
Hip new    
‘Bi ble’ makes
the scene

King Sol o mon said that there is no
end to the writ ing of books (Eccle -
si as tes 12:12). To day there seems

to be no end to ver sions of the Bi ble,
most of which are trans lated from the un -
re li able Wescott-Hort com pi la tion of
Greek texts. Now co mes Bi ble Il lu mi nated: 
The Book, the brain child of Swed ish ad -
ver tis ing ex ec u tive Dag Söderberg.

Söderberg came to think that traditional
Bibles lack vi sual punch. So he set out to
pro duce his own ver sion of the New Tes -
ta ment in the style of mod ern fash ion
mag azines such as Vogue. Bi ble Il lu mi nated
is re plete with large, glossy pho tos, and
in cor po rates the text from the Amer i can
Bi ble As so ci a tion’s Good News Trans la tion.

Söderberg started dis tri bu tion of Bi ble
Il lu mi nated in Swe den where 30,000 cop -
ies have been sold. Swe den’s arch bishop,
An ders Harald Wejryd, has en dorsed it,
as have a num ber of other Chris tian dig -
ni tar ies.

Söderberg has stated that his goal is “to
make a ver sion of the Bi ble that peo ple

want to pick up in stead of hide away or
just place on a book shelf.”

“Most people have is sues with the Bi -
ble,” he says. “They have never got ten
into it. They don’t find it ac ces si ble. But
it’s our his tory, our her i tage. And for most
of us, we re late to it more than we think.
Re li gious or not, it shapes much of our
moral codes.”

Both the Old Tes ta ment and New Tes -
ta ment of Bi ble Il lu mi nated are avail able
separately in Swed ish. The Eng lish version 
is cur rently lim ited to the New Tes ta ment.

Bi ble Il lu mi nated high lights se lected pas -
sages from the Scrip tures ac com pa nied
by pho tos which Söderberg con sid ered
rel e vant to those pas sages. For ex am ple,
ac compa ny ing Mark 1:2 (“God says, ‘I
will send my mes sen ger ahead of you to
open the way’”) are pho tos of Mohandas
Gan dhi, Nel son Mandela, and actress
Angelina Jolie. (Söderberg’s rea son ing
for in clud ing Jolie is that she is a UN
Goodwill Am bassa dor and a noted hu -
man i tar ian who has do nated mil lions of
dol lars to the poor through the Jolie/Pitt
Foun da tion which she founded with
megastar boy friend Brad Pitt.)

Bi ble Il lu mi nated opens with an Andy
Warhol poster (“Re pent—and sin no
more!”).

Illu mi nated World, pub lisher of Bible
Il lu mi nated de scribes its mis sion:

Il lu mi nated World seeks to in tro -
duce to day’s au di ence to a rev o lu -
tion ary con tem po rary Bi ble, one that
encour ages di a logue and is cul tur ally 
rel e vant, readily ac ces si ble and eas ily
digest ible for any reader re gard less of 
reli gious, eco nomic, ra cial or so cial
background.

We have no re li gious agenda and
sup port no spe cific faith. Bi ble Il lu -
mi nated is in tended to be a unique
vehi cle for re ac quaint ing to day’s
reader with one of his tory’s most im -
por tant texts.

Söderberg plans to even tu ally pro duce
a sim i larly for mat ted Ko ran.

COMMENTARY
One must won der how any one can

read Scrip ture, let alone want to share it
with the world, and not per ceive the es -
sen tial truth that Je sus Christ is the only
Way to God. It’s as if God’s Word is
noth ing more to them than one among
many ex pos i tors of wis dom. To equate
Gan dhi with God’s mes sen ger is to say
that Hin du ism is God’s re li gion. But
man’s con cept of peace, which is as so ci -
ated with Gandhi’s non-violent so cial
pro tests, is not God’s concept of peace,
which is found only in one’s re la tionship
with Je sus Christ:

“Peace I leave with you, My peace I 
give to you—not as the world gives,
do I give to you.” (John 14:27)

That Söderberg plans to pro duce the
Ko ran in a sim i lar for mat re veals a woe ful 
ig no rance of salva tion found only in the
per son of God’s only-be got ten Son. But
then, why should we ex pect dif fer ent?

