
SPECIAL REPORT

THE QUESTIONS OF whether or not Hell exists, and if so,
is it eternal, have plagued believers and non-believers
alike for centuries. Christian tradition and orthodoxy

insist that upon death every person will either go to Heaven or
Hell. Christian Fundamentalism teaches that only born again
believers in Jesus will go to Heaven, while everyone else will go
to Hell. Some believe that, based on His sovereignty, God has
preordained that some will go to Heaven while all others are
preordained to go to Hell. Of late, many teach that everyone will
go to Heaven, and that there is no such place as a literal Hell.

Throughout the centuries certain men and organizations
have taught that Hell does not exist as a place of eternal
punishment. Some liken it to a metaphor for suffering here
on earth; others say it is a temporary place of suffering,
ultimately to be vacated in favor of a universal salvation; still
others teach that Hell is annihilation—a state of nothingness
for the lost.

The idea of Hell has been so convoluted by religious
tradition that it scarcely resembles the biblical understanding
of what happens to those who die without Christ.

Which position does Scripture support?  Would a loving
God create such a place as Hell and cast into it the billions
of souls who have not known Christ—most, simply because
they never heard of Him? Will everyone eventually be saved
because God’s mercy and love will prevail upon their destinies?

To reach the truth we must put aside our presuppositions
learned from religious institutions. Our trust must be in God’s
Word, not in the dictates or arguments of others, no matter
how rational they may seem. To begin, Hell, as generally
understood, is not found in Scripture. That concept of Hell,
passed down through the ages, is largely influenced by the
ancient Greek belief in an underworld said to be a place of
fiery torment controlled by demonic beings, to where the
unrighteous are consigned after death. That underworld is
called Haides, which is the name of both the place of departed
spirits located in the earth’s interior, and the Greek god said
to rule that place. This belief and other Greek Hellenistic
influences crept into Christianity early on, finding expression
in Christian religious art and literature depicting “Hell.”

Is there a biblical concept that parallels that of Haides? If
not, why did the writers of the New Testament use the word
Haides to describe the nether world of which they wrote?

These questions require an honest appraisal of the various
Hebrew and Greek words translated “hell” in the King James
Version of the Bible (KJV). Although other English versions
also sometimes use the word hell, the KJV was the first
translation into English for common folks. Authorized by
King James I of England, it was first published in 1611 and
remains the most common and popular of all English
translations to this day.

As members of the Church of England (Anglican), which
was only slightly removed from Roman Catholicism, the
translators of the KJV retained many religious traditions
inherited from Roman Catholicism. But because it remains
the benchmark of English translations, the KJV is the source
of reference for this study on “Hell.”

The modern English word “Hell” is derived from Old
English hel, or Helle, and refers to a nether world where the
souls of the dead reside. The word originated among the
Anglo-Saxon pagans, and ultimately from the Proto-Germanic
halja, meaning “one who covers up or hides something.” The
word was used to transfer a pagan concept to Christian
theology. Its vocabulary derives from the Greek helan (hid-
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den). English dictionaries equate Hell with Hades as “a nether
world in which the dead continue to exist” (Webster’s New
Collegiate Dictionary). That equation is somewhat sketchy
because the biblical concept of Haides is not the same as the
generally accepted concept of Hell.

In the KJV, the only Hebrew word translated as “hell” (31
times) in English from the writings of Israel’s ancient prophets
(the “Old Testament”) is Sheol, which is also mistranslated
“grave” (31 times), and “pit” (3 times). Since “hell,” “grave,”
and “pit” are different things, the question arises as to why
all these different words were applied to Sheol. By Hebrew
understanding, Sheol is the name of the underworld, or the
place where departed spirits await their resurrection.

Sheol was translated “grave” and “pit” in some cases
because all relate to death. However, Sheol, the grave, and
the pit are so significantly different that they warrant a careful
look at the verses where they are translated as something other
than “hell.” Sheol is also different from the generally accepted
concept of hell, which further obfuscates the truth.

HAIDES—THE GREEK SHEOL
The Greek equivalent to Sheol is Haides, or “Hades.” It

would have been better had the translators retained the
Hebrew term Sheol, and the Greek term Hades (the latter for
the “New Testament”). References to Haides as “hell” are
found in the following Scriptures:

And thou, Capernaum, which art exalted unto
heaven, shalt be brought down to hell [Haides]: for if the
mighty works, which have been done in thee, had been
done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day.

But I say unto you, That it shall be more tolerable
for the land of Sodom in the day of judgment, than
for thee. (Matthew 11:23-24)

Luke 10:15 is an iteration of this statement by Christ,
which was a condemnation of Capernaum for rejecting Him.
In essence, He told them that because they had the truth and
rejected it, their judgment would be more severe than that of
Sodom. What does this imply but that there will be further
judgment and consignment to suffering than that encoun-
tered in Sheol or Haides where the unrighteous await the
resurrection to judgment?

There are many references to hell in the New Testament.
But two different words are translated “hell,” which causes
confusion. To sort this out, we must look at New Testament
references to hell in their context.

The first Greek word translated “hell” is Haides, corresponding
to the Hebrew Sheol. That both the Hebrew Sheol and the Greek
Haides are the same is proven by an Old Testament prophecy and
a New Testament fulfillment of that prophecy. The Old Testament
prophecy is found in David’s psalm of the Messiah:

Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoiceth:
my flesh also shall rest in hope.

For thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [Sheol];
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corrup-
tion. (Psalm 16:9-10)

The fulfillment is found in the Book of Acts with reference
to Jesus:

For David speaketh concerning him, I foresaw the
Lord always before my face, for he is on my right hand,
that I should not be moved:

Therefore did my heart rejoice, and my tongue was
glad; moreover also my flesh shall rest in hope:

Because thou wilt not leave my soul in hell [Haides],
neither wilt thou suffer thine Holy One to see corrup-
tion. (Acts 2:25-27)

So Sheol and Haides are the same. Thus we may ascribe the
same characteristics of Sheol to those of Haides: it is a place of
departed spirits awaiting their resurrection. Upon Christ’s
resurrection, the righteous faithful were resurrected with Him:

Jesus, when he had cried again with a loud voice,
yielded up the ghost.

