
The block buster mo tion pic ture 2012 is tar geted to reach
some 150 mil lion people with the news that, dur ing the
winter sol stice of 2012, the earth is about to ex pe ri ence a

cat a clys mic end to the current world or der. The movie is based
on the idea that the Long Count cal en dar of the an cient Ma yans
of South Amer ica ends on De cem ber 21, 2012, thus bring ing to
com ple tion the 26,000-year pre ces sion of the equi noxes cy cle for 
the earth. Be cause the Ma yan Long Count cal endar ends on that 
date much spec u la tion has arisen as to how that may af fect the
earth and its in hab it ants—par tic u larly man kind.

The great up heaval por trayed in 2012 through fan tas tic spe -
cial ef fects shows an un usual plan e tary align ment and other cos -
mic in flu ences that cause the earth’s crust to dis in te grate.

It is said that the Ma yans be lieved that ev ery 5,125 years the
Sun, or Kinich-Ahau, syn chro nizes with the cen tral gal axy
around which it re volves, and re ceives from the gal axy en ergy
that causes the Sun to pro duce huge so lar flares. It would also
cause the Sun’s mag netic field to change, as re lated in 2012. This 
also causes a dis place ment in the earth’s ro ta tion, and be cause of 
this move ment great ca tas tro phes would be pro duced. In 2012
the mag netic poles un dergo rad i cal change so that what was once 

the state of Wis con sin be comes the South Pole. This up heaval
causes massive earth quakes that strike through out the world, re -
sult ing in en tire con tinents break ing apart and be com ing in un -
dated by over whelm ing oce anic tur bu lence. The hor ror de picted 
is tem pered with hu mor and pathos, as well as philosoph i cal de -
bate as to how best to pro vide for the sur vival of the hu man spe -
cies. In the pro cess God is in voked (vaguely) by a few, but
prag ma tism and hu man ism comprise the pre vail ing at ti tude.

The fate of the world rests in the hands of the Chi nese who
have built six huge arks high in the Ti betan Hi ma la yas. As one
pro tag o nist says, “Leave it to the Chi nese.”

As the world crum bles we see well-recognized land marks de -
stroyed by earth quakes that sur pass magnitude10. The black
pres i dent of the United States (not Obama) chooses to go down
with the ship of state rather than save him self. Among the
world’s heads of state only he and the presi dent of the Ital ian Re -
pub lic re fuse to en ter into the race to ward the arks. When some -
one asks the where abouts of the Ital ian pres i dent, he is told, “He 
chose to stay and trust in God.”

Imme di ately we are trans ported to Rome, It aly, where thou -
sands are in prayer, and the most-recognized icon of Chris ten -
dom, the Ba sil ica of St. Pe ter, crum bles into the great plaza,
de stroy ing them. The mes sage? So much for trust ing in God.

The ut ter help less ness of God to in ter vene does not pre vent
the di a logue from be ing pep pered with ex ple tives such as “Christ!”
and, in one ob vi ously gra tu itous mo ment, “Je sus Christ!”

But the spirit of man, as al ways in Hol ly wood film dom, does 
prevail in spite of the har row ing, split-second es capes from disaster
af ter di sas ter the main char ac ters must endure. The im prob a ble
ma neu vers they make in the midst of horren dous disas ter even -
tually be comes yawn-inducing rather than caus ing the in tended
white-knuckle grip ping of the ater seats arms.

The movie is a lot of eye wash with spec tac u lar spe cial ef fects,
but the plot line con cern ing the main char ac ters is ho hum.
What re ally makes this movie note wor thy is not the pro duc tion
it self, but the un der lying mes sage that the date of De cem ber 21,
2012, has some gen u ine sig nif i cance for the hu man race.

DISASTER
ON THE

HORIZON?



What’s with 2012?
Let’s put aside the Hol ly wood ban ter about what some are

call ing the be ginning of the end, or, con versely, the end of the
be ginning. What does Decem ber 21, 2012 re ally por tend? Can
we trust in the in ter pre ta tions of the Ma yan Long Count cal en -
dar? In fact, does the cal endar re ally con tain any proph ecy re -
gard ing that date? And what about other sup posed proph e cies
about 2012? We are told that Nostradamus also proph e sied
about the end of the world in 2012. So, too, it is said, have other
an cient re li gions. For that mat ter, many Chris tians are ex pect ing 
the Sec ond Com ing of Je sus Christ, and are meld ing that ex pec -
ta tion with the al leged proph e cies of these other sources. 

