
It’s the time of year when the world
holds its fes ti val to honor the pow ers of 
darkness—the time when stores stock

up on all the good ies that chil dren seek as
they make their way from  door to door
with their wails of “Trick or treat.” Dot ing
par ents take pic tures of them in their lit tle
cos tumes, dressed as witches, de mons,
monsters, and their fa vor ite me dia char ac -
ters. They no doubt think of how cute their
kid dies look as they wad dle about the
neigh bor hood work ing their pe cu liar
brand of black mail.

Hu mor aside, it’s im por tant that Chris -
tianscon sider the true mean ing of this holi -
day called Hal lowe’en. Whether or not
Chris tians should be a part of these fes tivi -
ties is a le giti mate ques tion. It’s one among 
many con cern ing how God’s peo ple are to
re late to the af fairs of the world. If we are
called to be holy and sepa rated unto Him,
we should seek to walk cir cum spectly, not
as fools, but as wise (Ephe si ans 5:15).

Many Chris tians think that Hal lowe’en
is an out growth of Chris tian tra di tion hon -
or ing the Chur ch’s saints. While the name
and most re cent in flu ences of this holi day
ap pear to be Chris tian (the name means the
even ing be fore All Hal lows, or All Saints
Day), most of its cus toms are rem nants of
an cient pa gan su persti tions con nected with 
the Dru idic new year. The date was a joint
fes tival known as Sam hain (or, Sowein),
held in honor of the Celtic sun god and
their Lord of the Dead.

Com mon to new year fes ti vals around
the world, to the Dru ids this was a time
when the dead came back tomin gle among
the liv ing. The Celts be lieved that the sin -
ful souls of those who had died dur ing the
year had been transferred to the bod ies of

ani mals. Through gifts and sac ri fices their
sins could be ex pi ated and the souls freed
to enter the land of eter nal youth and hap pi -
ness. The Lord of the Dead judged the
souls  and de creed the form in which their
ex is tence was to con tinue, whether as hu -
mans or ani mals.

Some mod ern witches claim the day as
a time to give thanks to their great god dess
and god for their abun dance in har vest. As
the start of the pa gan new year, Hal lowe’en 
is the time when they also in voke the help
of spir its for the com ing year, since the veil
be tween the dead and the liv ing is be lieved
to be at its thin nest.

”CHRIS TIAN” IN FLUENCE
The rea son many Chris tians as soci ate

Hal lowe’en with Chris ti an ity is that in the
eighth cen tury Pope Greg ory III es tab -
lished No vem ber 1 as the Ro man Catho lic
feast day hon or ing the dead. Then, in the
ninth cen tury, Pope Greg ory IV de creed
that the day was to be uni ver sally observed
by the Ro man Catho lic Church which, at
that time, held the great est influ ence
among the Chris tian popu lous be cause of
its po liti cal strength.

The even ing be fore that Roman Catho -
lic feast day co in cided with the pa gan Sam -
hain fes ti val and came to be called All
Hal lows Eve or Hal lowe’en (Hal lows Eve -
ning). In re al ity, then, Hal lowe’en was at
first a pa gan fes ti val which was later
merged with a Ro man Catho lic feast day.

Dur ing the Mid dle Ages, the even ing
be fore All Saints’ Day be came known as
the time most fa vored by witches, sor cer -
ers, and devil wor ship ers.

It should be noted that not all witches
are sa tan ists, since they be lieve that Sa tan
is a fab ri ca tion of the Chris tian faith. To -
day’s witches in the Celtic tra di tion ad here
to Wicca, a form of witch craft that wor -
ships na ture.

A belief of Wicca is that God is be yond
un der stand ing and, thus can only be under-
stood by look ing at “parts” of God.  Since
every per son and eve ry thing is be lieved to
be a part of God, they may greet one an -
other with the ex pres sion, “Thou art God.”

