
Thou sands of churches around the
world are in cor porat ing teach ings 
found in two best-selling books

and dis sem i nated through sem i nars.
Those two books, The Pur pose-Driven
Life and The Pur pose-Driven Church,
have taken the Chris tian com munity
by storm. This phe nom e non is the
prod uct of Rick War ren, pas tor of
Saddleback Val ley Commu nity Church
in Lake For est, California.

War ren’s first book, The Pur pose-
Driven Church: Growth With out Com -
promising Your Mes sage & Mis sion, has
been pop u lar with pas tors and other
church lead ers as a man ual on how to
help their churches grow. Since its
first print ing in 1995 it has sold over
one mil lion cop ies. It of fers to those
church lead ers War ren’s meth ods for
church growth which he has de vised
over more than two de cades as the
found ing pas tor of Saddle back Church.

His sec ond book, The Pur pose-
Driven Life: What On Earth Am I Here
For?, is used as a study guide in small-
group set tings un der the aus pices of
churches from vir tually ev ery de nom i -
na tion, in clud ing Ro man Catholic, as
well as many non-denominational
churches. It has sold 7 mil lion cop ies in 
12 lan guages since it was pub lished in
the fall of 2002. In it, War ren lays out a 
40-day spir i tual jour ney in which in di -
vid ual Chris tians are en cour aged to
ex am ine their lives and to take up the
chal lenge to be come more ma ture and
Christ-like. War ren’s mes sage is that
ev ery one has a pur pose in life; it is up

to each per son to find out that pur pose
and pur sue it with zeal.

Zeal per me ates War ren’s writ ing
and speak ing. There is no mis tak ing
his de ter mi na tion to accomplish that
to which he be lieves God has called
him. Be hind the self-deprecating man -
ner in which he ad dresses his dev o tees
lies a pow er house of pro duc tion. His
brand of min is try has been lik ened to a 
meld ing of cor po rate busi ness sense
with spir i tual fervor. He has even
trademarked the term “pur pose-
driven.”

With out a doubt, Rick War ren is
hav ing the great est im pact upon
churches of ev ery theo log i cal per sua -
sion since Prom ise Keepers first came
on the scene in 1991.

War ren’s mes sages on how to bring
ma tu rity to the Chris tian’s life and 
growth to the churches has been im ple -
mented by tens of thou sands of
churches world wide whose pas tors
have at tended War ren’s Pur pose-
Driven Church Sem i nar over the past
twenty years. Ad di tionally, church
lead ers from scores of coun tries and
some sixty de nom i na tions have or -
dered tapes of the sem i nar. All told,
over 250,000 min is ters world wide
have at tended War ren’s sem i nars. 

There is no ques tioning War ren’s
sin cer ity. Both those who agree and
disagree with him would prob a bly come 
to the con sen sus that Rick War ren truly
be lieves he is on a mis sion from God.

Easily, this is the most pro lific en -
ter prise for church growth that we

have seen. Some have even lik ened
this move ment to a new Ref or ma tion.
Kelly Wal ter, pas tor of Rock Brook
Church in Belton, Mo., says, “This is
like be ing alive in the day of Mar tin
Lu ther—and be ing able to meet him.”
Wal ter has made the trip to Saddle -
back ev ery year for the past de cade.1

War ren him self has said, “The first
Ref or mation clar i fied what the church
be lieves—our mes sage and doc trine.
The current Ref orma tion will clar ify
what the church does—our pur pose
and ac tiv i ties on earth.”2

In spite of the great suc cess of War -
ren’s ef forts to reach ev ery church with 
his mes sage, he has his de trac tors.

Den nis Costella, pas tor of Fun da -
men tal Bible Church in Los Osos, Ca -
lif., said many strug gling min is ters see 
the pur pose-driven strat egy as a life
preserver. “If more pas tors from small
churches would just be faith ful and
rely on God, he will bless that faith ful -
ness,” said Costella. “He’s not go ing to
say, ‘Let me see your stats sheet.’”3

War ren’s style is de scribed as “laid-
back,” and ca sual. His at tire even for
Sunday morning ser vices of ten con -
sists of khaki pants and Ha wai ian
shirts. It is this ca sual de meanor that
speaks to many who see him as just
one of the guys. If he can achieve so
much with his life, they rea son, so can
anyone.

In spite of the fact that he over sees a
17,000-member church with an an nual 
budget of $19 mil lion,4 Warren’s fo cus
is not on reach ing mil lions di rectly
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(such as tele van gel ists) as much as it is 
equip ping in di vid ual pas tors to reach
their own churches and com mu ni ties
with his pro gram for growth.

Much of what Warren says is pro -
foundly true. He has great in sights
into the prob lems that plague in di vid -
ual Chris tians as well as the churches
as a whole. He has done his home work, 
and it is ob vi ous that he has not spo -
ken lightly, but rather de ter mi nedly in 
of fer ing his so lu tions to those prob -
lems. He of ten of fers clever clichés to
make a point. One I re ally liked is “Hu -
mil ity is not think ing less of your self; it 
is think ing of your self less.”

In the pro cess of study ing War ren’s
books, how ever, I have found many is -
sues which must be ad dressed. If one is
go ing to place one self un der the teach ing 
of an other, one must rec og nize those
things that are not scrip tural in or der to
keep from be ing mis led. We will ad dress
these is sues by look ing at War ren’s two
best-sellers, The Pur pose- Driven Life,
and The Pur pose-Driven Church.

THE PURPOSE-DRIVEN LIFE
War ren directs his book pri mar ily

to ward Christians (al though he does
on oc ca sion of fer ad vice on sal va tion to
non-believers). Gen erally, he as sumes
that the reader is a novice to the faith
and must first take baby steps before
he can walk. Yet he in sists that ev ery
Chris tian should un der take the 40-day 
spir i tual jour ney. For ma ture be liev ers 
in Je sus it would be more of a re medial
course in the faith, much of it re ally
un nec es sary.

War ren of fers a lot for the money:

By the end of this jour ney you will
know God’s pur pose for your life and
will un der stand the big pic ture—
how all the pieces of your life fit to -
gether. Hav ing this per spec tive will
re duce your stress, sim plify your de -
ci sions, in crease your sat is fac tion,
and, most im por tant, prepare you
for eter nity.5

My first re sponse to this state ment
was that be liev ers al ready know these
things; they are al ready laid out in the
Bi ble. But there is a dif fer ence be -
tween know ing and act ing on the

knowl edge. The for mat of the 40-day
jour ney is to read one chap ter per day,
then fo cus on the ex er cises at the end
of each chap ter. Each ex er cise con sists
of 1) a Point to Pon der; 2) a Verse to
Re mem ber; 3) a Ques tion to Con sider.
Each el e ment re lates to the les son of
the par tic u lar chap ter.

Trans formed Lives

War ren claims that his book will
trans form the lives of those who read it 
and in ter act with it:

One rea son most books don’t
trans form us is that we are so ea ger
to read the next chapter, we don’t
pause and take the time to se riously
con sider what we have just read. We
rush to the next truth with out re -
flect ing on what we have learned.6

For this rea son the reader is en cour -
aged to not just read the book, but to
in ter act with it. In this way, we as -
sume, it will trans form our lives.

As far as rush ing “to the next truth,” 
truth is not al ways what we rush to in
men’s writ ings. And noth ing out side
of Scrip ture can trans form lives.
There are many ex cel lent books that
have been writ ten by solid be liev ers
through out the ages. Many have af -
forded great in sight into spir i tual
mat ters; many have en cour aged be -
liev ers to live for God; many have re -
sulted in some changes in peo ple’s
lives. But none of them can trans -
form any one’s life. Only God’s Word,
min is tered by the Holy Spirit, can
trans form lives. And then it must be
with the con sent of the life trans -
formed. Au thors of ten take more
credit than their due by mak ing such
claims about their writ ings. Yes, they
may give the glory to God and claim
that they are merely in stru ments
used by Him. But there is a prob lem
any time an au thor makes claims
about his work that are re served for
Scrip ture alone. No man’s work—re -
gard less of the good which re sults
from it—is  in dis pens able to God’s
eter nal pur poses. 

Con cluding his in tro duction, War ren 
asks the reader to sign a cov e nant with 

him to com mit the next 40 days to dis -
cover ing God’s pur pose for his life.

The Bi ble is clear that God con sid -
ers 40 days a spir i tu ally sig nif i cant
time pe riod. When ever God wanted
to pre pare some one for his pur poses, 
he took 40 days:

• Noah’s life was trans formed by 40 
days of rain.

• Moses was trans formed by 40
days on Mount Si nai.

• The spies were trans formed by 40 
days in the Promised Land.

• David was trans formed by Go li -
ath’s 40-day chal lenge.

• Eli jah was trans formed when
God gave him 40 days of strength
from a sin gle meal.

• The en tire city of Nineveh was
trans formed when God gave the
peo ple 40 days to change.

• Jesus was empowered by 40 days
in the wil der ness.

• The dis ci ples were trans formed
by 40 days with Je sus af ter his
res ur rec tion.
The next 40 days will trans form

your life.7

It is true that 40 days is a sig nif i cant
time pe riod in sev eral Scrip tures. But
God did not al ways use 40 days to
achieve His pur poses in some one. It is
presumptu ous to in sist that, be cause
these par tic u lar bib li cal events in cor -
po rated 40 days, read ing his book’s 40
chap ters one day at a time will trans -
form your life.

The ques tion co mes to mind: has ev -
eryone who has fol lowed the for mula
been trans formed? If they had been,
the mil lions who have read the book
would be mak ing news to day.

It would have been better had War -
ren said, “The next 40 days may be
used by God to trans form your life.”

And that is a pos si bil ity. Pro vided
the reader takes only the scrip tural
portions of the book to heart and ig -
nores the rest. Only God’s Word can
trans form one’s life. But ig nor ing the
un scrip tural as pects of War ren’s
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writings is dif fi cult when so much of
the book is based not on Scrip ture as
much as it is on hu man rea son ing and
mis ap plied or mis han dled Scrip ture.
Yet I would not say that God can not
use this book just as he has used many
im per fect of fer ings of men to achieve
his pur poses. However, that does not
ex cuse the men who misuse His Word;
it merely tes ti fies to God’s grace and
sover eign abil ity to turn even the most
gross evil into good for those who are
called ac cord ing to His pur poses
(Romans 8:28).

Taking The Oath
The reader is also en cour aged to

partner with someone else as well as
Rick War ren in or der to so lid ify in
their minds the impor tance of con tin u -
ing the 40-day journey.

What is it about re li gious men that
they want to bring peo ple into bond age 
to their pro grams? Scrip ture con tin u -
ally warns us not to take oaths, but re -
li gious men think their particu lar
oaths do not fall under Scrip ture’s pro -
hi bi tions. Just about ev ery re li gious
move ment that co mes along has some
cove nant or oath it encour ages (and
some times de mands) its fol low ers to
sign or ver bally agree to. Os ten si bly
these oaths are for the spir i tual ben e fit 
of the in di vid ual. But as soon as one is
en cour aged to act con trary to God’s
Word one has al ready taken a step
backward in his spir i tual growth.

True, we en ter into agreements all
the time (mort gages, mar riage, etc.),
but these are le git imate con tracts that
are up held by Scrip ture. Re li gious cov -
e nants be tween men, how ever, bring
souls into re li gious bond age.

Per haps we can chalk it up to ig no -
rance on Warren’s part. Or zeal with -
out knowl edge. Or a lapse in judg ment. 
In any case, it is a scary prop o si tion
that so many peo ple have placed their
spir i tual growth in the hands of one
who does not un der stand, or does not
take se ri ously, God’s Word on the mat -
ter of oaths.

