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od’s Word gives ample evidence of

His purpose to work in the lives of

those who place their trust in Himin
order to bring them into the full stature of
godliness This He accomplishes in spite of
our sin nature which continual ly wars against
the Spirit. He dso works in spite of the at-
tempts by Satanand his minionsto destroy or
seriously hamper our relationship to the Fa-
ther which was gained through faith in Jesus
Christ’s a@oning work on the cross of Cal-
vary.

Those who accept the former premise
whileignoring thelatter may find themselves
continually at alossto explanwhy they can-
not live a victorious life. That demons can
anddo afflict Christiansisnot merely ascrip-
tural trivia, it is reality. And unless we are
prepared to cope with the evil supernatural-
ismthat threatens us, we cannot hopeto serve
God to the fullest degree.

The reticence of those raised in Western
culture to acknowledge spiritual influences
upon their lives hasresulted in a Christianity
that manifests a materialistic outlook. It's as
if Christians are embarrassed to address the
subject of spirituality not only in regards to
their dependence upon God, but also in re-
gards to the spiritual warfare tha is raging
around us.

Of late, howeve, there have arisen minis-
tries devoted to waging spiritual warfare
through deliverance from evil spirits. These
deliverance ministries find diverse expres-
sion, some being more balanced than others.

However, in our research into various
deliverance ministries we have found some
problems with all of them— even the most
balanced. Y et we do not wish to completely
negate the positive aspects of deliverance. It
is our purpose to analyze the problem areas
and offer some scriptural guidelines to keep
the subject in proper perspective.

Therearecertainissueswhichareprimary
to the deliverance question:

- Wha isthe proper definition of demo-
nization or “demon-possession?’

- Hasthe L ord given authority to all be-
lieversfor all timeto cast out demons?

- Can the Holy Spirit inhabit a person
who isinhabited by demons?

- Can Christians be totally or partially
controlled by demons?

- Is the solution to demonization for
Christiansand non-Christiansdeliver-
ance or repentance?

- Is the casting out of devils a “dgn
gift?” What isthe nature of the inter-
action between Satan and believers?
Are Satan’s attacks internal (e.g.,
placing thoughts into the mind?) or
purely external? Does he know what
people—particularly Christians—
think? Does he know their inner per-
sonality and use their “unknown”
weaknesses against them?

- Can a demon afflict a Christian with-
out God'’ s permission?
- Canademon control aChristian with-

out God's permission? Would God
give a demon permission to do so?

- Can aperson inherit demonization?

- Can deliverance be taught? Should
everyone participate?

We will deal with these and other ques-
tions as we progress.

THE DELIVERANCE MESSAGE

It is becoming increasingly popular to-
day to blame the devil for all our ills.
Preachers rail against Satan. They work
themselves and their audiences into a
frenzy while claiming authority over terri-

torial spirits or while attempting to cast
out devils from people to alleviate every
minor ill. This phenomenon that istaking
hold onthe consciousnessof Christiansall
over theworld is called “deliverance.”
Modern deliverance is said to be part of
therestoration process of theChurch. That is,
the Church hasbeenwithout certainvitd ele-
mentsfor centuries, and now God isrestoring
these elements to perfect the Church before
theLordreturns (SeeVengeance IsOurs: the
ChurchinDominion, [Sword Publishers] for
a detailed account of Restorationism.)
Deliverance is based upon certain ideas:
1) every evil action (or just about every evil
action) on the part of both the lost and the
saved is the result of demonic activity from
whichevery person must be delivered by the
casting out of demons; 2) not only are evil
actionsthe problem of demonic activity, but
every sickness and every lack of the things
that would make us fulfilled and mature
Christiansisaresult of demonic activity; 3)
every personisdemonized and must be con-
tinually delivered from demons every time
he sins or actsin an unwise or unscriptural
manner, thus giving place to the devil; 4)
salvation does not guarantee deliverance
from demons, but is a prerequisite to deliv-
erance; 5) deliveranceisto bepracticedonly
on Christians; it is not wise or scriptural to
deliver the unsaved because they will only
be reinhabited by more demons and their
condition will be worse than before.

DEMONIZATION
OR DEMON POSSESSION?

One of the principle teachings of the de-
liverance ministersisthat demon possession
is an improper term not found in Scripture.
The proper word to describe people &flicted
by demonsis*“demonized” and this can mean
everything from temptation to full-blown
control by demons such as was the case with
the Gadarene demoniac whom Jesus deliv-
ered. But what does it mean scripturally?

Itistruethat “demon possession” isnot a
scriptural term. There are two Greek words
used to describe demonization: daimonizo-
mai and scheo. The first, daimonizomai,
means to be exercised or controlled by ade-
mon. The second, scheo, means to hold, or
possess, by either ownership or control.

Thedeliveranceteachersgenerally teach
that a Christian can be “demonized” evento
the extent that an evil spirit may inhabit his
body or his soul. Since the believer’s spirit
has been set free by Jesus, however, the de-
mon cannot reside there. Yet at the same
time, they deny that aChristian can be pos-
sessed by ademon. Thisis misleading, and
based on an interpretation of “possessed”
which islimited to ownership.

Thisargument, that a Christian cannot be
possessed but can be demonized, restson the
proposition that since the Christian is owned
by God (i.e., he is “possessed” by God), no
devil can possess (i.e., own) him.



The assumption that the word passessed
means only “owned” is erroneous. It has an-
other meaning just asvalid, and that is “con-
trolled.” One can control or hold in his
possession what one does not own.

For instance, what weownwecontrol; but
not everything we control do we own. | may
driveyour car, but that doesn’t mean | ownit.
Y et for thetimebeing | possessit. When you
drive your own car you both own it and con-
trol it. This is the meaning applied by the
trand ators of English versions of the Bible.

In dther case, the primary consideration
is control, not ownership. That there can be
degreesaof control over humans by demonsis
conceded. And some cases of such control
are more severe than others.

In addition, all Scripturereferencesto de-
monization indicate that the demons dwelt
inside the body of the person afflicted, and
thus had to be “cast out.”

The term “demon-possessed,” by virtue
of itsuseinthe English versons of theBible,
has become an accepted application to mean
onewhoisdemonized. Thereforethe English
trandation of daimonizomai as “possessed”
isvalid. So when we use the term, “demon
possessed,” it will be in the same context as
that used in the English Scriptures to mean
inhabited and controlled, but not necessarily
owned. The same definitionwill goply to the
term demonized, for reasons that will be-
come obvious as we continue.

| agree that a Christian cannot be owned
by Satan or ademon. But isit possiblefor a
Christian to be demonized to the degree of
being controlled by a demon? And, if so, to
what extent?

In order to be true to Scripture we must
consider every instance in which the words
daimonizomai and scheo are used, and seeif
they apply to born-again believers.
Daimonizomai

There are only thirteen instances where
theword daimonizomai isused. Eleventimes
in the KJV it istranslated “possessed.” It is
trandated “vexed” once, and “hath a de-
mon,” once. Almost half thetimes (six) it re-
fers to only one incident: the account of the
Gadarene demoniac.

In only three other instances is the term
used of individuals: Matthew 9:32-33 and
12:22 tell of two men “possessed with a
devil,” one of whom was dumb, the other
blind and dumb.” In Matthew 15:22 we find
the daughter of a Canaanite woman “griev-
ously vexed with adevil.”

In the remaining instances the word is
used generally in describing the ministry of
Jesus in delivering from sickness and from
demons*“thosethat were possessed with dev-
ils.” These are in Matthew 4:24, 8:16, and
Mak 1:32.

In one instance (John 10:21) thisword is
used where some who heard Jesus speak de-
fended Him aga nst the accusations of hisde-
tractors that “he hath a devil .”

While there are very few instances from
whichwemay draw conclusions, in every in-
dividual case, we see that the people were
clearly controlled by the demons. In two, the
people were bound by blindness and mute-
ness. In ancther, they were crazed. In yet an-
other, we learn only that a daughter was
“grievously vexed.” But the word translated
“vexed” in this instance is also daimonizo-
mai. She was not merely troubled, she was
demonized or demon possessed.

When wecompareall theinstanceswhere
thisword isused, it means someone was con-
trolled by ademon beyond that person’ s abil-
ity toresist.

Scheo

Theword, “scheo” isused only twotimes,
andisvirtually synonymouswith daimonizo-
mai. It refersto the same condition described
above: “ possession” or control by demons. In
Acts 16:16, it is used of the damsel who
brought monetary gain to people who ex-
ploited her powers of divination. She fol-
lowed Paul, Luke and Silas, proclaiming that
they showed theway to eternal life, until Paul
turned to her and commanded the demon to
comeout of her. Theonly other instanceisre-
corded in Acts 8:7, and refers to “many that
were possessed with” demons.

Pascho & Ochleo

There are two other words that relate to
demonization s milar to that which we' ve al-
ready cited above.

In two uses of the word “vexed,” the
Greek is a form of ochleo, or ochleomai,
which means*“tormented.” Thesearegeneral
casesasrecordedinLuke6:18 and Acts5:16.
Oneindividual caseisaman’s son who was
“lunatic, and sore vexed: for ofttimes he fal-
|ethinto thefire, and oft into thewater.” This
is the one that Jesus' disciples could not de-
liver, for Jesussaid that kind could be cast out
only through prayer (Matthew 17:14-21). In
this instance, the word translated “ vexed” is
pascho, which means“ suffer.” Itiswherewe
get our English word “passion.”

Under Control

In view of the evidence of control re-
vedled in every individual case, and sincein
everyindividual caseademon was cagt out of
someone, there is only one way of under-
standing the terms demonization and demon
possessed from these Greek words; habita-
tion and control by demons.

Y et two important questions remain: 1)
did demons inhabit the flesh of the people
mentioned in Scripture, or did they residein
the soul; and 2) were these peopl e saved?

CASTING OUT DEVILS

The question of whether or not devilsin-
habit the bodies or the souls of individualsis
difficult to ascertain. In severa instanceswe
see devils “cast out” of people, and in other
instances we see that people have devils“in
them.” An elaborate system of deduction has
been devised by deliverance ministersto es-

tablish their claimsthat Christianscan bein-
habited in the flesh or in the soul, but not in
the spirit, whereas non-Christianscan be in-
habited inany element of their being. But the
deductive reasoning behind these claims are
not clearly supported by Scripture

There is no evidence that demonscan in-
habit anything but a person’s body; whether
saved or unsaved isnot theissue at thispoint.
In every scriptural instance demonization
means habitation within and control of one’'s
body by an evil spirit.

Since demonization means control by an
indwelling demon, the question still remains
whether or not aChrigian can be demonized,
or inhabited by a demon. Ancther important
guestion iswhether or not the Holy Spirit can
cohabitatewithademonin someone’ sbody.