Wicca holds to a form of du al ism as ex -
pressed in the mas cu line and femi nine
(“god and god dess”). What they be lieve to
be the mother as pect of God they call God -
dess, and pre fer it to the fa ther as pect be -
cause the femi nine is per ceived as more
un der stand ing and kind.The femi nine as -
pect is also per ceived as more pow er ful be -
cause of its crea tive abili ties. This is one
rea son why Wicca is very ac tive in the
femi nist move ment, con sid er ing the male
as some what sub ser vi ent.

Sa tan ism is a dif fer ent form of witch -
craft which in vokes the pow ers of Sa tan
spe cifi cally. There are many kinds of
witch craft through out the world and some
of their tra di tions are simi lar. Sa tan ism is
one form of witch craft whose tra di tions
and prac tices are in many cases simi lar to
those of Wicca. To both forms of witch-
craft Hal lowe’en (which they call Sowein,
pro nounced simi larly to “cow- ain”) is the
most sa cred day of the year.

PHYSI CAL & SPIRI TUAL DAN GERS
The physi cal dan gers that Hal lowe’en

pres ents to chil dren are eas ily dis cerned.
There are nu mer ous warn ings on ra dio,
tele vi sion and in other mass me dia out lets
of what to be ware of in the way of con tami -
nated food, how to dress to avoid the haz -
ards of fire and to be eas ily seen at night,
and what to give chil dren to neu tral ize the
aches in their lit tle tum mies from gorg ing
them selves on too many sweets.

Thephysi cal dan gers of Hal lowe’en are 
mini mal, how ever, when com pared to the
spiri tual dan gers. Yet through ig no rance
and/or love of hu man tra di tion, many
Chris tians en gage in its fes tivi ties and en -
cour age their chil dren in them. The com -
mon ex cuse for do ing so is that it’s only in
fun and the kids don’t know the dif fer ence.

And that’s the prob lem: it’s all in fun
and they don’t know the dif fer ence. The
de sire for fun of ten runs coun ter to the
com mands of Christ. Our joy should be in
Him, and the things we do for en joy ment,
while not al ways nec es sar ily spiri tu ally
edi fy ing, should at  least not com pro mise
our tes ti mony. As we should do all things
to the glory of God (I Cor in thi ans 10:31),
so, too, we should ab stain from all ap pear -
ance of evil (I Thes sa lo ni ans 5:22).
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When we en gage in trib utes to Sa tan
and pa gan gods, we are sanc tion ing the
works of God’s enemies. It is the same as
en joy ing a ban quet held in honor of some -
one who has sworn to kill our earthly fa -
ther. If we will look at pa gan fes tivi ties in
that light we may bet ter un der stand how
our in volve ment grieves our Lord.

In par tici pat ing in these things, ei ther
we are fail ing to ac knowl edge the re al ity of 
those de monic forces and their in flu ence in 
the world, or we think they are some thing
with which we can align our selves and  not
be ad versely af fected.

Nor does the ar gu ment that Hal lowe’en
isn’t what it was origi nally hold up in view
of its con tinued ob ser vance by witches in
honor of their pa gan gods. On that day,
also, Sa tan ists continue to en gage in all
sorts of per ver sions in cluding ani mal and
hu man sac ri fices.

Whether we be lieve in these things or
not, the tra di tions linked to Hal lowe’en
carry evil con no ta tions, and the fact re -
mains that it’s still a feast of Sa tan. It really
doesn’t matter whether or not cer tain types
of witches ac knowl edge him as a re al ity.
There fore its prac tices must be ex posed for 
the evil they are. As we look at these cus -
toms we’ll re al ize that their very na ture is
con trary to our faith.

