
The eco nomic news in the United
States seems to be wors en ing ev ery
day. We’ve been struck by a num ber

of re ports in the var i ous me dia which
con tinue to predict higher costs for en -
ergy, trans por ta tion, gov ern ment ser vices
(which re quire higher taxes), food and
con sumer goods. Oth ers her ald the re -
ces sion, the fail ing Stock Mar ket, and
the increasing un em ploy ment rate. Still
others speak of the mort gage cri sis spread -
ing through fore clo sures on home loans.
Fan nie Mae and Freddie Mac, the two
gov ern ment-backed pur chas ers of mort -
gages, pres sured by the Clinton Ad min is -
tra tion to cre ate loans for peo ple with low 
in comes and bad credit, have been threat -
ened with bank ruptcy. Al though gas o line
prices have dropped, we can’t hold our
breath in hopes that they won’t spike
again to even higher lev els than before.

There are many rea sons given by gov -
ern ment and indus try for the de cline in
Amer ica’s economy, and there are no
short-term or easy so lu tions. Un til the ev -
i dence could no lon ger be ig nored the
gov ern ment has been re luc tant to say we
are in a re ces sion. But that’s been small
com fort to those who are strug gling to
make their house pay ments and to put
food on the ta ble in the man ner to which
we’ve be come ac cus tomed in this coun -

try. And the less peo ple have to spend,
the fewer goods that are sold, and the
more jobs that are lost be cause man u fac -
tur ers have to lay off more em ploy ees.

We can take lit tle en cour age ment in
knowing that this re ces sion is not lim ited
to the United States. Be cause of the
global na ture of our econ omy it is a
world wide phe nom e non.

On top of this there is a Chicken Lit tle
hys te ria that pre dicts gloom and doom
for the planet if we hu mans (es pe cially
Amer i cans) don’t all crawl into a hole
and die so we can’t con tinue to de stroy
the earth. We are be ing fed bo gus en vi -
ron men tal the ories that of fer an ec dotal
surmising in place of em piri cal evidence.
Fol low the money and you will see.

It’s all bad news and get ting worse all the
time. So how do be liev ers in Je sus cope
with this? To hear some Chris tian lead ers
tell it, God wants us all to have great wealth
if we will only plant our “seed faith” into
their “min is tries.” Other Chris tian lead ers
say we have to give up the Amer i can dream
in or der to save the planet. The “Green”
Chris tian move ment is profi cient at laying
on guilt trips, and many pas tors are jump -
ing on the band wagon. We are told, “Je sus
would never drive an SUV.” And He
would be a veg e tar ian if not a vegan (con -
trary to all scrip tural ev i dence).

Although the “pros per ity” preach ers
are dead wrong in their mes sage of greed,
the faith less Green Chris tians are just as
dead wrong. They have for got ten (or never 
knew) God’s prom ise to Noah:

And YHWH smelled a sweet
aroma, and YHWH said in His heart,
“I will never again curse the ground
any more for man’s sake, for the
imag i na tion of man’s heart is evil
from his youth. Nei ther will I any -
more again kill ev ery thing liv ing as I
have done. While the earth re mains,
seed time and har vest, and cold and
heat, and sum mer and win ter, and
day and night shall not cease.”
(Genesis 8:21-22)

This does n’t mean that we should have
a cav a lier at titude about how we treat the
envi ron ment, but we can not al low the
hys te ria of un be liev ers and duped Chris -
tians to cause us to fear. With his in flated 
ego man may think he has the means to
de stroy the earth, but he does n’t. Only
God can do that. And He has promised
not to do so until the end of all things
when He rec re ates the heav ens and the
earth (2 Pe ter 3:13; Rev e la tion 21:1-8).

In the mean time, how ever, trib u la tion
upon the earth will in crease as we draw
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near the end. And it will af fect be liev ers
as well as un be liev ers, not only in the
United States, but world wide. It is for us
who be lieve in the true God and His
Word to re main faith ful and not al low
the cir cum stances of the world to dis -
suade us from our ser vice to our Lord.