The Ma yan Proph ecy
Does the Ma yan Long Count Cal en dar re ally proph esy the

end of the world? Or does it even proph esy any thing at all?
At one time the Ma yans uti lized sev eral cal en dars that were

based on dif fer ent as tro nom i cal and earth cy cles. These cal en dars
con tained as tro log i cal cal cu la tions based on the idea that his tory
re peats it self. The Long Count Cal en dar, known as the 13
B’ahktun (or Baktun) Cy cle, or Great Cy cle, contained 13 katuns
(256-year cy cles) that had spe cific “fates” at tached to them. 

The Long Count is 5,125 years, or 1/5 of the 26,000-year cy -
cle of the pre ces sion of the equi noxes. This pe riod was fur ther
di vided into 13ths, 20ths, and 260ths. The 13th parts (394
years) were called baktuns. The 256-year cy cle of thir teen katuns, 
the “short count,” was a Ma yan proph ecy cy cle. De cem ber 21,
2012 is the com ple tion of the cur rent 5,125-year cy cle in the an -
cient Ma yan Long Count Cal en dar. De cem ber 22, 2012 will be -
gin the cy cle all over again.

What has given rise to specu la tion about “the end of the
world” is the “fate” at tached to katun 13-ahua, which, ac cord ing
to a num ber of ar chae o logi cal (and as tro log i cal) sources states:

This is a time of to tal col lapse where ev erything is lost.
It is the time of the judg ment of God. There will be ep i dem -
ics and plagues and then fam ine. Gov ernments will be lost
to for eign ers and wise men, and proph ets will be lost.

Another al leg edly pro phetic Ma yan in scrip tion re lat ing to
the end of the cur rent 12 B’ahktun Cycle is the Tortuguero
Mon u ment #6, which was erected around A.D. 670 in Tabasco,
Mex ico. Ar cheol o gists were able to de code this monu ment’s in -
scription to dis cover the end of the 13 B’ahktun Cy cle to be De -
cem ber 21, 2012. The Tortuguero Mon u ment #6 has been
largely fragmented from un known de struc tive forces over time
and is there fore largely un de ci pher able. Sev eral ar chae ol o gists
agree that it con cerns the Ma yan god Bolon yokte K’uh who, it is 
said, will at that time de scend. Ac cord ing to Da vid Stu art,
Mayanist scholar and Pro fes sor of Mesoamerican Art and Writ -
ing at the Uni ver sity of Texas at Aus tin, the com plete (al though
frag mented) trans la tion states: “The Thir teenth Bak’tun" will be
fin ished (on) Four Ahaw, the Third of K’ank’in. (?) will oc cur. (It 
will be) the de scent (?) of the Nine Sup port (?) God(s) to the (?)."1

This cryp tic and frag mented mon u ment, then, is the ba sis
for a “proph ecy” that is at best ob scure and un re lated to spir i tual 
or phys i cal re al ity. It ap plies to a false god wor shipped by a lost
civ i li za tion that prac ticed hu man (in clud ing child) sac ri fice and
died out mys te ri ously over one thou sand years ago. 

From where, and to where, this god will de scend is un -
known. Some are try ing to tie this “proph ecy” to the Sec ond
Coming of Christ. It is of partic u lar in ter est to the Mor mon
Church because one of Mor mon ism’s ba sic ten ets is that Je sus
came to the New World af ter His res ur rec tion and pro claimed
the Gos pel to the in hab itants. The Book of Mor mon is al leg edly
a chron i cle of the an cient Mesoamericans in clud ing the Az tecs,
Ma yas, and In cas (al though no ar chae o log i cal ev i dence has ever
been un earthed to sup port the book’s “his tor i cal” ac counts).
The Mesoamerican snake god Quetzalcoatl is said by the Mor -
mons to be Je sus Christ. The Ma yas called him Kukulcan or
Ququmatz. All these names trans late to “Feathered Ser pent.”

The only per son the ser pent rep re sents in Scrip ture is Sa tan.