And, behold, the veil of the temple was rent in
twain from the top to the bottom; and the earth did
quake, and the rocks rent;

And the graves were opened; and many bodies of
the saints which slept arose,

And came out of the graves after his resurrection,
and went into the holy city, and appeared unto many.
(Matthew 27:50-53)

That event was the first stage of the first resurrection; the
second stage will commence when the Lord appears to receive
His saints:

For this we say unto you by the word of the Lord,
that we which are alive and remain unto the coming
of the Lord shall not prevent [go before] them which
are asleep.

For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with
a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the
trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught
up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

Wherefore comfort one another with these words.
(1 Thessalonians 4:15-18)

The unrighteous will remain in torment in their com-
partment in Haides until they are raised in the second
resurrection to face their final judgment (Revelation 20:11-15).

One Scripture that has been taken to mean something
entirely different than what it should is Matthew 16:18:

And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and
upon this rock I will build my church [ecclesia: called
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out assembly]; and the gates of hell [Haides] shall not
prevail against it.

Because of ancient Greek influences on the concept of
“Hell,” an entire false doctrine of dominion, and misunderstand-
ing of the believer’s position, have permeated the churches. This
verse has been taken to mean that we must storm the gates of
Hell and tear them down—that the gates are not offensive, they
are defensive; therefore, we must be on the offense through
so-called “deliverance” that employs unbiblical means to defeat
Satan and his devils. Understanding that Haides refers to Sheol,
or the place where departed spirits are awaiting their resurrec-
tion, the Lord was actually saying that the gates of Haides, or
Sheol, would not prevail against His called-out people: the gates
of Hades will not prevail against our being resurrected to eternal
life. We will be resurrected to eventually live our new life on the
New Earth, wherein will dwell righteousness. Jesus’ words were
a prophecy of the resurrection, not a command to attack some
mythical place where devils reign.

The idea that Satan controls “Hell” (Sheol or Haides) is a
fantasy born out of Greek mythology. And although the
writers of the “New Testament” retained the word Haides,
their understanding differed from that of the ancient Greeks.
Both saw Haides as the place of departed spirits. But whereas
the Greeks believed that Haides was controlled by devils who
tortured the wicked, the writers of Scripture understood
Haides to be Sheol, where both the righteous and unrighteous
reside awaiting the resurrection of their bodies.

To understand Sheol, or Hades, we must consult the Lord
Jesus who describes it:

There was a certain rich man, which was clothed in
purple and fine linen, and fared sumptuously every day:

And there was a certain beggar named Lazarus,
which was laid at his gate, full of sores,

And desiring to be fed with the crumbs which fell
from the rich man’s table: moreover the dogs came and
licked his sores.

And it came to pass, that the beggar died, and was
carried by the angels into Abraham's bosom: the rich
man also died, and was buried;

And in hell [Haides] he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in
his bosom.

And he cried and said, Father Abraham, have mercy
on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip of
his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for I am
tormented in this flame.

But Abraham said, Son, remember that thou in thy
lifetime receivedst thy good things, and likewise
Lazarus evil things: but now he is comforted, and thou
art tormented.

And beside all this, between us and you there is a
great gulf fixed: so that they which would pass from
hence to you cannot; neither can they pass to us, that
would come from thence. (Luke 16:19-26)

We see that the underworld of which Jesus spoke is a place
within the earth where the departed spirits await judgment.
Notice that Sheol, or Haides, has two compartments, one for
the righteous, one for the unrighteous. The compartment for
the righteous is a place of rest and comfort that Jesus called
“Abraham’s Bosom”; the compartment for the unrighteous
is a place of torment “in this flame.” (The word flame [Gr.
phlox], when used apart from the word pur—fire—denotes heat.
When used with pur it denotes a fiery flame. In this case, the
flame denotes heat, but may or may not include fiery heat.
The fact that the rich man could speak and reason would
indicate that the heat is intense, but not so intense it destroys
him or renders him totally incapacitated.)

So would the place of torment, then, be “Hell”? Not if
“Hell” means a place of  torment. All the souls in
Hades will one day be resurrected to face the final judgment.

Nor is Hades where Satan and his devils torment the
lost—a common concept of Hell.

Some believe that all the righteous still go to Hades and
will not escape until their resurrection. Others believe that
upon death the righteous are in the presence of Jesus in
Heaven. There is good reason to believe the latter. The
Apostle Paul said that he was torn between two desires: to
remain for the benefit of the brethren to whom he ministered,
or to be with Christ, “which is far better” (Philippians 1:21-23).

 There is also good reason to believe that those who die
in Christ are immediately in His presence, while the portion
of Hades where there is rest and not torment is occupied by
righteous people who are not in Christ, but are not evil in
themselves.

This does not negate the truth that all have sinned and
fallen short of the glory of God (Romans 3:23), or that there is
no one truly righteous apart from Christ. But even Jesus spoke
of men with honest and good hearts who will receive the truth
when they hear it (Luke 8:15). Also, we see in Revelation 20
that there are two resurrections: the first resurrection will be
for those who are in Christ during this age, to reign with Him
in His Millennial Kingdom; the second resurrection will be for
all others, and will take place after the Millennial Kingdom:

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat
on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled
away; and there was found no place for them.

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written in
the books, according to their works.
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And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell delivered up the dead which were in
them: and they were judged every man according to
their works.

And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire.
This is the second death.

And whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:11-15)

The Book of Revelation speaks of two books—“the Book
of Life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world”
(Revelation 13:8), and “another book—the Book of Life”
(Revelation 20:12).

Those who are found in Christ, from the time of Adam
until Christ appears in the heavens to receive His saints at
the first resurrection, will be judged by the Book of Life of
the Lamb according to their service for the Lord:

For other foundation can no man lay than that is
laid, which is Jesus Christ.

Now if any man build upon this foundation gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble;

Every man's work shall be made manifest: for the day
shall declare it, because it shall be revealed by fire; and
the fire shall try every man's work of what sort it is.

If any man's work abide which he hath built
thereupon, he shall receive a reward.

