
It be gan on April 2 when 32-year old
Ca na dian evange list Todd Bentley
vis ited Ig nited Church in Lakeland

Florida. The “Lakeland Out pour ing” is
an other out let for the same spirit that
man i fested it self in “The To ronto Bless -
ing” and “The Brownsville Re vival.”
Spec tac u lar claims of heal ings are be ing
made, re sult ing in tens of thou sands of
peo ple vis it ing the site where it is said a
new move of God is oc cur ring. Hav ing
out grown the au di to rium at Ig nited
Church, the al leged re vival is now be ing
held at 8,000-seat Lakeland Cen ter.

Todd Bentley, sport ing tat toos that ri -
val those of Ray Bradbury’s “Il lus trated
Man,” is a charis matic char is matic who
states that the day af ter his ini tial eve ning
of min is ter ing at Ig nited Church an an gel 
vis ited him in his apartment. Now his
mis sion is to teach about “the an gel” who 
will usher in a new era of di vine heal ing.
He claims that God has said to him,
“Todd, you’re a first fruits of a whole new 
era that’s be ing re leased in the Church
con cern ing the com ing heal ing re vival.”

Bentley says that the an gel would of ten
visit him, up to thirty times in one year.
He has n’t seen the an gel lately, but
Bentley be lieves he still shows up in meet -
ings where Bentley feels him stand ing to
his left. He claims that people in the au di -
ence tell him that when he prays they see
an an gel with him. Says Bentley:

We will never see the im parta tion
and the min is try of the su per nat u ral
that God is re leas ing un til we’re will -
ing to ac knowl edge his min is ters −
the ones that do His Word. God speaks
the heal ing word; the an gels do his
word. They are ac tively in volved be -
cause there’s such a de monic in flu -

ence even in the Church to day that
causes in fir mity and sick ness, and we 
do not bat tle against flesh and blood; 
we do not bat tle with de monic pow -
ers; the an gelic hosts do. And the
mo ment we begin to have an un der -
stand ing and a re al ity − andthank you,
God, for your an gels; that’s what we’re
saying, thank you, God for your an -
gels. They’re work ing with us. In fact, 
they have noth ing to do in Heaven
but serve God’s pur pose in you.

Bentley be lieves that his heal ing min is -
try will flow through out the churches and 
that it will be come a re vival that will take
us into the sec ond com ing of Je sus. He
has been en dorsed by John Ar nott, pas -
tor of To ronto Air port Vine yard at the
time of the “To ronto Bless ing,” Paul Cain
and Bob Jones from among the Kan sas

City “proph ets” and oth ers as so ci ated
with var i ous al leged out pour ings of the
Holy Spirit man i fested by bizarre conduct. 
At times Bentley has lost con trol of him -
self on stage, laugh ing hys ter i cally, fall ing
on all fours, and en gag ing in myr iad gym -
nas tics to get the peo ple’s at ten tion. He
en cour ages his au di ences to let go of them -
selves to where they bark like dogs, and ex -
hibit the same be hav ior found in the
afore men tioned “out breaks.”

Bentley states that he has been to
Heaven on numer ous oc ca sions, once
when he was op er ated on by four an gels
who re moved his in ter nal or gans and re -
placed them with white boxes rep re sent -
ing wis dom, knowl edge, and char ac ter.
This, he says, was a “pro phetic experience” 
meant to con vey that God is go ing to im -
part these char acter is tics in new coverts
be cause He does n’t have time to wait
thirty or forty years for them to mature.
This is so that the last-days “re vival” could 
be ac com plished and Je sus could re turn.

He claims that at an other time he went
to the third heaven and saw the apos tle
Paul’s shack where he lives. Paul told him 
the rea son there is no def i nite au thor
known for the Book of He brews is that he 
was aided by Abra ham in writ ing it.

Angels  (or what Bentley says are an gels)
play a large part in his mes sages. He says
that it was an an gel that stood four teen
feet tall who vis ited him one week be fore
he was com mis sioned into full-time min -
is try. He was in vited to a con fer ence where
Bob Jones, Bobby Connors, John Paul
Jack son, and other Lat ter-Rain pro po nents
were cel e brat ing the fif ti eth an ni ver sary
of Wil liam Branham and Paul Cain’s
work in the North west.

(Con tinued on page 3)
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Bentley states that at that con fer ence an 
old man who worked with John G. Lake
ap proached him to say that he brought
with him the same an gel that was as -
signed to Spo kane and Port land in the
days of Lake’s al leged min is try. This an gel 
will see to it that Bentley will carry the
same anoint ing that Lake car ried.

Bentley re lates sev eral in stances when
he was in structed by God to wreak vi o -
lence upon people who came to him for
heal ing:

I said, “God, why is not the power
of God mov ing?”

He said, “Be cause you have n’t
kicked that woman in the face.”

And there was this older lady wor -
ship ping right in front of the plat -
form. And the Holy Spirit spoke to
me, the gift of faith came on me. He
said, “Kick her in the face -- with your 
biker boot.”

I inched closer, and I went like
this [he dem on strates a hard kick to
the fa cial area]: Bam! And just as my
boot made con tact with her nose she
fell un der the power of God.

In an other case he speaks of jump ing
on a man, “full mount,” pound ing on
him and then chok ing him in or der to get 
a devil out of him.

