the cirricula of their
school. Christian parents should also fel-
lowship with the other Christian parents
whose children attend the same school. As
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There are many areas in which we
engage in spiritual warfare. The
battle is not easily delineated as

"Christian vs. demonic forces." In fact,
demonic forces are not always the imme-
diate problem. Our own sin nature or the
sin nature of those with whom we fmd
ourselves in conflict may be the immediate
problem.

Whatever the source of conflict, how-
ever, there are many battlegrounds upon
which we all wage spiritual warfare daily.
For example, a man holds many positions
at the same time: husband, father, son,
employer, employee, church elder, coun-
selor, counselee-the list is virtually end-
'less considering the many responsibilities
that enter into his life each day. One day he
may have to place heavy emphasis on his
role as a counselor to a friend in trouble;
the next day, or even the next hour, he may
be involved as a parent in his children's
school curricula; he may at the same time
have to guard his family from deception
entering into their lives in the form of
teaching through the religious media.

The wife also has to fulfill many respon-
sibilities toward her husband's welfare, as
well as her children's welfare; if she works
outside the home, she has another battle-
ground upon which she must contend.

This study will concentrate primarily
upon the spiritual warfare that faces
parents-a warfare that requires constant
diligence and the continual application of
faith. The battleground for this warfare is
the mind of your child. If you have more
than one child you have more than one
battleground; and the application of your
spiritual warfare may be different for each
one. Yet there are basic strategies which

"
mustbe applied in each case, in conjunc-
tion with whatever specific strategies are
requited according to the wisdom and un-
derstanding that God grants you through
the Holy Spirit.

KNOW WHATYOU'REDOING
In any warfare, there are some things

you must know: 1) why you are fighting;
2) who you are fighting; 3) the strengths
and weaknesses of the enemy; 4) your own
strengths and weaknesses 5) how to
employ your weapons effectively.

The advice we offer here does not con-
sist of a lot of mumbo-jumbo mystical
demon-fighting tactics. Most spiritual war-
fare is really practical application of God's
Word to situations that threaten one's
spiritual welfare.

In all areas of spiritual warfare, wisdom
from God is essential. And it is ours for the
asking:

If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask
of God. tho! giveth to all men liberally,
and upbraideth not; and it shall be given
him.

But let him ask in faith, nothing
wavering. For he that wavereth is like a
wave of the sea driven with the wind and
tossed.

For letnot that man think that he shall
receive any thing of the Lord.

A double-minded man is unstable in
all his ways. (James 1:5-8)

It is one thing to have a zeal for warfare;
it is another to engage in warfare with
wisdom. The former begets casualties; the
latter begets victory.

Why Are You Fighting?
Unless we are aware of the nature of the

warfare between God and His enemies we
will not perceive the full reason for our
engaging in spiritual warfare. God is in the
process of redeeming His creation from the
fall caused by Satan and his followers.
Satan is working to unite humanity in order
to challenge the Lord Jesus when He
returns to establish His Kingdom on earth
(Revelation 19:17-21).

All spiritual warfare should be engaged
in with the understanding of this conflict.
The effectiveness of your battle for your
child's mind will ultimately determine



close an association as possible between
these parents should be cultivated so they
can be a spiritual support to one another.
They can also present a united front in
challenging any ungodly influences from
teachers and/or the school system itself.
Friends

Your child's friends may be his worst
enemies. Peer pressure has brought down
many otherwise decent kids. You should
get to know your child's friends. And even
that may not be enough; you must get to
know their friends' parents.

There are many parents today who care
very little what their children do or believe.
Some even provide opportunities for their
children to sin. This is not necessarily the
result of premeditated evil-mindedness; it
is the result of the secular attitude that
permeates society today. That attitude says
that children are going to get in trouble
anyway, so it's better that we at least know
where they are and help them avoid the
consequences of that 1I'0uble.

When your child asks if he can spend
the night at a friend's house, how do you
know for a certainty that he will be where
he says he'll be? Even checking with the
parents might not be enough; some will lie
in order to protect your child from your
discipline; some will rent video cassettes
of the most ungodly nature for their
children to watch. Some might even be
sexual abusers of children. Unless you
know the parents, and are convinced
beyond any doubt that they hold the bibli-
cal values you hold, you are risking your
child's spiritual welfare by allowing him or
her to come under those parents' influence.