If any man's work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss: but he himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire.
(1 Corinthians 3:11-15)

One’s faith in Christ will save him apart from his works.
Yet there will be a price to pay for those who abuse God’s
grace in the name of Jesus:

Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his
lord hath made ruler over his household, to give them
meat in due season?

Blessed is that servant, whom his lord when he
cometh shall find so doing.

Verily I say unto you, That he shall make him ruler
over all his goods.

But and if that evil servant shall say in his heart, My
lord delayeth his coming;

And shall begin to smite his fellowservants, and to
eat and drink with the drunken;

The lord of that servant shall come in a day when
he looketh not for him, and in an hour that he is not
aware of,

And shall cut him asunder, and appoint him his
portion with the hypocrites: there shall be weeping and
gnashing of teeth. (Matthew 24:45-51)

The evil servant is he who has his Lord’s favor until he is
found unworthy of his calling. His fate will be to miss Christ’s

Millennial Kingdom when it comes to the earth, finding
himself outside. His misery will be palpable.

It is out of the other Book of Life that the rest of mankind
who have lived apart from Christ will be judged according to
their works.

The second resurrection takes place after the Millennial
Kingdom has given way to the New Earth and New Heavens.
Not all will be deserving of the lake of fire, but will enter the
Eternal Kingdom on the New Earth to populate the nations:

And he shewed me a pure river of water of life, clear
as crystal, proceeding out of the throne of God and of
the Lamb.

In the midst of the street of it, and on either side
of the river, was there the tree of life, which bare twelve
manner of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month:
and the leaves of the tree were for the healing [or
health] of the nations.

And there shall be no more curse: but the throne
of God and of the Lamb shall be in it; and his servants
shall serve him:

And they shall see his face; and his name shall be
in their foreheads. (Revelation 22:1-4)

It has been necessary to digress somewhat so that we may
better understand that it appears as if there will be two classes
of people who will occupy the New Earth: 1) those who are
redeemed by Christ in this age (from Adam forward), and
who will rule and reign with Him during the Millennial Age.
How we will fare during the Eternal Age is not revealed; 2)
those who are not evil during this age but do not know Christ,
and who will live as subjects among the nations in the New
Earth. It is possible that this latter company may still be
relegated to the compartment of rest in Hades after death,
awaiting their resurrection to appear before the Great White
Throne Judgment along with the evil people of this present
age held in the compartment of torment.

Now it is necessary to delve further into the use of the
word “Hell” in English translations so that we may understand
why the translators introduced such confusion.

It seems that the translators, infected by the pagan concept
of “Hell,” were reticent to consign the righteous to such a
place. Therefore, when addressing the death of the saints in
the Hebrew Scriptures, they translated Sheol as “the grave.”
For example, in the account of Jacob being told that his
beloved son Joseph had been killed by wild animals, we read:

And Jacob rent his clothes, and put sackcloth upon
his loins, and mourned for his son many days.

And all his sons and all his daughters rose up to
comfort him; but he refused to be comforted; and
he said, For I will go down into the grave [Sheol] unto
my son mourning. Thus his father wept for him.
(Genesis 37:31-35)
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To the translators, infected by misconceptions of the
afterworld, it would have been unspeakable for them to assign
Jacob to “Hell.” Thus they rendered Sheol as “the grave.”

Likewise, they kept Job out of “Hell”:

O that thou wouldest hide me in the grave [Sheol],
that thou wouldest keep me secret, until thy wrath be
past, that thou wouldest appoint me a set time, and
remember me! (Job 14:1; cf 17:13)

Also, when translating the Psalms referring to David, the
translators rendered Sheol as “the grave”:

For my soul is full of troubles: and my life draweth
nigh unto the grave [Sheol]. (Psalm 88:3)

Where Hosea speaks of the resurrection, the translators
rendered Sheol as “the grave.”

I will ransom them from the power of the grave
[Sheol]; I will redeem them from death: O death, I will
be thy plagues; O grave [Sheol], I will be thy destruction:
repentance shall be hid from mine eyes. (Hosea 13:14)

For the unrighteous, Sheol was often translated as “hell.”
There are Scriptures that address the ungodly, but also render
Sheol as “the grave” at times, and “hell” at other times. The
translators were woefully inconsistent in translating Sheol.
Further, they sometimes translated Sheol as “pit.”

When Korah, Dathan, and Abiram challenged Moses,
Yahweh opened the earth and destroyed them:

And the earth opened her mouth, and swallowed
them up, and their houses, and all the men that
appertained unto Korah, and all their goods.

They, and all that appertained to them, went down
alive into the pit [Sheol], and the earth closed upon
them: and they perished from among the congregation.
(Numbers 16:32-33)

Yahweh sent them directly into Sheol. But the translators
used the words “the pit,” possibly because they didn’t think
they went directly into “Hell.” Thus, they “corrected” the
Hebrew Scriptures to match their presuppositions about “Hell.”

JESUS IN HADES
When Christ died on the cross He went to Sheol, or Haides.

What took place in that three-day-and-three-night period is
described to some degree in the following Scriptures:

For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just
for the unjust, that he might bring us to God, being
put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit:

By which also he went and preached unto the spirits
in prison, which sometime were disobedient, when
once the longsuffering of God waited in the days of
Noah, while the ark was a preparing, wherein few, that
is, eight souls were saved by water. (1 Peter 3:18-20)

While in Hades, the Lord preached the truth to those who
were disobedient in the days of Noah. It doesn’t say that He
preached to anyone else, but that is immaterial. The impor-
tant thing is that He went into the underworld, thus proving
its existence through the testimony of His apostles. There is
no indication that He suffered at the hands of Satan while in
Hades. We also see that He “led captivity captive.”

Wherefore he saith, When he ascended up on high,
he led captivity captive, and gave gifts unto men.

(Now that he ascended, what is it but that he also
descended first into the lower parts of the earth?

He that descended is the same also that ascended
up far above all heavens, that he might fill all things.)
(Ephesians 4:8-10)

There are two understandings of “led captivity captive.”
One, made popular by the “word-of-faith” proponents, is that
Jesus destroyed the captors (Satan and his minions) and led
them as captives, just as a conquering hero would lead his
defeated foe behind him; the other meaning is that He led the
saints as captives to Himself, out of Hades into Heaven.

