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One of the most disputed issues in the Body of Christ is that
of physical and emotional healing. Some believe that the gift of
healing, as well as all the gifts of the Holy Spirit, ceased when
the last of the Lord’s original twelve apostles died. Others insist
that the gifts of the Spirit are still operative, and that healing is
in the Lord’s atonement for our sins; every believer should be
able to heal others. Still others believe that the Lord heals today,
that the gifts of the Spirit are still operative, but that healing is
not guaranteed to all believers at all times.

There are many variations on these basic themes. What is
lacking in most teaching is a
strict appeal to God’s Word.
Rather, like most religious be-
liefs, we hear what teachers
have learned from others with-
in their particular theological
circles, whether at churches or
religious institutions of learn-
ing such as Bible colleges and
seminaries. Often, Scripture
passages are taken out of con-
text or misapplied in order to
“prove” that a religious theory
is true. This is true on all sides
of the healing issue.

In view of the truth that not
all believers are healed, nor are all for whom believers pray
healed, the question arises for those who believe in healing,
“Why not?” Is it a lack of faith on the part of the sick person?
Or lack of faith on the part of those who pray for him? Or is it
neither? Perhaps it’s just that God, in His sovereignty, decides
who He wishes to heal at any given time.

But God’s sovereignty is little considered among those who
insist that healing should be automatic because Christ bore our
sicknesses and diseases on the cross. But if that were true,
believers should never get sick at all; we should be able to bypass
the healing process and our bodies should always be in perfect
health. For that matter, they should not die. Death, after all, is
the consequence of sin.

There are those who believe that someday believers will
become perfected, no longer subject to sinning, and will put on
immortality, never to see death. This is a basic tenet of the
Manifested Sons of God teaching that came out of the Latter-
Rain Movement of the 1940s, and prevails even today among
many Pentecostals. In the meantime, although many Pentecos-
tals do not follow belief in healing to that degree, healing has
become the focal point of many Christians, particularly among
those of the Pentecostal and charismatic persuasions.

There are even “schools” for learning how to heal others,
and “healing centers” where people are encouraged to go for

healing. These grew out of the
so-called Signs and Wonders
Movement that was largely in-
stigated by the late John Wim-
ber and his Vineyard
Movement in the 1970s. (For
an in-depth analysis of John
Wimber and the Vineyard
Movement, see our special re-
port, The Vineyard: History,
Teachings & Practices.)

But even before Wimber
there were from the turn of the
20th century, and particularly in
the 1940s and 50s, men like
Franklin Hall, William Bra-

nham, Oral Roberts, A.A. Allen, Rex Humbard, Kathryn Kuhl-
man and others who, claiming to have the gift of healing, held
“healing meetings” in tents, auditoriums and church buildings.
They have been followed of late by the likes of Benny Hinn,
R.W. Shambach, and a slew of other “healers” that came out of
the aberrant Kansas City Fellowship (KCF), “The Brownsville
Revival,” “The Toronto Blessing,” and others. Through all the
hype and hoopla, there is scant evidence of any genuine healing.
All we really have are anecdotal “testimonies” that have no
medical basis in fact. With the billions of dollars given to
myriad “healing ministries” over the past 100 years or so, why is
there no solid evidence of consistent healing resulting from
those operations?  (Continued on page 3)

By Albert James Dager

WHY DOESN’T GOD HEAL?
CAN CHRISTIANS LEARN HOW TO HEAL?
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Media Spotlight is a ministry to the Body
of Christ, bringing understanding of the ways
in which the world shapes our thinking and
lifestyles through the influence of the mass
communications media.

God’s Word exhorts, “buy the truth and
do not sell it” (Prov. 23:23). Therefore we do
not sell Media Spotlight. Begun in 1977,
Media Spotlight was the first ministry on a
national scale to address the ungodly nature
of the secular media—motion pictures, tele-
vision, toys, games and myriad other things
that contribute to Christians living no differ-
ently than the rest of the world.

The mass media have impacted the Body
of Christ as much as they have society. Many
Christians are so dependent upon the media
that they aren’t aware of how lukewarm they
have become. We have many testimonials
from readers who tell us that, because of
Media Spotlight, they have become aware of
the effect the media have on their thinking,
and are now more selective in their choices.

But the problem of ungodliness is not
exclusive to the secular media. Of major
concern are the religious media that present
messages contrary to God’s Word. Media
Spotlight addresses the impact that religious
teachers have upon believers in Christ,
whether for good or for evil.