Amaz ingly, how ever, we do ex pect God 
to use even Bible Il lu mi nated to reach lost
souls. As con vo luted as the text of the
Good News Trans la tion may be, and as con -
fused as the graph ics ac com pa ny ing it
may be, the Holy Spirit of ten uses what -
ever small truth one may en coun ter in
such things to con vict the soul and to
start peo ple on the path to true faith in
Je sus Christ.

I per son ally know  peo ple whose faith
be gan as a small seed planted in churches
that are far askew—even at Rob ert
Schuller’s Crys tal Cathedral—but grew as
they con tin ued search ing for truth.

My own faith be gan in the Ro man
Cath olic Church as a foun da tion to be -
lieve that the Bi ble is the in spired Word
of God, even though Ca thol i cism gives
equal or more standing to its tra di tions
and magesterium. When I be gan to study
the Bible I un der stood that there is a
greater un der stand ing of God’s sal va tion
and sanc ti fi ca tion than was af forded to
me through all my years of Cath o lic ed u -
ca tion and ser vice.

None of this jus ti fies the er rors of false
re li gious sys tems or skewed texts of Scrip -
ture. It merely dem on strates the great ness
of God’s grace to reach through such er rors
to touch the hearts of those who truly
seek to know Him and the power of His
res ur rec tion.v
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Obama seeks 
ties to Syria

Two days af ter con fir ma tion of his
elec tion to the of fice of Pres i dent
of the United States, Barack Obama 

sent his se nior for eign-policy ad viser,
Rob ert Malley, to meet with Egyptian
pres i dent Hosni Mubarak and Syr ian
pres i dent Bashar al-Assad to dis cuss the
new ad min is tra tion’s Mideast pol icy. Ac -
cord ing to jour nal ist John Perazzo, writing 
for FrontPageMagazine.com, “An aide to
Malley re ports, ‘The tenor of the mes sages
was that the Obama ad min is tra tion would 
take into greater ac count Egyp tian and
Syrian in ter ests’ than has Pres i dent Bush.”

The Bush ad min is tra tion has rec og nized
Syria to be a chief sup porterof the al Qaeda 
in sur gency in Iraq, as well as the head -
quar ters of the ter ror ist or ga ni za tion, Pal -
es tin ian Is lamic Ji had. Syria is also a long-
time spon sor of Hamas whose stated goal
is the to tal an nihi la tion of Is rael.

An Obama aid has also re vealed that
the new pres i dent plans to make a ma jor
for eign pol icy speech at the cap i tal of an
Is lamic state within 100 days of his in au -
gu ra tion.

Pres i dent-elect Obama’s prom ise to en -
gage in ne go ti a tions with known ter ror ist-
sup port ing states and or gani za tions was
part of his cam paign plat form. But his se -
lec tion of Rob ert Malley to spear head his
first at tempts at pla cat ing Egypt and Syria 
has been met with grave con cern by those 
who know Malley’s back ground.

Malley was born in France. His fa ther,
Si mon Malley, was an im por tant fig ure in 
the Egyp tian Com mu nist Party and had a 
pro found ha tred of Is rael. The el der
Malley was a close per sonal friend of the
late PLO ter ror ist Yasser Arafat and a
strong critic of “West ern im pe ri al ism.”

That Rob ert Malley would be cho sen
to meet with al-Assad and Mubarak is dis- 
concerting con sid er ing Malley’s exposition
of Syria’s plans stated in his tes ti mony to
the Sen ate Com mit tee on Foreign
Relationson on No vem ber 8, 2007:

Many also dis miss the ar gu ment
that Syria would moder ate its pol i cies
if re turn of the Golan were on the ta -
ble. As U.S. of fi cials put it, Damas cus
may like to re cover the Golan, but its

core in ter ests lie else where: re sum ing
its he ge mony over Leb a non and scut -
tling the in ter na tional tri bu nal. Since
Wash ing ton is not pre pared to con -
cede on ei ther, there is lit tle to be
gained by dis cus sions. Some go fur -
ther and main tain that oc cu pa tion of
the Golan has be come the life line of a 
re gime that has lost legit i macy; the oc -
cupa tion pro vides jus ti fi ca tion for
maintain ing the state of emer gency,
post pon ing do mes tic re forms and
silenc ing op po si tion. The mere ini ti a -
tion of a high-level di a logue would
send a sig nal to wor ried U.S. al lies in
Leb a non (the March 14 forces) that a
deal was be ing cooked be hind their
backs. In like man ner, en gage ment
would threaten the un prec e dented
con sen sus that cur rently ex ists be -
tween the U.S., ma jor Eu ro pean and
Arab (Saudi Ara bia, Egypt, Jor dan)
coun tries on the is sue of Leb a non
and the tri bu nal.

Malley’s rev e la tion that Syria wishes to
re sume its he ge mony over Leb a non (which 
has the larg est per cent age [39%] of Chris -
tians among pre dom i nantly Mus lim na -
tions) dem on strates that its sup port for
Hezbollah con tin ues. Hezbollah con trols
a large por tion of south ern Leb a non from
where it launches at tacks against Is rael.

COMMENTARY

For the most part, be liev ers in Christ
sup port Is rael because of the Scrip tural
prophe cies that re late to the last days
when, as Je sus re turns for His peo ple, the
Jews will look on Him whom they pierced 
and they will mourn—not just be cause
they had re jected their Mes siah, but be -
cause of the ter rible trib u lation that will
be unleashed against them by the anti-
Christ forces of the world.

Cur rently Is rael is no god lier than any
other na tion. The Zi on ist po lit i cal ma -
chine that has built and main tained the
na tion is as anti-Christ as any tem poral
power on earth. But that does not mean
God has no purpose in using Zi on ism to
gather some of His peo ple from out of
the na tions as a pre lude to deal ing with
them dur ing the last half of Dan iel’s sev -
en ti eth “week.” 

Sev enty seven-year pe riods are de -
ter mined upon your peo ple and
upon your holy city, to fin ish the

trans gres sion, and to make an end of
sins, and to make rec on cil i a tion for
in iq uity, and to bring in ev er last ing
righ teous ness, and to seal up the vi -
sion and proph ecy, and to anoint the 
most Holy.

There fore, know and un der stand
that from the go ing forth of the com -
mand ment to restore and to build Je -
rusa lem un til the Mes siah the Prince
shall be seven sev ens, and sixty- two
sevens. The street and the wall shall be
built again, even in troublous times.

And af ter the sixty-two sev ens,
Mes siah shall be killed, but not for
Him self. And the peo ple of the
prince that shall come shall de stroy
the city and the sanc tu ary, and its
end shall be with a flood. And unto
the end of the war des o la tions are de -
ter mined.

And he shall con firm the Cov e -
nant with many for one seven. And
in the midst of the seven he shall
cause the sac ri fice and the ob lation
to cease, and be cause of the over-
spread ing of abom i na tions he shall
make it des o late, even un til the end, 
and that which is deter mined shall
be poured upon the des o late. (Dan
9:24-27)

Be cause an cient Is rael was the or a cle of 
God and we are grafted into the true faith 
of Abra ham, Isaac, and Ja cob, we under -
stand that God’s prom ise to the na tion
can not be voided. The true Is ra el ites in
the flesh who have faith in Je sus Christ
will in herit the Land dur ing the mil len nial 
reign of their Mes siah, Yeshua (Jesus).
The mod ern na tion of Is rael, though still
in spir i tual blindness for its an ces tors’ sin 
of re ject ing the Mes siah, is nev er the less
evi dence of God’s sov er eign will to one
day gather the peo ple in be lief from out
of all na tions.

The anti-Christ spirit hates Is rael and
wants to see the na tion de stroyed. For if
that can hap pen then God’s promises
will have failed, and Sa tan can rightfully
claim vic tory in his de sire to ex alt him self
above the stars of God (Isa iah 14:13).

It will do no good to pray for the peace
of Is rael in its pres ent state. There will be
no peace un til Is rael’s Prince of Peace re -
turns. So when Scrip ture says, “Pray for
the peace of Je ru sa lem” (Psalms 122:6), it
is say ing, “Pray for Mes siah’s com ing.”