The problem with the first understanding is that Satan is
not yet bound; he is still free on the earth to deceive and to
test the hearts of men (Acts 5:9; 26:18; 1 Corinthians 5:5).
Evidence for the second understanding, that Christ led the
righteous in His train to Heaven, is found in Matthew
27:50-53, quoted earlier.

After the Lord’s resurrection the righteous in Christ in
Hades, from Adam onward, were resurrected also. Now the
righteous in Christ, when they die, are immediately in the
presence of the Lord in Heaven:

Therefore we are always confident, knowing that,
whilst we are at home in the body, we are absent from
the Lord:

(For we walk by faith, not by sight:)
We are confident, I say, and willing rather to be

absent from the body, and to be present with the Lord.
(2 Corinthians 5:6-8)

THE LAKE OF FIRE
With the New Heaven and New Earth, Hades will have

served its purpose in holding the unrighteous until they are
resurrected to judgment, and thus Hades will cease to exist
in the New Earth. We know that the righteous will have their
place in the New Earth, but what of the unrighteous? What
will be their final destiny? Is there a “Hell” for them? Jesus’
prophecy of the final resurrection offers a clue:

I am he that liveth, and was dead; and, behold, I
am alive for evermore, Amen; and have the keys of hell
[Haides] and of death. (Revelation 1:18)

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and hell [Haides] delivered up the dead which
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were in them: and they were judged every man accord-
ing to their works.

And death and hell [Haides] were cast into the lake
of fire. This is the second death.

And whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:13-15)

Here, in the latter verses of the Book of Revelation, we
find the first references to the lake of fire, which brings us
closer to the idea of an eternal, fiery torment for the
unsaved:

And the beast was taken, and with him the false
prophet that wrought miracles before him, with which
he deceived them that had received the mark of the
beast, and them that worshipped his image. These both
were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brim-
stone. (Revelation 19:20)

We know for a certainty that, whatever the nature of the
lake of fire, it will initially have two residents: the anti-Christ
beast and the false prophet. What more do we learn of it?

And the devil that deceived them was cast into the
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night
for ever and ever.

And I saw a great white throne, and him that sat
on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled
away; and there was found no place for them.

And I saw the dead, small and great, stand before
God; and the books were opened: and another book
was opened, which is the book of life: and the dead
were judged out of those things which were written in
the books, according to their works.

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and
death and Hell [Haides] delivered up the dead which
were in them: and they were judged every man accord-
ing to their works.

And death and Hell [Haides] were cast into the lake
of fire. This is the second death.

And whosoever was not found written in the book
of life was cast into the lake of fire. (Revelation 20:10-15)

This is conclusive biblical evidence that everyone—fallen
angels, devils, men—all who are not written in the Book of Life
or in the Lamb’s Book of Life—will be cast into the lake of fire
after the final judgment. Death and Hades will be cast into the
lake of fire, and so will exist no longer on earth. We are not
told where the lake of fire will be (although there is mention
of “outer darkness” [Matthew 8:12; 22:13; 25:30]). Nor are we
told if anyone will be tormented forever, as Satan, the beast,
and the false prophet will be (Revelation 20:10). However,
several other Scriptures address ghehenah and the final
condition of the unrighteous.

GHEHENAH
Now we address another Greek word translated “Hell.”

That word is geena from the Hebrew ghehenah. Ghehenah
alludes to Jerusalem’s valley of Ge-Hinnom outside the walls
of the city, where the trash of the city was burned in a
perpetual fire. It came to represent the place or state of eternal
punishment for the unrighteous. It was in this context that
Jesus said to the hypocritical scribes and Pharisees:

Ye serpents, ye generation of vipers, how can ye
escape the damnation of hell [geena]? (Matthew 23:33)

It was about ghehenah that He warned those to whom He
preached in the following Scriptures:

But I say unto you, That whosoever is angry with
his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the
judgment: and whosoever shall say to his brother, Raca,
shall be in danger of the council: but whosoever shall
say, Thou fool, shall be in danger of hell [geena]  fire.
(Matthew 5:22)

And if thy right eye offend thee, pluck it out, and
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one
of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole
body should be cast into hell [geena].

And if thy right hand offend thee, cut it off, and
cast it from thee: for it is profitable for thee that one
of thy members should perish, and not that thy whole
body should be cast into hell [geena]. (Matthew 5:29-30)

And fear not them which kill the body, but are not
able to kill the soul: but rather fear him which is able to
destroy both soul and body in hell [geena]. (Matthew 10:28)

Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!
for ye compass sea and land to make one proselyte, and
when he is made, ye make him twofold more the child
of hell [geena] than yourselves. (Matthew 23:15)

Would the Lord give such strong warnings if there were
no place and state of eternal torment? Or did He not know
of what He spoke? I choose to believe Him, not those who
preach comfort to the lost. There is definitely going to be a
marked distinction between the eternal state of the unrigh-
teous and that of the righteous:

And he said unto me, It is done. I am Alpha and
Omega, the beginning and the end. I will give unto him
that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely.

He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and I
will be his God, and he shall be my son.

But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abomina-
ble, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers,
and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is
the second death. (Revelation 21:6-8)
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PARADISE
There is another place called Paradise, that expressly

addresses the abode of the righteous after death. This word
“Paradise” has been applied by various people to Heaven, the
Garden of Eden (although not called Paradise in Scripture),
and to the compartment for the righteous in Hades. There are
only three references to  paradeisos, the word translated Paradise.
In 2 Corinthians 12:2-4, the Apostle Paul wrote of one “caught
up to the third heaven,” which he also called “Paradise.”

John, in the Book of Revelation, quotes Jesus as saying He
would give to him who overcomes, “to eat of the tree of life,
which is in the midst of the paradise of God” (Revelation 2:7).

Speaking to the “good thief” on the cross, Jesus promised,
“To day shalt thou be with me in paradise” (Luke 23:43).