TRICK OR TREAT
The mod ern cus tom of go ing from door

to door begging candy, nuts, ap ples, and
money while masked and dressed in gro -
tesque cos tumes goes back to the pa gan
new year feast. The spir its that were
thought to throng about the houses of the
liv ing were greeted with banquet- laden ta -
bles. At the end of the feast, masked and
cos tumed vil lag ers, rep re sent ing the souls
of the dead, pa raded to the out skirts of
town lead ing the spir its away. This was
done to avoid any ca lami ties the dead
might bring upon them should they not be
pro vided for. Were the liv ing to fail in their
pro vi sions they be lieved that they might
find their lives dis rupted by hav ing their
live stock die, their milk turn sour, their
food spoil, or by some other mis chief the
spir its of the dead might devise.

This ap pease ment of the spir its was
cele brated in  vari ous  ways ac cord ing to
lo cale and cus tom, with mi nor dif fer ences.
One way was to set out bowls of fruit and
other treats so they could par take of them
and, once sat is fied, they would leave in
peace. Your child, go ing door- to-door, is
re en act ing that an cient su per sti tion.

JACK- O- LANTERNS
The jack- o- lantern (also known as

will- o- the- wisp, fox fire, fairie fire, fri ar’s
lan tern, and corpse lan tern, among other
things) was be lieved to be a wan der ing
soul which could not find ref uge be cause
of a par ticu larly evil deed com mit ted in its
life time. Some be lieved it to be a ma lig -
nant imp. The Finnsbe lieved that it was the 
soul of a child bur ied in the for est.

Ac cord ing to an cient folk lore, a will- o-
the- wisp wan ders about swamp areas, en -
tic ing vic tims to fol low. Should a per son
suc cumb to cu ri os ity and fol low its light,
he may be come hopelessly lost or led to his 
death in a bog or pool. There are tales of
these mis chie vous spir its chas ing ter ri fied
vic tims through mud and bram bles un til
con fused, and then leav ing them stranded
with the sound of mock ing laugh ter ring -
ing in their ears. To day’s leer ing pump kin
face is sym bolic of that mock ing spirit.

A corpse can dle is said to be a small
flame mov ing through the air in the dark
and is be lieved by the su persti tious to be an 
omen of the ob server’s im mi nent death, or
the death of a loved one. These strange
fires, thought by the more ra tional to origi -
nate from the at mos pheric ig nition of
swamp gases, were also known as “Ig nus
Fas tuus,” or “Fool ish Fire,” be cause only a
fool would fol low them.

BON FIRES
Most eve ry one is fa mil iar with the Hal -

lowe’en bon fire. This had its ori gins in the
Celtic fire festi vals.

In North Wales every fam ily built a
bon fire into which each mem ber would
throw a stone he had marked with his own
iden ti fi ca tion. The fam ily would re cite
prayers to their gods while gath ered
around the fire. Should a stone be miss ing
when they re turned to the site the next
morn ing, it was be lieved that the owner of
that par ticu lar stone would die within the
coming year. A simi lar be lief ex isted in the 
Scot tish High lands, and di verse  forms  of

for tune tell ing would ac com pany the fes -
tivi ties. The Celtic new year pro vided a
suit able time for pre dict ing the fu ture due
to the close ness of the spir its. Even to day,
dur ing this time of year mod ern “mys tics”
fill the news pa pers with their pre dic tions
for the next year.

It is be lieved that the bon fires were first
meant to pro vide light and heat to com pen -
sate for the fee ble sun dur ing the dark en ing 
and chill ing win ter to come. On this par -
ticu lar night all the peo ple would ex tin -
guish their fires at home and con gre gate at
a great com mu nity bon fire con se crated
through sa cred rites dur ing the fire fes ti val. 
In or der to re ceive fire for  the next year it
was nec es sary to en gage in pa gan ritu als,
many of which in cluded hu man and ani mal 
sac ri fices to the gods of na ture.

DUCK ING FOR AP PLES
There were many divi na tion practices

as so ci ated with Sam hain, many of which
dealt with mar riage, health, and the
weather. Duck ing for ap ples was a mar -
riage divi na tion based on the be lief that the
first to bite into an ap ple would be the first
to marry in the com ing year. This is simi lar
to the wed ding tra di tion of the throw ing of
the bride’s bou quet for women and her gar -
ter for men.