Questionable Bi ble Ver sions
War ren in sists that one must read

from many transla tions and para -

phrases of Scrip ture in or der to truly
un der stand what God is say ing:

…I have in tentionally var ied the Bi -
ble transla tions used for two im por -
tant rea sons. First, no mat ter how
won der ful a trans la tion is, it has
limi ta tions. The Bi ble was orig i nally 
writ ten us ing 11,280 He brew, Ar a -
maic, and Greek words, but the typ i -
cal Eng lish trans la tion uses only
around 6,000 words. Ob vi ously, nu -
ances and shades of mean ing can be
missed, so it is al ways help ful to
compare trans la tions.

Second, and even more impor tant, 
is the fact that we of ten miss the full
impact of fa mil iar Bi ble verses, not
because of poor trans lat ing, but sim -
ply be cause they have be come so fa -
mil iar! We think we know what a
verse says be cause we have read it or 
heard it so many times. Then when
we find it quoted in a book, we skim
over it and miss the full mean ing.
There fore I have de lib er ately used
para phrases in or der to help you see
God’s truth in new, fresh ways.8
(Empha sis War ren’s)

There may be value in com par ing
Bi ble trans la tions, par tic u larly in con -
junc tion with He brew and Greek word
stud ies. But it does not fol low that just
any trans la tions—and par tic u larly
para phrased edi tions—of fer truth. In
many cases they cloud the truth. No
se ri ous les son can con vey God’s truth
by us ing para phrases as the pri mary
source. Yet War ren over whelm ingly
uses Bibles that are para phrases or
that in cor po rate a sys tem known as
“dynamic equiv a lency” or “thought-for-
thought” ren der ing rather than true
word-for- word trans la tion.

The Pur pose-Driven Life contains
over 760 quo ta tions from fif teen Bi ble
ver sions (not the “nearly a thou sand
quo ta tions” War ren claims). The vast
ma jor ity, some 570 quotes, are from
five ver sions: The New Liv ing Testa -
ment (NLT); The New In ter na tional
Ver sion (NIV); The Mes sage (Msg); To -
day’s Eng lish Ver sion (TEV, orig i nally
The Good News Bi ble); and The Living
Bi ble (LB).

The next three most quoted, a to tal
of 151, are The New Cen tury Ver sion
(NCV), The Contem po rary Eng lish

Version (CEV), and God’s Word Trans -
la tion (GWT). The bal ance consisted of
a smat ter ing of seven other ver sions:
The King James Ver sion (KJV); Philips 
(Ph); The New Amer i can Stan dard Bi -
ble (NASB); The New Re vised Stan -
dard Ver sion (NRSV); The Am plified
Bi ble (Amp); The Je ru sa lem Bible (JB); 
and The New Je ru sa lem Bi ble (NJB).
The last two are mod ern Ro man Cath -
o lic ver sions.

Many of the verses War ren uses from
the mod ern ver sions com pletely change 
the mean ing of the pas sage from that of
any re li able lit eral trans la tion. Yet
War ren be lieves that mod ern trans la -
tions and para phrases are pref er a ble to 
the King James Bi ble. So much so, that
he states flat out that preach ers should
not use the KJV at all:

Read Scrip ture from a newer
trans la tion. With all the won der ful
trans la tions and paraphrases avail -
able to day, there is no le git i mate rea -
son for com pli cat ing the Good News
with four-hundred-year-old Eng lish.
Using the King James Ver sion cre -
ates an un nec es sary cultural bar rier. 
Re mem ber, when King James au tho -
rized the new trans la tion it was be -
cause he wanted a con tem po rary
ver sion. I once saw an ad ver tise ment
that claimed if King James were
alive to day, he’d be read ing the New
Interna tional Ver sion! That’s prob a -
bly true. Clar ity is more im por tant
than poetry.9

The King James Bi ble has its prob -
lems, par tic u larly in the area where
the mean ings of words have changed.
But it is no more po etry than is this
writ ing. The world looks at the KJV as
po etry be cause it does n’t want to take
it se ri ously. Why does War ren adopt
the world’s under stand ing?

True, King James wanted the peo ple 
to have the Bible in their own lan -
guage; it was n’t the “King’s Eng lish.”
It was the lan guage spo ken by the com -
mon people. Part of his mo tive was to
un der gird the strength of the Church
of Eng land of which he was the head.
Even so, it was an hon est trans lation
that used the most re li able manu -
scripts ex tant at the time. Most mod -
ern ver sions use the Westcott and Hort 
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Greek text, which is not the origi nal
Greek, but a con sensus of only cer tain
Greek manu scripts. And even where
the Westcott and Hort texts are true to
the Greek, many modern ver sions
change the mean ing to make it fit the
theo log i cal per sua sion of the “trans la -
tors” or “paraphrasers.”

As we con tinue we will see sev eral
in stances where these mod ern ver -
sions ei ther con fuse the meaning of the 
text or change the mean ing entirely.
But it is not a mat ter of preferring clar -
ity over po etry; it is a mat ter of pre fer -
ring clar ity to the un var nished truth.
That unvar nished truth does not al -
ways fit the “seeker-friendly” model for 
church growth.

It All Starts with God

War ren be gins Chap ter One of The
Pur pose-Driven Life with what I con -
sider one of the most im por tant truths
rel a tive to our ex istence and pur pose
on earth: “It’s not about you.”10

The purpose of your life is far
greater than your own per sonal ful -
fill ment, your peace of mind, or even
your hap pi ness. It’s far greater than
your fam ily, your ca reer, or even
your wild est dreams and am bi tions.
If you want to know why you were
placed on this planet, you must be -
gin with God. You were born by his
pur pose and for his pur pose.11

War ren rightly states that fo cus ing
on our selves will never re al ize our
life’s pur pose; we cannot dis cover life’s
mean ing by look ing within our selves
or by seek ing self-actualization. He es -
chews the ef forts of New Age prac ti tio -
ners and pop psy chol ogy as found in
self-help books, even “Chris tian” ones,
to come to a knowl edge of the truth re -
gard ing one’s pur pose in life. He dif fer -
en ti ates be tween be ing suc cess ful and
ful fill ing one’s life’s purpose. Un for tu -
nately, the ad vice he of fers is often
coun ter to these claims. This is re al -
ized as he af firms his state ments with
quotes from un re liable Bi ble ver sions.
In this case, as in many oth ers, he cites 

one of the most unrealiable para-
phrases, The Mes sage:

Ob ses sion with self in these mat -
ters is a dead end; at ten tion to God
leads us out into the open, into a spa -
cious, free life. (Romans 8:6)12

Com pare this with the KJV: 
For to be car nally minded is

death; but to be spir i tu ally minded is 
life and peace.

The dif fer ence be tween the two ver -
sions is pain fully ob vi ous. The Mes sage
turns this warn ing against sin into
merely be ing con cerned with one’s
self-interest. It changes eter nal life
into a “spa cious, free life” here on
earth. It also changes spir i tual death
into a “dead end,” as if the worst that
could hap pen is that we would be un -
ful filled rather than be damned. By
quot ing The Mes sage rather than a re -
li able lit eral trans la tion, War ren bol -
sters the very self-interest he claims to
be against.

The other quote in this pas sage is
from Mat thew 16:25 in The Mes sage:

Self-help is no help at all.
Self-sacrifice is the way, my way, to
find ing your self, your true self.13

Com pare this with the KJV:
For who so ever will save his life

shall lose it: and who so ever will lose
his life for my sake shall find it.

Per verted Versions
Again we find a per verted ver sion of

Scrip ture. Je sus spoke of find ing eter -
nal life in Him, not find ing our true self. 
He was not speak ing about “self-help”;
He was speak ing about self ish ness.
Self-help has to do with find ing the so -
lu tions to prob lems in one’s life,
whereas self ish ness has to do with
choos ing one’s own path in life. Ad di -
tionally, to “find one self” is a psy cho log -
i cal term which means to achieve
self-actualization. Just the thing War -
ren claims to be against.

War ren states there are only two op -
tions to dis cover one’s pur pose in life:
spec u la tion or rev e la tion. Spec u la tion,
he says, is the world’s wis dom—“the

best guess I can come up with.”
Rev e la tion is found in God’s Word.14

No ar gu ment there.
Un for tu nately, he clouds God’s Word 

with quotes from trans la tions and para-
phrases that do not con vey the true
mean ing that an ac cu rate trans lation
would. Thus, in the long run, much of
what he of fers is the world’s wis dom
mas quer ad ing as God’s rev e la tion.

Warn ing against “pop psy chol ogy,
success-motivation, or in spi ra tional
sto ries,” War ren con tin ues to lead the
reader in just that di rec tion by again
quot ing from The Mes sage:

It’s in Christ that we find out who
we are and what we are liv ing for:
Long be fore we first heard of Christ
and got our hopes up, he had his eye
on us, had de signs on us for glori ous
liv ing, part of the overall pur pose he
is work ing out in ev ery thing and ev -
ery one.15 (Ephe sians 1:11)

A proper un der stand ing of this verse 
correctly trans lated in cludes the en -
tire pas sage from Ephe sians 1:10-12: 

That in the dis pen sa tion of the
fulness of times he might gather to -
gether in one all things in Christ,
both which are in heaven, and which 
are on earth; even in him:

In whom also we have ob -
tained an in her i tance, be ing
pre des ti nated accord ing to the
pur pose of him who worketh all
things af ter the coun sel of his
own will:

That we should be to the praise of
his glory, who first trusted in Christ.

Noth ing in God’s Word sug gests we
can “find out who we are.” That’s a pop
psychol ogy term—again, the very thing 
War ren warns against. Paul was
speak ing about ourbe ing pre des ti nated 
to an inher i tance of eter nal re wards,
not about finding out who we are.

In spite of War ren’s ex cel lent choices 
of words in turn ing the reader from
self to God, his pur pose is defeated by
wrongly han dling the Word of God.
One can not con vey truth by in clud ing
false rep re sen ta tions of God’s Word.
And con trary to the “dy namic equiv a -
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lency” (thought-for-thought) method of 
“trans lat ing” Scrip ture, there can be
no ac curate un der stand ing of God’s
Word if the best at tempt at word-for-
word transla tion is ig nored. All that is
left are the fal li ble thoughts of the
“trans lators.” It ren ders useless any -
thing the au thor has to say if he points
his read ers in the di rec tion of tainted
hu man rea son ing pass ing it self off as a 
Bi ble “trans lation” or “para phrase.”
You Are Not an Acci dent

In Chap ter Two Warren ex plains to
us as if we were chil dren that we were
created by God for His purpose; we
were not an ac ci dent. This is more
suited for non-believers than it is for
even new be liev ers. It is so el e mentary
as to be with out pur pose oth er wise.
Yet he speaks as if to be liev ers and
cites Scrip tures that per tain only to
Israel, such as Isaiah 46:3-4 as found
in The New Cen tury Ver sion:

I have car ried you since you were
born; I have taken care of you from
your birth. Even when you are old, I
will be the same. Even when your
hair has turned gray, I will take care 
of you. I made you and will take care
of you.16

Be sides the fact that these verses
per tain not to any in di vid ual, but to
the houses of Is rael and Judah, they
were words of chas ten ing, not en cour -
agement. The full con text re veals that
God was tell ing Judah and a rem nant
of Is rael that, in spite of their sins for
which they went into cap tiv ity, He will
again estab lish them in the land from
which they had been exiled. While in -
di vid ual be liev ers may trust that God
will con tinue to carry them through
ad ver sity, these verses ap ply to the Is -
ra el ite nations, many peo ple of which
died in their sins. God does not make
such prom ises to non-believers—to
whom this chap ter and much of the
book seems more suited. For just af ter
this, War ren says,

But there is a God who made you
for a rea son, and your life has pro -
found mean ing! We dis cover that
mean ing and pur pose only when we

make God the ref er ence point of our
lives.17

True, but be liev ers in Christ already
know this. There fore we must as sume
he is speak ing to non-be liev ers in the
churches. No doubt there are many,
but vir tually all in the churches at
least be lieve God ex ists in some form
or an other. Yet it is n’t until sev eral
chap ters later that War ren sug gests if
any one is not a be liever in Je sus he
should say the “sin ner’s prayer.”