CAN CHRISTIANS BE
DEMON POSSESSED?

To support theideathat Christians can be
demonized, deliverance advocates point to
Paul’ sthornintheflesh (11 Corinthians12:7),
assuming that he had somehow opened him-
self up for ademon to enter his flesh. Thus,
they say, even Paul was demonized.

Their argument for demonization of
Christians is also predicated upon the idea
that, since Jesus ministered primarily to the
Jews, and since the Jews were God'’ s people,
they mugt have been “saved.” Therefore,
they represent “saved”’ people being inhab-
ited by demons. Asthe reasoning goes, since
they weresaved spiritually, they were not in-
habited intheir spirits but in their bodies.

Touse Paul asan example of aborn-again
person being demonized is to apply to the
word a meaning different than Scripture ap-
plies to it. Wha, exactly, the “thorn in the
flesh” was we cannot know for sure. All we
know isthat it was a“messenger of Satan to
buffet me, lest | should be exalted above
measure.” What this messenger of Satanwas
can only be guessed at.

It is possible that Paul’ s infirmities were
of aphysical nature. But this does not mean
he wasinhabited by ademon. He might have
been beaten by a guard filled with hatred
against the Gospel Paul preached—a mes-
senger of Satanthat inflicted infirmitiesupon
Paul’ s body. It may have been a demon that
buffeted his body with afflictions at the be-
hegt of God in order to keep Paul humble. In
any case, thesewould have been external, not
internal, to Paul’ s being.

In view of Scripture's use of the words
that describe demonization to mean bodily
habitationand control by demonsin everyin-
stance, it is improper to assign that term to
Paul or to anyone el sewho may betempted or
tried by demonic spirits. Otherwisewewould
have to say that every apostle was de-
monized. In fact, we would have to say that
Jesus was demonized. He was tempted in
every way we are; certainly He was tempted
by the master tempter whileinthewildemess
after Hisbaptiam.
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Scripturally, demonization doesnot mean
being tempted, tested, or even harassed by
evil spirits. It applies only to being inhabited
and controlled by evil spirits.

The bulk of deliverance messages ded
with the need for Christians to be delivered
from indwelling demons. There exists a
plethoraof material sfar toonumeroustocite.
Some are more balanced than others; none
are completely trustworthy.

If there isone area in which the deliver-
ance ministries fail to make proper distinc-
tionsit isin their classifying of all demonic
activity as demonization. Two examples of -
fered by virtually all deliveranceministersas
evidence of the demonization of Christians
is, again, Paul’s thorn in the flesh (I Corin-
thians 12:7), and Ananias' and Sapphira's
hearts being filled by Satan to lieto the Holy
Spirit (Acts5:1-10). But thereisavast differ-
ence between being tempted, influenced or
even attacked by a demon, and being con-
trolled by a demon. Thislack of differentia-
tion has resulted in erroneous teachings on
the question of whether a true Christian can
be demonized in the proper sense of the
word—that is, inhabited and controlled by a
demon.

If we alow the loose interpretation that
sees demonization as any activity involving
demons, then the deliverance proponents are
correct in saying that every Christian is de-
monized and must continually submit to de-
liverance at the hands of a deliverance
minister.

If, however, weapply theterm demoniza-
tion in its proper scriptural context to mean
being controlled by demons, then the ques-
tion of whether or not Christians can be de-
monized without God's permisson comes
into play. Equally important is the question
of whether or not God would even alow his
children to become controlled by demonsin
the first place.

This is critical to theissue of repentance
versus deliverance. If we can be controlled,
then we are not responsible for our actions
other than committing some heinous sin that
would prompt the Father to give us over to
the control of Satan in thefirst place. On the
other hand, if all our actions are ultimately
within our own power, then we cannot blame
the devil for our sins or for their conse-
guences. We must blame ourselves and, in
humble repentance, ask God' s forgiveness.

While the Scripturesdo not offer asingle
mention of the possibility of true believers
being controlled by demons, they do speak
clealy tothisissue of our own responsibility
for our sins and the need for repentance:

This then is the message which we
have heard of him, anddeclareunto you,
that God islight, and in himis no dark-
nessat all.

If we saythat we have fellowship with
him, and walk in darkness, welie, and do
not the truth:

But if wewalk in the light, asheisin
thelight, we have fellowship onewith an-
other, and the blood of Jesus Christ his
Son cleanseth us fromall sin.

If we say that we have no sin, we de-
ceiveourselves, andthetruthisnotinus.

If we confess our sins, he is faithful
and just to forgive us our sins, and to
cleanse us fromall unrighteousness.

If we say that we have not sinned, we
makehimaliar, and hiswordisnotinus.
(I John 1:5-10)

Temptation by Satan and/or his demons
may afflict us, but so, too, do temptations of
our own flesh. In neither case can we say that
whenwearetempted wearedemonized. God
has given us the grace to resist temptation
from the enemy and from our own sin nature.
Butitisuptoustoexerciseour willsindecid-
ing to resist that temptation.

In the case where we may be tempted by
the devil we are instructed plainly to “resist
the devil and he will flee from you” (James
4:7). When we are tempted by the lusts that
war in our memberswe aretold to flee them
and to follow after godliness (Il Timothy
2:22).

Acoording to Scripture, it isour own lugs
that tempt us. If Satantemptsusitisprimarily
in those areas that constitute our secret de-
sires for particular sinsin the first place. He
works on our own aress of lust. If we suc-
cumb, the solution is not deliverance but re-
pentance.

Body, Soul or Spirit?

Thereason for theideathat Christianscan
be demonized is the belief that Jesus deliv-
ered our spiritsonly—it isup to usto deliver
ourselves from the demonic spirits until we
have freed both soul and body. Thisentailsa
process of deliverance that Scripture no-
whereaddresses. It' sasif the Lord hasleft us
at the mercy of Satan, and now we must seek
out adeliverance minister to truly set usfree.
Thecatchisthat wewill never becompletely
set free. Every ill that besetsusinlifewill re-
quire renewed deliverance.

Most deliverance teachers affirm that
Scripture does not say that Christians can be
demonized. It is deduced from applying the
deliverance theory to certain Scriptures and
combining them with perceived experiences.
And some of the experiences are truly re-
markable if we can trust the deliverance
teachers to be truthful.

Thereisno question, judging by the prob-
lemsinherent in the Church today, that some
pastors and leaders are demonized, asthe de-
liverance ministers claim. Many of the mes-
sages heard from the pul pits are doctrines of
demons propagated by men and women who
are overt enemies of the cross of Christ.

Nor, for that matter, isthere any question
that somewho claim to be Christians are de-
monized at least to some extent. A great
number of people in the pews are nominal,
not true Christians. But because someone has

made a profession of faith in Jesus Christ, or
has attained leadership in the Church, or can
be credited with many good works, does not
mean that he or sheis atrue believer.

The True Believer

In spite of Scripture’s clear teachings on
repentance while remaining relatively dlent
in regards to deliverance, most deliverance
ministries deal with those whom they per-
ceive to be Christians rather than with unbe-
lievers. Thus there is cause for serious
concern asto whether they even properly un-
derstand the definition of demonization or,
for that matter, if they understand what con-
stitutes atrue believer in Jesus Christ.

Thedefinition of atruebeliever in Jesusis
onewhose spirit has been regenerated by the
indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit, given
at the moment of conversion. Heisasaint, set
apart from out of the world for the Father's
use. His conversion is not predicated upon
his “acceptance of Christ,” for there is no
such idea in Scripture. His conversion is
predicated upon Christ’s acceptance of him
based upon the Father' s choicein the admini-
stration of His grace (John 15:16; Ephesians
1:4; 1l Thessalonians2:13-14; | Peter 2:4-9).

The true believer is holy (i.e., sanctified
—set apart for God) evenif not perfect, just as
any vessd used in the service of God is holy
yet not perfect. Theimperfectionswill remain
until we have put on the new body fashioned
after that which the Lord Jesus inhabits as a
result of the Resurrection.

The marks of atrue believer in Christ are
works of righteousness which grow out of
obedienceto God’scal upon our lives. They
are not works of self-righteousness, nor do
they merit any favor from God apart fromHis
grace, because perfection, even thoughwedo
not attain it, is our reasonable service. If we
are to submit our bodies as living sacrifices,
holy, and acceptable to God (Romans 12:1),
then it goeswithout saying that our entire be-
ing—body, soul and spirit—must be submit-
ted to God. Ye we will remain imperfect
until we rise from thegrave.

A person who does not grow in the grace
of God, but after making aprofession of faith
continues in spite of instruction from the
Scriptures to live according to hisown will,
has demonstrated that he lacks the faith nec-
essary for salvation and sanctification.

Contrary to the many who teach other-
wise, sanctificaion does not come subse-
guent to salvation. It is part and parcel of the
salvation experience. Although it may be
said that sanctification is an ongoing process
which increases with knowledge of God's
will and our surrenderto Hiswill, it began be-
forethe foundation of the world. For wewho
are Chrig’s were sanctified (i.e., set apart)
from the foundation of the world:

Blessed bethe God and Father of our

Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us

with all spiritual blessings in heavenly

placesin Christ:
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According as he hath chosen us in
him before the foundation of the world,
that we should be holy and without
blame beforehimin love:

Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to
hirmself, according to the good pleasure
of hiswill,

Tothepraiseof theglory of hisgrace,
wherein he hath made us acceptedin the
beloved.

In whom we have redemption
through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, accordingtotherichesof hisgrace;

Wher einhe hath abounded toward us
in all wisdom and prudence;

Having madeknown unto usthe mys-
tery of his will, according to his good
pleasure which he hath purposedin him-
self:

That inthe dispensation of thefulness
of times he might gather together in one
all things in Christ, both which arein
heaven, and which areon earth; evenin
him

Inwhomal sowe have obtained anin-
heritance, being predestinated accord-
ingto the purposeof himwhoworketh all
thingsafter the counsel of hisownwill:

That weshould beto the praise of his
glory, who first trusted in Christ. (Ephe-
sians 1:3-12)

This entire passage speaks of God's chil-
dren being set apart—or sanctified—from
the foundation of the world. Yet if we were
sanctified from the foundation of the world,
then why are not all Christiansliving in obe-
dience to God?

The deliverance minister would say it's
because we aredemonized and unabletolive
in obedienceto God until the demons are ex-
pelled from us. The Scriptures say it's be-
causeweare proneto sin unlesswe submit to
the leading of the Holy Spirit.

The true believer will receive correction
from God’ sWord and will submittotheHoly
Spirit (perhaps after some struggling), thus
exhibiting spiritual growth toward confor-
mity to the image of Christ.

Among the unbelieving there are those
who claim Christianity but refuse correction.
They continue in sin openly.