MEDIA SPOTLIGHT • VOL. 21 - NO. 2 PAGE 1
MEDIA SPOTLIGHT • VOL. 31 - NO. 4 WINTER 2008 PAGE 5  



Just prior to this verse the psalm ist says,
“For set there are thrones of judg ment—
the thrones of the house of Da vid.”

When Je sus re turns He will sit on the
prin ci pal throne in Je ru sa lem to judge
the na tions. Those na tions that come
against Is rael are fighting God’s pur pose
in es tab lish ing the na tion, re gard less how
anti- Christ its found ers and even most of 
its cit i zens may be at pres ent.

Will the United States be a re cip i ent of
that judg ment?

Much may de pend on how fu ture ad -
min is tra tions act.v

Planned
health-worker 
rule at tacked

In the clos ing days of his ad min is tra -
tion Pres i dent George W. Bush has
pro posed new protections for health-

care pro vid ers who op pose abor tion and
other birth-related pro ce dures on re li -
gious or moral grounds. The pro posed
rule would pre vent health-care or gani za -
tions from dis crim i nat ing against em -
ploy ees who re fuse to per form abor tions
or ster il iza tions, or to ad min is ter birth-
con trol and other drugs con trary to their
con sciences. It would also pre vent health- 
care or ga ni za tions (hos pi tals, doc tors’ of -
fices, clin ics, drug stores) from re quir ing
em ploy ees with re li gious or moral ob jec -
tions to “as sist in the per for mance of any
part of a health ser vice pro gram or re -
search ac tiv ity” fi nanced by the De part -
ment of Health and Hu man Ser vices.

Pres i dent Bush’s pro posal has met with 
stren uous ob jec tions from op po nents in
Con gress, civil-rights or ga ni za tions, and
lead ers within the health-care in dus try.
Three of fi cials from the Equal Em ploy -
ment Op por tu nity Com mis sion (EEOC) 
said the pro posal would negate forty years 
of civil rights gains for women.

Reed Rus sell, Pres i dent Bush’s ap -
pointee to the po si tion of le gal coun sel
for the EEOC, claims that Ti tle VII of the 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 al ready prohib -
its employ ment dis crim i na tion based on
re li gion. He states that the courts have de -
fined “re li gion” to in clude “moral or eth i -

cal be liefs as to what is right and wrong,
which are sin cerely held with the strength 
of tra di tional re li gious views.”

Pres i dent-elect Barack Hussein Obama 
has also reg is tered ob jec tions to the pro -
posal, say ing that it would cre ate new ob -
sta cles for women seek ing re pro duc tive
health ser vices such as abor tion and some 
con tra cep tives.

COMMENTARY

It is true that Ti tle VII of the Civil
Rights Act of 1964 prohib its employ -
ment dis crim i na tion based on re li gion.
But the court has de fined “re li gion”
within the con fines of what it calls “tra di -
tional re li gious views.” Suppose some one 
has an ob jec tion to abor tion based on
non-traditional re li gious views. Many
breth ren in Christ who meet in homes
are not part of tra di tional re li gious in sti -
tu tions. Might they be de nied pro tec tion
un der Ti tle VII? And if not pro tected un -
der Ti tle VII, what other safe guards
against dis crim ina tion and even per secu -
tion might not ap ply to them?

The left ists have con sis tently raised the
ar gu ment, “What right do you have to
im pose your moral ity on us?” against any
and all at tempts to main tain civil law
based upon the bib li cal ethic which is the
foun da tion of this na tion’s laws. Yet they
have no qualms about im pos ing their
“mo rality” on the con sciences of the
many who op pose their un godly agenda
of in fan ti cide.

They know that any “rights” granted by 
gov ern ment are sub ject to in ter pre ta tion
by courts that may swing in any di rec tion. 
They also know that those “rights” can be 
re moved by gov ern ment. This is why they 
want the foun dational dec la ra tion that
all true rights are granted by the Cre ator
re placed with “civil rights” based on the
whims of man’s ca pri cious sense of
“right” and “wrong.”