Fol low ing this state ment, and to
prove his point, he quotes The Mes sage
para phrase of Romans 12:3:

The only ac cu rate way to under -
stand our selves is by what God is
and by what he does for us.18

This is not even close to what the
real Scrip tures say:

For I say, through the grace given
unto me, to every man that is among
you, not to think of him self more
highly than he ought to think; but to
think so berly, ac cording as God hath 
dealt to ev ery man the mea sure of
faith.

Re member the open ing line in Chap -
ter 1: “It’s not about you.” Yet by quot -
ing The Mes sage rather than an
ac cu rate trans la tion of Romans 12:3,
War ren makes it more about us (“what
he does for us”) than about God Him -
self. The real Bi ble warns us not to
think of our selves too highly. The “bi -
bles” War ren uses con sis tently place
man at the cen ter. I found this to be a
prob lem through out the book.
What Drives Your Life?

War ren ex am ines var i ous forces that
drive peo ple’s ac tions in life: guilt; re -
sent ment and an ger; ma te ri al ism; the
need for ap proval. He con trasts these
with the ben e fits of pur pose-driven liv -
ing. In the pro cess, how ever, he makes
some out land ish state ments. One sub -
sti tutes the word “guilt” for “sin” re -
gard ing Cain’s slay ing of Abel:

…Guilt-driven peo ple are ma nip u -
lated by memo ries. They al low their
past to con trol their future. They of -
ten un con sciously pun ish them -
selves by sab o tag ing their own

suc cess. When Cain sinned, his guilt
dis con nected him from God’s pres -
ence, and God said, “You will be a
rest less wanderer on the earth.”
That describes most peo ple to -
day—wan der ing through life with -
out a pur pose.19

No tice the pop-psychology ap plied
here. Rather than im plore the reader
who may be suf fer ing from guilt to con -
fess his sins, the idea is com pletely ig -
nored. In stead, the reader is told that
by hold ing onto guilt he sab otages his
own suc cess.

In the first place, peo ple need to feel
guilty un til they con fess their sins to
God. Guilt plays an im por tant part in
bring ing us to re pen tance, and ask ing
for our Fa ther’s for give ness as well as
for give ness from those we have sinned
against. Why is this im portant el e -
ment in deal ing with guilt not ad -
dressed?

In the sec ond place, it was not Cain’s
guilt that dis con nected him from God’s
pres ence; it was his sin. To sub sti tute
the word guilt for the proper word sin
gives a false sense of se curity in re main -
ing in sin. This er ror is fur ther ex ac er -
bated by War ren’s quot ing of Psalm 32:1 
from The Liv ing Bi ble rather than from
an ac cu rate trans lation:

What hap pi ness for those whose
guilt has been for given!…What re -
lief for those who have con fessed
their sins and God has cleared their
record.20

The word that The Liv ing Bi ble trans -
lates “guilt” is the He brew pesha, which
means re bel lion, sin, trans gres sion,
tres pass. An ac cu rate trans la tion would
be “Blessed is he whose trans gres sion is
for given, whose sin is cov ered.”

Sub sti tuting the word “guilt” for
“sin” leaves the un sus pect ing reader of 
such para phrased ver sions think ing
that feel ing guilt is a sin in it self. Well,
I sup pose it is a “sin” to mod ern day
purvey ors of pop psy chol ogy in the
churches.

Just as we find that it re ally is about
you in vir tu ally every as pect of War -
ren’s writ ing, we find it in his dis ser ta -
tion on peo ple be ing driven by fear:
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Many peo ple are driven by fear.
Their fears may be a re sult of a trau -
matic expe ri ence, un re al is tic ex pec -
ta tions, grow ing up in a high-control 
home, or even ge netic pre dis po si -
tion. Re gard less of the cause,
fear-driven peo ple of ten miss great
oppor tu ni ties be cause they’re afraid
to ven ture out. In stead they play it
safe, avoid ing risks and try ing to
main tain the sta tus quo.

Fear is a self-imposed prison that
will keep you from be com ing what
God in tends for you to be.21

Ge netic predis po si tion? Where is
this found in Scrip ture? It may be a
psy cho log i cal the ory, un proven at
that, but it does not merit men tion in a
book that al ludes to be ing God-inspired 
(it will “trans form your life”).

All such the o ries pan der to the
self-centered per son who is look ing for
ex cuses out side him self for his sins
and fail ures in spir i tual mat ters. And
the pur pose for over com ing fear is so
that they may be come all that God in -
tended for them to be. So, again, it is
about you.

Else why would War ren quote 1 John
4:18 from The Mes sage to prove his
point?

Well-formed love ban ishes fear.
Since fear is crip pling, a fear ful
life—fear of death, fear of judg ment
—is one not yet fully formed in
love.22

What does an ac cu rate trans lation
say?

There is no fear in love; but per -
fect love casteth out fear: be cause
fear hath tor ment. He that feareth is 
not made per fect in love.

The Mes sage goes be yond what God
said. In do ing so it changes the per son
who is not made per fect in love, to a
fear ful life that is not fully formed in
love. The onus is taken off the in di vid -
ual and placed upon his im per fect life.

War ren does well in ad dress ing
those who are driven by ma te ri al ism
and by the need for ap proval. And his
turn ing the issue to ward liv ing for God 
is well stated:

With out God, life has no pur pose,
and with out pur pose, life has no

meaning. With out mean ing, life has
no sig nif i cance or hope.23

But then he quotes from in ac cu rate
para phrased Bibles to sup port his po -
si tion. Also, he mis ap plies Scrip ture
once again by as sign ing Jer e miah
29:11 to the in di vid ual when, in truth,
it is ad dressed to Is rael re gard ing its
re turn from the Bab y lo nian cap tiv ity:

“I know what I am planning for
you.… ‘I have good plans for you, not
plans to hurt you. I will give you
hope and a good fu ture.’”24

The KJV offers a better trans lation,
one which is better kept in con text for
Is rael than eas ily mis ap plied to in di -
vid u als: 

For I know the thoughts that I
think to ward you, saith the LORD,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to
give you an ex pected end.

This en cour age ment to the na tion
was stated in the con text of com mand -
ing them to build houses and plan to
stay in Bab y lon for the long term. It
has noth ing to do with prom is ing a
better fu ture for any in di vid ual.
Made to Last For ever

War ren ad dresses eter nal re wards
for those who are faith ful, which is im -
por tant. Un for tu nately, he gives the
im pres sion that eter nity will be spent
in heaven rather than on the new
earth as Scrip ture states. This is found 
in his us ing The Liv ing Bi ble version of 
He brews 13:14:

“This world is not our home; we
are look ing for ward to our ev er last -
ing home in heaven.”

An accu rate trans la tion of He brews
13:14 is found in the KJV (and other
ver sions):

For here have we no con tinu ing
city, but we seek one to come.

The idea that be lievers will spend
eter nity in heaven may seem a mi nor
is sue to some. That’s be cause most
Chris tians be lieve this due to faulty
teach ing by their pas tors. But un less
we prop erly un der stand the bib li cal
view of eter nity we may find our selves
mis led on other is sues. We will not be
able to con vey to oth ers the re al ity of

what God truly has in store for us. One
of the rea sons people are ret i cent to
turn their lives over to Christ and to
live for Him on this earth is be cause
they do not like the idea of “pie in the
sky, by-and-by.” Were they told the
truth, they would at least know that
that idea is false. They would know
that a new earth will stand for eter -
nity, and that man was made to dwell
upon the earth, not in heaven (Reve la -
tion 21).

Not with stand ing this er ror, the chap -
ter (four) in which it is found is one of
the better chap ters in this book. At the
risk of ap pearing heavy handed in ad -
dress ing the prob lems with War ren’s
philos o phy, in the in ter est of space it is
not pos si ble to dwell on the good parts.
Suf fice it to say that it is more im por -
tant to ad dress the errors than the
truths he pres ents sim ply be cause
truth may be found in God’s Word (and
some in spi ra tional books better than
War ren’s) with out hav ing to en dure all
the er rors.

Also, the pur pose of this writ ing is to
help be liev ers sharpen their dis cern -
ment so that they will not be so eas ily
led into sub tle de cep tions.
Ro man Catho lic Mys ti cism

One of the prob lems I find in many
mod ern teachers’ writ ings is their giv -
ing of cred i bil ity to those who are in se -
ri ous error. War ren en courages his
read ers to prac tice med ita tion and con -
templa tion a la Ro man Cath o lic mys ti -
cism:

The clas sic book on learn ing how
to develop a con stant conver sa tion
with God is Practicing the Pres ence
of God. It was writ ten in the sev en -
teenth cen tury by Brother Law -
rence, a humble cook in a French
mon astery. Brother Law rence was
able to turn even the most com mon -
place and me nial tasks, like pre par -
ing meals and wash ing dishes, into
acts of praise and com munion with
God. The key to friend ship with God, 
he said, is not chang ing what you do, 
but chang ing your at ti tude to ward
what you do. What you nor mally do
for your self you be gin do ing for God,
whether it is eat ing, bath ing, work -
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ing, re lax ing, or tak ing out the
trash.25 (Empha sis War ren’s)

This is in the con text of “Be coming a
Best Friend of God.”

Does God have “best friends”? If so, it 
is n’t by prac tic ing His pres ence (which
is not pos si ble) that one may be come
His “best friend.” The eso teric con tem -
plative life style of Roman Cath o lic
monks is not where truth is found. It is
a decep tion that results in out ward pi -
ety and in ward feel ings of spir i tu al ity.
But it has no place in the life of a true
be liever in Jesus.

The Holy Spirit lives within the be -
liever to guide him into truth (if the be -
liever will but trust God’s Word and
not look to men for an swers to their
prob lems and sins in life). Yet we can
no more “prac tice” God’s pres ence than 
we can call Him down from His throne
in Heaven. It is pre sump tion to think
that by prac tic ing cer tain ex er cises
with all good in ten tions we can call
Him into our pres ence. And that is
what “prac ticing the pres ence of God”
is all about. This the ory has worked its
way into New Age Christian ity (which
War ren right fully speaks against else -
where). Un for tu nately War ren’s in fec -
tion by Ro man Cath o lic mys ti cism has
clouded his un der stand ing. Now he
passes that clouded un der stand ing on
to the gull ible and un in formed Chris -
tians who trust him.

Brother Law rence is not the only Ro -
man Cath o lic mys tic cited by War ren:

Prac ticing the pres ence of God is a 
skill, a habit you can de velop. Just
as mu si cians prac tice scales ev ery
day in or der to play beau ti ful mu sic
with ease, you must force your self to
think about God at dif fer ent times in 
your day. You must train your mind
to re mem ber God.

At first you will need to cre ate re -
mind ers to reg u larly bring your
thoughts back to the aware ness that
God is with you in that mo ment. Be -
gin by plac ing vi sual re mind ers
around you. You might post lit tle
notes that say, “God is with me and
for me right now!” Ben edic tine
monks use the hourly chimes of a

clock to re mind them to pause and
pray “the hour prayer.”26

Such state ments give cred i bil ity to
Ro man Ca thol i cism. This is not to den -
i grate the in ten tion of monks and
other Cath o lic mys tics. But their prac -
tices are not scrip tural. To point to
them as ex am ples re moves the bar ri -
ers in some be liev ers’ minds to ward
sepa ra tion from un godly spir i tu al ity.
War ren fur ther en dorses Ro man Cath -
o lic mys tics such as St. John of the
Cross and Henri Nouwen,27 the latter
be ing a Cath o lic priest who blended
psy chol ogy with Ro man Cath o lic mys -
ti cism. Such mys ti cism fits well with
New Age Chris tian ity which sees any
spir i tual path as valid as long as it
seems to re sult in some form of “spir i -
tual growth.”.

True be liev ers do not need to con -
sciously try to think of God through out
the day. It is some thing that co mes as
nat u rally as breath ing. That’s not to
say that He is con stantly in our con -
scious thoughts, but we find His pres -
ence al most pal pa ble as we con sider the 
things we think, do and say. The Holy
Spirit brings to mind the things He
would have us know. Those who think
they must pur posely fo cus on God and
prac tice ex er cises to ac com plish it are,
at best, very im ma ture, and at worst
not true be liev ers. They are re li gious
peo ple seek ing eu phoric ex pe ri ences to
val i date their pi ety.