There are also among the unbelieving
those who claim to be Christians but whose
works are motivated by a religious spirit
rather than by the spirit of God. These are
they who attain positions of leadership
through their own volition; their works are
not submitted tothewill of the Father, but are
performed with the expectati on that any good
work is pleasing to God.

Thisisn't to say that true believers do not
fall into these traps themselves. But their
willingness to receive correction results in
their cong stently being conformed to theim-
age of Christ. Those who continue in sin
without repentance have not been regener-

ated by God' s Spirit. Thisiswhy John could
say that if we sin we have an advocate with
the Father, Jesus Christ, who, if we confess
our sinswill forgive us and cleanse us from
all unrighteousness, andyet afew verses|ater
proclaim that those who are born of God do
not sin (I John 1:8-3:10).

In every case, it is repentance that sets us
aright with God and enables us to live the
sanctified life. Nowherein Scriptureisdeliv-
erance for the true believer established as a
requisite to sanctification.

This being the case, how do we address
the fact that deliverance ministries attain a
degree of successin the apparent casting out
of demonsfrom Christians?In view of Scrip-
ture aone, we must conclude that these were
not true believers, but merely professing
Christians who, in their own consciences,
would swear on astack of Biblesthat they are
true believers. Among them are even pastors
and teachers.

What the deliverance ministers are a-
tempting to do, therefore, is cast demons out
of non-believers, while thinking they are
casting them out of believers. Remember,
however, that weare not discussing affliction
from demons, whether in the body or against
the mind, but we are discussing control by
demons—demonization in the true biblical
sense of the word.

If we are to understand demonic influ-
encesin the Church, in the world, and in our
own lives, wemust not fail to makethesedis-
tinctions.

No one disputes the fact that Christians
can be tempted by external forces, whether
natural or supernatural. Nor, for that matter,
can one dispute the fact that Christians can
suffer under trialsand tribul ationsof life, and
even be sorely harassed by demons. But de-
monization is more than these; it is, by al
Scriptural evidences, control by ademon. So
the real question is, can atrue Christian be
controlled by ademon? Doesthe Lord allow
such athing?

The Scriptures say no:

There hath no temptation taken you
but such asiscommonto man: but Godis
faithful, who will not suffer you to be
tempted above that ye are able; but will
with the temptation also make a way to
escape, that ye may be able to bear it. (1
Corinthians 10:13)

If the Son therefore shall make you
free, yeshall befreeindeed. (John 8:36)

Doyethink that the scripture saith in
vain, Thespirit that dwdlethinuslusteth
to envy?

But he giveth more grace. Wherefore
he saith, God redsteth the proud, but
giveth grace unto the humble.

Submit yourselves therefore to God.
Resist the devil, and he will flee from
you.

Draw nigh to God, and he will draw
nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sin-

ners, and purify your hearts, ye double-
minded.

Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep:
let your laughter be turned to mourning,
and your joy to heaviness.

Humble yourselvesin the sight of the
Lord, and he shall lift you up. (James
4:5-10)

These and many other Scriptures tell us
that we who are in Christ are free from the
control of Satan. Those who are born again
by the blood of Christ—who have been
washed clean and established in the King-
dom of God by faith can resist the devil. And
if wehavethechoicetores ¢, thenwe cannot
be controlled. We cannot be demonized.

What we need, then, is constant washing
by the Word of God which gives us the
knowledge, wisdom and discernment torec-
ognizetheevil that besets us. Evil does beset
us, but itisexternal tous; itisnotinternal, ex-
cept insofar as our own flesh warsagaing the
Spirit of God within us. This is why we are
toldto wak in the Spirit and not in the flesh.
But this, again, is a choice we make.

So yes, there are those in the churches
who do need deliverance. There are de-
monized peoplewho need that ministry. But
the true believer is not among them.

When weaddresstheissue of truebeliev-
erswemust concedethat demonicattacksare
possible, not only against those who are dis-
obedient to the will of the Father, but even
against those whose livesreflect near-perfect
obedience to His will.

In the case of those who are disobedient,
such attacks may be permitted by the Father
asameansof chastisement. Thiswasthecase
with the man whose sin of incest scandalized
the Corinthian Church, and whom Paul re-
manded to Satan in order that hisbody be de-
stroyed that his soul might be saved (I
Corinthians 5:1-5). Since chastisement isthe
manner in which our Father corrects us for
unrepentant sin, it should always lead to re-
pentance in the true believer. In that case,
sincethe Father’ s purpose hasbeen achieved,
the enemy would have to flee and the attack
would cease.

Inthe case of thosewho aregenerdly obe-
dient, such attacks may be permitted by the
Father forthe purposeof testing, or to keep us
humble, as wasthe case with Paul’ sthornin
the flesh. Here we must rely upon His grace
to see us through.

In either case, the Scriptures do not point
to deliverancebut torepentanceor toreliance
upon Hisgrace. Suchreliancewould cause us
to be content in whatever state we find our-
selves, provided we can, with assurance, say
that we have not sinned to bring the attack
against us, and we have been obedient in
seeking andfollowing thewill of the Father.

If Christians resist the devil he will flee
fromthem. This, again, isan act of one’ swill
to aurrender to God' swill andtoresistsin. To
attempt to cast out a demon rather than ad-
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dress the problem of sinwill result inthe sin
remaining. Y et thisisthegeneral gpproach of
the modern deliverance advocates. They are
treating an imaginary disease and neglecting
the real source of infection: the love of sin
within the heart of the person. This can only
be effectively dealt with through reproof, re-
buke, and exhortation from God's Word,
along with prayer and, in some cases, even
fasting.

What If?

But suppose we do not make the right
choice. Suppose we choose to enter into sin,
or inadvertently find ourselves caught in de-
ception. Do we need deliverance?

There is always the possbility that a
Christian can enter into areas whereby sa-
tanic influences begin to manifest them-
selvesinhislife. Hemay take up someoccult
teaching or methodology, sometimes inno-
cently and in the name of Christ. There are
many winds of doctrine blowing about the
churches—doctrines of demons which bind
Christians because they lack understanding.
Perhaps they believe a lie because their mo-
tives are less than pure.

There could be any number of reasons
why Christiansareled astray. But, again, the
influences upontheir livesareexternal. They
are not internal. There is no demon control-
ling them, making them sit at the feet of false
teachers.

In such cases, however, there may be
times when, after having repented, they will
have to command any evil spirits that have
plagued them to depart in the name of Jesus.
But repentance must take placein order to be
able to exercise the authority of His name.

For the most part, the deliverance they
need is provided through obedience to the
Word of God. If they will surrender to the
Word of God and itsinstructionsin godliness
and humility, they will be delivered from the
false doctrines that have kept them bound.
Those who remain in those doctrines do so
because their hearts are not right or because
they have not yet come to the knowledge of
God's Word which will lead to the repen-
tance that can st them free.

There are thousands who have come out
of false teachings and, having washed their
consciencesin thewater of the Word of God,
have been set free to proclaim salvationfrom
bondageto others till in that bondage. They
did not haveto have demonscast out of them.

Some Appeals To Scripture

What about the claims of the deliverance
advocates that the Jews were God’s chosen
people and were therefore evidence of the
saved being demonized or demon possessed?
In particular, they point to Luke 13:11-16,
where a woman whom Jesus called a
“daughter of Abraham” wasdelivered froma
spirit of infirmity. In defense of Hisministry,
Jesus asked the religious leaders,

And ought not this woman, being a
daughter of Abraham, whom Satan hath

bound, lo, these eighteen years, be
loosed from this bond on the sabbath
day? (Luke 13:16)

By all other appearances, thiswoman was
not controlled by the demon except for her
being “ bowed together, and in no wise could
lift up herself.”

There are two possibilities, neither of
which is made clear in Scripture, both of
which add nothing to the argument of deliv-
erance advocates.

The first possibility is that, although this
woman was a daughter of Abraham after the
flesh, she may not have been atrue believer
until she encountered Jesus. This aso fits
with the second possibility, which is that
God, for the purpose of manifesting His
grace and greatness through Jesus, allowed
an evil spirit to bind thiswoman’sflesh for a
season. Thiswould agreewith Jesus' healing
of the blind man in John 9:1-38. Here Jesus
states that the man was blind not because he
or his parents had sinned, but so that “the
works of God should be made manifest in
him.”

In verses 35-38, we find that the man did
not believein the Son of God asyet, because
he didn’t know who He was.

Romans 2:28-29 saysthat oneisnot aJew
who is one only outwardly, that is, in the
flesh, but oneisaJew by faith. Therefore, not
everyonewhowasaJew under the Old Cove-
nant was a child of God, even though they
could be called children of Abraham after the
flesh.

When Jesus came, it wasto thelogs house
of Israel. Hecameto save sinnersand to point
the way to eternal life. The former covenant
was done away at the Passover supper when
Jesus ingtituted the New Covenant in His
blood. Shortly thereafter Hewascrucified for
the sins of the world, and particularly for the
sins of those who would believein Him.

Now we who come to Him by faith under
the terms of the New Covenant have cruci-
fied our own flesh with its affections (Gala
tians5:24). We havebeen buried withHimin
baptism, and raised to new life (Colossians
2:12). We have entered into His protection
whereby He spoiled principalities and pow-
ers, making a spectacle of them openly, and
triumphing over them (Colossians 2:15). We
have been blessed with all spiritual blessings
in heavenly placesin Christ (Ephesians 1:3).
Wehavebeen predestined to be conformed to
the image of Christ (Romans 8:29).

Y et there is one situation which must be
addressed, and which is used by deliverance
advocatesto provethat a Christian can be de-
monized or demon possessed. ItisPaul’sin-
structionsto the Corinthian church to deliver
to Satan for thedestruction of hisflesh, onein
their midst who was openly afornicator.

Does this mean, then, that the Church
should deliver people over to Satan for the
habitation and control by demons? God
forbid!

What Paul was saying wasthat the church
should pray for the person caught in sin so
that, if it were necessary to the salvation of
his soul, his flesh might be destroyed. This
could be through any number of meanssuch
asaccident, sickness, and even death uponre-
pentance. But these need not be caused by in-
ternal demonicspirits. They may betheresult
of external demonic influences. It would cer-
tainly be counter-productive to pray for the
man to become demonized, or controlled by
an evil spirit!

Nor arewetold that this person was atrue
believer at thetime. Obviously he had not re-
pented of hissin. Itisalso afact that many in
the churches are not truly born again by the
Spirit of God. Yet aslong as they are in the
churchesit is up to those who are spiritual to
take whatever means are necessary to bring
the person to repentance so that they may be
delivered from their sins. This may or may
not include the casting out of demons. In
most casesit is sin, not demons, from which
they must be delivered.

