
Just as the hwnble plowman seeing
the giant turbines and the power lines for
the frnt time had no concept of the
benefits available to him, so very few
people have any idea of the vast cosmic
forces which they can tap. But the forces
are there: they should be used, though
they should be used in constructive ways
to help you change your life and. if pos-
sible, to make the world a better place.'

But if faith is not a "force," or an "im_

mutable law" of the universe, what is it?
How do the Scriptures define faith?
Hebrews 7: 1 is used by most Christian£-
even some word-faith teachers~s a basic
defmition of faith:

Nowfaith is the substanceof things
hoped for, the evidence of things not
seen. (Hebrews 11:1)

Taking this verse out of context from
the rest of the chapter, the word-faith
proponents argue that faith is actually a
substance, like energy, which cannot be
seen; if one "plugs into" that energy, he
will receive what he hopes for. This is done
through positive confession and positive
thinking. If one believes in and then con-
fesses those good things for himself, he
will receive those good things. If, on the
other hand, he confesses negative things,
he will be demonstrating a lack of faith and
will reap negative consequences.

If this were true-if the principle upon
which the word-faith tenets are based is an
immutable law of nature-then without
exception, every time someone said some-
thing negative (e.g., "I wish I were dead."),
he would die. And, without exception,
every time someone said something posi-
tive (e.g., "I have a million do11ars."), he
would receive the million dollars.

But, the word-faith teachers would say,
this isn't enough; one must believe that
what he says will come to pass. Yet if, in
fact, belief and confession does put the
"force" of faith into motion, the experience
of word-faith practitioners overall does not
confirmit.

The number is legion of former word-
faith adherents who have been disap-
pointed that what they believed for with all

earnestness and spoke out loud to confirm
never materialized.

Experience proves conclusively that
this approach to faith is not true faith at all,
but presumption upon God's Word. And it
has resulted not only in people leaving the
word-faith movement, but many have lost
confidence in Jesus Christ and made their

A BIBLICAL ANALYSIS OF RELIGIOUS AND SECULAR MEDIA

SPECIAL REPORT

WORD-FAITH/POSITIVE CONFESSION
ITSPHilOSOPHICAL ROOTS

by Albert James Dager

~
nneth Copeland, appearing on the

Trinity Broadcasting Network's
raise the Lord program, was

asked by host Paul Crouch, "What is
faith?" After stuttering for a few seconds,
his mind seeking an answer, Copeland
stammered, "It's, uh, well, it's like a force.
It's just out there, and you have to learn
how to plug into it."I And on this concept
of faith, the program attempted to educate
viewers as to how, if they can learn to "plug
into it," faith can be used for their benefit.

If it weren't so serious it would be amus-
ing to see that Copeland, generally
regarded as the premier spokesperson for
the S!H:al1edword-faith movement, had to
struggle to find a definition for something
on which he is supposed to be an expert.
But it amply demonstrated the fact that
those who subscribe to the word-faith
teachings (a.k.a., Positive Confession),
don'trea1ly know what true faith is, or how
it relates to our position in Jesus Christ.

To understand what faith is, it is helpful
to know what it is not. And the most helpful
source of information on what it is not is
that which has duped many Christians into
thinking that it offers understanding of
what it is: the word-faith movement This
analysis, then, is not only intended to
present what Scripture says faith is and
how it is demonstrated, but what, in con-
trast, the word-faith movement says it is.

There are several elements of the word-
faith movement which must be considered
if we are to understand that contrast. And
there are a few books avai1able which treat
these areas in greater detail than can be
done in the space this repon provides. But
it isn't necessary to belabor every point in
order to present the case for truth. The Holy
Spirit will lead us into the truth if our hearts
are in earnest for it. What we do with the
truth once the Holy Spirit reveals it to us
will depend upon our motives for seeking

the truth in the first place. Therein lies the
determining factor as to whether we will
apply the truth to our lives or, once having

learned it, spurn it in favor of "greener
pastures" offeredby modempurveyorsof
deception.