There should be no need for Pres i dent
Bush’s pro posal to pro tect right-thinking
peo ple from be ing dis crimi nated against
for act ing on their con sciences. Civ i lized
peo ple, in spite of their sin na ture and
even their act ing con trary to their con -
sciences, rec og nize what is right and what 
is wrong ac cord ing to na ture. God’s
moral laws given to Is rael through Mo ses
af firmed what is nat u rally right and
wrong; He did not in vent the Law except

to im press upon Is rael the im por tance of
what He had al ready es tab lished in na -
ture. Even the un godly na tions knew
right and wrong, though they chose the
wrong and had to be de stroyed for it.

Peo ple who sup port abor tion know
they are act ing wrong; they just don’t care 
to have even nature tell them how to be -
have. This is why the left ist agenda in cor -
po rates so many un nat ural plat forms:
ho mosex u al ity; eu tha na sia; as sisted sui -
cide; im po si tion of its “mo ral ity” upon
the truly moral.

While left ists de cry ex e cu tion of the
most hei nous crim i nals, they work them -
selves into a frenzy to pro tect the “right”
of doc tors to kill ba bies both in side and
out side the womb.

They are headed to hell in a hand bas -
ket. Woe to those cling ing to their coat -
tails.v

Mam moths
could live
again with 
re con structed 
DNA?

Will Ju ras sic Park be come re al ity? If sci -
entists at Penn syl va nia State Uni ver sity
have their way they be lieve they can make 
it so. All it would take is about $10 mil -
lion to fund exper i ments to re cover the
DNA of a woolly mam moth and use it to
mod ify an el e phant’s egg so that its DNA
can be pro gres sively changed to re sem ble
the DNA in a mam moth egg. The fi nal-
stage egg would be im planted in a fe male
el e phant.

But it would not stop there. It is be ing
sug gested that the same tech nol ogy could 
be used to re ani mate any ex tinct spe cies
from which sci en tists can ex tract DNA as
long as that species went ex tinct within
the past 60,000 years. That is said to be
the effec tive limit for DNA sur vival

It is tech nically pos si ble that the same
method could be used to cre ate
Neanderthals. Sci en tists are work ing to
re cover that spe cies’ full ge nome soon.
The DNA of a Neanderthal could con -
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ceiv ably be used to mod ify hu man eggs in
stages un til it could be im planted into a
woman who could then give birth to a
Neanderthal baby.

COMMENTARY
Noth ing is sa cred to those who have re -

jected God and His Word. They have
been given over to a rep robate mind to
do those things that are not proper. Even
as there are dis cus sions within the sci en -
tific com mu nity whether or not such a
thing as res ur rect ing ex tinct spe cies—es -
pe cially Neanderthals—is eth i cal, there is
no rea son not to think that someone,
some where, will go be yond the bounds of 
eth ics. For that mat ter, eth ics is not even
the real is sue. Nor is mo ral ity. These vac -
il late ac cord ing to in di vid ual con sciences 
—even in di vid ual de sires. The real is sue is 
God’s Word.

There is a good rea son God for bade
the min gling of seeds from dif fer ent spe -
cies and even from dif fer ent types within
the same spe cies. What God has cre ated,
let not man tear apart.

Man has been tear ing apart God’s cre -
ation from the be gin ning. It is Sa tan’s de -
sire to con tam i nate and con fuse na ture
in order to de stroy God’s work. It all
points to God’s plan of re demp tion for
His cre ation. His en emy seems to think
that if he can con tam i nate na ture then
the cre ation can not be re deemed. But
this is why the en tire cos mos must be de -
stroyed by fer vent heat and rec re ated into 
the per fect uni verse it was be fore the fall
of Sa tan. Only fire can pu rify the im pure. 
Un less, of course, one is pu ri fied from
sin by the blood of Je sus Christ. 

For no man can lay any other
foun da tion than that which is laid,
which is Jesus Christ.