Interestingly, the deliverance advocates
cite Il Timothy 2:24-26 as a proof text to
show that Chrigians can be inhabited by de-
mons:

And the servant of the Lord must not
strive; but be gentle unto all men, apt to
teach, patient,

In meekness instructing those that
opposethemselves; if God peradventure
will give them repentance to the ac-
knowl edging of the truth;

Andthat they may recover themselves
out of the snare of the devil, who are
taken captive by him at his will.

The deliverance teachers point to the fact
that these people are taken captive by the
devil at his will as evidence that Christians
can be demonized. But, again, it is obvious
that Paul was instructing Timothy in the
teaching of al men, not jus Christians, rec-
ognizing that in the churches there are unbe-
lievers as well as believers. And what is
Paul’ ssolution?Itisnot the casting out of de-
mons; it is repentance to the acknowledging
of thetruth. Nowhere did hesay these people
needed deliverance.

Experience

What about the experiences that prolifer-
ate among deliverance advocates? They
point to pastors and good Christians having
demons cast out with manifestations of
strange voices, screaming, vomiting, and all
manner of bizarre evidences. Mass deliver-
ances are conducted in churches while pan-
demonium reigns.

If such things happen in churches among
God’ speaple, how canwesay that Chridians
cannot be inhabited and controlled by de-
mons?

There is an answer that will not satisfy
thosewho follow after these“ evidences,” but
which is compatible with the Bible's teach




ings about demonization and about freedom
in Christ for the believer.

Again, not al peoplein the churches are
truly born again by the Spirit of God.
Many—perhaps even the majority of—so-
called “ Christians’ in our churches are noth-
ing more than pagans who have exchanged
one fetish or religious idol for another. To
them Jesus is a source of magic—agod who
will respond to their religious activities and
methodologies just as the demon gods re-
spond to incantations and rote prayers. They
do not know the real Jesus.

Thereason is that the majority of people
who comeinto the churchesdo so on the ba-
sis of afalse gospel. It is agospel that talks
about Jesusand alowsfor muchintheway of
truth: His virgin birth, His deity, His death
and resurrection, the efficacy of His blood,
and other important doctrines. But that is all
these are—doctrines. Thesedoctrinesare be-
lieved, just asthe devil sbelievethetruth. But
there hasbeen no life-changing, regenerating
experience of the Holy Spirit. Consequently,
most who call themselves Chrigians obey
theWord of God only up tothe point that they
agree with it; if they do not agree with it on
some point, or find it difficult to adhere to
(however minor it may seem in the overal
context of salvation, regeneration, and sanc-
tification) then they will not obey it.

There appears to be evidence of spiritua
growth in their lives when, in fact, al they
havereally evidencedisagrowthinreligious
consciousnessand asenseof mordity that of -
ten proves subjective.

They bring into the Church their idols of
the heart, their self-love and self-will. They
strive to serve God in their own strength
rather than surrender their willsto allow God
to use them in their weaknesses so that He
will receive theglory. The deceitfulness and
desperately wicked condition of their hearts
is masked even to themselves by their relig-
iousservice. Toall outward appearancesthey
are good Christians. But they harbor secret
sinsthat plaguethem—sinsthey are not will-
ing to give up. These may be anything from
sexua sins to gossip. They may be nothing
more than the proclivity to pick and chooseto
what degreethey wish to obey theScriptures.
Anditisn’tthesesinsthat set them apart from
thetrue believer; it istheir refusal to want to
do anything about these sins in the manner
prescribed by Scripture.

Rather than resist the devil, rather than
surrender one's will and overcome tempta-
tion by the time-consuming and, yes, some-
times tedious method of studying the
Scriptures, spending timein prayer and fast-
ing, surrendering completely to God’ s Word
anddyingto self-will and self-love, they seek
to havedevilscast out of them. That, after all,
isthe easy way out. All one need do isvomit
and he can believe he is sanctified. He can
continue to shout, “Praise the Lord!” If he
goes back to his old way of living he can al-

ways blame the devil for not letting go of
him. Time for another deliverance session.

Admittedly, to bring one's flesh under
control and to resist the devil takes more
work that just screaming in order to release
the demons. Amazingly, this simplistic
course was never thought of by Jesus or the
apostlesin dealing with the truly demonized
people they encountered.

Thefact that so many chase after deliver-
ance rather than choose to surrender to the
control of the Holy Spirit is evidence that
they are not born again by the Spirit, unless,
of course, they arein ignorance for a season.
There are believers who follow these things
until they come to the maturity of the Faith
and gain understanding.

The Spirit of God compelsustolivegodly
lives. He gives us a hunger for God's Word
and adesireto livein accordance with it. He
does not allow for excuses that place the
blame on the devil for the manifestations of
our own evil hearts.

When we sin we need not chase after de-
liverers. If we confess our sins, God isfaith-
ful and just to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness (I John
1:9). Itistheblood of Christ that cleanses us
from sin (vs. 7). And we have one mediator
and advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ,
who ever livesto makeintercession for us (I
John 2:1; | Timothy 2:5; Hebrews 7:24-25).

Yes it may appear that Christians need
deliverance, but in light of Scripture’ steach-
ing on demonization and the error propa
gated by those who practice wholesale
deliverance, they are dealing with non-
believers who may truly be demonized, or
with Christians who lack proper understand-
ing of God's Word and the real power that
can set them free from their sins. In the
former case, if thereis any true deliverance,
the person must be led to Christ by instruc-
tion in the true Gospel. In the latter case, the
person must be instructed in righteousness
and discipledintheFaith. It takesreproof, re-
buke, exhortation and encouragement to
bring usinto correction. Such things must be
donein aspirit of humility and love, not for-
getting whence we came ourselves.

Toinsist that true Christians undergo re-
peated deliverance sessions hampers their
spiritual growth by diverting their attention
from their sins to an imagined demon in-
dwelling them. Thismay haveapositive psy-
chological effect, and the person may begin
to act properly and even holy because of the
placebo effect. But in most cases thiswill be
temporary, and the need for deliverance will
arise again. The spiritual effect of deliver-
ancesessionsfor atruebelieverisminimal at
best, because he has not repented of his sin.
This, then, results in just the opposite result
of that desired: outward holiness that masks
inward corruption. Scripture allows for no
other remedy for sinthan repentance. Refusal
to repent may eventually lead to ahardening

of the heart. This, in turn, may lead to gpos-
tasy—a willful turning away from the truth
and trampling underfoot the blood of Christ
by which one has been sanctified. Once that
threshold has been crossed, Hebrews 6 and
10 indicae that there is no more repen-
tance—no more hope.

DEPENDENCE

The loose application of the scriptural
term for demonization where it does not ap-
ply can create a climate of fear among those
who follow the deliverance ministers. Rather
than look to their own flesh as the cause of
their sins, they look to devils as the cause.
They fear that if they make one dip, a devil
will take them over and they will need to be
delivered once again.

Thisisgoodfor thedeliverers; they keepa
followingof dependent soulsflocking to sup-
port them in the same manner the word-faith
teachers keep people dependent upon them.
Thereisawaysanew revelaion, anew tech-
nique, anew methodol ogy, anew teaching on
cassette tape or in books that one must pur-
chase in order to be sure he has exhausted
every avenue of escape from demonization.

M uch of what the deliveranceteachers es-
pouseistrue. They warn against involvement
in the occult, pornography, and other evilsin
the world. In fact, | would say that some of
their teachings on these things are among the
beg available. But they also imply strongly
that even if one were to inadvertently touch
something unclean or happen to see an ob-
scene picture, they will fall under the devil’'s
influence and will need to be delivered. That
influence may be sickness in the body, men-
tal torment or diding into sn; it may be any
number of adversitiesfrom which the person
will need deliverance. Thereisagreat lack of
faithinthe Lord s ability to keep usfromthe
devil’s clutches.

Without adoubt, we must live holy lives.
And we should be aware of the influences
that the evils of the world can have upon our
mindsto cause usto sn. But we alone arere-
sponsible for our sins. We cannot say, “the
devil made medoit.”

CAN DEMONS AFFLICT CHRISTIANS
WITHOUT GOD’S PERMISSION?
Even if Christianscannot be possessed by

demons, thefact remainsthat demons can af-

flict us. Again, we point to Paul’ sthorninthe
fleshasevidence. Butjust aswell, wepoint to
that thorn as evidence that God's will is at
work in such cases. God' s Word gives us as-
surancethat nothing can befall uswithout our

Father’ s attention, or in accordance with His

will for our lives:

And we know that all things work to-
gether for good to themthat |ove God, to
themwho arethe calledaccording to his
purpose

For whom he did foreknow, he also
did predestinate to be conformed to the
image of his Son, that he might be the
firgborn among many brethren.
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Moreover whom he did predestinate,
themhealso called: andwhomhecalled,
them healsojustified: and whom he jus-
tified, them he also glorified.

What shall we then say to these
things? If God be for us, who can be
against us? (Romans 8:28-31)

In dl things we are more than conquerors
through Christ Jesus who loves us:

For | am persuaded, that neither
death, nor life, nor angels, nor princi-
palities, nor powers, nor things present,
nor things to come,

Nor height, nor depth, nor any other
creature, shall be able to separate us
from the love of God, which isin Christ
Jesus our Lord. (Romans 8:38-39)

Christians who fear Satan—who think
that they can become demon possessed at all,
do not understand the efficacy of Christ's
sacrifice on the cross.

It istruethat God will allow and even use
evil spiritsto chastise Hischildren; but chas-
tisement does not include giving us over to
Satan for his control. And if chastisement is
theissue, then thesolutionisnot deliverance,
but repentance.

Should we be tested rather than chastised,
as Job wastested, then the solution is patient
endurance of our trialsthrough faithin God' s
faithfulness. All attempts by today’ sdeliver-
ance ministers would have failed with Job.
He would not have been delivered because
the problem was not one of demonization,
but one of testing according to God's sover-
eign will. Neither would Paul have been de-
livered, because the purpose of God was
being implemented in perfecting Paul in
righteousness.

The issue of whether God would allow
His children to become controlled by devils
is out of the question. Otherwise, we could
say that we were tempted by God. But James
1:13-15 offers acaution:

Let no man say when he istempted, |
am tempted of God: for God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he
any man:

But every man is tempted, when heis
drawn away of hisownlust, and enticed.

Then when lust hath conceived, it
bringethforth sin: and sin, when it isfin-
ished, bringeth forth death.

If, then, evil spirits cannot exercisecontrol
over aChristian’ scircumstances, let alone his
actions, unless God wills it, then the solution
to dl our problemsliesin obedienceto God's
Word. Part of thisobediencerequiresusto put
on thewhole armor of God in order that we be
able to stand against the wiles of the devil
(Ephesians 6). This does not mean that we
stand there saying, “now I'm putting on the
breastplate of righteousness; now I’ m putting
on the helmet of salvation,” and so on. We do
not put on the armor and teke it off at will.
What it means is to walk in fath, constantly

clothed in the armor of God provided through
theindwelling presence of theHoly Spirit. This
is not to say that failure to walk in the attrib-
utes of the armor will result in our becoming
demonized, but that, unlesswe arewalking in
that armor, we will not be ableto gain victory
over sin and adverse circumstances.