The en emy of our souls wants us to
worry rather than trust God. This is the
real rea son for such dis con cert ing news.
It is the real rea son that the me dia pan der 
to man’s nat u ral ten dency to fo cus on the 
evil rather than the good. If there were
ever a time when those who fol low Je sus
need to be re minded of His words of
warn ing and of com fort, it is now. 

“Do not store up for your selves
trea sures upon earth, where moth
and rust cor rupt, and where thieves
break through and steal, but lay up
for yourselves trea sures in Heaven,
where nei ther moth nor rust cor -
rupt, and where thieves do not break
through or steal. For where your trea -
sure is, there will your heart be also.

“The light of the body is the eye.
There fore, if your eye is clear your
whole body will be full of light. But if 
your eye is blind your whole body
will be full of dark ness. If there fore
the light that is in you is darkness,
how great is that dark ness!

“No man can serve two mas ters.
For ei ther he will hate the one and
love the other, or else he will hold to
the one, and de spise the other. You
can not serve God and Mam mon.”
(Mat thew 6:19-24)

This is a star tling state ment if rightly di -
vided. Je sus is say ing that we can not store
up trea sures on the earth and in Heaven
at the same time. Oth er wise we are try ing
to serve both God and Mam mon.

Does this mean that we can not have a
sav ings ac count? Does it mean that any -

thing above zero for a bank bal ance is sin? 
Of course not. He is speak ing about the
de gree of cov et ous ness that places any
trust or af fec tion upon earthly things.
This is why He says next:

“There fore I say to you, take no
thought for your life, what you shall
eat or what you shall drink, nor yet
for your body, what you shall wear. Is 
not the life more than food, and the
body than cloth ing?

“Look at the birds of the air, for
they do not sow, nei ther do they reap 
or gather into barns, yet your heav -
enly Fa ther feeds them. Are you not
much better than they?

“Which of you by tak ing thought
can add one cu bit to his stat ure? And 
why do you think about cloth ing?
Consider the lil ies of the field, how
they grow: they do not toil, nei ther
do they spin, and yet I say to you that
even Sol o mon in all his glory was not 
ar rayed like one of these.

“There fore, if God so clothes the
grass of the field which ex ists to day
and is cast into the oven to morrow,
shall He not much more clothe you,
oh you of lit tle faith?

“There fore take no thought, say -
ing, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?’ or ‘With what shall
we be clothed?’ (For the Gentiles
seek af ter all these things) for your
heav enly Fa ther knows that you have 
need of all these things.

“But seek first the King dom of
God and His righ teous ness, and all
these things shall be added unto you.

“There fore, do not think about to -
mor row, for to mor row will take
thought for its own things. Suf fi cient 
for the day is its own evil. (Mat thew
6:25-34)

Look at verse 25, which fol lows Je sus’
state ment that we can not serve both God
and Mam mon. The connect ing word
“there fore” refer ences both together:
You can not serve God and Mam mon.
There fore, do not think about your life,
what you will eat; what you will drink;
what you will wear.

This means that serv ing Mam mon is
not merely stor ing up treasures on earth;
it is not merely liv ing a greedy life style.
Serv ing Mam mon also in volves wor ry ing
about hav ing the nec es sary things to sus -
tain our lives. That’s pretty star tling,
when you think about it. But it all has to
do with whom we trust.

When we were chil dren—es pe cially as
in fants—we did n’t have a care in the
world about where our food, cloth ing
and shel ter were com ing from. Some -
how, “mys te ri ously,” it was there for us
every day. We trusted our par ents to pro -
vide those things with out un der stand ing
how they were ac quired. We did n’t un -
der stand money, or how the economy
works, or how our par ents la bored to get
the things we needed. Worry about these
things did n’t en ter our minds un til we
grew older and had to shoul der the re -
spon si bil ity for them our selves. The prob -
lem is not that we must work to get these
things (if a man does n’t work, he should
not eat [2 Thessalonians 2:10]). The
prob lem is that we be came more trust ing
of the world’s pro vi sion than of God’s
pro vi sion. Our trust must be in God rather
than in Mam mon. So to worry about
these things is to sur ren der to Mam mon
—to trust Mam mon rather than God for
our sus te nance.