Hopi Prophecy
We are told by pro ponents of a com ing 2012 ca tas tro phe

that the Hopi In di ans of the South west United States also have a 
proph ecy of com ing doom, and they im ply that it could be con -
nected to the same date as the Ma yan cal en dar. The proph ecy is
said to have been given in 1958 by White Feather, a Hopi of the
ancient Bear Clan. Ac cord ing to the story a min is ter named David
Young was driv ing along a desert high way in the sum mer of
1958, and stopped to of fer a ride to an In dian el der. Af ter rid ing
in si lence for awhile, the In dian gave a “proph ecy” that he claims 
fore told of the white man’s com ing, and the tech nolog i cal ad -
vances that he brought with him. Of course, all this is to the det -
riment of his peo ple.

I won’t go into de tails, but in an a lyz ing these Hopi “proph e -
cies” it is clear that they were given by this In dian el der af ter the
fact. There are no re corded or oral tra di tions from the Amer i can 
Indi ans that are un de ni ably prophetic. It’s easy to say they were
spoken ages ago, but who can prove it?
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A few other con sid er ations: 1) these proph e cies are con sid -
er ably lu cid in view of their hav ing been given orally one time to
David Young (most peo ple can not ac cu rately re call a few sen -
tences spo ken to them; ever play the game, “Telephone”?); 2)
there are so-called “dooms day” proph e cies that have been cir cu -
lat ing in ev ery cul ture since the be gin ning of time; 3) there is no
con nec tion to the year 2012 in this proph ecy.

That’s not to say de monic spir its could not have given some
“proph e cies” to those who wor ship dev ils. But with out the Spirit of
God, given only to those who have faith in Je sus Christ as the only
way to the Fa ther, there can be no true spir i tual in sight from God:

For what man knows the things of a man, ex cept the
spirit of man that is in him? Even so, no man knows the
things of God, but the Spirit of God.

Now we have not re ceived the spirit of the world, but the
spirit that is of God, so that we may know the things that are
freely given to us by God. Which things we also speak, not in
the words that man’s wis dom teaches, but which the Holy
Spirit teaches, com par ing spir i tual things with spir i tual.

But the nat u ral man does not re ceive the things of the
Spirit of God for they are fool ish ness to him. Nei ther can he
know them be cause they are spir i tu ally dis cerned. But he who
is spir i tual judges all things, yet he him self is judged of no man.
For who has known the mind of the Lord, that he may in struct 
him? But we have the mind of Christ. (1 Co rin thi ans 2:11-16)

Proph ecy of the Popes
An other “proph ecy” lately aligned with 2012 is that at trib -

uted to the 12th-cen tury Ro man Cath o lic “saint,” Malachy, con -
sist ing of 112 short phrases in Latin which are said to ap ply to
the last 112 popes, in clud ing a few “anti-popes” (those who
claim the ti tle in op po si tion to a sit ting pope), be gin ning with
Celestine II, elected in 1143. The Latin phrases os ten si bly re late
to the per sonal his tory, char ac ter is tics, or events in the popes’
lives. As an ex am ple, the Latin motto for Pope John Paul II was
De labore solis, a com mon Latin phrase for “so lar eclipse.”

Karol Jozef Wojtyla, who be came Pope John Paul II, was born 
May 18, 1920, when a partial so lar eclipse oc curred over the In -
dian Ocean. He was bur ied on April 8, 2005, the day of a rare hy -
brid eclipse over South Amer ica and the south-western Pa cific.

The Cath olic En cy clo pe dia claims that the Proph ecies of the
Popes is a forg ery. Some at trib ute it to Nostradamus who used
Malachy’s name to avoid the wrath of the pa pacy.

Some of the pro phetic ti tles are pretty ac cu rate in re la tion to
the popes to whom they are at trib uted, while oth ers miss the mark 
or must be strained into fit ting the at trib utes of par tic u lar popes.
The most con tro ver sial as pect of the Prophecy of the Popes is that
which states that the fi nal pope (num ber 268) will be named Pe ter
the Ro man, and will be elected in the last days. He will be an
anti-Christ who brings about the de struc tion of Rome.

The cur rent pope, Ben e dict XVI, is num ber 267 ac cord ing
to the proph ecy. However, this num ber is off by two ac cord ing to 
the of fi cial Vat i can reg is try of popes which has him at num ber
265. The dis crep ancy may be due to the in clu sion in Malachy’s
proph ecy of two anti-popes.