Does this mean that we will have given
Satan control ? Of our circumstances, yes; of
our bodies and wills, no. Deliverance is not
the answer for the believer except in circum-
stances of external harassment due to our
having given place to the devil. And even
then—whether or not deliverance is em-
ployed—Itisonly part of the answer. Repen-
tance from sin and obedience to God are the
primary answers. Without these, deliverance
accomplishes nothing.

Only the non-believer can be controlled
or demon possessed. And even in the non-
believer's case, after deliverance is accom-
plished, thereis still the need for repentance,
or else his latter state will be worse than his
former state (Matthew 12:43-45). In this the
deliverance advocates are correct.

CAN THE HOLY SPIRIT COHABI-
TATE
WITH A DEMON?

Many who challenge the deliverance min-
istry say that it is impossible for the Holy
Spirit to cohabitate with an evil spirit—evil
cannot exist inthesight of holiness. Thisbeing
stated with all good intentions, itisnot exactly
true. The deliverance ministers are correct in
pointing out that our own flesh is sinful, and
the Holy Spirit must contend with our carnal
minds. And, certainly, God can dwell where
He chooses.

There is acertain rational e to suggest that
God's Spirit was in His prophets, such as
Balaam, and even King Saul, but that evil
spirits also took up residence within them.
But the fact that they were judged for their
sinsindicatesthat they wereresponsible they
were not controlled by any demons.

If there isany valid argument against the
idea of the Holy Spirit dwelling in the same
body asademon, it might bethat theevil spirit
cannot dwell in the presence of God's holi-
ness. The question of the Holy Spirit’ s ability
to dwell in the presence of demons is rather
moot. Of course He can dwell in the presence
of demons; Hedwellsinthe presenceof sinin
our own flesh and in our minds. Itisn't amat-
ter of the Holy Spirit’s ability to dwell in the
presence of demons, but of the demons’ abil-
ity to dwell in the presence of the Holy Spirit.
Scripturerecordsthereaction of demonstothe
presence of Jesus. one of terror and fear. Why
should God flee? It is the demons that must
flee at the presence of God. But, again, thisis
amoot point. No one can answer thisquestion
one way or the other with empirical evi-
dence, which Scripture does not offer.

And no real purposeisserved by trying to
dispute the mechanics of this proposition, so
it is best to simply remember that a born-

again Christian cannot be indwdt or con-
trolled by an evil spirit at al. He can be
greatly tempted, harassed, and even afflicted
in hisbody by ademon; but he cannot be con-
trolled.

INHERITANCE

An area in which deliverance advocates
appear to becorrect isinthe possibility of in-
heritance of demonic possession.

How this occursis only guessed a, but a
demon-paossessed person may actualy trans-
fer demons to their offspring. While this is
only theory, it is not implausible in light of
certain Scriptures:

| the Lord thy God ama jeal ous God,
vidting the iniquity of the fathers upon
the children unto the third and fourth
generation of them that hate me. (Exo-
dus 20:5)

And God looked upon the earth, and,
behold, it was corrupt; for all flesh had
corrupted his way upon the earth.
(Genesis 6:12)

Exactly how God visitstheiniquity of the
fathers upon their descendants is not stated.
Butthereareevidencesthatthoseinvolvedin
false religious systems pass their blindness
onto their children. Whether or not this is
transference of spiritsisunclear, but it is not
implausible. The problem is that some wish
to build doctrines upon these theories which
they use to validate their ddiverance minis-
tries.

Theteaching of deliveranceinsiststhat, if
anyone in your family line practiced any
formof occultism, you will need to be deliv-
ered from theinherited demons. Sincenoone
really knows who in their family line may
have beeninvolved inthe occult, it is neces-
sary for everyone to undergo deliverance
from familial demons, just in case. If there
are none, of course, then the person is no
worse off than had he not undergone the de-
liverance session.

Thisis afallacious argument which, like
al religious activity that stems from the
imagination of man, supposesthat the power
of God can be activated through formula
prayer and/or incantation. Thereisno regard
for theleading of the Holy Spirit through dis-
cernment.

In the event of genuine demonic activity,
theHoly Spirit will reveal the need for deliv-
eranceif it isthewill of the Father. To enter
into a deliverance process without the lead-
ing of the Holy Spirit isagrievous sin. It is
presumptuous and therefore is equivalent to
offering srangefire. Presumptionissel f-will
and islikened in Scripture to witchcraft and
idolatry (I Samuel 15:23).

CAN SATAN READ OUR THOUGHTS?

In view of Acts5:1-10, where Peter asks
Ananias, “why hath Satanfilled thineheart to
lieto the Holy Ghost,” there is reason to be-
lieve tha Satan can influence even the
thoughts of true Christians.
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These Scriptures are used to “prove’ that
Christians can be demon possessed. Satan
entered Ananias’ heart and put thoughts in
his mind. But this doesn’t mean that Satan
took up physical residence in his physical
heart. It merely means that Satan filled An-
anias heart withtemptation. If, infact, Satan
filled Ananias physically and took control of
him, then Ananias was not responsible.

Yet, even alowing for that possibility,
why did Peter continue by asking Ananias,
“why hagt thou conceived this thing in thine
heart?’

Regardless of where the thought in his
mind originated, Ananias conceived within
his own heart the plan to defraud God. Satan
then filled his heart up by encouraging the
evil intent toward completion. It was An-
anias choice to resist the devil or not to re-
sist. Evidently hedid not resist, and paid the
consequences for his sin. The mere fact that
he had a choice is evidence that he till had
control. Therefore, he was not demonized.

Whether or not Satan can place thoughts
into our mindsisonly oneside of atwo-sded
coin. The other side asks the question
whether or not Satan can read our thoughts.

While there are no Scriptures that say he
can, there are none that say he can't. Many
Christians testify that some who practice oc-
cult science (somein Jesus name) havebeen
able to read their minds, telling them details
about their livesthat only they know.

Again, however, no enemy has access to
our minds unless God alows it or causes it
for Hiseternal purposes. The only other pos-
sibility isthat wegive Satanplaceinour lives
by our refusal to repent and conform our
thoughtsto the Word of God. In any case, we
are still under God' s protection. We must be
careful not to be taken in by impressivefeats
and assume that, if something istrue or su-
pernatural, it must be of God. We should not
seek out such experiences to get direction in
our lives. To do so is no different than seek-
ing consultation from afortuneteller.

If werefuseingructionfrom God'sWord,
we do not need it from some person who
claimsto have specia accessto God's mind.
God'sWord is His mind. And it containsall
we need for growing in wisdom and knowl-
edge, and in maturing toward the stature of
Christ.

All Scriptureis given by inspiration

of God, andisprofitable for doctrine, for

reproof, for correction, for instructionin

righteousness:
That the man of God may be perfect,
throughly furnished unto all good works.

(I Timothy 3:16-17)

If we seek counsel for our livesit must be
through those who apply God's Word to our
situation, not psychological theory or human
wisdom (the profane and vain babblings of
which Paul warned Timothy). Ultimately, we
each should be students of God’ sWordin or-
der to show ourselves approved, workmen

that need not beashamed, rightly dividing the
Word of Truth (11 Timothy 2:15).

Of courseg, study of the Word takes time
and effort. It isfar easier to seek out fortune
tellersand assuage our consciences with the
rationalizationthat itisalright aslong asthe
person tells us in the name of Jesus Christ
what we want to hear.

A PRIESTHOOD

The deliverers after whom multitudes
flock for relief from their problems have
usurped the position of Christ. They stand as
mediators between the people and God, and
unless one is willing to submit to these
priests’ methodologies, they arelooked upon
aslesser Christians. They have not been “de-
livered.”

Since it is believed that everyone needs
deliverance, if someonerejectstheir deliver-
ance, and continues in God's Word as the
means to spiritual growth and deliverance
from hisown sins, it is claimed that the devil
hasblinded hiseyes. Sincehedoesnot seehis
need for deliverance, it is obvious (to the de-
liverers, anyway) that this person is de-
monized. The devil in him is resisting the
power of God. This creates in the weak-
willed the inclination to follow the deliverer
totheendsof theearthif necessary, and to ex-
pend every penny in support of the deliverer,
in order to assure their deliverance. And the
deliverance must take place on a continual
basis. There will be no release from the need
to be delivered until one dies.

Jesus warned that in the last days many
false teachers would arise in the Church
who would work wonderful miracles. They
would heal the sick and cast out devilsin
Jesus’ name (or at least claim to do these
things). But He does not know them. Nor do
they really know Him. God’s Word offers
us valuableinsight into just how subtle Sa-
tan isin presenting himself as an angel of
light and his ministersasministers of right-
€0usness.

Where, then, does truth reside? Who can
wetrust if not those who live outwardly holy
lives and preach holiness from the pulpit?
Theanswer isinJesusalone. Itisnotinme; it
is not in any man or woman. Everything we
hear must be tested by the Word of God
through our own study, not by rehashing the
proof texts of those from whom we learn.

Any clever person can cite Scripture to
prove their false doctrine, and the masses
will read those Scriptures and nod their
headsin agreement. But werethey students
of the Word—were they to study the Scrip-
tures with honest hearts and humble, con-
trite spirits—they would be able to discern
when something is amiss.

A MOST IMPORTANT GIFT
How often discernment is neglected as a
gift to be sought. Much of the Church be-
lievesthat the “full Gospel” includesthe gift
of tongues, being “dain in the Spirit,” mira-
cles, signs, and wonders. But one of the most

important gifts, without which, all these oth-
erscan lead one into deception, isthe gift of
discernment. How few pray for that gift. Yet
itistheonegift that can savethem fromyears
of following after every wind of doctrine. Itis
the one gift that can hel p them see the differ-
ence between the anointing of God upon a
man and the self-anointing that lordsit over
the flock.

It allows for understanding that lording
over someone also takes theoutward form of
servitude which is a counterfeit of the real
thing. Outward piety can be used to gather
followings and enslave minds as surely as
can outward abuse. Every person on earth is
subject to deception unlessthey havethedis
cernment to recognize the truth of God from
the lie of Satan. And the greatest safeguard
we have is not to esteem anyone above the
Word of God—not to trust that that person
would never lead us astray. Without the con-
stant washing by God’s Word and continual
growth in sanctification weareall capable of
leading others astray from thevital lifethat is
found only in the Lord Jesus Christ.