Many of those who tout the Ro man
Cath o lic mys tics, whether they are
aware of it or not, have one foot in the
New Age Move ment, which also touts
those same mys tics. Rich ard Fos ter’s
Renovaré is one such or ga ni za tion.
(See Me dia Spot light’s spe cial re port,
Renovaré: Taking Leave of One’s
Senses.)
Shades Of Pan the ism

One dis turb ing el e ment in Warren’s
writ ing is his quote of Ephe sians 4:6(b) 
from The New Cen tury Ver sion:

He rules ev ery thing and is every -
where and is in every thing.28

This is a flat out lie from Sa tan. God
is not in ev ery thing. That is pan the -

ism. One would think that someone
with War ren’s in tel li gence and
education would know this, par tic u -
larly when he de cries pan theism else -
where in his book. Why in the world
would he choose to use this ver sion for
such an im por tant mes sage?

Here is what it really says:

One God and Fa ther of all, who is
above all, and through all, and in
you all.

Yes, God in the per son of the Holy
Spirit dwells within the body of the
true be liever in Je sus (1 Corin thi ans
6:19). But He does not live within ev -
ery as pect of His cre ation (“in ev ery -
thing”).

This er ror alone is enough to dis miss 
this book and to warn peo ple to stay
away from War ren’s teach ings. If he
cannot be trusted with such an el e -
men tary truth, how can he be trusted
with so much more that he wishes to
place upon the Body of Christ?

The Good Nul lified By The Bad

At the be gin ning of this writ ing I
said that War ren of fers some pro found
in sights into God’s Word. Un for tu -
nately he also of fers some pro foundly
poor surmis ing. In the fol low ing case it 
has to do with “friend ship with God”:

Friends share se crets, and God
will share his se crets with you if you
de velop the habit of think ing about
his Word through out the day. God
told Abraham his se crets, and he did
the same with Dan iel, Paul, the dis -
ciples, and other friends.

When you read your Bi ble or hear
a ser mon or lis ten to a tape, don’t
just for get it and walk away. De -
velop the prac tice of re viewing the
truth in your mind, think ing about it 
over and over. The more time you
spend re view ing what God has said,
the more you will un der stand the
“se crets” of this life that most peo ple
miss. The Bi ble says, “Friend ship
with God is re served for those who
rev er ence him. With them alone he
shares the se crets of his promises.”29
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This verse is taken from Psalm 25:14 
in The Liv ing Bible. An accu rate trans -
la tion says some thing dif fer ent: 

The se cret of the LORD is with
them that fear him; and he will shew 
them his cov e nant.

The Liv ing Bi ble changes fear of God
to rev er ence and friend ship with God.
Nowhere does the “pos itive” ap proach
to God’s Word sug gest that we should
fear God. Al though the word is most of -
ten used for fear in the sense of ter ror,
even its most be nign mean ing—that of
“reverential awe”—would be “negative” 
and may repulse some seek ers. Better
to think of God as a friend (which He is, 
and more—a Fa ther), than to think He
should be feared (as a Fa ther).

What se crets does God have that He
has not re vealed in His Word? It’s true
that He does re veal certain things to
certain peo ple at cer tain times (proph -
ecy), but there are no guar antees that
the more one med i tates upon God’s
Word, let alone ser mons and tapes, one
will be privy to “se crets” out side of what 
He clearly states in His Word. War ren’s 
state ment as sumes that ser mons and
tapes carry the same spir i tual anoint -
ing as Scrip ture. He at least gives that
im pres sion. New be liev ers might come
to ex pect that ev ery thing they hear in a
sermon or on a tape is the truth. Some
things I’ve heard in ser mons and on
tape are better left for got ten. Some
things I’ve writ ten and said are better
left for got ten. 
All For the Church

It is to be ex pected that War ren, a
pas tor of a megachurch, would see
things through the eyes of es tab lish -
ment re li gion—the clergy-laity model.
He urges his read ers to be sup port ive
of their church and pas tors, and to
avoid what he calls “crit i cism.” He
leaves no room for the re al ity, or even
suggests, that be liev ers of ten have le -
git i mate con cerns about teach ings and
prac tices in their churches. Rather
than encour ag ing us to ver ify from
Scrip ture the truth or fal sity of what
tran spires, he en cour ages us to “Fo cus
on what we have in com mon, not our
dif fer ences.”30

The con text is to work to gether re -
gard less of per son al ity dif fer ences,
back grounds, races and pref er ences,
and we must agree. How ever, no where
does he en cour age his read ers to “test
the spir its,” to be as the no ble Bereans
who con sulted God’s Word to see if
what they were told is true. For a book
that pur ports to lead be liev ers into
spir i tual ma tu rity, this would seem to
be an es sen tial el e ment to the equa -
tion. It is never men tioned. Rather, the 
idea is given that unity is of par a -
mount im por tance within the
churches. Yet what can we ex pect from 
one whose ec u men i cal bent is so ob vi -
ous in his glow ing en dorse ments of Ro -
man Cath o lic mys tics?

So much does War ren wish for unity
that it is man da tory for all mem bers of
Saddle back Church to sign a cov e nant
that in cludes a prom ise to pro tect the
unity of the fel low ship.31 This is a pow -
er ful anti dote against scru tiny. It
places unity above doc trine and for bids 
any one from openly chal leng ing what
the pas tors say. They may be able to
speak pri vately to the pas tors, but they 
would be break ing their cov e nant
(oath) by tak ing any se ri ous er rors be -
fore the con gre ga tion. Se ri ous er ror
tends to di vide, not unify. Our unity
must be based upon sound doc trine as
well as love for one an other:

Now I be seech you, brethren,
mark them which cause di vi sions
and of fences con trary to the doc trine 
which ye have learned; and avoid
them.

For they that are such serve not
our Lord Je sus Christ, but their own
belly; and by good words and fair
speeches de ceive the hearts of the
sim ple. (Romans 16:17-18)

To over look sound doc trine is not
love; it is cow ard ice. But be care ful! We 
are warned by War ren that dis sent
may well be mo ti vated by pride:

Anytime you feel you are not
learning any thing from a ser mon or
a Bi ble teacher, you should check
your at titude, es pe cially for pride,
because God can speak through even 
the most bor ing teacher when you
are hum ble and re cep tive.32

True. But where is the flip side?
Could it be that many believ ers are not 
learn ing any thing from ser mons and
some Bi ble teachers be cause they
aren’t be ing taught any thing of sub -
stance?

In to day’s pul pits, how much time is
given to jokes, an ec dotes, per sonal
opin ion and other non-essentials in re -
la tion to solid teach ing on God’s Word
from a re li able trans la tion? I sug gest
be liev ers take a stop watch and note
the per cent ages. They may be shocked
to find that the time spent in the pew is 
largely wasted.

In Chap ter 26, “Growing Through
Temp ta tion,” War ren of fers much good 
ad vice on deal ing with temp tation.
How ever, he makes a se rious er ror
with this state ment:

Step three is de cep tion. Sa tan is
inca pa ble of tell ing the truth and is
called “the Fa ther of lies.” Any thing
he tells you will be untrue or just
half-true. Sa tan offers his lie to re -
place what God has al ready said in
his Word.33 (Em pha sis War ren’s)

Sa tan is quite ca pa ble of tell ing the
truth, at least for the short term, even
with the ex clusion of lies or half-truths
at tached. Many peo ple have been
sucked into de cep tions by hear ing
truths that can stand alone, yet at a
later time are sub or di nated to decep -
tive teachings.

Sa tan can be very “or tho dox” in de -
ceiv ing peo ple into ac cept ing re li gious
in sti tu tions as God-ordained. The
great est de cep tions con tain the great -
est amount of truth. To say that Satan
is in ca pa ble of tell ing the truth is a
poor ap proach at best. It would have
been better had War ren said that Sa -
tan is very ad ept at tell ing the truth in
or der to lead into de cep tion.

To be fair, it’s possible that is what
War ren would say were he pressed on
the is sue. But re gard less of intent, the
fact re mains that Warren’s books are
hav ing a tre men dous impact on mil -
lions of lives. I point these things out
only so those who trust War ren’s
messages may have a better un der -
stand ing and be able to avoid the er -
rors they contain.
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Psy cho log i cal over tones
War ren re lies heavily on psy cho log i -

cal integrationism in his job. His
church in cor po rates multi-step pro -
grams based on the Al co holics Anon y -
mous model to deal with var i ous sins
which are treated as ad dic tions rather
than sin. The pro gram they de vel oped
is called Cel e brate Re cov ery and has
been chan neled out to many churches
world wide.

The psy cho log i cal model is ev i dent
in sev eral ar eas in his books. His call ing
Samson “codependent”30 overreaches
the truth of Samson’s prob lems, as
does his say ing that Gid eon had “low
self-esteem and deep in se cu ri ties.”31

War ren also touts the four-tem per a -
ments myth:

The Bi ble gives us plenty of proof
that God uses all types of per son al i -
ties. Pe ter was a san guine. Paul was
a choleric. Jer e miah was a mel an -
choly. When you look at the dif fer ent 
per son al ity dif fer ences in the twelve
dis ci ples, it’s easy to see why they
some times had in ter per sonal con -
flict.32 (Em pha sis War ren’s)

The four tempera ments the ory orig i -
nated in an cient myths and oc cult
prac tices based on the zo diac. The En -
cy clo pe dia of Psy chol ogy says:

Though the shift ing patterns in
the sky were first stud ied for the
sake of find ing por tents of events
that would af fect the life of the
group, a ra tio nale for the re lation -
ship be tween per sonal traits and
time of birth be gan to evolve well be -
fore the be gin ning of the Chris tian
era. Cen tral to as tro log i cal views of
per son al ity is the sys tem of 12 pat -
terns or types that cor re spond to the
12 signs of the zo diac. The 12 types
may be viewed as in clud ing three
modes of ex pres sion of each of the
four el e ments noted by Empedocles,
as there are said to be three air
signs, three earth signs, three fire
signs, and three wa ter signs. This

typology has en joyed some popu lar -
ity for over 2000 years.33

(For more in for ma tion, see Me dia
Spot light’s Four Tem per aments: As -
trol ogy & Per son al ity Testing, and Psy -
chol ogy: Sci ence or Re li gion)

War ren’s psy cho log i cal bent is sprin -
kled through out his book. These are
just a few ex am ples.

He is also care ful to place the fem i -
nine ap pel la tions in sev eral sit u a tions
where gen der neu tral ity is ev i dent.
This pan ders to the fem i nist agenda to
strip the male of pre em i nence, con trary 
to the Scrip tural model. Per haps this is
why War ren uses sev eral “gen der- neu -
tral” ver sions of the Bi ble to such great
ex tent. Re placing “him” “he” or “his”
with “per son” or other neu tral terms is
the mod ern way of den i grat ing the
male who was cre ated in the im age of
God, and out of whom the woman was
taken. It’s a shame War ren has to ac -
qui esce to this fool ish ness.

Sadly, Warren’s de gree of def erence
to ward women is lack ing to ward God
and Je sus in his use of the lower case
for the pro nouns “he,” “him,” and “his”
which coun ters cen tu ries of Chris tian
tra di tion. But this is in keep ing with
most of the mod ern Bi ble ver sions he
quotes.34

In gen eral, I found that War ren is
inconsistent. On the one hand he says
that ev ery thing is about God, not
about us. On the other hand, many of
the  po sitions he takes are pos i tive af -
fir ma tions of what he be lieves is man’s
in trin sic worth. In other words, God
does ev ery thing for us be cause we’re
worth it:

You were planned for God’s plea -
sure.

The moment you were born into
the world, God was there as an un -
seen wit ness, smil ing at your birth.
He wanted you alive, and your ar -
rival gave him great pleasure. God
did not need to cre ate you, but he
chose to cre ate you for his own en joy -

ment. You ex ist for his ben e fit, his
glory, his pur pose, and his de light.