It has escaped the understanding of many
Christians that what they believe is more
often shaped by the teachings and traditions
of religious men and institutions than by
Scripture. Most teachers in the institutional
churches rely more upon their theological
disciplines than on the pure Word of God.
Yet the wisdom of the world is no substitute
for God’s Word, even if offered from the
pulpit or in the Christian media.

Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:24 that in the
last days false christs and false prophets
would arise and would show great signs and
wonders, “so that, if possible, they will
deceive the very elect.” He also states in
Matthew 24:12 that in the last days the love
of many toward Him would grow cold
because evil would increase in the world. If
we believe Him, then we would be foolish
not to guard ourselves against deception.
There is little time to waste in the short span
of life granted us by God. We must choose
today whom we will serve.v

Scripture quotations in Media Spotlight are from the
King James Version of the Bible, rephrased in modern U.S.
English unless otherwise stated.

A PERSONAL NOTE
COPYRIGHT ©2014, MEDIA SPOTLIGHT

WHY MEDIA SPOTLIGHT? Dear Friends,

We received word from our printer last month
that they were going out of business, and we’ve
had to find another printer to replace them. Dur-
ing the past 26 years, they gave us excellent service,
and we had a great working relationship with
them. Due to increased costs of operation, and the

huge investment they would have had to make to replace their aging equip-
ment in order to remain competitive, the owners decided to close shop.

We requested quotes from a number of other printing companies that
could handle our printing and mailing needs. Specifically, we need a printer
that uses web presses as opposed to sheet-fed presses. Web presses print on a
large roll of paper, and include the folding and binding operations automati-
cally. Sheet-fed presses offer slightly better quality, but are much more expen-
sive due to the need to print, fold and bind in separate operations. There are
not a lot of choices of web printers, and quotes from most of the ones we
contacted were considerably higher than what we’ve been paying—some more
than double the cost. Two offered to come as close to what we had been
paying, but we are still looking at an increase of about 30%. One way to help
cut costs was to eliminate the wrapper and revert to our original way of
printing, which is what you hold in your hands. Even so, our costs are still
higher than before. But we trust the Lord to provide. Please let us know if your
copy does not arrive in good condition.

We’ve just had our first snow of the season here in Sequim—about three
inches. Our previous home in Sammamish, Washington, received about six
inches. We are blessed to live in a small town with weather that is much more
pleasant than most of Washington state.

Sequim sits between the Olympic Mountains and the Strait of Juan de
Fuca, across from Victoria, British Columbia. We receive about 17 inches of
rain per year, compared with an average of almost 40 inches throughout the
rest of the state. This is due to the rain shadow effect from the Olympic
Mountains. The weather coming from the Pacific Ocean breaks up as it crosses
over the mountains, and then converges on the mainland, often leaving an
opening of blue skies and puffy clouds over Sequim. Fifteen miles to the east
and west of us the climate is considerably wetter.

We went to press with this issue before the release of the much-publicized
quasi-biblical epic, Exodus: Gods and Kings, so we hope to have a review posted
on our website after its release in theaters, in case you are interested.

We don’t expect it to be true to the Word of God any more than all other
Hollywood extravaganzas based on the Bible, including the TV series The Bible,
and its spinoff movie Son of God.

In closing, we covet your prayers that our relationship with our new printer
will be blessed by our heavenly Father. Our grateful thanks to those of you who
have continued to support us with your prayers and gifts.

In Jesus’ love,

Al and Jean
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That there have been some healings, I would not deny. But
I have Christian Science books that also tell of miraculous
healings through mind science—many of which rival the best
that have been told by these “Christian healing ministries.”

Even John Wimber, who believed that all Christians should
be doing the same “stuff” Jesus did, and who insisted that
healing should be normal to the Christian life, was dismayed at
the utter failure to bring this about. Yet his vision is carried on
today by charismatics and Pentecostals who follow after signs
and wonders, ever seeking but never coming to a knowledge of
the truth in these matters. Not even the overall abject failure to
consistently effect healing deters them from trying very hard to
make things happen. Methodologies to effect healing in partic-
ular are still employed by those bent on seeing God “move.” Are
these legitimate works of God? Or are they man’s attempts to
duplicate the works of God?