DELIVERANCE SESSIONS

Is the deliverance practiced today the same
as that practiced by Jesus and the apostles? If
welook a the scriptura instances of deliver-
ance from demonic spirits, we find a smple,
uncomplicated stuation; the Lord or the apos
tle spoke to the demon and said, “Come out.”
There was no need to instruct the person on
how he must participate in his deliverance.
There was no need to continue for hour after
hour of confusion and screaming. Therewasno
need to sdll books and tapes, requiring people
to purchase the knowledge they would need to
be ddlivered.

Nor can someone learn how to deliver
from demons any more than one can learn
how to perform miracles, signs and wonders,
asisassumed by many today. Either theHoly
Spiritisat work inahumblevessel to accom-
plishthewill of the Father, or the person who
thinks he can learn and then put into practice
certain methodol ogiesisblowinginthewind
of false doctrine. Such methodologies are
akin to occultic practices of exorcism—the
casting out of demons by incantation.

What deliverance advocates practice is
not the casting out of demons in a manner
demonstrated in Scripture, but a form of ex-
orcism—aterm they themselves use.

The difference between exorcism and the
pattern established in Scripture is that Jesus
and the apostles cast demonsout of people by
command. It was doneinstantly. Exorcism, on
the other hand, is a process that involves ses-
sionsthat can last anywherein time from sev-
eral minutesto several months. The process of
exorcism often requirescooperation by theper-
sonbeing“delivered.” Infact, itisatenet of de-
liverancethat, inmany cases, if not most cases,
the person needing deliverance should ddiver
himsdf at the prompting of the deliverance
minister.
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Thereareal sortsof ploysused by deliver-
ance ministers to control their subjects. They
will say that demons will begin to manifest
themsalveswhiletheminister praysor givesin-
structions. These manifestations indude
coughing, sneezing, retching, vomiting,
screaming, and other bizarre acts. Of coursg, if
one hasaticklein one sthroat, heis precondi-
tioned to think he has ademon that must be ex-
pelled. As soon as one person coughs even a
little, it tends to set off a chain reaction in a
crowd. Soon, everyoneisseento haveademon
just by coughing. Eventhosewhodon’tbdieve
inwhat' sgoing onwill bereticent to clear their
throats for fear the preacher will pounce on
them and begin to cast animaginary demon out
of them.

Soon the whole audience, under the
power of suggestion, is writhing in fits of
coughing, retching, and sundry other demon-
strations prompted by the deliverance minis-
ter. There is no hiblical precedent for such
actions, particularly when induced by the
person being delivered. With such antics it
may take hours before someone “feels’ de-
livered.

One preacher instructs his followers not
to pray in tongues or say the name of Jesus
while being delivered. These are so power-
ful, he says, that the demons will come up,
bounce against the words, and fall back into
the person.

Such fanciful notions are not scripturd;
but who said fal se teachings need to be scrip-
tural to be believed?

The deliverance minister often requires
the person perceived as demonized to recite
rote renunciations of every kind of sin. For
example, heistold to repeat, “| renounce you
spirit of anger; | renounceyou spirit of unfor-
giveness; | renounce you spirit of witch-
craft,” etc. The process is formalized and
virtualy every ill known to man isincluded
so that no spirit that may belurking inthere-
motest recesses of one’s being will be over-
looked.

Thisprocess, of course, assumesthat such
sins are the result of demons rather than of
one’ ssin nature Infact, it issaid that the sin
nature becomesthe“whipping boy” for those
who do not understand deliverance when the
problem is really demonization.

Thetruth is, demons may tempt usto sin,
but they cannot force ustosin.

Other evil spirits ostensibly dealt within-
clude infirmities of the body: the spirit of
cancer, the spirit of nose bleeds, the spirit of
athletes' foot, and so on.

There are spirits to blame for every ad-
verse human condition from obesity to the
grossest of sins. And thereason the Churchis
in such terible shape is not because Chris-
tians do not confront their own fleshly de-
sires; it isbecause of demons who keep them
in bondage.

But what does God's Word say?

Blessed is the man that endureth
temptation: for when heistried, he shall
receivethe crown of life, which the Lord
hath promised to them that love him.

Let no man say when he is tempted, |
am tempted of God: for God cannot be
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he
any man:

But every man istempted, when heis
drawn away of hisown lust, and enticed.

Then when lust hath conceived, it
bringeth forth sin: and sin, whenitisfin-
ished, bringeth forth death.

Do not err, my beloved brethren....

Wherefor elay apart all filthinessand
superfluity of naughtiness, and receive
with meekness the engrafted word,
which is able to save your souls.

But be ye doer s of the word, and not
hearersonly, deceiving your own selves.
(James 1:12-22)

It isincumbent upon Christians to endure
temptation and to resist it through an act of
our own will—the will to give God's Word
preeminence. It is the Word of God, en-
grafted into our spirits, that delivers us.

The “Hosts of Hell”

There are many books and tapes offered
by deliverance ministers which imply that
our battleiswiththe“hostsof hell.” Some, by
one prominent deliverance preacher, carry
such titles as Battling the Hosts of Hell, De-
molishing the Hosts of Hell, Smashing the
Hosts of Hell, Annihilating the Hosts of Hell,
and other dramatic titles.

Thebasic premisefor such titlesisthat Sa-
tan and his minions are the rulers of hell. But
this is an erroneous concept held not only by
deliverance ministers, but by the Church in
generd. Theconceptispaganinitsorigins; itis
not biblica. Satan and his demons are not the
hostsof hell. Oneday they will becomethevic-
tims of hdll. Satan does not rule or control hell;
God controls hdl, and He created it for the
devil and hisfollowers.

Another considerationistheimpossibility
of “demolishing,” “annihilating” or “ smash-
ing” Satan and his evil spirits. We certainly
do battle them, but they will never be utterly
destroyed until they are cast into the lake of
fire by the Lord Himself. Such euphemisms
stir up militant emotions, but have no real
meaning in terms of genuine spiritual war-
fare.

| mention this as a caution not to quickly
accept notions based on fables. Thisisn't to
say that all deliverance teachings have no
merit; there is much truth in them, particu-
larly warnings to keep oneself from the evils
that plague the world. But there are several
erroneous suppositions upon which the de-
liverance message is based.

GENUINE DELIVERANCE
This said, | do not want to leave the im-
pression that thereisno placefor genuinede-
liverance from demons. There are times

when it may be necessary to command a de-
monic spirit to leave in Jesus' name. But
these situationsarerare, and must be handled
with wisdom. The models for such deliver-
ance are Jesus and the apostle Paul, for they
aretheonly oneswhosedeliveranceof others
is described.

Intheir ministriesthefinal manifestations
of demons leaving a person were the release
from control by the demons. They were ac-
companied by the crying out with a loud
voice (Mark 1:26), and the entering into a
herd of swine upon the granting of permis-
sionby Jesus (Mark 5:11-13). But crying out
isnot thefinal evidence; release of control is
thefinal evidence.

Today, people are instructed to induce
coughing, screaming, vomiting, and other
manifestations. It istruethat such manifesta:
tions may or may not be genuine evidence of
release from ademon. But one cannot spit up
a demon at will. Release from control is the
only genuine evidence that someone has
beentruly delivered from an evil spirit. If the
control persists, then the person was not de-
livered.

Here we must consider a vitally important
question: hasthe L ord given authority toal be-
lieversforal timeto cast out demons?Or isthe
casting out of demons a “sign gift” to Is
rael—one which applied only to the apostles
and died with them?If so, thenthereisno hope
for the demonized today. The Church isimpo-
tent to ded withthem beyondpraying for them.
This, of course, makesthingsalot lessunpless
ant for Chrigtians. We don’t have to get our
hands dirty or enter into those areasthat would
make us squeamish. Just pray; if God doesn't
deliver them, then ther€' s nothing we can do
about it.

Obviously, we cannot limit God to do
what He wants to do by whatever manner he
choosestodoit. But thisistruefor both sides
of the question, whether or not one believes
inthe Holy Spirit using believersto effect de-
liverance. Frankly, the Word is not clear that
the gifts of the Spirit were done away after
thefirst century. | realize there aresomefun-
damentalists who would disagree, but their
argument rests primarily on one Scripture
verse, | Corinthians 13:8: “Charity never
faileth: but whether there be prophecies, they
shall fail; whether there be tongues, they
shall cease; whether there be knowledge, it
shall vanish away.” But it does not say when
these things will cease; nor does it mention
all the gifts of the Spirit. It is not conclusive
enough to form the basis for an irrefutable
doctrine.

Lacking any such clear teaching from
Scripture, we must allow for God's sover-
eignty inall things. If thefundamentalists are
wrong on this point, the charismatics are
equally wrong in assuming that every time
they snap their fingers God is going to mani-
fest Himself in their utterances. For the most
part, what we witness in charismatic




churchesisnot the manifestation of the Holy
Spirit or the manifestation of Satan (as some
would contend). It isthe manifestation of hu-
man flesh.

Scripture does not give conclusive evi-
dence tha deliverance from evil spirits has
ceased. Nor, for that matter doesit tell usthat
only theapostles could deliver someonefrom
evil spirits. The seventy disciples were em-
powered by Jesus to cast out devils and they
did so. They werenot all apostles, nor had the
Holy Spirit been given to the Church as a
whole.

The power of the Holy Spirit is available
through every true believer. Only it is at the
volition of the Holy Spirit acting upon the
sovereign will of God. We cannot summon
the power at our own command. To attempt
to do so is witchcraft.

If, in the course of our service to God, we
arebrought into confrontation with evil spirits
manifesting themselves in someone, we
would have to seek wisdom as to what to do.
We would need the faith to act upon the
knowledge that God gives us. All things are
possible to those who believe. But belief en-
tailstrust in God towork Hiswill, not ours, in
any given situation. If Hedoesn't will that the
mountain be moved, al our demands upon the
mountain will result in hollow echoes re-
dounding to our own ears.

Again, thisis not to say that all deliver-
ance ministry isinvalid. Every believer, be-
cause heisindwelt by the Spirit of God, has
thepotential to administer deliveranceto one
bound by Satan. But those who establish
themselves as deliverersto whom the masses
must come for release from Satan are merely
substituting oneformof bondagefor ancther.
They may or may not be releasing someone
from demonic influences (they may be
prompting psychological inducement of
symptoms), but they are putting them under
their own domineering spirit.

CASTING SPIRITS OUT OF OBJECTS

Part of the deliverance message involves
theneedto cast demonsout of buildings, stat-
ues or other objects, particularly those that
have been used for the purposes of witchcraft
or other occult activities.

Scripture speaks of the “gods’ of the na-
tions, which are demons associated with spe-
cific cultures. Intheworship of those demons
people invoke spirits into their presence,
whether knowingly or not. Some objects
usad in the ceremonies of pagan worship are
fetishes to which demonic spirits are at-
tached. Should those spirits be cast out? And
if so, by what method?