Bringing en joy ment to God, liv ing
for his plea sure, is the first pur pose
of your life. When you fully un der -
stand this truth, you will never
again have a prob lem with feel ing
insignif i cant. It proves your worth. If 
you are that im por tant to God, and
he con sid ers you valu able enough to
keep with him for eter nity, what
greater sig nif i cance could you
have?35 (Em pha sis ours)

We don’t ar gue with the first po si -
tion—that every thing is about God;
much of what War ren says is ab so -
lutely true. But his ap proach to those
truths makes them of no ef fect. It says
that we should seek to please God in
or der to re ceive ev ery thing that God
has for us.

Circum stances vs. The Bi ble
War ren states that “God de pends

more on cir cum stances to make us like
Je sus than he de pends on our read ing
the Bi ble.”36 But we can not know what
God wants of us through cir cum -
stances un less we first learn what He
wants of us from read ing His Word.
The same cir cum stances in life af fect
be lievers and non-believers alike (Mat -
thew 5:45). Only those who know God’s 
will can con form their lives to His will.

But the plac ing of Scrip ture sec ond to 
ex pe ri ence fits into the be lief that God
does n’t really ex pect us to be per fect:

I must choose to be hon est with
God. The first build ing block of a
deeper friend ship with God is com -
plete hon esty—about your faults
and feel ings. God does n’t ex pect you
to be per fect, but he does in sist on
com plete honesty.37

“Yea, hath God said…”? What does
Jesus tell us?

Be ye there fore per fect, even as
your Fa ther which is in heaven is
per fect. (Mat thew 5:48)
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The word translated “per fect” from
the Greek is “teleios.” Vine’s Ex pos i -
tory Dic tio nary of New Tes ta ment
Words says this about “teleios”:

1. teleios ̂ 5049^ sig ni fies “hav ing 
reached its end” (telos), “fin ished,
com plete per fect.” It is used (I) of
per sons, (a) pri mar ily of phys i cal de -
vel op ment, then, with eth i cal im -
port, “fully grown, ma ture,” <1 Cor.
2:6; 14:20> (“men”; marg., “of full
age”); <Eph. 4:13; Phil. 3:15; Col.
1:28; 4:12>; in <Heb. 5:14>, RV,
“fullgrown” (marg., “per fect”), KJV,
“of full age” (marg., “per fect”); (b)
“com plete,” con vey ing the idea of
good ness with out nec es sary ref er -
ence to ma turity or what is ex -
pressed un der (a) <Matt. 5:48; 19:21; 
Jas. 1:4> (2nd part); <3:2>. It is used
thus of God in <Matt. 5:48>; (II), of
“things, com plete, per fect,” <Rom.
12:2; 1 Cor. 13:10> (re fer ring to the
com plete rev e la tion of God’s will and 
ways, whether in the com pleted
Scrip tures or in the here af ter); <Jas. 
1:4> (of the work of pa tience); <v. 25; 
1 John 4:18>.

No tice that Je sus tells us to be as
per fect as our heav enly Fa ther is per -
fect. The same word for both is teleios.

Does “per fect” mean “per fected”? No. 
We will not be perfected un til we are
resurrected in our sin less bodies. But
there are many Scrip tures that tell us
of the im por tance of be ing per fect in
our re la tion ship with our heav enly
Fa ther. In his let ter to the Ephe sians
Paul de fines what per fec tion is: 

And he gave some, apostles; and
some, proph ets; and some, evan ge -
lists; and some, pas tors and teach -
ers;

For the per fect ing of the saints,
for the work of the min is try, for the
edi fy ing of the body of Christ:

Till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowl edge of the
Son of God, unto a per fect man, unto
the mea sure of the stat ure of the
fulness of Christ:

That we hence forth be no more
chil dren, tossed to and fro, and car -
ried about with ev ery wind of doc -
trine, by the sleight of men, and
cun ning craft i ness, whereby they lie
in wait to de ceive;

But speak ing the truth in love,
may grow up into him in all things,
which is the head, even Christ:

From whom the whole body fitly
joined together and com pacted by
that which every joint supplieth, ac -
cord ing to the ef fec tual work ing in
the mea sure of ev ery part, maketh
in crease of the body unto the ed i fy -
ing of it self in love.

This I say there fore, and tes tify in
the Lord, that ye hence forth walk
not as other Gentiles walk, in the
van ity of their mind.…

That ye put off con cern ing the for -
mer con ver sa tion the old man, which 
is cor rupt ac cord ing to the de ceit ful
lusts;

And be re newed in the spirit of
your mind;

And that ye put on the new man,
which af ter God is cre ated in righ -
teous ness and true holi ness.

Where fore putting away lying,
speak ev ery man truth with his
neighbour: for we are members one
of another.

Be ye an gry, and sin not: let not
the sun go down upon your wrath:

Neither give place to the devil.
Let him that stole steal no more:

but rather let him la bour, work ing
with his hands the thing which is
good, that he may have to give to
him that needeth.

Let no cor rupt com muni cation
pro ceed out of your mouth, but that
which is good to the use of ed i fy ing,
that it may min is ter grace unto the
hearers.

And grieve not the holy Spirit of
God, whereby ye are sealed unto the
day of re demption.

Let all bit ter ness, and wrath, and
an ger, and clam our, and evil speak -
ing, be put away from you, with all
mal ice:

And be ye kind one to an other,
tenderhearted, for giv ing one an -
other, even as God for Christ’s sake
hath for given you. (Ephe sians
4:11-32)

If we will do these things we will be
per fect be fore God. Is this im pos si ble?
Of course not, or else Je sus would
never have told us to be per fect.

But rather than strive to be per fect
by the bib li cal def i ni tion, War ren tells
us that we can not ex pect to be per fect.
All God re ally wants of us is hon esty.

And honesty means tell ing God what
we think of him whether good or bad:

It is likely that you need to con fess 
some hid den an ger and re sentment
at God for cer tain ar eas of your life
where you have felt cheated or dis -
appointed. Un til we ma ture enough
to un der stand that God uses ev ery -
thing for good in our lives, we har bor 
resent ment toward God over our ap -
pear ance, back ground, un an swered
prayers, past hurts, and other things 
we would change if we were God.38

War ren does go on to ex plain that we 
must choose to obey God in faith and
trust Him to do what He says He will
do even if we don’t un der stand it. But
just giv ing the idea that liv ing perfect
be fore God is not what He ex pects, con -
trary to His Word, com bined with the
idea that we should com plain to God
about His ac tions, does not re sult in
matu rity, but in ex cus ing one self for
one’s im per fec tions and sins. 

Nay but, O man, who art thou that 
repliest against God? Shall the thing 
formed say to him that formed it,
Why hast thou made me thus?
(Romans 9:20)

Scrip ture tells us not to re ply against
God. Rick War ren tell us to do so.

Scrip ture tells us to be perfect. Rick
War ren tells us it is n’t im por tant to be
perfect.

Whom do we be lieve?
It is just such un scrip tural advice

perme ating War ren’s work that ren -
ders it of lit tle value. Yes, God may
well use the truth ful el e ments to work
His will in one’s life while blind ing one
to the untruthful el e ments. But this is
given as a warn ing to those who wish
to wholeheart edly trust  any man with
their spir i tual lives.

Test the spir its to see if they are of 
God or not (1 John 4:1).

Move ments Come And Go
In saying all this, I re al ize nonethe -

less that the Saddle back phe nom enon
is go ing to con tinue to in crease in its
in flu ence un til some thing else co mes
along to take its place. It seems as if ev -
ery few years or so, some new phe nom -
e non arises within the churches,
prom is ing the cure for the mal aise that 
ap pears to ex ist within Chris tian ity.
We have seen the rise and de cline of
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Promise Keepers, the Kan sas City
Prophets, the To ronto Bless ing, the
Brownsville Re vival, the Vine yard
Move ment, the char is matic re vival,
Renovaré, and oth ers, all carry ing the
prom ise that God was doing some thing 
“new” in our midst. If we didn’t get on
the band wagon we were sure to be left
be hind as God changed the world and
the “church” through these var i ous
reve la tions of His power.

Some have been more es o teric than
others; some more ce re bral; some more
emo tional. All have declined in the
Chris tian media’s cov erage as their
luster wore off and other move ments
took their place. To day, Rick War ren’s
purpose-driven philos o phy is the lat est
craze. But it, like all the oth ers, is not a
move of God. It is a move of man which,
like all the oth ers, in cor po rates hu man
wisdom with Scrip ture (or poor fac sim i -
les of Scrip ture) in an attempt to
achieve a hy brid Chris tian ity that ap -
peals to the ego. It may seem very spir i -
tual; it may seem very scrip tural (if one
ac cepts the pol luted Bi ble ver sions
War ren uses); it may seem very godly.
But with all the truth it pres ents come
many worldly con cepts that run coun -
ter to God’s Word. This is even rec og -
nized by some pas tors who use
War ren’s sys tem. But what ap peals to
them is the bol ster ing of the clergy-
driven re li gious es tab lish ment. This is
the deep de cep tion that has char ac ter -
ized all these move ments within Chris -
tian ity. The mother of these har lots is
Ro man Ca thol i cism. It is no won der
then, that her daugh ters are be gin ning
to once again adopt her re li gious trap -
pings.

The neo-evangelical push for unity
with Rome finds fer tile ground in Rick
War ren’s phi los o phy. And no won der,
con sid er ing that all the “men of God” he 
touts have been ec u men ical to the core.

Now, in view of War ren’s claim that
his book, The Pur pose-Driven Life, will
trans form peo ple’s lives, those who
have done his exer cises might look
back af ter one or two years and see if
that is what ac tu ally hap pened. Or is
their growth or lack thereof more the
re sult of nor mal growth in the faith

through Scrip ture study, prayer, fel -
low ship and self-control? How many
lives are truly trans formed in re la tion
to the num ber who have read his book? 
I sup pose we’ll have to wait and see. In
the mean time, his book will con tinue
to sell like hotcakes.

THE PURPOSE-DRIVEN CHURCH
Rick War ren’s phi loso phy of church

life and church growth were ce mented
early in his young adult life through
the in flu ence of W.A. Criswell, the late
pas tor at Dal las First Bap tist Church.
Criswell is per haps the most well-
known Bap tist pas tor for the mod ern
era. War ren says of Criswell:

I be lieve W.A. Criswell is the
great est Amer i can pas tor of the
twen ti eth century. He pastored at
First Bap tist for fifty years, wrote
fifty-three books, and de vel oped the
most widely cop ied church model of
this cen tury. Not only was he a pow -
erful preacher and leader, he was an
orga ni za tional genius. Most peo ple
think of tra dition when they think of 
Criswell, but ac tu ally his min is try
was in cred i bly inno va tive. It only
became known as tra di tional af ter
ev ery one cop ied him!39

It was while hear ing Criswell speak
at a con fer ence in 1973 that then nine -
teen-year-old Rick War ren be lieved
God was call ing him to be a pas tor:

As I lis tened to this great man of
God preach, God spoke per son ally to
me and made it very clear that he
was call ing me to be a pas tor. Then
and there, I prom ised God I’d give
my en tire life to pastoring a sin gle
church if that was his will for me.40

Af ter the ser vice, War ren stood in
line to shake hands with Dr. Criswell.
He did not ex pect what hap pened next:

Criswell looked at me with kind,
lov ing eyes and said, quite em phat i -
cally, “Young man, I feel led to lay
hands on you and pray for you!”
Without de lay he placed his hands
on my head and prayed these words
that I will never for get: “Fa ther, I
ask that you give this young
preacher a dou ble por tion of your
Spirit. May the church he pas tors

grow to twice the size of the Dal las
church. Bless him greatly, O Lord.”41

This is quite re mark able, con sid er -
ing that the only time Scrip ture men -
tions a “dou ble por tion” of the Holy
Spirit is in refer ence to Elisha re quest -
ing from Eli jah that he grant a dou ble
portion of his spirit to him (2 Kings
2:9-13). Eli jah re plied that if Elisha
saw him taken up in God’s char iot he
would receive what he asked for, and it 
came to pass.