To begin, Scripture must form the exclusive basis for under-
standing truth. What Scripture says about healing is all we can
believe unequivocally. Whatever is taught about healing outside
of Scripture must not be believed or practiced lest we find
ourselves engaging in unscriptural methods of mind science,
witchcraft and other occult methodologies. If we think that
Satan cannot duplicate or mimic the gifts of the Spirit in order
to deceive and lead us away from God’s truth we are naïve and
in danger of falling into a spiritual trap. Thus, sola scriptura must
be our motto above what people claim or even what we witness
with our own eyes. Because we see someone healed by a particu-
lar method does not mean that method is of God. Nor are there
any methods guaranteed to produce healing. Even Jesus healed
different people in different ways.

Let us not forget the Lord’s warning:
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter into

the Kingdom of Heaven, but he who does the will of my Father
who is in Heaven. Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord,
have we not prophesied in Your name, and in Your name have
cast out devils, and in Your name done many wonderful works?’

“And then I will say to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from
Me, you who work wickedness.’” (Matthew 7:21-23)

The Lord won’t tell them, “You never really did these things;
you faked them.” He won’t deny that they had done these
wonderful works, or that they did them in His name. He will
expose them for the false teachers they are, using His name to
lead people astray for any number of reasons, not the least of
which is filthy lucre. These are they who make merchandise of
God’s people (2 Peter 2:1-3), selling their services for seed faith
offerings, selling books, anointing oil, and other paraphernalia

at inflated prices to grab the gullible. Some sell a few ounces of
“anointing oil” for what one could pay for a large bottle of olive
oil in the grocery store. These things are no different than the
Catholic Church’s “holy water,” with which Catholics bless
themselves while making the Sign of the Cross over their bod-
ies. It’s all snake oil and superstition formulated by false teach-
ers, none of which is scriptural.

Today we see such false teachers drawing huge crowds of
desperate people hungry for a touch from God, promising that
if they have faith and will sow a “seed faith gift” into these
people’s “ministries” they will be healed. Many leave the large
gathering still broken in body and mind (and pocketbook),
convinced that their faith was insufficient for them to be healed,
rather than understanding that those to whom they gave ear
have misused Scripture to lead them astray.

Great claims are made of past “miracles”—people having
been raised from the dead, people receiving new body parts,
spectacular claims that, for some reason, these people cannot
document, and to which no one outside of their own organiza-
tion can attest.

Yet we cannot say that no one is ever healed by these people;
the Lord said many will come to Him saying they did these
things and, again, He won’t deny that they did. For any number
of reasons, people seem to get healed even with the use of
unbiblical methods. But unbiblical methods are not of the
Lord; they are strange fire lit by the fallen imagination of men.

So how can we know if a healing is truly from God and not
a counterfeit of Satan, or even psychosomatic response?

To begin, we must consult Scripture to see through whom,
other than the Lord, the Holy Spirit truly worked to heal others.
So as we consult every Scripture reference to men healing
others, we must keep all things in context and determine wheth-
er or not healing is available through or to all believers at all
times. The first area we must consider is what authority the
Lord has dispensed to believers in Him. Do all believers have
full authority over all evil including sickness and disease? Or
does Scripture reveal something different?

The operative words are “authority,” “power,” and “might,”
because these are the words teachers use to impress upon their
adherents how they can do all the works that Jesus did, and even
more (John 14:12).

All Instances of Healing & Other Signs & Wonders
Matthew 10:1-15: And when He had called His twelve

disciples to Himself, He gave them power against unclean
spirits, to cast them out, and to heal all manner of sickness and
all manner of disease.…

Jesus sent these twelve forth, and commanded them, saying,
“Do not go the way of the Gentiles, and do not enter into any
city of the Samaritans. But rather, go to the lost sheep of the
house of Israel. And as you go, proclaim, ‘The Kingdom of
Heaven is near.’ Heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, raise the dead,
cast out devils; freely you have received, freely give. Get neither
gold, nor silver, nor brass in your pockets, nor wallets for your
journey, nor two coats, nor shoes, nor even staffs, for the
workman is worthy of his food. And into whatever city or town

(Continued on page 8)

(Continued from page 1)

HEALING
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Is America
becoming
desensitized to
beheadings?

AS THE INTERNET is used to display
the beheadings of American jour-
nalists and others by the Islamic

terror group ISIS, recent evidence suggests
that these violent acts are having less of an
impact on the psyches of Americans in general.