This is why Je sus said, “Truly I say to
you, who ever will not re ceive the King -
dom of God like a lit tle child shall not en -
ter into it” (Mark 10:15).

Our heav enly Fa ther wants us to trust
Him just as we trusted our par ents when
we were lit tle chil dren. This does n’t
mean we shouldn’t make the ef fort to
work or to better our lot in life. It means
that we should not worry about tem po ral
mat ters.

It also means that our mo tive should be 
not only to pro vide the neces si ties of life
for our selves, but to have enough to pro -
vide for oth ers who can not pro vide for
them selves.

(Con tinued on page 24)
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There is a rea son that many in the
Body of Christ strug gle fi nan cially, and it
isn’t al ways be cause they lack “faith.” The 
“pros per ity” teach ers want us to believe
that God wants all be liev ers to be
wealthy. That’s how they them selves get
wealthy—through their false teach ings.
But God al lows lack within the Body of
Christ in or der to give op por tu nity for
the “haves” to dem on strate their love by
giv ing to the “have-nots.” Our first re -
spon si bil ity is to our breth ren in Christ;
it is not to the un be liev ing world. We
may help un be liev ers, but our call ing is
not to chase af ter the so cial gos pel of
“good works.” Our call ing is first to pro -
claim the Gos pel of the King dom to the
world. It is also to bless those whom God
has cho sen from out of the world by shar -
ing our abun dance with them. 

What does it profit, my breth ren,
though a man says he has faith and
has no works? Can faith save him?

If a brother or sister is na ked and
lack ing daily food, and one of you says
to them, “De part in peace, be warmed
and filled,” yet you do not give those
things that are need ful for the body,
what does it profit?

Even so, faith, if it has no works, is
dead, be ing alone. (James 2:14-17)

We must not judge those in the Body
of Christ who have great wealth. God
knows how they got it and what they do
with it. We need those with wealth as
much as we need those who are poor—the 
wealthy to help the poor; the poor to give
oc ca sion for the wealthy to bless and be
blessed by giv ing. There are enough poor
peo ple in the world to suit God’s pur pose 
for His peo ple to help the poor re gard less 
of belief. He does n’t need the poor in the
Body of Christ un less He has a higher
pur pose for them and for those who min -
ister to them.

Un for tu nately, some of the poor are
en vi ous of the rich, while some of the
rich look upon the poor as lazy or “faith -
less.” God knows the heart; we must al -
ways give the ben e fit of the doubt to
oth ers and not judge God’s ser vants.

Now, if one is ob vi ously tak ing ad van -
tage in the as sem bly by pur posely not
work ing and expect ing to be sup ported,
then 2 Thessalonians 2:10 should be in -
voked for his ben e fit as well as for the ben -
e fit of the as sembly. But un less we know
such a rea son for one’s lack, we should in -
voke the law of love and give un til we
know a scrip tural rea son not to do so.

By the same to ken, we should not judge
the wealthy as wor ship ping Mam mon un -
less we know for a cer tainty that they are
hoard ing trea sures for them selves and are
not be ing gen er ous to ward oth ers. In all
cases we must ex am ine our own hearts to
be sure that we are not judg ing un righ -
teously. It is better to make no judg ment
than to judge er ro ne ously and cre ate di vi -
sion or dissention within the Body of
Christ. In most cases it may be better to
keep all judg ments to our selves anyway,
and judge our own mo tives about what we 
have or de sire. Oth er wise we should not
judge, lest we be judged.

That said, it is still nec es sary for all be -
liev ers to con sider the harsh ness with
which the Lord Him self judges those
whose con cerns are more on earthly
things than on heav enly things. To worry
about earthly things is to wor ship Mam -
mon. It is to place our trust in Mam mon
rather than God for our wellbeing. One
can not worry and ex er cise faith in God at 
the same time. What ever is not of faith is
sin (Romans 14:23).