Now if any man builds upon this
foundation [Je sus Christ] gold, sil ver,
pre cious stones, wood, hay, stub ble,
every man’s work shall be re vealed,
for the day shall de clare it, be cause it
shall be re vealed by fire. And the fire
shall test ev ery man’s work of what
sort it is.

If any man’s work re mains which
he has built thereon [on Christ], he
shall re ceive a re ward. If any man’s
work is burned, he shall suf fer loss,
but he him self shall be saved, yet so
as by fire. (1 Co rin thi ans 3:11-15)

If this will be the end of the un righ -
teous works of the be liever, what will be -
come of the works of the lost? They will
per ish with their works in the fire.

Man’s sci ence is for the most part con -
trary to God. The more man in trudes
into the sa cred things of God’s cre ation
the more he begs God’s judg ment.

That men would even think of the pos -
si bil ity of rec re at ing Neanderthals should 
send shiv ers down the spine of any
right-thinking per son, even if that per son 
is far re moved from faith in Christ Je sus.

That Neanderthals ex isted cannot be
de nied. But what they were is sub ject to
much spec u la tion. Were they pro geni tors 
of mod ern man? Not if God’s Word is
true. God cre ated the first man Adam
from the dust of the earth, then breathed
into him the breath of lives. This is what
makes man dis tinct from all other an i -
mals. Dif fer ent an i mals have vary ing de -
grees of lim ited in tel li gence—even scant
pow ers to rea son. But only man is created 
in the im age of God.

Scrip ture tells us that God made man
in His own im age and like ness, then
breathed into him the breath of lives. All
our lives were in Adam. This is why we
are par tak ers of his sin na ture. All man -
kind, with out ex cep tion, is de scended
from Adam and there fore par takes of the
sin ful hu man nature. Only Je sus Christ
was con ceived with out sin by the power
of the Holy Spirit. His flesh was sub ject to 
death, but His spirit can not die. Those
who are born again by the Spirit of God
can still die in the flesh, but we can not
die in the spirit.

But what about these man-like crea -
tures called Neaderthals? Were they de -
scen dants of Adam? Ob vi ously not,
be cause their phys i cal char ac ter is tics,
though sim i lar, as are those of all pri -
mates, are not hu man. All ar che o log i cal
ev i dence from the time of man’s be gin -
ning some 6,000 years ago dem on strates
that man kind has not changed in ap pear -
ance. But there were with out doubt crea -
tures that re sem bled man and which
walked the earth at one time.

I will not ad dress what I think Neander-
thals were. My con cern is what they might
be if rec re ated en masse. Would such
crea tures have con sciences? Would they
even have a hu man soul—or any soul at
all? For what pur pose might they be used?

We know that sci ence, with fund ing
from gov ern ments, is em ploy ing eu genics 
to cre ate super sol diers—fight ing ma chines 
con trolled by instincts rather than con -
science. The super strength of Neander-
thals could fit their plans.

Too far fetched?
Con sider what man’s sci ence and tech -

nol ogy has ac com plished within only the
past 100 years. Man kind is about to set
foot on Mars if God al lows it. A few gen -
er a tions ago man kind was barely mov ing
about the earth. Jour neys across the North 
Amer i can con ti nent took months to
accomplish.

I would not be so fool ish as to put any -
thing past man’s abil i ties. God cer tainly
was n’t when He scat tered mankind
across the earth from the Tower of Ba bel: 

And YHWH said, “Look! The
peo ple are united and they all have
one lan guage, and they be gin to do
this. And now noth ing they have
imag ined to do will be kept from
them. Come, let Us go down, and
there con found their lan guage so
that they may not un der stand one
an other’s speech.” (Gen e sis 11:6-7)

God will not re strain man’s imag i na -
tion. And only His in ter ven tion can and
will pre vent man from ac com plish ing
what he imag ines to do.

All the more rea son to pray that the
Lord co mes quickly.v
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Any body who has been
se ri ously en gaged in

sci en tific work of any kind
re al izes that over the

en trance to the gates of the
tem ple of sci ence are   
writ ten the words:       

‘Ye must have faith.’     
It is a qual ity which the
sci en tist can not dis pense

with.
Max Planck

German Physicist [1858-1947]
(Nom i nal Chris tian)
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