But again, there is noth ing in this proph ecy to link it with
the year 2012. I sup pose we will have to wait to see if Ben e dict
XVI sur vives for three more years. And if not, what the name of
the next pope may be.

Nostradamus
One of the most pop u lar and pro lific al leged seers in hu man 

his tory is Nostradamus, born Michel de Nostredame in De cem -
ber, 1503. His most fa mous book, Les Propheties (The Prophecies)
was first pub lished in 1555. He has been cred ited with pre dict -
ing many ma jor world events, and his pre dic tions are now be ing
linked to the 2012 phe nom e non, largely be cause most of them
deal with “dooms day” sce nar ios.

Nostradamus wrote in a cryp tic po etic style called qua train.
For that rea son his pre dic tions can more of ten than not be re -
garded as open-ended—too clouded to pre vent any ac cu rate ap -
pli ca tion to real events in his tory, yet suf fi ciently ap pli ca ble to
vir tu ally any pe riod of ma jor di sas ter that takes place on earth.
This lends his writ ings to the spec u la tive na ture of to day’s
doomsayers wish ing to bol ster the idea that 2012 por tends a
great cat a clys mic event that will spell the end of life on earth (at
least as we know it).

There are sev eral other sources of dooms day pre dic tions
that the 2012 ex ploit ers are us ing to ei ther in still fear or reap profit
(or both) on the chance that some thing of sig nif i cance in the way 
of di sas ter will oc cur on or shortly af ter De cem ber 21, 2012.

On the other hand there are the New Agers who are count -
ing on that date to usher in a new con scious ness that will re sult
in a quan tum leap for ward in hu man spir i tu al ity.

A New Age?
Un der stand ably, the con tro versy swirl ing around the al -

leged proph e cies re gard ing the Ma yan Long Count cal en dar is of 
par tic u lar in ter est to New Age phi los o phers and pun dits. Although 
some seem to take a non cha lant at ti tude to ward the whole thing, 
there seems to be a con sen sus that what hap pens on De cem ber
21, 2012, whether de struc tive or con struc tive, de pends upon
man kind’s evo lu tionary path. If man kind be comes suf fi ciently
“en light ened” ac cord ing to the cos mic forces that al leg edly de -
ter mine our fate, then that date might well be the time the earth
enters into a pe riod of peace and pros per ity—a New Age of en -
light en ment where man kind be comes one with all na ture. But if
man kind per sists in his de struc tive ten den cies then we may
bring down upon our selves the wrath of Mother Earth—Gaia—
whose con scious ness will cause her to re pel us for our sins against
her. (New Agers be lieve the earth is a liv ing or gan ism.)
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To the New Ager all the cos mos is a sin gle ho lis tic en tity
held to gether by an in vis i ble force that es chews de struc tion and
em braces peace, love and har mony. This, it is said, will be the
true “Age of Aquar ius.” Exactly when the Age of Aquar ius starts
(or started) has been in dispute among as trol o gers. Some be lieve
we are al ready in the Age of Aquar ius, while oth ers see it as a
com ing New Age. Still others be lieve we are in the tran si tory pe -
riod be tween the two ages which will last for a few hun dred
years. Ac cord ing to ac cepted as tro logi cal cy cles, each as tro log i cal 
age is ap prox i mately 2,150 years long, on av er age.

New Agers look for ward to the Age of Aquar ius as a time of
tran si tion for hu man con scious ness. Ac cord ing to “Lord
Maitreya,” os ten si bly chan neled through his “prophet” Benjamin
Crème, “The Aquar ian en er gies started to en ter our so lar sys tem
in 1675, but one could say the Aquar ian Age will start with
Maitreya’s Declaration of His identity and true sta tus on the Day 
of Dec la ra tion which I person ally hope and ex pect to be well be -
fore 2013, which date I expect is ar rived at from the Ma yan Cal -
en dar which ends in 2012.”2

