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astrology blended with original thinking
and a special revelation from God. In troth,
their claims are over a century old, the
earliest tmceable work being that of a Miss
Florence Rolleston, of Keswick, England.
Her study of the ancient names of over a
hundred principal stars led to the publish-
ing in 1863 of her findings in the form of
notes under the title, Mazzaroth: or, the
Constellations.

The ancient names of those stars-
names such as Prince, He Shall Be Exalted,
The Redeemer, He Who Comes to Suffer,
and the like-seem to indicate that God
gave them their names. Although many of
the names are not quite so easy to place in
the "Gospel" category, it would be only
reasonable to assume that God did name
the stars. After all, He created them. But
there is a difference between the stars and
the constellations of the Zodiac.

Rolleston's concept gained wider
popularity with the
release in 1884ofJoseph
A. Seiss's book, The
Gospel in the Stars. Al-
most a decade later, in
1893, Ethelbert (E.W.)
Bullinger sought to
popularize the theory
further with his book,
The Witness of the Stars,
which is still available in
a 1967 edition published
by Kregel Publications
based in Grand Rapids,
Michigan.

Bullinger, a 19th-cen-
tory Anglican clergyman
and descendant of Swiss
Reformer 1. Heinrich
Bullinger, did give credit
to Miss Rolleston for her
labors in providing him
with ancient astronomi-
cal facts and the names
and signification of those
hundred or more prin-
cipal stars. But he also
clearly stated, "...for
their interpretation I am
alone responsible. "1

It was from learning
the names of those

some one hundred principal stars that Seiss
and Bullinger drew the conclusion that the
Zodiac was also an invention of God. Yet
because some one hundred out of over ten
thousand stars visible to Ihe naked eye
possess names Ihat seem to relate to Ihe
Redemption is hardly reason to suppose
!hat the Zodiac is also God's invention.
The individual stars are not necessarily
related to the concept of constellations.

A s time draws to a close man's
search for life's meaning is taking
him on a frenzied foray into ancient

wisdom and occult philosophy. It's as if he
senses an innate trulh which he thinks can
only be discovered by going back to his
origins-as if with Ihe passing of Ihe cen-
turies he has lost touch with eternal trolhs
essential to his spiritual
life and happiness.

Perhaps that's why
many of today's Chris-
tians feel a need to prove
the veracity of IheGospel
by some means outside
God's Word. Many at-
tempt to glean diamonds
of hidden trolh from Ihe
gravel pit of occult
Iheory. An example of
this penchant for rushing
in where angels fear to
tread is the Iheory that I
call "The Gospel in the
Zodiac."

This theory is based
on the tenuous assump-
tion that the Zodiac was
originally designed by
God as a witness of His
plan of redemption, and
was later corrupted by
occult science into an in-
strument of divination
(lhe predicting of the fu-
ture and/or Ihe determin-
ing of personality tmits
based on Ihe positions of
Ihe heavenly bodies).

The-Gospel-in-the-Zodiac theory is
nolhing new; it is a century-old "wind of
doctrine" which seems to be enjoying new
popularity among many of today's Chris-
tians. It may seem harmless enough, but
every theory Ihat touches upon God's plan
of redemption carries with it the possibility
of leading souls into spiritual error. The
more fantastic the theory the stronger Ihe
danger-and, unfortunately, the more like-
ly it is to be followed.

ORIGINS
There are several recent books which, to

Ihose unfamiliar wilh the antiquity of Ihe
"Gospel in IheZodiac" Iheory,seem to offer
original insight into anew, and fascinating
subject. Some lack any semblance of
documentation as to Ihe origins of Ihe Iheory.
This has resulted in many readers assuming

that the authors discovered this "truth"
themselves-independently of others-
through diligent study of IheScriptures and
certain ancient records pertaining to the
names of Ihe stars and constellations.

At best, some contain a cursory refer-
ence to and a bibliography of Ihe earlier
works of alhers;some don't even contain
a bibliography. This could easily lead Ihe
reader to assume that Ihe aulhor has a
unique understanding of astronomy and



Lacking any solid evidence that the
names of the stars have any direct relation
to the Zodiac, the proponents of the
"Gospel in the Zodiac" theory have at-
tempted to build their case on conjecture.
In so doing they have-with all good inten-
tions, I'm sure-melded God's truth with
pagan myth, traceable to Babylon.

Bullinger, in fact, believed that the
Tower of Babel was an attempt to preserve
the heavenly record. The sin, he felt, was
not in the building of the tower, but rather
in not dispersingoverthe earth. This seems
somewhat ridiculous in light of God's
Word which clearly shows that the reason
God scattered humanity was so that they
couldn't complete the project (Genesis
I I: 1-9). Had man not attempted to develop
his occult science God would not have had
to confuse his language. In any case,
whether the Tower of Babel was based
upon truth or not, building of it was con-
trary to God's will. Why then, in an attempt
to "prove" what cannot be proven, should
Christians rebuild that Tower in men's
hearts through this theory?

Current proponents of the Gospel-in-
the-Zodiac theory are taking advantage of
the fact that the sensational attracts. Yet no
other such works being extant prior to
those of Rolleston, Seiss and Bullinger (at
least as far as we have been able to deter-
mine), we may assume that some of these
current authors are capitalizing on these
people's labors while failing to credit
them, or at least give adequate recognition
to their labors.

It seems that some writers (or copiers)
are reluctant to credit those from whose
labors they obtain income and prestige. I'm
sorry to say that such practices are not
uncommon in the Church.