The con text of this Scrip ture has to do
with eat ing and drink ing in doubt about
whether or not some thing is per mis si ble.
But the is sue of faith less ness be ing sin ap -

plies to all cir cum stances. Un for tu nately, 
many peo ple do not even con sult God for 
their sus te nance, and if they do, they
wish only for their own ben e fit: 

From where come wars and fight -
ing among you? Do they not come
from here: even from your de sires
that war in your mem bers?

You de sire and do not have; you
kill and de sire to have, and can not
obtain; you fight and war, yet you do
not have be cause you do not ask.

You ask, and do not re ceive be -
cause you ask wrongly, so that you
may con sume it upon your lusts.

You adul ter ers and adul ter esses!
Do you not know that the friend ship 
of the world is en mity with God?
There fore who ever will be a friend of 
the world is the en emy of God.

Do you think that the Scrip ture
says in vain, “The spirit that dwells in 
us lusts to envy”?

But He gives more grace. There -
fore He says, “God re sists the proud
but gives grace to the hum ble.”

There fore, sub mit your selves to
God. Re sist the devil, and he will flee 
from you. Draw near to God, and He 
will draw near to you. Cleanse your
hands you sin ners, and pu rify your
hearts, you dou ble minded. Be af -
flicted, and mourn, and weep. Let
your laugh ter be turned to mourn -
ing, and your joy to heavi ness.

Hum ble your selves in the sight of
the Lord, and He shall lift you up.
(James 4:1-10)

These are strong words, but they de -
serve our care ful at ten tion. The “spirit in
us” is not a ref er ence to the Holy Spirit; it
is a ref er ence to our own spirit. Man’s
fallen na ture lusts to the point of envy; it
wishes to ex alt it self above all oth ers just
as Sa tan de sired to ex alt him self above
the throne of God.

We may not rec og nize our selves in such
ad moni tions, but to dif fer ent de grees
James’ in dict ment may be ap pli ca ble to ev -
ery one.

Although we won’t phys i cally kill some-
one to get what we desire, the same at ti -
tude may be in our hearts. Even le git i -
mate competition in busi ness or to at tain
a better po si tion within our com pany may 
prompt us to do things that do not honor
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God. Some Chris tians may wish to de -
stroy, or at least ham per, their com pe ti -
tion in or der to gain an edge over them.
Some times that com pet i tor is a brother in 
Christ. Yet it should not mat ter whether
or not he is a brother in Christ be cause
the atti tude of the heart is still sin ful.

Even if we may not do any thing to
harm the other, if our de sire is not for his
good but ours, then we are act ing
unscripturally: 

Let there be noth ing done through
strife or self-conceit, but in hu mil ity
of mind let each es teem oth ers better 
than them selves.

Do not ev ery man look on his own 
things, but ev ery man also on the
things of oth ers.

Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Je sus. (Philippians 2:3-5)

If our hearts are truly trust ing God
then we will not wage warfare to gain ad -
van tage over others. Sadly, such war fare
is found even be tween min is tries that
claim to be serv ing the same Lord (who is
sup posed to be the min is ters’ ex am ple of
hu mil ity).

Is our trust in earthly things, or in heav -
enly things? Are we swayed to the point of 
fear be cause of the eco nomic and po lit i -
cal news? Are we wor ried about our next
pres i dent, fear ing that his pol i cies will
neg a tively im pact our way of life?

If so, then we are for get ting that God
rules in the af fairs of men and de cides
who will be in au thor ity over us. (Dan iel
4:17)

We are told to honor all au thor ity,
even that of Sa tan and his ser vants
among men who gov ern our nation: 

Put them in mind to be subject to
prin ci pal i ties and pow ers; to obey
mag is trates; to be ready for ev ery
good work; to speak evil of no man;
to be no brawl ers, but gen tle, show -
ing all hu mil ity to all men.