Promi nent New Ager Deepak Chopra states, “What is most
in ter est ing to me in all this is not what may or may not hap pen
in the ex ter nal world, but rather the changes within our con -
scious ness that are avail able to us right now. It is the rad i cal
choices for trans for ma tion we can make in our life now, in di vid -
u ally and col lec tively, that will be the ul ti mate deter mi nants as to 
what kind of fu ture we will ex pe ri ence. If we choose to claim our
au then tic core of iden tity as agents of kind ness, love, and un der -
standing, then you won’t need look at 2012 with worry or an tic i -
pation—you can cre ate your own splen did trans for ma tion
right here and now.”3

One New Age Web site best sums up the New Age at ti tude:

So we come back to what they call ‘The Time of No
Time’. It is an evo lu tion ary period, short but in tense, in side
the grand cy cles where great changes take place to thrust us
into a new age of evolu tion as in di vid u als and as man kind.

As indi vid u als we will have to make de ci sions that will af -
fect us all. If we con tinue on this neg a tive path of hate, an eye
for an eye, de struc tion of na ture, of fear and ego ism, we will
enter straight into the time of de struc tion and chaos, and we
will dis ap pear as the dom i nant race of this planet. If we be -
come con scious and re al ize that we all form part of a great or -
gan ism, and that we should re spect one an other and be
grate ful to our planet, then we will move directly into pos i tive 
growth, our Golden Age. Our planet, the Sun and the Gal axy 
are await ing our de cision. It is up to us what will hap pen in
this time of change. Whether we go through a time of suf fer -
ing and de struc tion or we find our selves united in one pos i -
tive con scious ness mov ing closer to our next stage.4

A char ac ter is tic of New Age re sponses to just about ev ery -
thing re flects the false seers’ po si tions: “It all de pends.”

Con clu sion
The world places more faith in those whose pre dic tions

have proven so open-ended as to be of no value, or fail far more
often than they come to pass. Yet it re jects God’s Word whose
proph e cies have been proven to be 100 per cent re li able over the
span of thou sands of years. The spir i tual dark ness that clouds
men’s minds is to be ex pected in the un re gener ate. It is n’t sur -
pris ing that they fol low the courses of stars and planets for guid -
ing their lives, and pay no mind to the liv ing God. 

But it seems that many Chris tians are also in flu enced by
non-bib li cal and even unbiblical words of “proph ecy,” “wis -
dom,” and in struc tion. The Chris tian media are crammed with
char la tans pos ing as proph ets for profit. But some Chris tians
also look to ob vi ously non-biblical sources—even as trol ogy—for
guid ance. Some are gen u inely con cerned that some thing ter ri ble 
and dra matic is go ing to hap pen on De cem ber 21, 2012. 

God’s Word to His faith ful is this: 

He who dwells in the se cret place of the most High shall 
abide un der the shadow of the Al mighty.

I will say of YHWH, He is my ref uge and my for tress—
my God. I will trust in Him.

Surely He shall de liver you from the snare of the fowler, 
and from the noi some pes ti lence. He shall cover you with
His feath ers, and un der His wings you shall trust; his truth
shall be your shield and pro tec tor.

You shall not be afraid of the ter ror by night, nor of the
ar row that flies by day, nor for the pes ti lence that walks in
dark ness, nor for the de struc tion that wastes at noon day.

A thou sand shall fall at your side, and ten thou sand at
your right hand, but it shall not come near you. (Psalms 91:1-7)

Be lievers in Je sus look for the day when He will re turn, and
we know it will be a ter ri ble day for the unbe liev ing and un righ -
teous. But we also know that it will come as a thief in the night,
and that no one knows the day or the hour, but the Fa ther alone
(Mat thew 24:36).

We are also told not to lis ten to the false proph ets who lead
peo ple astray from the true God: 

But the prophet who pre sumes to speak a word in My
name, which I have not com manded him to speak, or who
speaks in the name of other gods, even that prophet shall die.
(Deuteronmy 18:20)

We do not put to death false proph ets to day. The Lord has
com manded us to love even His en e mies and to min is ter truth
to them for the sake of their sal va tion. But God’s Word is very
strong against proph ets who speak in the name of other gods. 

There are no log i cal or sci en tific rea sons to be lieve the
“proph e cies” re lated to 2012, or to act upon them. More im por -
tantly, God’s Word does not give us rea son to believe them.
Scrip ture is our more sure Word of Proph ecy (2 Pe ter 1:19).v
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