Ap ple peel ing was an other type of divi -
na tion to de ter mine how long one’s life
would be. The longer the un bro ken peel,
the longer the life of the one peel ing it.

BLACK CATS & OTHER TAL IS MANS
Witches of many per sua sions own liv -

ing tal is mans—ani mals in dwelt by evil
spir its, through which they de rive their
power. Com mon tal is mans are dogs, owls,
snakes, and swine, but among the most
com mon are cats. The witches in voke the
fa mil iar spir its to en ter the bod ies of their
tal is mans for the ex er cis ing of power.

The black cat in par ticu lar has come to
sym bol ize these fa mil iar spir its be cause
black rep re sents evil, death, and dark -
ness—com modi ties with which evil spir its 
are ob sessed.

THE UN HOLY MADE HOLY?
The other trap pings of Hal lowe’en are

all steeped in magic and the oc cul tic prac -
tices of an cient civi li za tions. With the ad -
vent of Chris ti an ity, ra tion ali za tions were
given to these prac tices in or der to make
them pal at able to the Church, while pro -
vid ing for appease ment of pa gans forced to 
be come “Chris tians” or lose their lives at
the hands of the Ro man clergy.
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One varia tion on trick- or- treat, for ex -
am ple, was for chil dren to go around on the 
eve of All Souls’ Day (the day fol low ing
All Saints’ Day) of fer ing to fast for the de -
parted souls of loved ones in ex change for
money or some other of fering.

Like many pa gan fes ti vals that were
con ven iently adapted for Chris tian us age,
Hal lowe’en is to day ac cepted as Chris tian
in ori gin andprac tice. But the dark ness that 
per me ated the Ro man Church at that time
re sulted in the tak ing of things con se crated
to Sa tan and the pa gan gods of na ture, and
of fer ing them to God. We have nu mer ous
Scrip tures that re veal this as an abomi na -
tion to God, pun ish able by death. That’s
how much He de tests such prac tices, re -
gardless of whom one says they honor.

Jere miah the prophet wrote, Learn not
the way of the heathen” (Jere miah 10:2).
Lest those “un der grace” think this doesn’t
ap ply to the pres ent, I remind them of
Paul’s words to the Church:

Be ye not une qually yoked to gether
with un be liev ers: for what fel low ship
hath right eous ness with un right eous -
ness? and what com mun ion hath light
with dark ness?

And what con cord hath Christ with
Be lial? or what part hath he that be -
lieveth with an in fidel?

And what agree ment hath the tem ple
of God with idols? for ye are the tem ple
of the living God; as God hath said, I will
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I
will be their God, and they shall be my
people.

Where fore come out from among
them, and touch not the un clean thing:
and I will re ceive you,

And will be a Fa ther unto you, and ye
shall be my sons and daugh ters saith the
Lord Al mighty. (II Cor in thi ans 6:14-18)
To en gage in rev elry as so ci ated with

such an anti- Christ fes tiv ity as Hal lowe’en
is a slap in our Lords’ face. Yet be cause of
“vain tra di tion,” Chris tian par ents—and
even some churches—go all out to make
Hal lowe’en a spe cial time of celebra tion.
Some churches and Chris tian or gani za tions
even go pub lic with “haunted” houses de -
signed to scare the wits out of peo ple for
profit in or der to fi nance their pro grams.
Yet God says that He has not given us a
spirit of fear, but of love andpower, and of a
sound mind (II Timo thy 1:7).