Because of Paul’s and John’s references to paradise seem-
ingly being in Heaven, some teach that Jesus went to Heaven
upon His death, taking the thief with Him. But Paradise is not
a specific place apart from any other. The word paradeisos means
a place of tranquility, rest, and comfort. It is a garden in a
wilderness, or an oasis in a desert. Thus, Heaven is Paradise,
but so, too, is the place of comfort in Hades. It is to that place
of comfort in Hades that Jesus was referring, not to Heaven.
Only when He was resurrected did Jesus take the thief to
Heaven, and that was three days later.

As for the “paradise of God,” it will be moved to New
Jerusalem in the New Earth where the Tree of Life will be for
the healing of the nations (Revelation 21:10-22:3).

THE BOTTOMLESS PIT
In addition to Sheol, Hades, and the lake of fire is the

description of “the bottomless pit,” mentioned only in the
Book of Revelation. The Greek words abussos and phrear, when
used together, denote a bottomless (or extremely deep) abyss.
Abaddon (Gr: Apollyon) is named as the king of the pit
(Revelation 9:11). Scripture suggests that the bottomless pit
is distinct from Hades, being a place where fallen angels and
devils are held in chains until the time of the end:

And the angels which kept not their first estate, but
left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlast-
ing chains under darkness unto the judgment of the
great day. (Jude 1:6)

Another verse that speaks of this bottomless pit uses the
word tartaroo, which is another word for a deep pit, but it is
also translated “hell,” which ignores the distinction between
the two places:

For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but
cast them down to hell [tartaroo], and delivered them
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judg-
ment.… (2 Peter 2:4)

The Book of Revelation speaks of devils being loosed upon
the earth from the bottomless pit during the time of God’s
wrath, and of God chaining Satan and his hosts in the

bottomless pit until the end of Christ’s millennial reign on
earth:

And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall
from heaven unto the earth: and to him was given the
key of the bottomless pit.

And he opened the bottomless pit; and there arose
a smoke out of the pit, as the smoke of a great furnace;
and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of
the smoke of the pit.

And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the
earth: and unto them was given power, as the scorpions
of the earth have power.…

And they had a king over them, which is the angel
of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his
name Apollyon. (Revelation 9:1-3;11)

And I saw an angel come down from heaven, having
the key of the bottomless pit and a great chain in his
hand.

And he laid hold on the dragon, that old serpent,
which is the Devil, and Satan, and bound him a
thousand years,

And cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him
up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the
nations no more, till the thousand years should be
fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed a little
season. (Revelation 20:1-3)

Interestingly, the “beast” that wages war against the saints,
and upon which Mystery Babylon rides, also ascends from the
bottomless pit. This shows the satanic power that will energize
the anti-Christ and the false prophet when they deceive the
nations (Revelation 11:7; 17:8).

An argument may be made for Sheol, Hades, and the pit
being one and the same. In fact, this may be what the Old
Testament writers were alluding to:

Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell [Sheol], to
the sides of the pit [be’er]. (Isaiah 14:15)

O LORD, thou hast brought up my soul from the
grave [Sheol]: thou hast kept me alive, that I should not
go down to the pit [be’er]. (Psalm 30:3)

Here, and in other verses, Sheol and the pit are spoken of
in the same context. The Hebrew word be’er applies to any
type of pit or well. It appears as if the pit is the deepest recess
of Sheol or Haides.

One need not be dogmatic either way, but if Sheol, Hades,
and the pit are synonymous, then the lost share the same fate
as the fallen angels. Yet even if Abaddon is the name of the
king of the pit, it is unlikely that devils are in Hades torment-
ing the lost since the pit is a specific place where certain fallen
angels are held in chains.
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IS THERE CONSCIOUSNESS IN DEATH?
It is clear from all of these Scriptures that consciousness

continues after death. The idea that at death consciousness
ceases (a condition known as “soul sleep”) is found nowhere
in Scripture. There are some verses that have been taken to
mean this, and we must deal with them in their proper context.

The most common verse used to suggest that there is no
consciousness in death is Ecclesiastes 9:5-10:

For the living know that they shall die: but the dead
know not any thing, neither have they any more a
reward; for the memory of them is forgotten.

Also their love, and their hatred, and their envy, is
now perished; neither have they any more a portion
for ever in any thing that is done under the sun.

Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, and drink thy
wine with a merry heart; for God now accepteth thy
works.

Let thy garments be always white; and let thy head
lack no ointment.

Live joyfully with the wife whom thou lovest all the
days of the life of thy vanity, which he hath given thee
under the sun, all the days of thy vanity: for that is thy
portion in this life, and in thy labour which thou takest
under the sun.

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy
might; for there is no work, nor device, nor knowledge,
nor wisdom, in the grave [Sheol] whither thou goest.

With the preponderance of Scriptures that speak of
consciousness after death, it would be a serious error to
concoct a doctrinal position to the contrary on the basis of
one passage. In this case, we must understand that the writer
of Ecclesiastes (Solomon) was speaking proverbially. He was
in essence saying that all that really matters is life as we live it
today because the time is coming when we will cease to live
on the earth and all contact with our present realm will come
to an end.

When he says, “the memory of them is forgotten,” he is
not saying they have no memory (as evidenced to the contrary
by other Scriptures), but that the living eventually lose
memory of those who have died.

It’s true that in Sheol there is no work, device, knowledge,
or wisdom; the deceased do not know what is taking place on
earth. They are not looking down from Heaven on their loved
ones left behind. The sole exception recorded in Scripture is
Samuel, who had died, confronting Saul after being sum-
moned by the witch of Endor (1 Samuel 28:7-25). That
Scripture addresses the spirit as that of Samuel. That Samuel
brings Saul a word from God is evidence that, in this case, at
least, God did allow contact for His own reasons.

Other than this instance, however, there is no longer
any contact between the living and the dead. Occult
evidences of “ghosts,” practices of necromancy, and para-

normal, psychic encounters with “departed ones,” are
really encounters with familiar spirits—devils masquerading as
humans—to achieve some particular deception. But this
does not mean there is cessation of consciousness after death.

That there is consciousness after death is the only conclu-
sion that can be drawn in view of the overwhelming number
of Scriptures that speak of consciousness in Sheol. In contrast,
no Scriptures can be cited for conclusive proof that death
means absence of consciousness.