He speaks of charg ing a Chi nese man
and hit ting him so hard that when the
man hit the ground a tooth popped out
of his mouth.

In one in stance he claims God told
him to “leg drop” a pas tor who was ly ing
on the plat form.

He claims to have healed a woman by
vi o lently bang ing her legs on the ground
like a base ball bat.

COMMENTARY
This is sad enough, if true (his ac tions,

not some al leged “heal ings”). But what is
truly sad is the laugh ter and ac cep tance
by the au di ences hear ing these id i o cies.

Bently says these are “winds of change.”
I call them winds of doc trine. I’ve seen ex -
ten sive vid eos of Bentley. He does not

min is ter Scrip ture, but he talks in ces santly
about him self. Just like his pre de ces sors,
he prom ises a great re vival that never takes 
place. It’s the same old false teach ing em a -
nat ing from the de bunked Lat ter Rain
Move ment of the 40s and 50s.

These peo ple are noth ing but hot air,
con ning peo ple out of their hard- earned
money while tick ling their ears with fool -
ish ness. No sooner does one bite the dust 
from scan dal and/or ex posure of false
doc trine and faked “heal ings” than an -
other takes his (or her) place.

So I’m not go ing to re hash what I’ve
said in the past. Those who are in ter ested 
will find it all de tailed in my book, Ven -
geance is Ours: the Church in Do min ion. But 
let’s con sider just a few relevant things.

Bentley says, “It’s all about Je sus.” But
it’s not about Jesus − not the Je sus of the
Bi ble. The Je sus of the Bi ble did n’t work
his listen ers into a frenzy and drop false
hopes on them. And that’s about all these 
false teach ers do. They tout their mir a cle-
work ing pow ers through an gels, but no
true mir a cles are to be found among
them. They prac tice psy chic read ing on
peo ple un der the pre tense that they have
a word of knowl edge. Yet their pro -
nounce ments are vague and un ver i fi able, 
and most of the time they are wrong.
They claim heal ings un der their anoint -
ing, but there are no ver i fi able heal ings to 
be found. Their tes ti mo ni als are akin to
those found among New Age prac ti tio ners,
mind sci ence teach ers, and witches. But if 
there is any heal ing it is n’t of God un less
by His mercy He grants some thing in
spite of, rather than be cause of, these
peo ple.

Although Bentley claims to con stantly
be in the pres ence of an gels, he can’t re -
ally tell whether or not a par tic u lar angel
was Jesus. Af ter read ing from Rev e la tion
10:1 about an an gel with feet like pil lars
of fire, Bentley says:

This angel that has feet like pil lars
of fire has come to me on sev eral oc -
ca sions. I don’t know if it’s this an gel,
but I’m tell ing you there are an gels in 
Heaven that have feet that are like
pil lars of fire. This might not even be 
an angel; it might ac tu ally be Jesus −
the an gel of the Lord. So maybe it
was n’t an an gel that came to me;
maybe it was ac tu ally Je sus, but let
me tell you the ex pe ri ence.

This is in cred i ble. He did n’t know if it
was Je sus or some servant an gel? Where
do we find such uncertainty in Scrip ture?

What did this “an gel” tell him? He
does n’t say. Rather, as usual, he fo cuses
on one of his weird ex pe ri ences. There is
no real teach ing of Scrip ture. His messages
are vir tu ally all an ec dotal recountings of
his per sonal ex peri ences. And we are to
be lieve him be cause he tells us what he
says is true.

Accord ing to Bentley it is not the Holy
Spirit who ad min is ters the heal ings and
mir a cles; it is “an gels.” But Scrip ture tells 
us it is the Holy Spirit who works God’s
true mir a cles through those whom He
has gifted (1 Co rin thi ans 12). 

Be loved, do not be lieve ev ery spirit, 
but test the spir its whether they are
of God, be cause many false proph ets
have gone out into the world.

This is how you know  the Spirit of 
God: Ev ery spirit that con fesses that
Je sus Christ has come in the flesh is
of God, and ev ery spirit that does not 
con fess that Je sus Christ has come in 
the flesh is not of God. And this is
that spirit of anti-Christ, which you
have heard should come, and even now
is al ready in the world. (1 John 4:1). 

Let no man be guile you of your re -
ward through a vol un tary hu mil ity
and wor ship ping of an gels, in trud ing 
into those things which he has not
seen, vainly puffed up by his fleshly
mind, and not hold ing onto the Head
[Je sus Christ] (Colossians 2:18-19)

Some may say that these false proph ets
preach Je sus, so they are hold ing onto the 
Head. Or be cause they say that Je sus
Christ has come in the flesh they must be
of God. Not so. Those who teach and act
con trary to Scrip ture, or who in sist that
their ex tra- bib li cal ideas (new rev e la tions)
are of God, are not hold ing onto Christ.
And while it was true in an cient Is rael that 
only those who were of God would say
that Je sus Christ (the Mes siah) had come
in the flesh, to day any devil may make the
same proc la ma tion to lead peo ple astray.

If such fan tas tic claims as those found
in the “Lakeland Out pour ing” can not be
sup ported by Scrip ture then they must be 
dis counted. And if they are not of God
they must be the trick ery of man or man i -
fes ta tions by the devil him self.v
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