A WORD FROM A WITCH
Sev eral years ago, I ap peared on the Joy

pro gram on the Trin ity Broad cast ing Net -
work in which I ad dressed the prob lem of
Chris tians cele brat ing Hal lowe’en. That

week I re ceived a let ter from a pro fessed
witch who took of fense at my state ments.
Her let ter re vealed in for mation that should
be of in ter est to any Chris tian whose mind
is not yet made up about cele brat ing Hal -
lowe’en—es pe cially Chris tian par ents
who are un aware of its dan gers:

Dear Mr. Dager;
I was noti fied that morn ing to watch

Ch. 40 as you would be on it dis cuss ing
Hal low een. I have also been given your
sheet on Hal low een.

As a prac tic ing Witch I take ex cep -
tion to the in for ma tion you have prom ul -
gated in both your T.V. ap pear ance and
your News let ter on Hal low een. It is filled
with conjec ture, myths and out right lies.
Your re search is lack ing in every de tail.
Where do you get your re search ma te ri -
als? Have you ever spo ken with a per son
who is a prac tic ing Witch? I can give you 
a list of over 8000 Witches just in our
area who could give you in sight into
what Witches do and what they be lieve.

Hal low een has, from the ear li est of
man’s time, been a time of great cele bra -
tion and fes tival. The true meaning of
this time is that we give thanks to the
great God dess and God for their abun -
dance found in the har vest and now they
seek their time of rest. Hal low een is not
an out growth of the x- ian tra di tions as
we, who are Witches, have noth ing to do
with x- ian tra di tions and in fact, it is you
who have taken our cele bra tions and per -
verted them to your own use in or der to
have your con verts in ear lier times. Sam -
hain (pro nounced, So- wein) is not the
name of the lord of the dead. It is a pe riod
of time. The cele bra tions of this time
were never to sa tan as he is part and par -
cel of the x- ian heri tage and not ours. It is
not a de monic prac tice as we do not be -
lieve in de mons. The fact is, x- ian, that
were you in formed you would know that
sa tan has no part in our ritu als or prac -
tices. We leave this fig ment of the x- ian
imagi na tion to you and yours. None of us 
en gages in ei ther hu man or ani mal sac ri -
fices. I could go on and on, but it is need -
less for me to, in your words, cast pearls
be fore swine.

We in tend to cele brate Sam hain this
year, with one of our larg est groups and
will have a won der ful time. Our houses
and lawns will be deco rated with all as -
pects of the har vest and many of your
Sun day school beg gars will be at our
doors, just as they are every year.

I have in cluded our tract which we
pres ent to your kind who come to our
doors. Per haps you would like to read it
and just get a hint of what we are about
and what we be lieve.

Blessed be. And a Joy ous Sam hain
cele bra tion to you, now looking for ward
to a Happy Yule.
Ob vi ously this woman didn’t lis ten very

care fully be cause she really just veri fied
eve ry thing I was say ing about Hal lowe’en.
Rather than rec og nize my con cern that the
Ro man Catho lic Church had passed on this
leg acy to “Chris ten dom,” she as sumed that
all Chris tians think alike and lumped me in
with those who cele brate that holi day.

She also missed the point that, al though
the witch craft to which she ad heres
(Wicca) does not claim to be lieve in Sa tan
and ani mal or hu man sac ri fices, other
forms of witch craft which cele brate Sam -
hain do be lieve and prac tice these things.
As to where I got my facts, they came from
sev eral sources and are a com pi la tion of
those sources’ in for ma tion.

In ter est ingly, some of the sources are
from Wicca pub li ca tions, while oth ers are
schol arly works found in pub lic li brar ies.

I wrote back to her of fer ingher the Gos -
pel in the spirit of love and tell ing her of Je -
sus’ sac ri fice for her sins. I re ceived a
four- page let ter in re ply cas ti gat ing me for
in sult ing her.

THE REAL IS SUE
If I had been mis taken about any thing

(and I don’t be lieve I was) it was not about
the na ture and his tory of Hal lowe’en. And
this is the real is sue. So, too, is the fact that
prac tic ing witches do propa gate their be -
liefs through the hand ing out of tracts to
trick- or- treaters.