Regardless how Sheol is rendered (“hell” or “the grave”) nothing
describes what takes place there other than sorrow. However, in
some cases where the KJV translators rendered Sheol as “the grave,”
sorrow is spoken of. This cannot be. In the grave there is no sorrow
because only the body, without the soul, occupies it.

This is further evidence that Sheol is not the grave, but the
underworld where departed spirits await their resurrection.

But is there torment in Sheol? There is only one instance
where pain is mentioned:

The sorrows of death compassed me, and the pains
of hell [Sheol] gat hold upon me: I found trouble and
sorrow.

Then called I upon the name of the LORD; O LORD,
I beseech thee, deliver my soul. (Psalm 116:3-4)

While the psalmist acknowledges pain in Sheol, he does
not reveal the degree or duration of that pain. Nor does he
say how that pain is inflicted, whether by fire, demonic spirits,
or other means.

There is one Scripture passage where Hell (Sheol) and fire
are mentioned together. God, speaking of Israel’s idolatry, said:

They have moved me to jealousy with that which is
not God; they have provoked me to anger with their
vanities: and I will move them to jealousy with those
which are not a people; I will provoke them to anger
with a foolish nation.

For a fire is kindled in mine anger, and shall burn unto
the lowest hell [Sheol], and shall consume the earth with her
increase, and set on fire the foundations of the mountains.
(Deuteronomy 32:17-22)

God’s anger is kindled as a fire here which will burn not
only in Sheol, but will consume the earth. It is His anger, not
literal fire, of which He spoke. If we take this single incident
to suggest that Sheol means a place of torment called Hell
rather than merely a place where departed spirits await
judgment—which would be consistent with all uses of the
word—it still doesn’t describe Hell as a place of eternal
torment of any particular degree. Thus we are left with no
conclusive evidence from the Old Testament to support the
traditional idea that “Hell” is a place of eternal fiery torment
for the unsaved. However, this lack of evidence does not
necessarily disprove that idea.
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Lacking any Old Testament evidence, we must move on to
the New Testament for further understanding. But the New
Testament, written originally in Greek and Aramaic, does not
use the word Sheol; rather, it uses the equivalent Greek word
Haides.

THE SECOND DEATH
Is residence in the lake of fire the second death itself, or

does it merely lead to the second death? The Lord’s words are
so definite that those who are lost will “go into hell [geena],
into the fire that never shall be quenched: Where their worm
dieth not, and the fire is not quenched” (Mark 9:43b-44). If
that doesn’t speak of eternal torment, nothing does. But does
it mean that everyone will suffer the same torment for
eternity? Would those who have never heard of Christ suffer
the same fate as those who reject Christ or who are willfully
rebellious?

According to Scripture, the Lord’s judgment will depend
upon one’s degree of culpability:

For there is no respect of persons with God.
For as many as have sinned without law shall also

perish without law. And as many as have sinned in the
law shall be judged by the law in the day when God
shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according
to my gospel.

For not the hearers of the law are just before God,
but the doers of the law shall be justified.

For when the gentiles, who do not have the law, do
by nature the things contained in the law, these, not
having the law, are a law unto themselves, who show
the work of the law written in their hearts, their
conscience also bearing witness, and their thoughts the
meanwhile accusing or else excusing one another.
(Romans 2:11-16)

Paul is saying that those who obey God will be justified,
provided, of course, that their obedience is based upon faith
and not confidence in the law alone. By grace we are saved
through faith, not by works, lest any man boast (Ephesians 2:8).
But he is also saying that the nations, ignorant of God’s laws,
are a law unto themselves, and must obey their own law with
a good conscience. The problem is that the natural man is
seldom able to live even by his own concept of righteousness,
and must bear the consequences of his failures. But this does
give us some understanding that not everyone will be judged
as equally deficient, though all will bear the penalty for their
deficiencies. It is only the blood of Christ, which cleanses us
from our sins through faith in His redemptive work, that can
qualify us to escape punishment.

This leads us to our responsibility as disciples of the Lord
Jesus Christ. We may think that it really doesn’t matter whether
someone hears about their need for Christ. The popular thing
today seems to be to let people be. As some notable leaders in

Christianity have said of late, it doesn’t matter whether someone
hears about Christ or not; they can still be members of His Body
if they live good lives. This is a lie from the proverbial “pit of
Hell.”

If Israel needed a Redeemer, so do we all. If we who have
placed our faith in Christ need Him, why do not all men need
Him? And if they don’t need Him, why do we? And why
would He commission His disciples to preach the Gospel to
the lost throughout the world (Matthew 28:19-20)?

The Great Commission is being compromised by men and
women who assume the responsibility to lead God’s people.
But we are to follow Christ, not men.

And in the process, we must be faithful in fulfilling the
tasks to which we have been appointed:

“But and if that servant says in his heart, ‘My lord
delays his coming,’ and begins to beat the menservants
and maidens, and to eat and drink, and to be drunken,
the lord of that servant will come in a day when he
does not look for him, and at an hour when he is not
aware, and will cut him asunder, and will appoint him
his portion with the unbelievers.

“And that servant who knew his lord’s will, and did
not prepare himself, nor did according to his will, shall
be beaten with many stripes.

“But he who did not know, and committed things
worthy of stripes, shall be beaten with few stripes. For
to whomever much is given, of him shall be much
required, and to whom men have committed much, of
him they will ask the more.

“I have come to send fire on the earth, and what
will I, if it is already kindled?” (Luke 12:45-49)

Whether this is speaking of believers or unbelievers has
been debated. Since it is speaking of works done by His
servants, it seems to indicate that it addresses believers and sin.
Another Scripture that speaks of judgment for believers’ good
works laid on the wrong foundation is 1 Corinthians 3:11-17:

For no one can lay another foundation than that
which is laid, who is Jesus Christ.

Now if any man builds upon this foundation gold,
silver, precious stones, wood, hay, stubble, every man’s
work shall be revealed, for the day shall declare it,
because it shall be revealed by fire. And the fire shall
test every man’s work of what sort it is.

If any man’s work which he has built thereon
abides, he shall receive a reward.