This dishonesty exists in the Church
primarily for two reasons besides the
egotism that seeks the acclaim of men: I)
Christians who produce honest, original
labor are either deceased, or are reluctant
to sue those who steal their works; 2)
Christians who plagiarize others' works
assume that no one should complain if the
truth (or at least what they assume is the
truth) gets out by any means. (Of course,
the plagiarizers copyright their works.)

This gives reason to question the
veracity of the hypothesis to which today's
proponents of the Gospel-in-the-Zodiac
theory lay claim. If we can't trust their
integrity how can we trust their teachings?
For this reason we will ignore the current
works, and will use as our primary source
of reference what I believe to be the most
comprehensive and the most readily avail-
able of the earliest writings, Bullinger's
The Witness of the Stars.

MISAPPLIED SCRIPTURES
E.W. Bullinger(IS37 - 1913) begins his

thesis with a unique interpretation of
Romans1:19-20:

Because thai which may be known of
God is manifest in them; for God hath
shewedit unto them.

For the invisible things afhimfrom
the creation a/the world are clearly seen,
being understood by the things that are
made, even the ends afthe world.

(Romans 10:IS is cross-referenced to
Psalms 19:1-6which refers to the heavens
declaring the glory of God.) Regarding
these verses, Bullinger asks,

But how was God known? How were
His 'invisible things,' i.e., His plans, His
purposes. and His counsels. known since
the creation of the world?There is only one
answer. and that is THE HEAVENS! This

is settled from Ps.xix., thefIrstpartof which
is occupied with the Revelation of God
written in the Heavens, and the latter part
with the Revelation of God written in the
Word.' [Emphasis Bullinger's.]

Though apparently utilizing his theory in
an honest attempt to verify the Gospel, Bul-
linger erred by assuming that ..them" in
Romans 1:19 ( that which may be known
of God is manifest in them...") is a pronoun
for "the stars," The previous verse, Romans
I:IS, reveals that "them" refers not to the
stars, but rather to ungodly men. Verses 18
and 19 together comprise a single thought:

For the wrath of God is revealedfrom
heaven against all ungodliness and un-
righteousness of men, who hold the truth
in unrighteousness;

Because thai which may be known of
God is manifest in them; for God hath
shewed it unto them.

Also, the "invisible things" of God in
Romans I :20, are not"His plans, Hispurposes,
and His counsels," as Bullinger claimed,' but
rather they are, as verse 20 continues, God's
"eternal power and Godhead."

The entire context of the first chapter of
Romans deals with men rejecting the
know ledge of their Creator and worshiping
the creation. In fact, one of the great sins of
mankind (which is dangerously close to
applying to the "Gospel in the Zodiac"
teachers) is recorded in that same first
chapter of Romans, verses 21-23:

Because that, when they knew God,
theyglorifiedhim not asGod. neitherwere
thanJrful;but became vain in their imagina-
tions,andtheirfoolishheartwasdarkened.

Professing themselvesto be wise,
theybecamefools,

And changedtheglory of the uncor-
ruptible God in/o an imagemadelike to
corruptibleman,andto birds,andfour.
footed beasts,andcreepingthings.

By extension, then, it was from the
vanity of man's imagination that the pagan
deities pictured in the Zodiac were con-
ceived. Romans 1:21-23 is an accurate
description of the Zodiac wherein we find
imaginative portrayals of men and women,
animals, insects, and even mythological
concoctions. As we shall see, the "Gospel
in the Zodiac" theory insists on ascribing
to these imaginary creatures the various
attributes of the Godhead. These applica-
tions go far beyond those which God has
made in His Word through imagery such
as "the Lamb of God," "the Lion of the
tribe of Judah," and so forth.

It wasn't out of biblical imagery but out
of nature worship that astrology was born and
the Zodiac implemented, as far back as the
Babylonian civilization. Such creatures as
the winged horse Pegasus, the half-men- -
half-animals Centaurus and Sagittarius-
and others in the Zodiac--are clearly inven-
tions of man's imagination, which God's
Word declares is only evil continually
(Genesis 6:5). To ascribe In these fanatic
"creatures" the exclusive attributes of God
and Christ merely confmns the wickedness
of man's venerated imagination.

Genesis 6:5 ("And God saw that the
wickedness of man was great in the earth,
and that every imagination of the thoughts
of his heart was only evil continually")
applies to everyone, not just those in
Noah's time. Nor does it apply exclusively
to those whose imaginative fantasies have
gained notoriety. Man is still the same sin-
ful creature today that he was from the fall
of Adam. Therefore, even the best of God's
people are capable of the most vile imagin-
ings if not submitted to the control of the
Holy Spirit.

I poiot this out so that our readers will
not be inclined to think any less of Bul-
linger or his modem-day counterparts. If
anything we might blame their indiscre-
tions on zealousness clouded by a lack of
wisdom,

THE SIGNS OF ISRAEL'S TRIBES
Building on an erroneous interpretation

of certain Scriptures, Bullinger sought to
confirm his theory by ascribing to the
figures of the Zodiac attributes of Christ
and other biblical personalities. While he
claimed that man perverted the divinely
inspired Zodiac by applying other inter-
pretations, he failed to realize the pos-
sibility that those same people could have
changed some or all of the original figures,
and/or added or subtracted others. Some-
how he managed to apply to every figure,
no matter how fantastic, some analogy to a
portion of the Scriptures.
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