FAITH WRONGLY DEFINED
Virtually all word-faith proponents

agree with Ken Copeland's defmition of
faith, that it is a force into which anyone,
believer or not, may tap for their personal
benefit. Pat Robenson considers faith one
of the "immutable laws" of the universe
which must be mastered in order to receive
from God. He, too, believes that anyone-
believer in Christ or not-may tap into
these "immutable laws":

Do the Jawsor the kiDgdomwork,
even Ifa person Is not a Chrlsttan?

Yes. These are not just Christian and
Jewish principles. anymore than the law
of gravity is Christian and Jewish. Weare
talking about universal law . . . .The laws
of God work for anybody who will fol-
low them. The principles of the Kingdom
of God apply to all of creation.'

Where do the Scriptures tell us that non-
believers may use the principles of God's
Kingdom? They arenotin God's Kingdom

but in the kingdom of Satan. Whatever
"principles" they apply are not in harmony
with God's laws, but with witchcraft in one

form or another.
More specifically, where do the Scrip-

tures tell us that nonbelievers may exercise
faith as an immutable law to receive what
they desire? The fact is that they don't. Pat
Robertson is voicing a theosophic concept
of God and creation when he tells us that
the spirit rea1m operates on immutable
laws that apply to everyone. This is a basic
tenet of witchcraft, as demonstrated by this
quote from Gavin and Yvonne Prost's The

Magic Power of Witchcraft:



faith shipwreck as a result of not receiving
all that the word-faith teachers promised to
those who follow their formulas.

If we apply Hebrews 11:1 in context,
we'll see that faith often bringg what one
would consider negative ciIcumSlances in
his life. After speaking of all the wonderful
works performed by men and women of
faith, the writer cites others who endured
hardships because of their faith:

And others had /rial of cruel mock-
ings andscolU'gings.yea.moreoverof
bonds and imprisonmelll:

They were stoned, they were sawn
asunder.were tempted.were slain with
the sword: they wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins; being des-
titute, ajJlicted, t01111l!nJed;

(Of whom the world was not worthy:)
theywanderedin deserts,and in moun-
tains.and in dens and caves of the earth.

And these all, having obtained a good
report through faith, received not the
promise. (Hebrews 11:36-39),

If, as the word-faith teacherg propose,
good things come to those who exercise
faith according to God's Word, and adver-
sity comes upon those who lack faith, then

how is it that men and women lauded for
their faith suffered such tribulation?

This is a question generally ignored by
the word-faith teachers. They will quote
Hebrews 11:1-35 and stop there. Further, it
is embarrassing for these people to suffer
adversity because, in their misguided
thinking, adversity proves one's lack of
faith. Should one of them succumb to ill-
ness, they are conveniently "called away"
and unavailable for awhile. Yet Scripture
proves that the definition of faith offered
by the word-faith teachers is erroneous.

This is a seriOUg charge in view of the
fact that everything we have in our
relationship to God rests upon faith. For
without faith it is impogsible to please God
(Hebrews 11:6).

If the word-faith teachers have no
proper answer as to why the righteous
suffer tribulation, the Scriptures do give us
an answer: this world offers only tribula-
tion to those who follow God's truth:

These things I have spoken unto you.
that in me ye might have peace. In the
world ye shall have tribulation: bUl be of
good cheer; I have overcoTTU!the world.
(John 16:33)

True faith, then, is defined in part as
trust in the work of redemption that was
provided through Chrigt'g guffering,death,
and resurrection. It is the asgurance that, no

matter what befalls us, Jesus has overcome
the world and "all things work together"

for our good. This, in turn, brings the peace

that is found only in our relationship with
God (philippians 4:6-7).