If any man’s work shall be burned, he shall suffer
loss, but he himself shall be saved, yet as if by fire.

Do you not know that you are the temple of God,
and that the Spirit of God dwells in you?
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If any man defiles the temple of God, God shall
destroy him, for the temple of God is holy, which
temple you are. (1 Corinthians 3:11-17)

Implicit in this warning is the idea that believers who
destroy God’s temple—their bodies—God will destroy. But the
primary consideration for this study is that the believer will be
judged according to the works that he performs in service to the
Father. This has nothing to do with sin, but with works of
service (building on the foundation of Jesus Christ).

That the destination of the lost is eternal fiery torment is
certainly alluded to in Matthew 25:40-41:

“And the King shall answer and say to them, ‘Truly
I say to you, inasmuch as you have done it to one of
the least of these My brethren, you have done it to Me.’

“Then He shall say also to those on the left hand,
‘Depart from me, you cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels.’”

Everlasting fire was not created for man, but for Satan and
his followers. However, men who do not follow Christ,
regardless of their good intentions and ignorance, are, de
facto, following Satan.

IS “HELL” ETERNAL?
Some say that the “second death” means annihilation, and

that there will be no consciousness after a time, depending
upon the seriousness of the judgment. They say that the words
“eternal” and “everlasting” do not always mean non-ending,
but may also mean of long duration. But how do we know
which meaning to ascribe to these terms?

The best interpreter of Scripture is Scripture itself.
Although the Old Testament has little to say about eternal
punishment, it has much to say about the eternal God and
eternal salvation. The New Testament also has much to say
about all these things.

With minimal exception, the words translated “eternal,”
“everlasting,” “forever,” and “ever” come from the same Greek
root word, aion. It is from this that we get the English word
eon, meaning a very long period in world history. Aion is
generally translated “ever.” Its two primary derivatives, aidios
and aionios, are translated “eternal,” and “everlasting.”

The following are just a few verses that speak of eternal or
everlasting damnation. There are only two in which aionios is
used:

But he that shall blaspheme against the Holy Ghost
hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of eternal
[aionios] damnation. (Mark 3:29)

And the angels which kept not their first estate, but
left their own habitation, he hath reserved in everlast-
ing [aidios] chains under darkness unto the judgment
of the great day.

Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about
them in like manner, giving themselves over to forni-
cation, and going after strange flesh, are set forth for
an example, suffering the vengeance of eternal [aionios]
fire. (Jude 1:6-7)

More often, the word aionios is translated “everlasting”
when speaking of eternal damnation:

Wherefore if thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut
them off, and cast them from thee: it is better for thee
to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than having
two hands or two feet to be cast into everlasting [aionios]
fire. (Matthew 18:8)

Then shall he say also unto them on the left hand,
Depart from me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire,
prepared for the devil and his angels:…

And these shall go away into everlasting [aionios]
punishment: but the righteous into life eternal [aionios].
(Matthew 25:41-46)

And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the
Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his
mighty angels,

In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know
not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord
Jesus Christ:

Who shall be punished with everlasting [aionios]
destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from
the glory of his power. (II Thessalonians 1:7-9)

And the smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever
[aion] and ever [aion]: and they have no rest day nor night,
who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever
receiveth the mark of his name. (Revelation 14:11)

For true and righteous are his judgments: for he
hath judged the great whore, which did corrupt the
earth with her fornication, and hath avenged the blood
of his servants at her hand.

And again they said, Alleluia. And her smoke rose
up for ever [aion] and ever [aion]. (Revelation 19:2-3)

And the devil that deceived them was cast into the
lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the
false prophet are, and shall be tormented day and night
for ever [aion] and ever [aion]. (Revelation 20:10)

These are Scriptures that suggest eternal damnation. The
question is whether or not eternal means eternal or merely
of long-lasting duration. The truth is that it could mean either.

While it is possible that these words may mean of long
duration, they are also used extensively to describe eternal
life, the eternal God, and all that pertains to eternity as
unending—without beginning and without end. If we wish to
pick and choose which definition to apply to eternal damna-
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tion based upon what we think it should be, we may find
ourselves straying significantly from the truth.

L. Berkhof, in Systematic Theology (Grand Rapids: Wm. B.
Eerdman’s Publishing Co., 1939, 1941, 1974) states it this way:

In Matthew 25:46 the same word describes the dura-
tion of both, the bliss of the saints and the penalty of the
wicked. If the latter is not, properly speaking, unending,
neither is the former; and yet many of those who doubt
eternal punishment, do not doubt everlasting bliss.

If the idea of eternal torment for the lost is repugnant to
us, we must take that up with the Father. Who are we to
counsel God? It is by His pleasure that all things exist; it isn’t
up to the creature to correct the Creator.

At best we may speculate that “eternal” does not mean
“without end” as it is found in all instances. But one may not
be dogmatic about it, as some have been. In view of the
preponderance of Scriptures that speak of eternal life, the
eternal Godhead (Romans 1:20), and all the things we want
to be without end, using the same words to describe the fate
of the lost, we would be going contrary to reason to insist that
the punishment of the lost is not eternal.

Whether we call that condition “Hell” is of little impor-
tance. Technically, “Hell” does not exist as it is characterized
in English culture and tradition. If “Hell” is Sheol or Hades,
it will be cast into the lake of fire. It is the lake of fire that will
continue for eternity, not Sheol or Hades or “Hell.” That
both Sheol and geena are translated “hell” indicates a lack of
understanding of this biblical truth. But this is, again, where
myth must give way to God’s Word if we are to understand
His truth.

We have seen that the term “Hell” has been used carelessly
by not only the average believer, but by Bible “scholars.”
Without a clear understanding of the different Hebrew and
Greek words that describe the afterlife, it is easy to fall into
the trap of adopting myths and cultural or religious fallacies.

The conclusion to which we have come after due consid-
eration of all the terms associated with the afterlife is that
Sheol (Hebrew) and Haides (Greek) are the same place in the
heart of the earth to which, prior to the resurrection of Christ,
the souls of all the dead—the righteous and the unrighteous—
awaited their resurrection. When Jesus was resurrected He took
with Him the souls of the righteous in Christ.