I amspeak ing to those who truly believe 
in Je sus Christ—those who are aware of
de monic pres ences that can af fect even
Chris tians if we are not care ful of the things
with which we as so ci ate. Is it pos sible that
spells might be cast on the ob jects placed in 
your child’s bag? This is not para noia or
un rea son able think ing. De monic forces are
real; and re gard less of whether prac tic ing
witches be lieve in them, those witches are
be ing used by the de monic forces to de -
stroy the unsus pect ing. In any case, is it
worth the chance?
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If this seems like a scare tac tic, maybe
it’s not so bad, al though that’s  not  my in -
ten tion. Af ter all, doesn’t Jude tell us to
save some with fear, “pull ing them out of
the fire; hat ing even the gar ment spot ted by 
the flesh”?

This is godly fear and is suit able for
those who need it. But is it suit able for the
Body of Christ to em brace the sym bols of
Sa tan for any cause and, for the ex cuse of
“fun,” in duce un godly fear in peo ple? How 
easy it is to be come op pressed by evil spir -
its if we don’t keep our guard up and con -
tinue in the peace and joy of Christ, but
in stead al low our selves to in dulge our
senses in mo men tary pleas ures revolv ing
around Sa tan and his do main.

To re al ize that there are some 8,000
witches in this woman’s area alone should
be so ber ing to any com mit ted Chris tian. In
view of the pro lif era tion of oc cult ism in
Ameri can so ci ety I cer tainly have no rea -
son to doubt her. While we rec og nize that
these peo ple are lost and with out hope as
long as they con tinue in their re jec tion of
Christ, our hearts must go out to them in
genuine com pas sion. The ob vi ous ha tred
and an ger against Chris ti an ity can be seen
to be not with out rea son if we’ll hon estly
rec og nize the evil that has been done in the
name of Christ over the cen tu ries. The
world does not un der stand that those who
do evil and do not walk hum bly be fore God 
and men are not true Chris tians.

Yet while we may un der stand this, and
love those who demon strate an ger to ward
us, we can not have fel low ship with them or 
in volve our selves in their fes tivi ties. There
is noth ing on earth, least of all some bits
and pieces of candy, which can jus tify em -
bracing Sa tan in his un holy days cele bra -
tions. For too long Hal lowe’en has
cap ti vated the minds of Christian chil dren
and adults alike to the det ri ment of their
spiri tual lives. It’s time that pas tors and
teach ers take re spon si bil ity to edu cate their
flocks to God’s re quire ment of ho li ness.

As pas tors and teach ers have the re -
spon si bil ity of educat ing par ents in the
Church, so, too, the re spon si bil ity of edu -
cat ing chil dren be longs to par ents—es pe -
cially the fa thers. But no more so in this age 
or soci ety than in ages past. The differ ence
is that to day chil dren rule many homes,
Chris tian and non- Christian alike. For that
rea son com pro mise is the easy way out for
par ents. Think ing they are show ing love by 
ac qui es cence, they are really de stroy ing
their chil dren’s spiri tual life.

ARE THERE AL TER NA TIVES?
No mat ter what evil the world util izes to 

en tice chil dren, parents are for ever search -
ing for al ter na tives in or der that their chil -
dren not feel de prived of the world’s fun.
When it comes to Hal lowe’en, Chris tians
de cide to sub sti tute their own par ties for
the world’s. In stead of call ing their fes tivi -
ties “Hal lowe’en par ties,” they call them
“Har vest Fes ti vals” and dress their chil -
dren in bib li cal cos tumes.

But that’s what Hallowe’en is: a har vest 
fes ti val. By drop ping the name “Hal -
lowe’en” in fa vor of “Har vest Fes ti val”
they are really drawing closer to the mean -
ing of the pa gan cele bra tion. If anything, it
would be more “Chris tian” to retain the
name “Hal lowe’en,” and shun the name
“Har vest Fes ti val.”