Another Scripture generally migapplied
by the word-faitlt teachers in conjunction

with Hebrews 11:1 is II Corinthians 5:7:

"For we walk by faith, not by sight" It is
assumed that what Paul was saying ig tltat

faith is belief that we will receive some-
thing we don't have yet-it isn't geen. This

is also an aberrant application. For this

verse in context shows that Paul was not
speaking aboutreceiving material goods or

health, but about faith in our fellowship

with Christ when we die:

Therefore we are always confident.
knowing thatJwhilst we are at homein
the body, we are absent from the Lord:

(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)
We are con{ulent, I say, and willing

roJher to be absentfrom the body, and to
be pruen/ witlt lhe Lord.

Whereforewe laboUT.thai, whelhu
presentor absent,wemaybeacceptedof
him. (II Corinthians 5:6-9)

FAITH AS A GIFT
Another aspect of defming faith, how-

ever, is that which is so clearly stated in

Scripture, but either missed, ignored, or

misapplied by tlte word-faith teachers. It is

the biblical proposition that faith is a gift

from God (I Corintltians 12:9). As a gift, it

is given by virtue of His sovereign will in
maturing His children according to His
plan of redemption. This disproveg the

contention that faith is a universal force
into which anyone can tap at will, believer

in Jesus or not

There is not even a germ of trutlt to the
idea that unbelievers may appropriate

faith. The closest thing to faith that they do

have is knowledge that God exists:

For therein is the righteousnessof
God revealed from faith to faith: as it is
written, Thejust shall live by faith.

For the wrath of God is revealedfrom
heavenagainst all ungodlinessand un-
righteousness of men, who hold the /rUlh
in unrighteousness;

Becausethot which maybeknownof
God is manifest in them; for God hath
shewedit unto them,

For the invisible things of the world
are clearly seen, being unders/ood by the
things thai are made,evenhis eternal
PUW<Tand Godhead; so that they are
withoUlexcuse. (Romans 1:17-20)

When, by God's sovereign grace, the
Holy Spirit moves upon an unbeliever's
consciousness, he mayor may not ap-
propriate that grace as he chooses. Beyond

that modicum of knowledge-given to all,.
men through the evidence of creation-'
gaving faith in Christ is a gift given only 10

those to whom God chooses to give i~

For by grace are ye saved.through
faith; and that rwl of yourselves: it is the

gift of God;
Not of works, lest any man should

boast.
For we are his workmanship, created

in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained tha/we should
walk in them. (Ephesians 2:8-10)

Faitlt is ingeparable from God's grace.
It is not so cheap that just anyone may
appropriate it based upon works of the
"name-it-and-claim-it" variety. The only
valid works associated with faith are works
of righteousnesi>-the "good works" -that
prove our faith is alive (James 2:14-26).

Three times in these verses James drives
home the point that true faith produces
good works. And these works are not
works that promote self-gratification, but
rather sacrifice for tlte benefit of others.

Faith, then, may be defined as a gift
from God given to His children through thel
power of the Holy Spirit It assures us of
our galvation in Christ, and works to per-
fect us in holiness and love. It assures us
that, as we sacrifice Self in our expression
of love for God and for our neighbor, all
that we encounter in our service to God
(whether to our temporal benefit or tem-
poral harm) will work for our eternal
spiritual benefit and for the provision of all
our needs in thig present life.

HOW IS FAITH APPROPRIATED?
Word-faith adherents try to appropriate

faith through positive thoughts and posi-
tive confession. Their theory is based on
several fallacious presuppositions, three of
which we will examine briefly: 1) man isa
god, or in the "god claSg"; 2) as gods we
can do as God does: speak into existence
things that are not as if they were; 3) Jesus'
guffering guarantees divine health and
progperity to all who have faith to claim it.

We will look at each of these presup-
positions and gee whether or not they align
with Scriptural truth. Keep in mind that
proper hermeneutics considers tlte clear""
meaning of a passage, and the context in
which it occurs. A basic rule is that Scrip-
ture interprets Scripture. Mystieal inter-
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