If we take the scriptural example, in most
cases the idols and fetishes were destroyed;
they were not merely cleansed from demonic
presences In normal circumstances, Chris-
tians should be careful not to have any objects
in their possession which may have been
used for pagan ceremonies, or are associ-
ated with occult religious systems

Statues of pagandeitieshave no placeina
Christian home asthey are an affront to God.
Thisdoesn’t meanthat every idol hasademon
attached to it, but our service to God requires
that we keep our homes pure from anything
that may give the enemy afoothold.

Music, regardless of the type (whether
pop, rock, country-western, classical, etc.)
may contain messages that glorify sin or pa-
gan deities. They can open our mindsto evil
and give place to the devil whether or not
there are demons attached to them.

In the event we come in contact with an
object that has a demonic presence, and de-
struction of the object isnot feasible (such as
a building or other object not specifically
dedicated to pagan deities), we should act in
the same manner aswhen we comein contact
with ademonized person. Prayer and seeking
God'swill isprimary. If weareled by God's
Spirit to confront the demonic presence we
may speak to it and command it to leave in
the name of Jesus.

Just as with al our service to God, there
are no automaticsin the confrontation of evil
spirits. Each case must be taken on its own
merit. And, asin all our service to God, we
must be surethat our heartsare pure, and that
weare not livingin sin.

Whether dealing with evil in other people,
inmaterial objects, or within our own presence,
our first reflex must be repentance from our
own sins and reliance upon God's Word and
Hispower. Truedeliverance, likesalvation,isa
gift of God given as ameasure of His grace.

We must really seek the Lord in this re-
gard. Whom the Son sets freeis free indeed.
Whatever we do, we cannot act presumptu-
ously, or we will receive nothing from God
but correction.v/

CONCLUSION

Other questions pertaining todemonic ac-
tivity are dealt with in our special report on
Frank Peretti’ sbooks, ThisPresent Darkness
and Piercing the Darkness. It deals with the
ideasof angelic hierarchies, territorial spirits,
the effect of prayer on spiritual warfare,
whether or not Christians should rebuke
spiritual powers, and other important issues.
If you havenot read thisreport, itissuggested
that you do so asasupplement tothisarticle.

APPENDIX

SCRIPTURAL EVIDENCES OF
DEMONIC INFLUENCE
CONTROL AND DELIVERANCE

This Appendix is offered for those who
wish to see what Scripture says about these
subjects. They may determine whether or not
thedeliveranceteachingsthey hear arevalid.

OLD TESTAMENT

Leviticus 17:7; Deuteronomy 32:17: Is-
rad is no longer to offer sacrifices to devils as
they hadin the past.

L eviticus 20:6: Those who turn to familiar
spirits will be cutoff.

Leviticus 20:27; Deuteronomy 18:11: A
personwithafamiliar spiritisto be putto death.

Numbers 5:14; 30: Speaks of a spirit of
jealousy. Most likely itistheman’ ssuspicion of
hiswifé sinfidelity. Thereisno clear indication
that thisisademon.

Judges9:23: God sent an evil spirit between
Abimelech and the men of Shechem in order to
avenge Abimelech’ sguilt for shedding the blood
of Jerubbaal’s ten sons, and the men of
Shechem’ spartinthemurders. Nodeliverance.

| Samuel 16:14-23; 18:10; 19:9: An evil
spirit from God vexed Saul. No deliverance.

| Samuel 28:3-9: Saul seeks help from a
woman with afamiliar spirit after the Spirit of
God would not answer him. No deliverance.

| Kings22:20-23; || Chronicles18:20-22:
A spirit goes before God to offer to be alying
spirit in the mouth of Ahab’s prophetsand lead
him to his death at Ramoth-gilead. The Lord
uses the evil spirit to accomplish that task. No
deliverance.

11 Kings 1:2-16: Ahaziah sends hismessen-
gersto inquire of Baal zebub, the god of Ekron
whether hewould recover from hisinjuries. Eli-
jah rebukes him and pronounces God's judg-
ment of death upon him for his seeking help
from a pagan god. No deliverance.

Il Kings 21:6; Il Chronicles 33:6:
M anaseh dealt with familiar spirits and engaged
inidolatry. God brought judgment against Jeru-
salem and Judah. No deliverance.

11 Kings 23:24: Joshua put away those who
had familiar spirits and practiced idolary.

I Chronicals10:13: Saul died for histrans-
gressions, including seeking counsel from one
who had afamiliar spirit. No deliverance.

I Chronicals 21:1: Satan stood up against
Israel and provoked David tonumber Israel. No
immediate deliverance. David paid theprice by
having to choose between two punishments.

Il Chronicals 21:16: God dirred up the
spirit of the Philistines and of the Arabians to
destroy Judah because of Jehoram' s evil deeds.
No deliverance.

Job 1:6-12; Job 2:1-7: Satan asks permis-
sion to afflict Job. No formal deliverance. But
Job' s faithfulness brings God'’ s reward.

Psalms 109:6: David invokes God's judg-
ment against his enemies,calling for Satan to
stand at their right hand.

Isaiah 14:12 (Lucifer fallen)
Isaiah 19:3: The spirit of Egypt shall fail.

Isaiah 19:14: The Lord mingled a perverse
spirit in the midst of Egypt.

Zechariah 3:1-2: “And he shewed me
Joshua the high priest ¢anding beforethe angel
of theLord, and Satan standing at hisright hand
toresisthim. And the Lord said unto Satan, the
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that
hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee.”
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NEW TESTAMENT

Matthew 4:1-11; Mark 1:12-13; Luke
4:2-13: Jesusisled by the Spirit into the wilder-
ness to be tempted by Satan. He is tempted by
thepromisesof the Word; He respondswith the
proper application of the Word. Satan leaves.

Matthew 4:24; Matthew 8:16-33: Many
sick and demonized. Jesus hedled all who were
brought to him withdiverse diseasesand torments
(mental agony?), the lunatics(insane), the palsied
(paralyzed or without motor contrdl), and the de-
monized in order to fulfill the prophecy of Isaiah
53:4-5: “Surely he hath borne our griefs, and car-
ried our sorrows [infirmities and sicknesses]: yet
we did esteem him stricken, smitten of God, and
afflicted. But he was wounded for our transgres-
sions, hewas bruised for our iniquities: the chas-
tisement of our peace was upon him; andwith his
stripes we are hedled.”

M atthew 7:22-23: False apostlesand disci-
ples will claim to cast out demons in Jesus
name. “Many will say to me in that day,Lord,
Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name?and
in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy
name done many wonderful works?And then
will profess unto them, | never knew you: de-
part fromme, ye that work iniquity.”

Matthew 9:32-34: A dumb man de-
monized. Healed by Jesus. Jesus casts a devil
out of adumb man, giving him hisspeech. Heis
accused by the Pharisees of casting out devils
through the power of Satan the princeof devils.

Matthew 9:35: Many sick healed by Jesus.
“And Jesuswent about all thecitiesand villages,
teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sick-
ness and every disease among the people.”

Matthew 10:1; Mark 3:13-15: Jesus gives
his power to his disciples. “And when he had
called unto him his twelve disciples,he gave
them power against uncleanspirits, to cast them
out, and to heal all manner of sickness and all
manner of disease.”

Matthew 12:22-28; Luke 11:14-15: A
blind and dumb man (Luke speaks only of his
being dumb) possessed with adevil. Healed by
Jesus. Thepeopleask if Jesusmight betheMes-
siah, but the Pharisees again accuse Him of
cagting out devils by the power of Satan.

Matthew 12:43-45; L uke 11: 24-26: Jesus
tells of how an unclean spirit leaves, then re-
turnswith seven others more wicked than him-
self. Not sufficient details to draw definite
conclusions of whether the man was saved or
not, but he was clean.

Matthew 13:39: The parable of the tares
andthewheat. Satan sowshischildren (demons
& men?) among the children of God.

Matthew 15:22-28; Mark 7:25-30: A
woman of Canaan sought deliverance for her
daughter who was vexed with a devil. Her
daughter was made whole, which implies that
the devil had possessed her body and afflicted
her with someillness. Thewomanwasnot of |s-
rad, but she had faith in Jesus.

Matthew 16:23; Mark 8:33: Jesus rebukes
Peter for telling HimHewould not bekilled: “Get
thee behind me, Satan: thou art an offence unto
me for thou savourest not the things that be of
God, but those that be of men.” Some say that the
implicationisthat Satan had put it in Peter’ smind
that the Lord would not be killed. But thisisin-
congstent with thefact that Satan entered Judasto
betray Jesus. Most likely Jesus was calling Peter
“Satan” because hiswords reflected aspirit of re-
bellion againg hisMaster’ steaching described in
verse 21: “From that time forth began Jesus to
shew unto hisdisciples, how that he mugt go unto
Jerusalem, and suffer many things of the elders
and chief priests and scribes, and bekilled, and be
raised again the third day.” Thereis nothing here
to suggest that Peter had become demonized or
that Satan had takencontrol of hismouth or mind.

Matthew 17:15-18; L uke 9:38-42: A man
came to Jesus on behalf of his son whom he be-
lieved tobealunatic. Jesusrebuked thedevil that
was in the boy. KJV relates that Jesus said this
kind come out only through fasting and prayer,
because His disciples could not cure the boy.

Mark 1:39: “And he [Jesus] preached in
ther synagogues throughout all Galilee, and
cast out devils.”

Mark 3:11-12: (Whilespeaking to the mul-
titudes by the seashore.)Unclean spirits fell
down before Jesusand testified of Hisbeingthe
Son of God. No record that he cast them out of
anyone, but only that He charged them not tore-
ved that to others.

M ark 3:14-15: Jesusordainsthetwdve, in-

cluding Judas | scariot,to preach, to heal, and to
cas out devils.

Mark 4:15; Luke 8:12: A parable of a
sower (different from Matthew 13:39) de-
scribes how Satantakes away theword that was
sown in the hearts of those who received the
seed by the wayside.

Mark 3:22-30: Jesus accused of having an
unclean spirit. This He called blasphemy
aganst the Holy Spirit (to call the Holy Spirit
unclean and equate Him with a devil).

Mark 5:2-18; Luke 8:27-38: A man with
anunclean spirit, livingamong the tombsin the
country of the Gadarenes. Jesus delivers him of
the unclean spirits “Legion.” The spirits came
out of the man and entered aherd of pigs, driv-
ingtheminto the sea.

Mark 6:1-6: In his own town, Jesus met
with unbelief. He could not do any mighty work
except heal afew sick folk by laying His hands
upon them.

Mark 6:7-13; Luke 9:1: Jesus again or-
dains the twelve and sends them out in pairs,
giving them power over unclean spirits. They
preached repentance, cast out many devils, and
head ed many by anointing them with oil.