The ques tion co mes to mind, what is
a dou ble por tion of the Holy Spirit?
The an swer is that, prior to Je sus’ as -
cension and His con fer ring the Holy
Spirit upon all be liev ers, God’s Spirit
worked only through cer tain men
anointed as proph ets. Some proph ets
had more of His anoint ing than oth ers
had. They were used in dif ferent ways
with vary ing de grees of power. Elisha
wanted twice as much power as Eli jah
had—as a prophet. 

It’s true that God does anoint cer tain 
people for spe cific min is tries, but all
be liev ers are in dwelt by the Holy
Spirit and com mis sioned to min is ter.

Can we le git i mately ask our Fa ther
for more of His Holy Spirit than we
have? There is no in di ca tion that this
is even a pos si bil ity to day, par tic u larly 
when a man such as Criswell, op erat -
ing in an un scrip tural ca pac ity as a
profes sional cler gyman, makes such a
re quest of God. Criswell’s en dorse -
ment of the pope, Rob ert Schuller, Nor -
man Vin cent Peale, and oth ers of
highly questionable theol ogy dis qual -
ified him as a leader in the Body of
Christ no mat ter the num bers of peo -
ple he has im pacted.

Schuller’s Chris tian hu man ism is
well-known. His men tor was Nor man
Vin cent Peale, a 33º Mason who found
great en light en ment by vis it ing a par -
tic ular Shinto shrine.

Can we trust a pas tor who com -
mends men whose the ol ogy is so bla -
tantly faulty—men who use the name
of Je sus to fur ther their sec u lar phi los -
o phies?

Criswell had a tre men dous im pact
upon the role of South ern Bap tist pas -
tors. Dr. Rick McClatchy and Dr.
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Bruce Prescott, on fac ulty at Mer cer
Uni ver sity, a Bap tist uni ver sity, have
stated that the role of the pas tor has
changed sig nif i cantly from that orig i -
nally held by the SBC.

In the late 1970s two men, Paige
Patterson and Paul Pressler, de -
vised a plan to take over the South -
ern Bap tist Con ven tion and change
its di rec tion. Their strat egy in serted
an alien win ner-take-all sys tem of
power pol i tics into the life of our de -
nom i na tion.…

In tra di tional Bap tist thought all
mem bers of the church were seen as
equal min is ters with dif ferent spir i -
tual gifts—a doc trine re ferred to as
the priest hood of be liev ers. The role
of the pas tor in this con text was to
preach and teach, to train the con -
gre ga tion for ser vice, to care for the
needs of the con gre ga tion, and to
pro vide ad min is tra tive co or di na tion
to the work of the church. Pas tors
were viewed as ser vants of the church.

The Patterson-Pressler co ali tion
in sists that the pas tor is the un ques -
tioned ruler of the church. W. A.
Criswell said, “Lay lead er ship of the
church is unbiblical when it weak -
ens the pas tor’s au thor ity as ruler of
the church . . . a la ity-led church will
be a weak church any where on God’s 
earth. The pas tor is ruler of the
church.” In 1988 the South ern Bap -
tist Con ven tion passed a res o lu tion
affirm ing that the pas tor was the
ruler of the church.

This new empha sis on pas to ral
au thor ity marks a depar ture from
the tra ditional Bap tist teach ing on
the priest hood of ev ery be liever.42

As a be liever in the ab so lute au thor -
ity of the pas tor, Criswell ruled Dal las
First Bap tist Church with a firm hand. 
His leg acy has passed on to pas tors of
many de nomi na tions who view their
of fice as au thor i tar ian rather than ser -
vant-oriented. Jerry Falwell, who has
teamed with Rick War ren in a Pur -
pose-Driven Church Sminar, once
called Criswell “the Protestant Pope of
this gen er a tion.”43

As we think about it, Rick War ren
does seem to have a dou ble por tion of
that same clergy spirit which Criswell
laid hands on him to re ceive. He op er -
ates more as a pas tors’ pas tor than a
shep herd among the flock of a bib li cal
lo cal as sem bly. His book, The Pur pose-
Driven Church, was writ ten pri mar ily
for pas tors:

This book is writ ten for any one in -
terested in help ing his or her church
grow, but be cause I am a pas tor, my
writ ing style is nat u rally slanted
from a pas tor’s per spec tive to other
pastors. I come from a long line of
pastors. My great-grandfather was
converted through Charles
Spurgeon’s his toric min is try in Lon -
don and came to the United States
as a pi o neer cir cuit-riding pas tor.

Both my fa ther and my fa -
ther-in-law have been pas tors. Both
re cently cel e brated their fif ti eth an -
niversa ries in minis try. My sister is
mar ried to a pas tor, and I spent part
of my child hood grow ing up on a
sem i nary campus where my fa ther
served on staff. So I have a deep love
for pas tors. I love be ing around
them. I hurt with them when they
hurt. I be lieve they are the most un -
der rated leaders in our so ci ety.44

Pas tors from virtu ally ev ery de nom i -
na tion at tend War ren’s sem i nars, and
more pas tors have sat at his feet than
have reg u lar con gre gants. He con sid -
ers pas tors the most stra te gic change
agents to deal with the prob lems in so -
ci ety.45

The clergy-laity sys tem is es sen tial
to the pur pose-driven church model.
That system de mands al le giance to the 
pas tor as the sole au thor ity, and to his
agenda. It is the doc trine of the
Nicolaitans which Je sus twice said He
hates (Rev e la tion 2:6, 15).

The Start of Saddle back

In choos ing a site for his church,
War ren wanted to “go some place
where most of my sem i nary bud dies
were un will ing to go.”46

Where might that be? Af rica, Asia,
So ma lia? The Mid dle East? Where
would sem i nar i ans be un willing to go?
Cer tainly not sunny South ern Cali for -
nia—and in pros per ous Or ange
County, at that!

But that’s where War ren knew God
wanted him to be be cause of a lack of
Bi ble churches there:

One af ter noon I dis cov ered that
the Saddle back Val ley, in Or ange
County, south ern Cali for nia, was
the fast est grow ing area in the fast -
est-growing county in the United
States dur ing the de cade of the
1970s. This fact grabbed me by the
throat and made my heart start rac -
ing. I knew that wher ever new com -
mu ni ties were be ing started at such
a fast pace there would also be a
need for new churches.

As I sat there in the dusty, dimly
lit base ment of that uni ver sity li -
brary, I heard God speak clearly to
me: “That’s where I want you to
plant a church!” My whole body be -
gan to tin gle with excite ment, and
tears welled up in my eyes. I had
heard from God.47

Lack of an as sembly in a given area
is good rea son to plant one there. How -
ever, there were al ready many large
churches in the Saddle back area:

I had not been in south ern Cal i -
for nia very long be fore I re al ized it
was an area that al ready had many
strong, Bi ble-believing churches.
Some of the best-known pas tors in
Amer ica minis tered within driv ing
dis tance of our new church. On any
Sunday you could go hear Chuck
Swindoll, Chuck Smith, Rob ert
Schuller, John MacAr thur, E.V.
Hill, John Wimber, Jack Hayford,
Lloyd Ogilvie, Charles Blake, Greg
Laurie, Ray Ortlund, or John
Huffman. If you timed your ar rival
right, you could hear two or three of
these guys on the same Sunday
morn ing. And most of them could be
heard on the ra dio or TV in south ern
Cal i for nia.
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In ad dition, there were at least
two dozen solid Bi ble-teaching
churches in the Saddle back Val ley
when I ar rived.48

So, contrary to the rea son War ren
felt God call him to south ern Cali for -
nia, there re ally was n’t a need for him.
But rather than join a work in prog -
ress, he de cided that his church would
be for the un churched:

I decided that we would make no
effort at all to at tract Chris tians
from other churches to Saddle back.
We would not even bor row work ers
from other area churches to start
Saddle back. Since I felt called to
reach un be liev ers, I de termined to
begin with un be liev ers, rather than
with a core of com mit ted Chris tians.
This was not the way all the books
on church start ing said to do it, but I
felt cer tain that it was what God was 
call ing us to do. Our fo cus would be
lim ited to reach ing the un churched
for Christ, peo ple who for one rea son 
or an other did not at tend any ex ist -
ing church.49

Thus be gan War ren’s “seeker-sen si -
tive” ap proach to min is try. By poll ing
house holds in his com mu nity he found
out what peo ple wanted and ex pected
in a church.

War ren got the idea of poll ing res i -
dents from Rob ert Schuller’s book,
Your Church Has Real Pos sibil -
ities.(Glen dale, CA: Re gal Books,
1974). But he de cided that Schuller’s
ques tions needed to be re phrased for
his pur poses:

…I be gan Saddelback by go ing door-
to-door for twelve weeks and sur vey -
ing the un churched in my area. Six
years ear lier I had read Rob ert
Schuller’s book Your Church Has
Real Pos si bil ities, which told how he
had gone door-to-door in 1955 and
asked hun dreds of peo ple, “Why
don’t you go to church?” and “What
do you want in a church?” I thought
this was a great idea but felt the
ques tions needed to be re phrased for 
the more skep ti cal 1980s.50

One ques tion War ren asked is, “Are
you ac tively at tend ing any church?”

If they said yes, I thanked them
and moved on to the next home. I
didn’t bother ask ing the other three
ques tions be cause I did n’t want to
color the sur vey with be lievers’ opin -
ions. No tice that I did n’t ask, “Are
you a mem ber?” Many peo ple who
haven’t been in side a church for
twenty years still claim mem ber ship 
in some church.51

Warren seems to as sume that if they
at tend a church they are be liev ers. But
what if the peo ple at tend a Cath o lic
church, or a Mor mon stake house, or a
Watch tower So ci ety king dom hall, or
any num ber of churches whose doc -
trines se ri ously im pair a right re la tion -
ship with the true God of the Bi ble?

This is a weak ness that is ap par ent
through out War ren’s writ ings: he as -
sumes that church peo ple are be liev -
ers. If he does n’t as sume such, he
does n’t make it ev i dent.

The fact that many peo ple are “un -
churched,” yet will ing to go to a church
that meets their per ceived needs in di -
cates that they are at best nom i nal
Chris tians. Peo ple of other re li gious
be lief sys tems are not in ter ested in go -
ing to a church. Most are com mit ted to
their syn a gogues, tem ples, mosques,
stake houses, king dom halls or what -
ever. 

The Life De vel op ment Pro cess
Based upon the seeker-sensitive ap -

proach, War ren de vised a pro gram to
walk the fledg ling mem bers through a
growth pro cess called “The Life De vel -
op ment Pro cess.” This con sists of four
classes which ev ery pro spec tive mem -
ber is re quired to at tend. It is based on
a model of run ning the bases. The 100
Level Classes in volve “Knowing
Christ” on the way to First Base (Com -
mitted to Mem ber ship). The 200 Level
Classes in volve “Growing in Christ” on 
the way to Sec ond Base (Com mitted to
Ma tu rity). The 300 Level Classes in -
volve “Serv ing Christ” on the way to
Third Base (Com mitted to Min is try).
The 400 Level Classes in volve
“Sharing Christ” on the way to Home
Plate (Com mitted to Mis sions).52

It does n’t mat ter how ma ture a be -
liever in Christ may be; ev ery one
starts on the way to first base in the
purpose-driven church, re learn ing
again the ru diments of the faith.

This is the best way in which an or -
ganiza tion can as sure that ev ery one
thinks the same and is in to tal agree -
ment with the lead er ship. It as sumes,
of course, that the lead ership is in total 
confor mity to Scrip ture on all is sues.

Some would ask if there is a better
way for new be liev ers to ma ture in the
faith. Well, there must be other ways,
be cause be fore Rick War ren came
along many breth ren have been
brought to ma tu rity with out the Life
De vel op ment Pro cess.

