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THIS PRESENT DARKNESS
SPIRITUAL WARFARE - FACT OR FANTASY?
by Albert James Dager

he residents of the sleepy college
town of Ashton, comfortable in their
middle American lifestyle, had no
idea that their community was about to
playa significant role in the ages-old battle
between the forces of good and evil. A
malevolent storm was brewing in the
nether regions--a storm that would challenge the mightiest of God's angels in their
task to preserve the earth from satanic conquest. And the people of Ashton were to
play the major role in equipping His angels
with the power they would need to meet
that challenge.
Author Frank E. Peretti weaves tales of
suspense tempered with humor in his
books, This Present Darkness and Piercing
the Darkness, both of which have remained
"mong the top ten best-selling Christian
books, the former since 1988 and the latter
since 1989.
Peretti's first of the two, This PresenJ
Darkness, sat on bookstore shelves virtual-

T

ly unnoticed for two years. In 1988 it took
off, due largely to word-of-mouth promotion among various dominionist -oriented
people. They saw in This Present Darkness
something that they perceived to be new
and of great importance in their own stuggles against evil. Before long, both Darkness books attained cult status among
Christians holding many diverse theological expressions. It has remained a staple
among dominionists--those who believe
that the Church has received a mandate
from God to rule the nat;,ons before Jesus
returns. (Some deny He will ever return, so
it is up to the Church to wage the spiritual
warfare necessary to implement the
dominionist mandate.)
Peretti's books present a concept of
prayer as a means to influence the spirit
realm directIy-especialIy God's angels.
His wes braid stories of human struggles
with those of warfare between God's angels and Satan's minions. Demon spirits,
dark, sinister, fierce in their antagonism
against God and man, gather in brooding
clouds of evil discernible only to other
spirits in their realm: God's angels strategically planted to offset this attack here, that
countermove there.

Flailing with swords against forces
vastly superior in number, God's angels
take their share of blows. A broken wing,
a deep gash in the body, pain from countless injuries incurred during moments of
lull in the earthmen's prayer lives. But with
every prayer come new surges of strength,
equipping the angels with the ability to
stand against the strongest demons.
On the other side, lesser demons are
terrorized by their superiors, kicked into
submission, ridiculed, and abased at every
turn. Tiny demons disappear into puffs of
smoke, if not at the hands of God's angels,
then at the behest of their superiors displeased with their lack of performance.

In the end, the Christians win the day,
along with a lot of souls, and keep their
commuuities free from control by Satan.
Peretti's wes are absorbing and fun to
read. They may even be described as positively inspiring. But lest readers get carried
away by the romance of the brand of
spiritual warfare Peretti offers, they should
realize that these books are merely fantasy.
The concepts of spiritual warfare and the
spirit realm they reflect are not accurate or
biblically based. If we are really going to
learn about spiritual warfare we should
approach it from the standpoint of reality
rather than fantasy.
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All we know about the spirit realm is
what Scripture reveals. Anything beyond
that is conjecture. When we ficiionalire
reality we have a novel. When we fictionalize conjecture we have fantasy. And that
is what we have in Peretti's books: fantasy.
And if taken as an accurate portrayal of
spiritual warfare, it could prove harmful.
An example of Peretti's fantasy-based
spiritual warfare is the use of the all-toocommon phrase, "I rebuke you, Satan,"
which has become a staple during some
Christians' prayer time. Let's consider this
approach from the standpoint of reality.
Satan is not omnipresent. He is in a
specific locale, most likely the heavenlies,
working under the permission of God to
test the hearts of men (Job 1:6-12; 2:1-6).
So he probably doesn't even hear our
rebukes. We see from these same verses
that he is an angel, a "son of God," who
rebelled and drew others from God.
There is no doubt that Satan's forces are
organized into principalities and powers
(Ephesians 6: 10-12), probably of varied
strengtl.s. But there is no evidence that they
fight among themselves. Jesus' words in
Matthew 12:20-28 indicate otherwise. The
best that can be said of Peretti's depiction
of infighting among dewons is tllat it is
amusing conjecture.
As far as the levels of satanic dominion
are concerned we are told only that there
was a prince of Persia whom an angel
(commonly believed to be Gabriel, but
possibly the preincamate Word of God
[Daniel 10:5-6]) fought with the aid of
Michael in order to make room for the
coming prince of Grecia (Daniel 10:1220). Notice from these verses that God's
angels did not eliminate evil government,
but merely worked to replace one with
another according to God's will.

