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[] Require that you donate your
time and talent as free labor to
the group in order 1o be
considered a4 member in good
standing?

D Require that you tithe or give any
substantial portion of your
income to the group or to its
leaders in order to be in good
standing?

[] Keep tabs on your attendance and
financial giving in order to
determine if you are “doing your
part” in supporting the group?

[] Teach that you must sLop
thinking as an individual and
begin thinking corporately,
assigning your will to the will of
the leaders, or to the will of God
as defined by your leaders?

[ Teach that everyone is “out to
get” you, your leader or your
group, and that you must be
willing to sacrifice everything,
including your life, for your leader
or for the group?

O Shun those who have left the
group and label them “reprobate,”
“dogs,” “heathen,” “publicans,” or
other derogatory terms?

L] Cover up or ignore the sins of its
leaders or its leaders’ families?
(Often the members are harshly
disciplined for their sins or even
minor indiscretions, and are made
examples of while the leaders and
their families are allowed to act as
they will.)

[ Havea reporting system that
suggests you reveal the faults or
discontentment of others? (The
excuse is often given that this is
necessary in order that they may
be “protected” from error and
kept on the right path.)

OJ Engage in public fights against its
detractors and (sometimes)
employ non-Christians to fight its
battles through lawsuits or
harrassment?

D Teach that the true Church has
not functioned or been in
existence since the first century
and that it must be “restored”
through your leaders’ revealed
truths.

[J Claim that its leader is the second
coming of Christ, and that he will
usher in the Kingdom of God for
all who follow him?

[ Stress the entering into of
coyenanis through which you
mus! remain loyal to your group,
and thatif you break that
covenant you are out of covenant
with God?

[J Teach that the Church is Christ
or that believers are some sort of
“ongoing” or “continual”
incaration of God?

[ Concentrate on teaching within a
narrow scope while generally

ignoring the greater counsel of
God revealed in the whole Bible?

] Havea “clergy-laity” mentality
that relegates the congregation to
dependence upon the leaders
effectively operating as a
“priesthood” through whom God
speaks?

[] Have a leader or pastor who is not
in submission to a generally
recognized group of elders within
the congregation?

[J Have a “board” of elders who
essentially function as little more
than rubber stamps for the
pastor’s vision or programs?

] Employ the euphemism, “Thou
shalt not touch God's anointed”
when its leaders are challenged on
the basis of biblical truth?

[J Teach that Jesus was just a man
like any other, but that He had a
special anointing—being
“Christed”—just as anyone else
can be?

D Teach that Jesus was or is an
angel or anyone other than God
incarnate?

[J Teach that you are God or “a
god?”

D Teach that there are other
“scriptures” besides the Bible in
which God’s truth has been
revealed?

D Induce an atmosphere of fear
and/or guilt among the members
for reasons that are not biblical?

CONCLUSION

The above are by no means the
only indicators of cultic activity. Nor do
one or two yes answers mean that you
are dealing with a cult (depending
upon the gravity of the questions), But
even one yes answer can indicate that
there is a cult mentality at work. If you
find any of these characteristics in your
church or organization it would benefit
you to seek counsel from a church or
organization that is qualified to assist
you in determining whether there are
any serious dangers present.

If you do not know where you can
place your trust, but you believe this
message is relevant to your situation,
you may contact Media Spotlight and
we will attempt to direct you to some-
one in your area, or to a qualified cult-
watching organization that may able to
help you.

Finally, we should heed Paul’s
words of warning “that we henceforth
be no more children, tossed to and fro,
and carried about with every wind of
doctrine, by the sleight of men, and
cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in
wait to deceive; but speaking the truth
in love, may grow up into him in all
things, which is the head, even Christ.”
(Ephesians 4:14-15) #

Copyright ©1987, 1995, Media Spotlight

PO BOX 640 SEQUIM, WA 98382-4310
Additional copies available on request,

OTHER SPECIAL REPORTS AVAILABLE FROM MEDIA SPOTLIGHT

Aborilon: some Cogent Arguments
Acupuncture: Magic or Medical Science?

America 2000: Education for the New
Word Order

Angels On Assignment: Or Demons of
Deception?

Care Bears: Not Your Ordinary Yogl Bear

D.A.R.E.: Experimental Mysticism in the
Classroom

DELIVERANCE: pemonization and the
Christian

WRITE FOR THESE AND OUR COMPLETE LIST OF SPECIAL REPORTS.
WE ALSO OFFER SELECTED BOOKS AND VIDEOS AT REDUCED PRICES.

FACTS & FALLACIES OF THE RESUR-
RECTION: The Origins of Easter Traditions

INNER HEALING: A Biblical Analysis
MARTIAL ARTS & THE CHRISTIAN
MUSIC: What Difference Does It Make?

ORAL ROBERTS: An Open Letter Regarding
False Prophecies

PROMISE KEEPERS: s What You See
What Yo u Get?

SIX ROMAN CATHOLIC DOCTRINES
That Nuliify Salvation by Grace

e e e e e e e e e e L S