I was asked how it could be done in a
small house as sembly. My an swer is
that, once we are sure that a new be -
liever has joined us we would con tinue
to sys tem at i cally study the Word to -
gether. In the pro cess he will be come
mature with out hav ing to sign cov e -
nants and go through class room set -
tings, led by the nose. We trust that
the Holy Spirit in him would lead him
into all truth. We pre fer a Holy
Spirit-driven as sem bly rather than a
purpose-driven “church.”

The new be liever would also be
taught how to test what he hears—
some thing that is sorely lack ing in the
churches.
Mem bership Cov e nant or Bi ble?

Cov e nants are an im por tant part of
the pur pose-driven church model. Vir -
tu ally ev ery as pect of pur pose-driven
min is try car ries with it the need to
agree to a cov e nant, which may even
supercede Scrip ture.

War ren states that mem bers are
held to a dif fer ent stan dard than are
non-believing ser vice at tend ers:

We ap ply dif ferent stan dards of
con duct to mem bers and at tend ers.
Mem bers of our church are ex pected
to abide by the lifestyle guide lines of
our mem ber ship cove nant. Those
who en gage in im moral ac tivi ties are 
sub ject to church dis ci pline. Un be -
lievers in the crowd are not sub ject
to churchdis ci pline be cause they are 
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not ac tu ally a part of our church
fam ily.53

Al though Saddle back’s mem bership
cove nant may in clude some bibli cal as -
pects, not ev ery thing in it is found in
God’s Word. Nor is ev ery thing in God’s
Word in cluded in the cov e nant. Should 
be liev ers not be held to the Scrip tures
rather than to a church cov e nant?

War ren has proven him self very ad -
ept at or ga niza tion and the abil ity to
im ple ment his goals. Those goals for
the churches are pred i cated upon what 
he calls the “Five Pur poses” of the
church: 1) Love the Lord with all your
heart; 2) Love your neigh bor as your -
self; 3) Go and make dis ci ples; 4) Bap -
tizing them; 5) Teaching them to obey.

Pur pose #1 is de scribed as wor ship.
“The church ex ists to wor ship God,”54

which in cludes cel e bra tion of His pres -
ence by mag ni fy ing the Lord and ex alt -
ing his name through mu sic, and other
means of ver bal and phys i cal expres sion.

Pur pose #2 is min is try, dem on strat -
ing God’s love to oth ers by meeting
their needs and heal ing their hurts in
the name of Je sus.55

Pur pose #3 is evan ge lism for both
bring ing the lost to Christ and help ing
the church to grow.56

Pur pose #4 is baptiz ing for iden tifi -
ca tion with the body of Christ, and as a 
sym bol of sal va tion and fel low ship.57

Pur pose #5 is dis ci ple ship—help ing
people be come more like Christ.58

War ren is cor rect in de lin eat ing
these pur poses for the Body of Christ.
To ac com plish them, he says, the
church must be healthy. He also states
that most churches may ex cel in one or
two of the pur poses, but fail to ex cel in
all the pur poses. He pres ents Saddle -
back Church as the ex am ple of a
church that ful fills all these pur poses.
In fact, when ad ver tis ing his new
church to the Saddle back res i dents, he
made the fol low ing claim:

At last! A new church for those
who’ve given up on tra di tional church
ser vices.59

What an af front to the other
churches. In truth, how ever, Saddle -
back’s ser vices are as tra di tional as
any other church’s ser vices. Ex cept
that the con tent is dumbed down so as
not to of fend the sen si tive seeker.

War ren is cor rect that most
churches fail to im ple ment all five pur -
poses. But is Saddle back the model to
fol low?
Is Growth The Issue?

I found that War ren cor rectly states
many things to do and not to do. Yet
Saddle back does not al ways mea sure
up to his cri te ria.

For exam ple, he of ten states that
growth should not be the goal of the
church; rather, healthy min is try of the
five pur poses should be the goal. Yet
just as of ten he states how im ple ment -
ing his agenda will cause the churches
to grow. It is n’t just that growth will be 
a by-product of good min is try, but that
growth should be the goal of good min -
is try. And if a church is n’t grow ing ac -
cord ing to the Saddle back model, then
it must be un healthy.

War ren states that he has read the
New Tes ta ment “over and over, study -
ing it with ‘church-growth eyes.’”60 Ev -
ery thing Saddle back Church does is
geared to ward growth. If a church is n’t 
grow ing it is con sid ered un healthy,
pos si bly dis eased.61 Con versely, if a
church is grow ing it is an in di ca tion
that it is healthy.

Is this the iron-clad rule that War -
ren im plies it to be? If so, does it ap ply
then to Mor mon ism, which is the fast -
est grow ing church in Amer ica? Is Is -
lam “healthy” be cause it is the fast est
grow ing re li gion in the world?

This seems to be what drives War ren 
to ward his fo cus on church growth.

Long-term Pas tors=Health
One thing that im pressed War ren

through his re search on church growth 
was some thing he says he al ready
knew from W. A. Criswell’s min is try:

…Healthy, large churches are led by
pas tors who have been there a long
time. I found doz ens of ex am ples. A
long pas tor ate does not guar antee a
church will grow, but chang ing pas -
tors ev ery few years guar an tees a
church won’t grow.62

The pas tor is lik ened to the daddy in
a fam ily:

Can you imag ine what the kids
would be like in a fam ily where they
got a new daddy ev ery two or three
years? They would most likely have
seri ous emo tional prob lems. In the
same way, the lon gev ity of the lead -
ership is a crit i cal fac tor for the
health and growth of a church fam -
ily.63

Well, we’re not kids. And God, not
the pas tor, is our Fa ther. In truth, a
long-term pas tor will be the only voice
that many in the church may hear. Is
that more healthy than a plu ral ity of
el ders teach ing, min is ter ing and work -
ing to gether? If one leaves it won’t be
be cause he was reas signed by his de -
nom i na tional head quar ters or found
greener pas tures else where; it will be
be cause God moves him, per haps by al -
tering his em ploy ment sit u ation. But
the oth ers will be left to con tinue to
min is ter, and new el ders will be added
as time pro gresses.

The clergy-oriented or ga ni za tion re -
lies al most ex clu sively on the be lief
system into which the pas tor was ed u -
cated. That is unhealthy.
Pro grams vs. Pro cess

War ren says he’s against pro grams:
In stead of try ing to grow a church

with pro grams, fo cus on growing
peo ple with a process. This con cept
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is the heart of be ing a pur pose-
driven church. If you will set up a
pro cess for de vel op ing dis ci ples and
stick with it, your church’s growth
will be healthy, bal anced, and con -
sis tent. Benjamin Dis raeli once ob -
served that “con stancy to pur pose is
the se cret of suc cess.”

Our process for im ple ment ing the
pur poses of God in volves four steps:
We bring peo ple in, build them up,
train them, and send them out. We
bring them in as mem bers, we build
them up to ma tu rity, we train them
for min is try, and we send them out
on mis sion, mag ni fy ing the Lord in
the pro cess. That’s it! This is our to -
tal fo cus at Saddle back. We don’t do
any thing else.64

Sounds good. But Saddle back is re -
plete with pro grams. They may be de -
signed to im ple ment the process, but
they are pro grams none the less. Those
programs are not al ways scrip tural, of -
ten in cor po rat ing Jung ian psy chol ogy
for the pur pose of “ma tur ing” the peo -
ple. For ex am ple, their group meetings 
consist of the fol low ing:

• Adult Children of Chem ically Ad -
dicted (ACA) - Men’s Group &
Women’s Groups 

• Anger - Men’s Groups & Women’s 
Groups 

• Chem ically De pend ent - Men’s
Groups & Women’s Groups 

• Codependent - Men’s Groups &
Women’s Groups 

• Co-Addicted Women in a Rela -
tion ship with Sexually Addicted
Men (COSA) 

• Eating Dis orders - Women´s
Group 

• Fi nan cial Recov ery - Men’s &
Women’s Groups 

• Love & Re la tion ship Ad diction -
Women’s Group 

• Sex ual Addic tion (SA) - Men’s
Groups & Women’s Groups 

• Sex ual/Phys i cal/Emo tional
Abuse - Women’s Group65

Saddle back’s “Cel e brate Re cov ery”
program is ex ported to myr iad
churches and is based upon the Al co -

holics Anon y mous 12-step re cov ery
pro cess. Such pro grams are un scrip -
tural, but have be come so pop u lar that
most Chris tians see no prob lem with
hav ing them in their churches.

Saddle back Church’s small-group
pro gram is peer-oriented, peo ple be ing
seg re gated ac cord ing to age and other
fac tors. This ef fec tively leaves those
small groups de void of any scrip tural
ba sis. It also ce ments the idea that
“the church” is the clergy-led um brella
in sti tu tion to which they owe their al -
le giance, rather than ow ing their al le -
giance to the breth ren at large.

A bib li cal as sem bly is not a clergy-
ori ented in sti tu tion with a pul pit “min -
is try.” It is a fam ily of be liev ers who
min is ter to gether ac cord ing to the gifts 
granted by the Fa ther through the
Holy Spirit. It in cludes all ages and
peo ple of vary ing in ter ests and gifts.

Peer-oriented small groups are pro -
grams de signed to keep these el e ments 
seg re gated and de pend ent upon the
clergy for any se ri ous teach ing, in -
struc tion and dis ci pline. Thus, these
peer groups usu ally end up be ing “fa -
cil i tated” by un qual i fied men (and
women) who, lack ing bib li cal un der -
stand ing, use en coun ter group tech -
niques. The pro cess is not Holy Spirit-
led, Bi ble-centered min is try as much
as it is feel-good at tempts to al le vi ate
pain and make peo ple feel loved and
ac cepted.

In speak ing with peo ple who have
been a part of Saddle back’s small-
group “min is try” I’ve found that this is
typ i cal of the way these peer groups
func tion.

As much as War ren speaks against
pro grams, his church in cor po rates pro -
grams ga lore. Here are a few more:

• MS with Christ (min is ter ing to
peo ple with Mul tiple Scle ro sis in
all stages)

• Early Re tired with MS

• Weight for God (weight-loss pro -
gram)

• Mil i tary Fam ilies

• Alz hei mer’s Group

• Families With In carcer ated Loved 
Ones

• Teen Preg nancy & Single Par ents

• Teen De pres sion

• So lu tions for Life

• Post-Abortion

• Infertil ity

• Com forters-Chronic Pain/Ill ness

• Can cer

• Bring Back the Hope (for peo ple
with de pres sions)

• Breast Can cer Care givers

• Breast Can cer

• Birthparents Re united (re unit ing 
adoptee with par ents)

• Hope for the Sep a rated Man

• Hope for the Sep a rated Woman

• Hep a ti tis C

• Grief

• Empty Arms

• Di vorce Care

Vir tu ally all these sup port groups
are pro grams that in corpo rate psy cho -
log i cal tech niques de signed for the spe -
cific purposes of the groups. Some how,
bibli cal min istry alone is in suf fi cient
to ad dress all these and other prob -
lems of the soul within the con text of
the lo cal as sem bly of be liev ers. They
must be han dled in seg re gated peer
groups. How did the first-century be -
liev ers ever min is ter ef fec tively before
Carl Jung and his demon-spirit guide
Philemon came on the scene?

