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This novel reads like a true story
that could be re counted by an in -
ti mate friend. Mac’s life is shat -

tered by a tragic event which oc curs in a 
wood land shack. He falls into a deep
de pres sion and be gins to ques tion his
lim ited and es tranged rela tion ship with 
God. Af ter sev eral years of suf fer ing
Mac re ceives a cryp tic note: “Mac ken zie, 
It’s been a while. I’ve missed you. I’ll be
at the shack next week end if you want
to get to gether. Papa” (Papa is the af fec -

tion ate name Mac’s wife uses to ad dress 
God). He trav els to the wood land cabin 
and there, ex pe ri ences an other-worldly 
phenomenon.

Mac, and by ex ten sion the reader, en -
coun ters rep re sen ta tions of God (the
Fa ther?) as a large, beam ing black
woman named Papa, the Holy Spirit as
a some what ethe real, small Asian woman
named Sarayu, and Je sus as a Mid dle
East ern man dressed like a la borer with
tool belt and gloves. The ex pla na tion
for these char ac ter iza tions co mes from
Papa: “For me to ap pear to you as a
woman and sug gest that you call me
Papa is sim ply to mix met a phors to help
you keep from fall ing back into your re li -
gious con di tion ing.” 

This is blas phemy. Our im age of God 
is not “con di tioned” by some re li gious
sys tem, but founded on the Bi ble
where, by His choice, God re vealed
Him self to man kind as The Fa ther, The 
Son and The Holy Spirit, all in mas cu -
line terms. It is a char ac ter is tic of New
Age phi los o phy to rep resent God as a
fe male. And this book abounds in New
Age phi los o phy.

It is trou bling for a true be liever in
Jesus to read the aberrant the ol ogy
com ing from this made-up god.

MORE THAN ONE WAY TO GOD?
The Shack’s “Je sus” states, “Those

who love me come from ev ery sys tem
that ex ists. They were Bud dhists or
Mor mons, Bap tists or Mus lims, Demo -
crats, Repub li cans and many who don’t 

vote or are not part of any Sunday morn -
ing or re ligious in sti tu tions.…I have no
de sire to make them Chris tian.”

This is fol lowed by “Je sus’” de nial
that this nec es sar ily means “all roads
lead to him.” In stead he states, “I will
travel any road to find you.” The path is 
re versed so that rather than man hav ing 
to find the true way to God, Je sus is al -
ready in all religious sys tems and won’t
draw any one out of them to be Chris -
tians. Ul ti mately this effec tively means
there is more than one way to God. It’s
just a more sub tle way to say it, and im -
plies that Je sus is in any religion one
chooses.

PANTHEISM
In The Shack, “Je sus” also says, “God,

who is the ground of all be ing, dwells
in, around, and through all things.”
The Bi ble teaches that God, through Je -
sus, cre ated all things, not that He in -
dwells all things. This is Pan the ism; it is 
not bib li cal truth.

UNIVERSALISM
Mac is asked by a fe male char ac ter

rep re sent ing God’s Wis dom to be the
judge and choose which two of Mac’s
five chil dren will spend eter nity with
God and which three will spend eter -
nity in hell. Of course, as a lov ing fa ther 
Mac can’t make such a de ci sion and in -
stead of fers him self as a sub sti tute.
“Now you sound like Je sus. You have
judged well…you have judged them
wor thy of love, even if it costs you ev ery -
thing.” 

This makes Mac’s of fer the same as
Christ’s sac ri fice. While both ac tions
would be done in love, Mac’s so lu tion
does not in clude judg ment of his chil -
dren, but only a means for ALL of them 
to be with God for eter nity (uni ver sal -
ism). In truth, Christ’s sac ri fice is in
con nec tion with judg ment, and many
will be found with out faith, un wor thy of 
Heaven, and des tined to spend eter nity
in the lake of fire.

HINDU INFLUENCES
The name of Young’s “Holy Spirit,”

Sarayu, is found in Hindu my thol ogy.
Ac cord ing to the Hindu  epic, the
Ramayama, the banks of the Sarayu
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River in In dia is where Rama, the sev -
enth Av a tar of Vishnu was born. He is
said to have im mersed him self in the
Sarayu in or der to re turn to his real,
eter nal Mahavishnu (an as pect of the
Hindu god Vishnu) form when he re -
tired from the throne of the Kosala
kingdom.

“Sarayu” means “wind” or “breath.”
Hence the rea son Sarayu in The Shack
rep re sents the Holy Spirit. The Greek
word for spirit in the New Tes ta ment is
pneuma, which can also be trans lated
“wind” or “breath.”

Young ob vi ously has some fa mil iar ity 
with Hindu ism to use this name in this
man ner.

ANOTHER GOSPEL

Just as great an er ror found in this
sce nario is the im pli cation that man -
kind is wor thy for Je sus to have come
and died for our sins. To say that man is 
wor thy of the sac ri fice of Je sus de means 
that sac ri fice. By def i ni tion a sac ri fice
for sin is some thing made for that
which is un wor thy. Scrip ture tells us
that with out Christ man is an en emy of

God. This means that man is not wor -
thy of Christ’s sac ri fice. 

And you, who were once alien ated 
and en e mies in your mind by wicked
works, yet now He has rec on ciled in
the body of His flesh through death
to pres ent you holy and unblameable 
and unreproveable in His sight if you 
continue grounded and set tled in the
faith, and are not moved away from
the hope of the Gos pel which you have
heard, and which was pro claimed to
every crea ture that is un der Heaven,
of which I, Paul, am made a minis ter. 
(Colossians 1:21-23)

The Gos pel that Paul pro claimed is
the only Gos pel from God:

I mar vel that you are so quickly re -
moved to an other gos pel (which is not
an other) away from Him who called
you into the grace of Christ. But there
are some who trou ble you and would
per vert the Gospel of Christ.

But though we, or an an gel from
Heaven, pro claim any other gos pel
to you than that which we have pro -
claimed to you, let him be ac cursed.

As we said be fore, so I now again say, 
if any man pro claims any other gos pel
to you than that you have re ceived,
let him be ac cursed. (Galatians 1:6-9)

The Shack is an other gos pel. One
would ex pect to find it in sec u lar book -
stores, or even Mor mon book stores.
Sadly, it is a bestseller in Chris tian
book stores. Chris tians en am ored by its
mes sage jus tify it as “just fic tion.” “Why 
get up set?”

Granted, The Shack is a well-crafted work, 
beau ti fully writ ten with stir ring word pic -
tures that draw the reader into a world of
rev e la tions and vi car i ous ex pe ri ences
pleas ing to the emo tions. I can un der -
stand why this be guil ing story would be
ap peal ing even to true be liev ers. But it
still com pro mises God’s Word.

Since read ing it, I have been led by
the Holy Spirit to pray for the pro tec -
tion of the un dis cern ing who might
give the au thor a pass be cause the book
is fic tion.

A well-worn family say ing co mes to
mind: “Just be cause you can do
something well does n’t mean it should
be done.”v
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