For we our selves were also some -
times fool ish, dis obe di ent, de ceived,
serv ing di verse lusts and plea sures, liv -
ing in mal ice and envy, hate ful, and
hat ing one an other. But af ter the
kind ness and love of God our Sav ior
toward man ap peared, He saved us—
not by works of righ teous ness which
we have done, but ac cord ing to His
mercy—through the wash ing of re gen -

era tion, and re new ing by the Holy
Spirit whom He shed on us abun -
dantly through Je sus Christ our Sav -
ior, so that be ing jus ti fied by His grace 
we would be made heirs ac cord ing to
the hope of eter nal life. (Ti tus 3:1-7)

Should we honor even Sa tan’s au thor -
ity? Well, are we better than the Arch an -
gel Mi chael who, when con tend ing for
the body of Mo ses dared not bring a rail -
ing ac cu sa tion, but merely said, “The
Lord re buke you” (Jude 1:9)?

Consider how Jude speaks about those
who de spise au thor ity: 

Like wise also, these filthy dream -
ers de file the flesh, de spise au thor ity, 
and blas pheme the Glory.

Yet Mi chael the arch an gel, when
con tend ing with the devil, dis put ing
about the body of Mo ses, dared not
bring against him a rail ing ac cu sa tion, 
but said, “The Lord re buke you.”

But these re vile those things of
which they know noth ing. But they
cor rupt them selves in those things
they know nat u rally, as brute beasts.

Woe to them! For they have gone
the way of Cain, and have run greed ily
af ter the er ror of Balaam for re ward,
and per ished in the dis obe di ence of
Korah.

These are spots in your feasts of
char ity when they eat with you, feed -
ing them selves with out fear. They are
clouds without wa ter, car ried around
by winds; trees whose fruit with ers;
without fruit; twice dead; plucked up
by the roots; rag ing waves of the sea
foaming out their own shame; wan -
der ing stars to whom the black ness of
darkness is re served for ever.

And Enoch also, the sev enth from
Adam, proph e sied of these, say ing,
“Look! The Lord co mes with ten
thou sand of his saints to exe cute
judg ment upon all, and to convince
all that are ungodly among them of
all their un godly deeds which they
have un godly com mit ted, and of all
their hard words which un godly sin -
ners have spo ken against Him.

These are murmurers, com plain ers,
walk ing af ter their own lusts, andtheir 
mouths speak great swell ing words,
hav ing men’s per sons in ad mi ra tion
because of ad van tage. (Jude 1:8-16)

What causes us to rail against un godly
earthly au thor i ties but lack of faith in
God who es tab lished those au thor i ties?

I’ll be the first to ad mit that it galls me
to have to en dure their evil and mind less
de crees. I have to con tin u ally re mind my -
self that they are God’s emis sar ies who do 
His will even with out their own knowl -
edge and un der stand ing. But for true be -
liev ers who claim that the Word of God
is their fi nal au thor ity we have no choice
but to re spect them. Ei ther that or we are
de fy ing God’s will.

We may kick against the goads, but the
goads are from God. The bad news re -
gard ing pol i tics and eco nom ics should
roll off our backs as we trust our heavenly
Fa ther with our wellbeing.

Are we not con fi dent that He will bring
about all things for our good? Do we not
rec og nize that His judg ment upon the
world is found in these things? If so, then
we must know that they will only get worse 
un til Je sus re turns to set things right.

Per haps it’s time for us to re turn to the
stat ure of chil dren when we were not at
all con cerned about the things of the
world. Pol i tics and eco nom ics were bor -
ing to us then. We had no cares be cause
we trusted those who loved us.

Dur ing this time of eco nomic un cer -
tainty, let us trust the One who loves us
more than did our earthly par ents.

This is not a “Polly anna” at ti tude. Cer -
tainly we should take note of the things
that are hap pen ing around us. But we
should not worry or be in fear for our -
selves. Rather, we should be in fear for
oth ers who do not know the One who of -
fers com fort in the storms of life. 

And when He had en tered into a
ship His dis ci ples fol lowed Him.
And, be hold, there arose a great tem -
pest in the sea, in so much that the
ship was cov ered with the waves. But
He was asleep.

And His dis ci ples came to Him
and awoke Him, say ing, “Lord, save
us; we per ish!”

And He said to them, “Why are
you fear ful, O you of lit tle faith?”

Then He arose and re buked the
winds and the sea, and there was a
great calm.  (Mat thew 8:23-26)

It is my hope that I will not be ad mon -
ished as one who is of lit tle faith.v
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