M ark 9:38-40; L uke9:49: John reportsto Je-
susabout aman who was casting out devilsin Je-
sus name, but was not following them. Jesus
replied: “Forbid him not: for there is no man
which shal do a mirade in my name, that can

lightly speak evil of me. For hetha is not aganst
usison our part.” Thisimplies that the man had
faith in the name of Jesus, and that Jesus knew of
hisfaith personally. Hewould not havefaleninto
thecategory of thoseat the Judgment whom Jesus
will say He never knew (Matthew 7:22-23).

Mark 16:9-17: (Questionable if written by
Mark; most likely a later addition by a scribe.
Roman Catholic scholarship attributes verses 9
through20toAristonthe Presbyter.) Verse9in-
dicatesthat Jesus had cast seven demons out of
May Magdalene. Verse 17 has Him saying,
“And these signs shall follow them that be-
lieve;Inmy nameshall they cast out devils; they
shall speak with new tongues; They shall take
up serpents; and if they drink any deadly thing,
it shall not hurt them; they shall lay handsonthe
sick, and they shall recover.” Itis not clearly
stated that “everyone” who followsHimwill do
these things. Apart from this questionable por-
tion of the KJV, there is no evidence that any-
one besides Jesus, other than the apostles did
miracles, signs, and wonders. However, we
must remember that one man, who was not
among the twelve or the seventy-two, did cast
out devilsin Jesus name and He honored that
service (Mark 9:38-40).

Luke 4:33-41: (At Capernaum in Galilee.)
“And in the synagogue there was a man, which
had a spirit of an unclean devil, and cried out
with a loud voice, Saying Let us aone; what
have weto do with thee, thou Jesus of Nazareth?
art thou come to destroy us? | know thee who
thou art; the Holy One of God.” Again, aswith
thedevils by the seashore, Jesus made them stop
testifying of Him. Thistimeitisrecorded that He
cag them out of the man they possessed.

L uke 6:18-19: (In the plain among Judaea
and Jerusalem, and Tyre and Sidon.) Jesus
hesled the sick and those that were vexed with
unclean spirits. Verse 19 speaks of “virtue’
(power, NAS) that went out from Jesus to all
who touched Him.

L uke 7:20-23: John's disciples came to Je-
susto ask if He wasthe Messiah. Hewas curing
many of infirmities and plagues, and of evil
spirits. This, He said, was Histestimony to John
of Hisanointing.

L uke 8:2: As Jesuswent through every city
and village with the twel ve there were al so cer-
tain women who had been healed of evil spirits
and infirmities, including Mary Magdal ene out
of whom went seven devils.

Luke10:1 & 17-20: Jesusappoints seventy
other (besidesthetwelve) and sendsthemoutin
pairs. (Vss. 17-20): “And the seventy retumed
againwithjoy, saying, Lord, eventhe devilsare
subject unto us through thy name.”

Luke 10:18: Jesus says, “| behed Satan as
lighting fall from heaven. Behold, | give unto
you power to tread on serpents and scorpions,
and over al the power of the enemy: and noth-
ingshall by any meanshurt you. Notwithstand-
ingin thisrejoice not, that the spiritsare subject
unto you; but rather rejoice, because your
names are written in heaven.”
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Luke 13:10-16: A woman bound by Satan
(vs. 16) for eighteen years with a spirit of infir-
mity. Jesushed ed her on the Sabbath andrebuked
the ruler of the synagogue for his hypocrisy.

John 13:2: Satan had putitinto Judas’ heart
to betray Jesus.

Luke22:3; John 13:27: Satan enters Judas
Iscariot to betray Jesus.

Luke?22:31: “AndtheLord said, Simon, Si-
mon; behold, Satan hath desired to have you,
that hemay sift you aswheat: But | have prayed
for thee, that thy faithfail not: and whenthou art
converted, strengthen thy brethren.” This indi-
catestha Peter was not yet converted fully, but
would be. It was before Jesus' death.

John 8:31-59: Jesus accuses the Jews who
believed on Him (vs. 31) of being children of the
devil. This demonstrates that initial belief
countsfor nothingif the harder thingstorecave
arenot believed. Within the course of this con-
versation they turned from believersto accusers
tha He had a devil.

Acts5:3: Satan had put it in Ananias’ heart
to lie to the Holy Spirit.

Acts 5:12-16: By the hands of the apostles,
many are healed and devilsare cast out of many
sothat all who came to them were heded.

Acts 8:5-7: Philip preached Christ and did
miracles, healingthesick and casting out devils.

Acts 10:38: Peter testifies of Jesus “who
went about doing good,and healing all that were
oppressed of thedevil, for Godwaswithhim.”

Acts 13:6-11: Paul accuses Bar-Jesus (Ely-
meas), afalseprophet and asorcerer, of beingachild
of the devil, and causes him to become blind.

Acts 16:16-18: A demonized woman fol-
lows the apostles, testifying that they show the
way of salvation. After many days, Paul com-
mandsthe spirit to come out of her. Note, hedid
not act immediately or presumptuously.

Acts 19:11-12: “And God wrought special
miracles by the hands of Paul: so that from his
body were brought unto the sick handkerchiefs
or aprons, and the di seases departed from them,
andthe evil spiritswent out of them.” Thisisthe
only account of such an occurrence.

Acts 19:13-16: Vagabond Jews who were
exorcists tried to call out devilsin the name of
Jesus, but were set upon by the devils and fled
naked and wounded.

Acts26:18: Paul recounts how Jesus commis-
sioned him to deliver the Gentiles from the power
of Satan unto God. Thisdoesnot necessarily infer
casting out of devils, but turning them from dark-
nessto light, or conversion of their souls.

Romans8:15: “For yehavenot received the
spirit of bondage again to fear; but ye have re-
ceived the Spirit of adoption,whereby we cry,
Abba, Father.” Referring to those who are led
by the Spirit of God and thus are sons of God
(vs. 14). This “spirit of bondage” is not neces-
sarily adevil, but an attitude. However,nothing
dogmatic can be said in this regard.

Romans 11:8: Israel is said to have been
given aspirit of slumber, eyes that they should
not see, and ears that they should not hear.
Whether thisisairit that oppresses the nation
until the time of the Gentiles is fulfilled is not
definite, butit is aposdbility.

Romans 16:20: Paul says that the God of
peace shdl bruise Satan under our feet shortly. It
is God who will crush Satan, not man.And that
will be accomplished with the return of Jesus.

I Corinthians 2:12-16: “Now we have re-
ceived, not the spirit of the world, but the girit
which isof God; that we might know the things
tha arefreely given to us of God.” The “spirit of
theworld” is not necessarily a devil, but an atti-
tude of worldlinessand carnality—the unregener-
ate spirit of man.

I Corinthians 5:3-5: It is necessary that a
sinning brother at Corinth be delivered to Satan
for the destruction of the flesh that his spirit
might be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.

| Corinthians 7:5: The husband and wife are
to mutually satisfy each others sexual needs and
not withhold, except by mutual consent for ashort
time so that Satan not be ableto tempt them.

Il Corinthians2:10-11: Forgivenessis nec-
essary | est Satan should get anadvantage of us.

Il Corinthians11:4: It ispossible to receive
another Jesusor another spirit, or another gogel.
The spirit spoken of here is not necessarily a
devil, athough it could be a devil that comes in
theperson of afalse prophet. It could also bethe
spirit of a rebellious person who preaches an-
other Jesus or another gospd.

Il Corinthians11:14: Satan istransformed
into anangel of light,and hisministersinto min-
isters of righteousmess.

Il Corinthians 12:7: Paul’s thorn in his
flesh: amessenger of Satan to buffet him lest he
becomeproud of his accomplishments. Paul was
either suffering from temptaion as a reminder
tha heisonly flesh and asinner saved by grace,
or by aperson who harrassed him for his fath.
Illness, poor eyedght, some persecuter,would
notkeeponehumbleaswell astemptationtosn.

Ephesians 2:2: There is a prince of the
power of theair, the spirit that worksin the chil-
dren of disobedience. (Satan?)

Ephesians4:17-32: Do notgiveplacetothe
devil (vs. 27) by sinning. It is not Satan that
causes us to sin by our being demonized. We
canbecome demonized by not repenting of sin.

Ephesians 6:16: The shield of faith
guenches the fiery darts of the wicked.

| Thessalonians 2:18: Satan hindered Paul,
Silvanus, and Timothy from going to Thessa-
lonica. How they were hindered is not
stated,but it's clear from other Scriptures that
Satan cannot work against God’ schildren with-
out His permission.

Il Thessalonians2:9: Revelation 16:13-14:
When the Wickedisreveal ed (anti-Christ or the
false prophet) his coming will be with power,
signs, and lying wondersto deceivethenations.

| Timothy 1:20: Paul delivered Hymenaeus
and Alexander to Satan so that they learn not to
blaspheme (by making their faith and possibly
thefaith of others shipwrecked).

| Timothy 3:6-7: An elderisnottobeanov-
icelest hebeliftedupwith prideandfall intothe
condemnation of the devil.

I Timothy 4:1: Seducing spiritswill preach
doctrinesof devilsleading someastray fromthe
faith.

I Timothy 5:15: Paul infers that a young
widow who does not remarry will most likely
fall into sin and turn adde after Satan.

Il Timothy 1:7: “For God hath not given us
the spirit of fear;but of power, and of love, and
of a sound mind.” The spirit of fear may be a
devil or it may be our own faithlessness.

11 Timothy 2:26: Paul instructs Timothy to
ingruct with meekness those who are straying
so that they may escape the snare of the devil
who had taken them captive at his will.

Hebrews?2:14-15: Jesuspartook of deathto
destroy him that had the power of death, the
devil, and to deliver those who, through fear of
death were subject to bondage.

James 3:15: Human wisdomis of the devil,
not of God.

James 4:5-7: Redst the devil and he will
flee from you.

| Peter 5:8: Thedevil, asaroaringlion,goes
about, seeking whom he may devour.

| John 3:8-10: He that commits sinis of the
devil. Thisiswillful sin, practiced without re-
pentance.

Jude 9: Michael the archangel dared not
bring arailing accusation againg the devil but
merely said, “ The Lord rebuke thee.”

Revelation 2:9; 3:9: The Jawswho opposed
the Gospel were of the synagogue of Satan.

Revelation 2:10: Thedevil (through human
agents) will cast someinto prison and persecute
thesaints. How doesthisfit into thedeliverance

message?

Revelation 2:13: Pergamos is where Satan
dwells and wherehis sest is (or was).

Revelation 12:9-12: Satan will be cast out
of heaven permanently.

Revelation 20:2-10: Satan will be bound
for a thousand years to deceive the nations no
more, but theevil heartsof menwill causethem
to rebel anyway, and will prepare them for his
release. Thisdemonstrates that Satan does not
cause men to sin;sinisin our hearts already.
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