Some might think such statements
reflect an exll'eme paranoia. But one need
only look at the statistics rellecting the
phenomenal increase in child crime, drug
abuse, sexual promiscuity, pedophilia, dis-
appearances of children, and myriad other
evils that plague children today, and a little
paranoia would be preferable to one inci-
dent of carelessness that can cause a child
his life or, worse yet, his very soul.

Again, wisdom dictates that your child
and his friends enjoy their company under
your influence rather than under the inllu-
ence of the friend's parents unless they
have demonstrated like faith and wisdom
in rearing their child. Invite your child's
friends to your home; get to know their
parents and what they believe. If they are
unbelievers, make an effort to bring them
to Christ and to disciple them in the Faith.

At the least this may instill in them a sense
of responsibility to you and your child.

There are some enemies you will not
even be aware of: those your child frater-
nizes with at school, in the neighborhood,
in clubs or organizations that provide so-
cial and athletic opportunities. And it
would be unrealistic to think that parents
can keep a tether on their children twenty-
four hours a day. But as much as is in your
power to control your child's environment,
you must take every measure to see to it
that that environment is not ungodly.
The Media

The most influential environment in
which your child will grow up during the
most formative years of his life is, or
should be, your own home.

Now, you must ask yourself what in-
Iluences there are in your home that might
contribute to ungodly attitudes in your
child. What television programs do you
allow your children to watch? Are they
violent, sexually explicit, or promote at-
titudes of disrespect and rebellion? What
kind of music do you allow them to listen
to? To a great extent, today's most popular
music instills aberrant attitudes toward sex,
drugs, and rebellion.

Some say that it's better that the kids
listen and wateh evil in their home than that
they do it apart from the watchfulness of
their parents. This is an ungodly, humanis-
tic belief that has permeated society and
has even encroached upon the Church. For
Christians to believe such an idea
demonsll'ates a lack of faith. True faith in
God allows that, if parents will conll'ol the
environment of their home, and do all that
is in their power to keep their children from
evil influences, God will take care of them
outside the home.

This isn't to say that they may not suc-
cumb to the world's evils; but if God's
Word is !rue, then Proverbs 22:6 is a
promise that only those who obey can
count on: "Train up a child in the way he
should go: and when he is old, he will not
depart from it."

PREPARE YOURSELF FOR BAtTLE
You would not think of engaging in

physical combat without proper lraining.
Likewise, in the realm of spiritual warfare
you must be prepared to engage the
enemy-whether men, demons, or Satan
himself. If you expect to instill attitudes of
godliness in your child, you must flfSt
recognize your own sins and failings, and
take the steps necessary to correct them.

As much as is in your power, you must
divorce yourself from the world's influen-
ces in your own life. For how can you hope
to separate your child from them if you will
not separate yourself from them?

What examples do you set before your
child? Do you sanction evil in your life
while insisting that your child not do cer-
tain things conll'ary to your desires?

Do you require your child to obey the
laws you lay down for his life while dis-
obeying the laws of the land? Do you hedge
on your income tax return; do you disobey
traffic laws; do you neglect to tell the store
clerk that he gave you back too much
change? Do you denigrate authorities in
your lifc--your boss, government,etc.-
and expect your child to respect your
authority? If you pursue lawless attitudes,
how can you rightfully expect your child to
obey you?

It is not unusual to hear Christians
denigrate government authorities or can-
didates with whom they disagree on issues.
This is an evil practice that hinders our
walk with the Lord. If we believe that all
authority is ordained by God, we will
respect that authority regardless of how
ungodly or conll'ary to our perception of
righteousness they may be. If you
denigrate any authority you undermine
your own authority. We must guard our
speech and speak only that which edifies.
Even the most ungodly in authority must
not be spoken evil of, although we are
permitted to address issues in a humble
spirit.

In what other areas may your child per-
ceive hypocrisy? Is the secular music you
listen to perhaps a little mellower, but no
more godly in its messages than those your
child listens to?

A parent may insist that the only music
allowed in the home is counll'y-western,
some mild rock, or even classical. But their
child perceives that that has nothing to do
with godliness. Why should their parents
listen tocounll'y-westernorrockmusic that
is just as ungodly in its messages and deny
the child the opportunity to listen to his
own music? Are the television programs
you watch conducive to godliness in your
own life? After shooing the kids off to bed,
do you watch programming designed for
more "mature" audiences?

Do you believe that movies rated "R" or

"PG- 13" are alright for you, but your
children must not see anything worse than
"PG"?
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