Such pro grams tell us that peo ple
can only be min is tered to ef fec tively if
they can share their hurts, fears, pain
and ad dic tions with peo ple of like
hurts, fears, and addic tions. This is not 
how the Lord formed His Body. But to -
day’s “church” meet ing be comes the
only fo rum in which the di verse gifts
He gave may be min is tered. How ever,
they are re stricted to the ap proved
clergy or clergy-appointed “min is ters.”
This is con trary to Scripture: 

How is it then, breth ren? when ye
come to gether, ev ery one of you hath
a psalm, hath a doc trine, hath a
tongue, hath a rev e la tion, hath an in -
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ter pre ta tion. Let all things be done
unto ed i fy ing. (1 Co rin thi ans 14:26) 

And he gave some, apostles; and
some, proph ets; and some, evan ge -
lists; and some, pas tors and teach ers;

For the per fect ing of the saints,
for the work of the min is try, for the
edi fy ing of the body of Christ:

Till we all come in the unity of the
faith, and of the knowl edge of the
Son of God, unto a per fect man, unto
the mea sure of the stat ure of the
fulness of Christ:

That we hence forth be no more
chil dren, tossed to and fro, and car -
ried about with ev ery wind of doc -
trine, by the sleight of men, and
cun ning craft i ness, whereby they lie
in wait to de ceive. (Ephe sians
4:11-14)

War ren delin eates five pur poses for
the churches. Could there be a sixth
pur pose vir tually ignored in his phi los -
o phy—to equip the breth ren to dis cern
truth from er ror? To pro tect the breth -
ren from all the sa tanic winds of doc -
trine that per me ate the Chris tian
churches and Chris tian me dia?

How did such an im por tant el e ment
get left off the pur pose-driven agenda?
I would hate to think that it’s be cause
deception is ram pant in the psychology- 
based pur pose-driven church, or that
warn ing against such is not “pos i tive”
enough for the “seek ers.”

Or are the lead ers at Saddle back so
im ma ture them selves that they can not 
discern this sa tanic de cep tion? In ei -
ther case, they dis qual ify them selves
for teach ing the Body of Christ about
matu rity in the faith.

But one thing I will say: The Pur pose- 
Driven Church is an ex cel lent book for
pas tors and in sti tu tional or ga ni za -
tions called “churches” to help them -
selves grow. The bib li cal model  for the
gath er ing of be liev ers is dif fer ent: a
plural ity of el ders—not a pro fes sional
clergy class; the priest hood of all be -
liev ers—not sem i nary-trained men
and women who place them selves be -
tween the peo ple and our Fa ther for di -
rec tion in their lives; a fam ily of
be liev ers, all of whom min is ter to one
an other with out distinction of spe cific
“needs”—not an evan ge lis tic cen ter
where ev ery one is wel come.

Evan ge lism should be done out side
the Body as sem bly. If un be liev ers are
brought in they may be min istered to,
cer tainly. But the pur pose of the as -
sem bly of be liev ers is for the build ing
up of the be liev ers, not to meet the
needs of “seek ers.”

Al though Warren co mes close, he
misses this point in his book:

It is not the church’s task to give
peo ple what ever they want or even
need. But the fastest way to build a
bridge to the un churched is to ex -
press in ter est in them and show that 
you un der stand the prob lems they
are fac ing. Felt needs, whether real
or imag i nary, are a start ing point for 
ex press ing love to peo ple.66

But, again, the prac tice at Saddleback
has been to ca ter to felt needs. This is
borne out by the “tar get” de mo graphic 
War ren de vised—Saddle back Sam.
De mo graphic Analysis

Saddle back Sam is well ed u cated;
likes con tem po rary mu sic; likes his job,
likes where he lives; holds health and
fit ness as high pri or i ties for him self and 
his fam ily; would rather be in a large
group than a small one; is skep ti cal of
“or ga nized re li gion”; thinks he is en joy -
ing life more than he did five years ago;
is self-satisfied, even smug, about his
sta tion in life; pre fers the ca sual and in -
for mal over the for mal; is over ex tended
in both time and money.67

By devel op ing this de mo graphic,
Saddle back re veals that it does, in -
deed, ca ter to the felt needs of the com -
mu nity. Rather than pro claim the
un adul ter ated Word of God, Saddle -
back crafts its mes sage so as not to
offend—to ca ter to the de mographic
model for its com mu nity.

This is n’t to say that we should not
be aware of the think ing in our com -
mu nity. But God’s Word is not some -
thing to bar gain with. It is an of fense
to those who are per ish ing. Wa tering it 
down and pro cess ing the peo ple
through a four-step pro gram may re -
sult in some true con ver sions. But
those con ver sions would have been ef -
fected any way. Be cause true faith al -
ways has, and al ways will, come by
hear ing a word about Christ Je sus

(Romans 10:17). Through human is tic
processes, out ward changes may re -
sult as peo ple be come re li gious (much
as Mor mons and other clean liv ing non- 
be liev ers or cult mem bers). But the
true, life-changing con ver sion from sinner 
to saint co mes only by the Word of God
proclaimed with out com pro mise.

In the pur pose-driven church ef fec -
tive min is try is more about style than
substance. Defining faith ful ness, War -
ren states that it is nec es sary to con -
form the style of min is try to the needs
of the peo ple be ing min istered to:

How do you define faith ful ness?
Are you be ing faith ful to God’s Word
if you in sist on com mu ni cat ing it in
an out dated style? Are you be ing
faithful if you in sist on do ing min is -
try in a way that is com fort able for
you, even though it does n’t pro duce
any fruit? Are you being faith ful to
Christ if you value man-made tra di -
tions more than reach ing peo ple for
him? I con tend that when a church
con tin ues to use meth ods that no
lon ger work, it is be ing un faith ful to
Christ!

Sadly, there are many churches
today who are com pletely or tho dox
in their be liefs but are still un faith -
ful to Christ be cause they re fuse to
change pro grams, meth ods, styles of
wor ship, build ings, or even lo ca tions 
in or der to reach a lost world for
Christ. Vance Havner used to say,
“A church can be straight as a gun
bar rel doc trinally and just as empty
spir i tu ally.” We must be will ing to
say, with un re served com mit ment to 
our Lord and Sav ior, “We’ll do what -
ever it takes to reach peo ple for
Christ.”68 (Em phasis War ren’s)

Who can ar gue with that? Ex cept
that in prac tice, Saddle back com pro -
mises God’s Word by in cluding psy -
chol ogy-based ser vice in meet ing
people’s needs. It’s one thing to change
one’s style; it’s an other to change it to
in clude un godly el e ments.

Storytelling
War ren be lieves that the mes sage

from the pul pit must be rel e vant to
people’s lives—some thing prac ti cal
they can take with them. This is n’t a
bad idea, but of ten peo ple need to hear
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what they need to hear, re gard less of
whether or not they con sider it prac ti -
cal for them selves per sonally. In keep -
ing with his be lief, War ren’s style is to
tell sto ries, be cause he be lieves Je sus
did it to make the truth clear to peo ple:

Je sus cap tured the in ter est of
large crowds with tech niques that
you and I can use. First, he told sto -
ries to make a point. Je sus was a
mas ter sto ry teller. He would say,
“Hey, did you hear the one about…”
and then tell a par a ble in or der to
teach a truth. In fact, the Bi ble shows 
that sto ry tell ing was Je sus’ fa vor ite
tech nique when speak ing to the
crowd. “Je sus spoke all these things
to the crowd in par a bles; he did not
say any thing to them with out us ing a 
par a ble” (Matt. 13:34). Some how
preach ers for get that the Bi ble is es -
sen tially a book of sto ries. That is
how God has cho sen to com mu ni cate
his Word to hu man be ings.69

But what else does Mat thew say? 
And the disci ples came, and said

unto him, Why speakest thou unto
them in par a bles?

He an swered and said unto them,
Because it is given unto you to know
the mys ter ies of the king dom of
heaven, but to them it is not given.

For whoso ever hath, to him shall
be given, and he shall have more
abun dance: but who so ever hath not,
from him shall be taken away even
that he hath.

There fore speak I to them in par a -
bles: be cause they see ing see not;
and hear ing they hear not, nei ther
do they un derstand.

And in them is ful filled the proph -
ecy of Esaias, which saith, By hear -
ing ye shall hear, and shall not
un der stand; and see ing ye shall see,
and shall not per ceive:

For this peo ple’s heart is waxed
gross, and their ears are dull of hear -
ing, and their eyes they have closed;
lest at any time they should see with
their eyes, and hear with their ears,
and should un der stand with their
heart, and should be con verted, and
I should heal them. (Mat thew
13:10-15)

Jesus spoke in par a bles so that the
crowd would not un der stand. These were 
not “sto ries.” The mys ter ies of the King -

dom are for those whose hearts are right 
before God. But even Hisdis ci ples needed 
to have the para bles ex plained. They did
not un der stand any of them with out
Je sus tell ing them what they meant.

How sad that such an el e men tary
truth is lost to a man of War ren’s stat -
ure among the churches!

Je sus actually taught in such a way
as to alien ate even “those that be lieved” 
(John 8:30-59). Read these verses care -
fully and you will see that War ren’s
take on Je sus’ min is try is faulty. By
the time Je sus fin ished with the hard
truths they were ready to kill him:

Then took they up stones to cast
at him: but Je sus hid himself, and
went out of the temple, go ing
through the midst of them, and so
passed by. (John 8:59)

It is n’t that we do not wish to be sen -
si tive to peo ple’s needs, but we need to
be hon est in han dling God’s Word: 

For I tes tify unto ev ery man that
heareth the words of the proph ecy of
this book, If any man shall add unto
these things, God shall add unto him 
the plagues that are writ ten in this
book:

And if any man shall take away
from the words of the book of this
proph ecy, God shall take away his
part out of the book of life, and out of
the holy city, and from the things
which are writ ten in this book.
(Revelation 22:18-19)

Some ar gue that this ap plies only to
the Book of Rev e la tion. But all Scrip -
ture is just as sa cred. To con vo lute any
part of God’s Word is to make it of no
ef fect and to cause peo ple to stum ble.
An SBC Church?

Saddle back Church is affliated with
the South ern Bap tist Convention. But
it does not al low peo ple to know that
un til they have be come mem bers. The
rea son ing is that peo ple with prej u -
dices against the SBC would never set
foot in their church.70 This may seem
like a rea son able ap proach. But is it
hon est? Is it “with out guile”?

Are there no other churches to which 
peo ple could be di rected? Or could not
Saddle back break its ties with the SBC 
and be what it wants peo ple to think it
is—an in de pend ent Bi ble church?

Through out War ren’s writ ings there 
ex ists a sys tem of less-than-honest ap -
proaches in many ar eas, all with the
in tent of ma nip u lat ing peo ple into the
faith. Better they be brought in through 
fear, which at least is a bib li cal way:

And of some have com pas sion,
mak ing a dif fer ence:

And oth ers save with fear, pull ing
them out of the fire; hat ing even the
gar ment spot ted by the flesh. (Jude
1:22-23)

The Model Church?
While claim ing to be the model

church for all churches, Saddle back is
more of an evan gelis tic center. And
War ren is more of an evan ge list than a
genu ine shep herd (pas tor). I do not find
fault with that except for a few things:
1) an evan ge lis tic cen ter does not min -
is ter to the believ ers. Sub sti tuting peer
groups for that purpose does not ful fill
the in tent of the whole body fitly joined
to gether; 2) the un scrip tural “of fice” of
pas tor as de fined by in sti tu tional re li -
gion is in ef fective for min is tering to the
be liev ers, par tic u larly when his fo cus is 
on un be liev ers. This is the re sult of at -
tempts to or ganize the churches into
program-oriented in sti tutions that ca -
ter only to the low est com mon de nom i -
na tor with ser mons designed not to
of fend—the “seeker friendly” Sunday
morn ing ser vice.

CONCLUSION
We have of fered suf fi cient ev i dence

that the Saddle back model is not God’s
way of ei ther win ning the lost or of
min is ter ing to the Body of Christ. It is
worldly-wise and lack ing greatly in a
true, un adul ter ated bib li cal foun da tion.

Nev er the less, it is cer tain that a vast
major ity of Chris tians will con tinue to
opt for just such a re li gious expe ri ence.
Feel-good re li gion will al ways be the
most popu lar kind. For those who want
this kind of re li gion, there is n’t much
more we can say. God may use it to some 
de gree, but it will not re sult in the true
spir i tual ma turity it claims to achieve.
For those who want the full ness of what
God re quires of them as well as the op -
portu nity to min is ter the Word of God
with out adul ter at ing the min is try with
psycho log i cal mumbo-jumbo, it’s time to
come out and be sep a rate.v
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