Be sides, many chil dren wear bibli cal
cos tumes for Hallowe’en any way, so
what’s the dif fer ence ex cept in the com -
pro mise of their minds? You can be sure
that to most chil dren it’s still Hal lowe’en
that they are cele brat ing.

To il lus trate, a church we at tended sev -
eral years ago felt that it would have a Har -
vest Fes ti val in lieu of a Hal lowe’en party
for the kids. At the time, I was not as up on
these things so I didn’t see the harm in it.
Sev eral of us adults were meet ing in a
home for a fel lowship and some of the
other cou ples’ chil dren were at the Har vest
Fes ti val. When they came home some one
asked where they had been. Their an swer,
“At the Hal lowe’en party at church.”

It is a re lig ious spirit that per suades
Chris tians that, by sub sti tut ing an gel cos -
tumes for witches’ cos tumes they are
some how pleas ing God. His Word calls for 
sepa ra tion, not com pro mise.

It isn’t go ing to trau ma tize chil dren if
they ar en’t al lowed to join in some things
just be cause “eve ry one else is do ing it.”
It’s the re spon si bil ity of Chris tian par ents
to teach their chil dren the truth from the be -
gin ning—not wait un til they’ve been suf fi -
ciently in fected by the world that they must 
be de pro gramed at a later date.

Children who are taught to love Je sus
will un der stand that, be cause of that love,
they should not have any thing to do with a
celebra tion that glo ri fies the power of
God’s ene mies. Even if they rebel and, for
a time re ject the truth, par ents can trust
God’s prom ise: “Train up a child in the
way he should go: and when he is old, he
will not de part from it” (Prov erbs 22:6).

If par ents will be faith ful in their re -
spon si bil ity to bring up their chil dren in the 
knowl edge of God’s right eous ness He will
keep His hand upon their chil dren and will
guide them back to the truth.

On the other hand, Je sus’ warn ing in
Mat thew 18:6 ap plies no less to par ents
and Church lead ers than to child mo les ters
and abus ers: “...whoso shall of fend one of
these lit tle ones which be lieve in me, it
were bet ter for him that a mill stone were
hanged about his neck and that he were
drowned in the depth of the sea.”

If Chris tian par ents en cour age their
chil dren in cele brat ing pa gan fes ti vals in
any man ner—even by call ing it some thing
that it isn’t—they are plac ing be fore them
stum bling blocks in their re la tion ship with
Christ. This is an of fense against their own
chil dren, of ten propa gated in ig no rance.

Yet there is an al ter na tive to Hal -
lowe’en: Chris tians can gather in spe cial
serv ices to wage spiri tual war fare through
prayer for pro tec tion from the pow ers of
dark ness for those they love. While be ing
care ful not to in trude into ar eas for bid den
by Scrip ture (II Pe ter 2:11; Jude 9), pray ers 
of sup pli ca tion and re pen tance from the
world’s evils are in or der. A church serv ice 
which edu cates Chris tians to these and
other dan gers, and which con tin ues in wor -
ship, praise, and prayer against de monic
in flu ences in the com mu nity is an idea
whose time has come.

Spe cial serv ices can be held for the chil -
dren in which they can be edu cated in their
re spon si bil ity to avoid the ap pear ance of
evil. It’s a per fect time to con trast our faith
with the world’s be liefs, and to dis play to
God our se ri ous ness in want ing to stand for 
His right eous ness.

This is no triv ial mat ter. Sa tan is alive,
and souls are be ing lost in great num bers
daily. But so, too, is God alive. And He is
work ing His plan of re demp tion. If we
want to be a part of that plan and, just as im -
por tantly, if Chris tian par ents want their
chil dren to be  a part of that plan, we must
once and for all let God have His way at
any ex pense. 

This is a tre men dous re sponsi bil ity;
hardly worth sac ri fic ing on the al tars of
worldly pleas ure.v
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