At the second resurrection, the unrighteous will be cast
into the lake of fire, as will Haides itself. Those who have done
good will populate the New Earth (Revelation 20).

Hades is distinct from the lake of fire, which was created
for Satan and his angels (Matthew 25:41). In the final analysis,
Hades will come to its own end, but the lake of fire will
continue. The lake of fire, then, may be considered the end for
all wickedness. This, the Bible calls “the second death” (Revela-
tion 20:14; 21:8).

QUO VADIS?
The eternal destiny of those who die without trusting in

Christ and His redemptive work to save them from judgment
and condemnation is ultimately in the hands of our just and
merciful Father. It isn’t so important whether the torment of the
unrighteous is eternal or seasonal. The major issue is that there
is a state for the redeemed and a state for the lost. Now, into
which do we wish to enter?

What is also important is that our Savior’s blood not only
saves us from the consequences of our sins, but also for the
eternal Kingdom of His Father. This is the good news, or
“Gospel,” which we have been commanded to proclaim to
everyone everywhere (Matthew 28:16-20).

In spite of the scriptural evidence that there is a place of
torment reserved for Satan and his followers, some will insist
that a God of love would not allow such a horror. But they
fail to perceive God’s love manifested in His Son:

But God commends His love toward us in that, while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. (Romans 5:8)

This is the love of God: that while we were still sinners,
He sent His only-begotten Son into the world to suffer the
rejection and ridicule of men, and to shed His blood for our
sins so that we may be justified before a holy God.

To reject Christ is to reject God’s love. To reject God’s
love is to reject any claims to benefits provided by that love.
One may say that “God is love,” but the only place we learn
of that is in the Bible, which also reveals the consequences of
rejecting the object of His love, Jesus Christ. The same writer
who revealed to us that God is love, and that His love is
manifested in His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, reveals the
end of those who reject Jesus:

He who believes in the Son has everlasting life, and
he who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abides on him. (John 3:36)

 In its full context, Romans 5:8 is the essence of the Gospel:

Therefore, being justified by faith we have peace
with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom also
we have access by faith into this grace wherein we
stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

And not only so, but we glory in tribulations also,
knowing that tribulation works patience, and patience,
experience, and experience, hope. And hope does not
make ashamed because the love of God is shed abroad
in our hearts by the Holy Ghost who is given to us.

For when we were yet without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly.

For one will scarcely die for a righteous man, yet
perhaps for a good man some would even dare to die.

But God commends his love toward us, in that,
while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.



Much more then, being now justified by His blood,
we shall be saved from wrath through Him.

For if, when we were enemies we were reconciled
to God by the death of His Son, much more, being
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

And not only so, but we also rejoice in God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom we have now received
the atonement. (Romans 5:1-11)

The skeptic might ask, “Why did Christ have to die? And
why did He have to shed His blood?”

The answer is found in the Bible:

For the life of the flesh is in the blood, and I have
given it to you on the altar to make an atonement for
your souls. For it is the blood that makes an atonement
for the soul. (Leviticus 17:11)

It is because blood is the life of man that blood is required
to purge man of his sins. All of man’s attempts to reach God
apart from pure faith in this atonement provided by Him is
futile. Even Christian sects that develop other means besides
this, such as sacramental systems, outward works of righteous-
ness, and even inward piety, are leading their flocks astray.
Christ died once for all, there is no more sacrifice for
sin—either from God or by our own efforts.

But Christ, having become a high priest of good
things to come, by a greater and more perfect tabernacle,
not made with hands, that is to say, not of this building
nor by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own
blood He entered in once into the holy place, having
obtained eternal redemption for us. (Hebrews 9:11-12)

Regardless where you stand on the idea of a literal “Hell,”
the question you must ask yourself is, “Am I saved from my
sins through the shed blood of Jesus?”

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth, and the life; no man
comes to the Father except by Me” (John 14:6). He also said:

“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not enter by
the door into the sheepfold, but climbs up some other
way, is a thief and a robber.

“But he who enters in by the door is the shepherd
of the sheep. The porter opens to him, and the sheep
hear his voice. And he calls his own sheep by name,
and leads them out.

“And when he puts out his own sheep, he goes
before them, and the sheep follow him because they
know his voice. And they will not follow a stranger, but
will flee from him, for they do not know the voice of
strangers.”

Jesus spoke this parable to them, but they did not
understand the things that He spoke to them.

Then said Jesus to them again, “Truly, truly, I say
to you, I am the door of the sheep. All that ever came

before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did
not hear them.

“I am the door. If anyone enters in by Me, he shall
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pasture.”
(John 10:1-9)

As righteous as we may attempt to be, if we try to enter
into salvation through any means other than faith in the final,
atoning power of Jesus’ shed blood, we will be counted with
the thieves and robbers. What a great humiliation awaits those
who trust in their own righteousness. Yet our Lord cautions
us not to take lightly our commitment to Him. If we would
follow Him we must first count the cost:

And when He had called the people to himself with
His disciples also, He said to them, “Whoever will
come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me.

“For whosoever will save his life shall lose it, but
whoever loses his life for My sake and the Gospel’s, the
same shall save it.

“For what shall it profit a man, if he shall gain the
whole world, and lose his own soul?

“Or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul?
“Therefore, whoever therefore is ashamed of Me

and of My words in this adulterous and sinful genera-
tion, of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed
when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy
angels.” (Mark 8:34-38)

Yes, God can save even the most stubborn of sinners—and
even the most religious of men. The latter are often the most
difficult to save even above the wealthy, most of whom love
the world and all it has to offer them. I was such a religious
man, raised in the Roman Catholic Church, thankful of being
a member of “the only true Church” and striving to serve God
according to the dictates of that institution’s religious leaders.
But when I saw the futility of trying to please God on my own
terms, and the necessity of surrendering to Him on His
terms—when I saw that it is His righteousness and not mine
that justified me—He did a work in my heart that set my course
on the narrow way through the strait gate (Matthew 7:14).

Like Paul, I count myself among the greatest of sinners.
But by the grace of God I am what I am. And my prayer is
that everyone who reads this will recognize their own need to
surrender all to Jesus.�
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