"Americans are unfortunately becoming desensitized to ISIS
beheadings, almost to the point of thinking, 'You see one,
you’ve seen 'em all,’” says Carole Lieberman, author of Coping
with Terrorism: Dreams Interrupted. “This is part of a deeper
problem. At the same time that there is an increasing number
of Americans being recruited to join ISIS, Americans are stick-
ing their heads further into the sand. In psychological terms, it
is called ‘cognitive dissonance.’”

Islamic terrorist acts against innocent American civilians
caught in the struggle over control of the Middle East is no
longer “breaking news.” As far back as 2004, the al-Qaeda leader
Abu Musab al-Zarqawi was responsible for the killing of Ameri-
cans Nick Berg, Owen Armstrong and Jack Hensley. That was
big news then, but Americans’ opinion of Islam remained about
the same in relation to how Islam was perceived as either a
violent or non-violent religion.

The chilling accounts graphically displayed in videos by ISIS,
showing the actual beheading of journalists James Foley on
August 19, and Stephen Sotloff on September 2, 2014, for a
time engendered enough shock and outrage across the nation
to change those opinions. A poll question from the Pew Re-
search Center asked, “Which statement is closer to your views,
even if neither is exactly right? The Islamic religion is more likely
to encourage violence, or does not encourage violence more.”
The percentage of Americans who believe Islam encourages
violence more rose for the first time ever after Sotloff’s behead-
ing by over 50 percent.

Even many Muslims were outraged that their religion was
being displayed in such a brutal fashion. But as the videos have
permeated television news reporting and the Internet (the latter
showing in some cases the actual beheadings), it appears as if the
element of shock is beginning to wear off, even as that percep-
tion remains.

Barna William Donovan, director of the Graduate Program
in Strategic Communication, Department of Communication
and Media Culture, at St. Peter's University in Jersey City, New
Jersey,  is reported in International Business Times as saying, “I
think American audiences are not so much desensitized to the
beheading videos, but after over a decade’s worth of war and
occupation in the Middle East, they have grown wary of how
much brutality terrorist groups are capable of and the way shock

and outrage can grow into knee-jerk support
for military action that can turn out to be
drawn out over years and bear great cost in
terms of lives and the country's resources.”

This would seem to indicate that ISIS is
hurting its cause by committing these hei-
nous acts and spreading the videos through-
out the world via the Internet. They have
given the U.S. government reason to esca-
late the war against terror by sending more
aid to ISIS’s enemies in the way of materials
and U.S. troop involvement.

COMMENTARY
ISIS’s goal is not so much to shock the

world, as it is to gain recruits from among the millions of Muslims
(including American converts to Islam) for its goal of world
conquest. ISIS doesn’t care if Americans are outraged, or if its
actions cause Americans to think of Islam as more likely to
encourage violence. It doesn’t care if the United States drives itself
deeper into debt and expends the life blood of its troops; Muslim
militants welcome not only the conflict, but death itself, believing
they will be well rewarded in Paradise as martyrs for Allah.

As for winning the war on terror, it will never happen. This
is not a war that can be won through military action no matter
how many troops and weapons America devotes to the cause. It
is a war of ideas, and its troops are fifth columnists who reside
as every-day citizens in countries all over the world, not the least
in the West. It is a faceless enemy, not only because its combat-
ants mask their faces with bandanas and wear no uniforms or
insignia, but because they meld into Muslim and even Western
society as normal citizens. It is a satanically inspired enemy of
mindless robots programmed by their Muslim masters to kill
anything they perceive as enemies of Allah. Many are recruited
from among western-born, non-Arab people within prisons,
universities and colleges in the West. The Soviet spy network
that looked every bit American in the United States during the
Cold War has nothing on the militant Islamic terror machine.

As for Americans becoming desensitized to Islamic violence,
that, too, works in the favor of militant Islam. It works to let
down the guard of Americans to the threat that Islam (even
peaceful Muslims) poses to the “American way of life.” The
more that militant Islam engages in its heinous acts of violence
against innocent civilians, the more the domestic Islamic propa-
ganda machine works to dispel any idea that Islam is a threat.
With the aid of non-Muslim dupes, we are told that Islam is the
victim, and that any thought, word or action against Islam, no
matter how truthful, is an “Islamophobic” knee-jerk reaction to
lies spread by Islam’s enemies.

Desensitization to Violence
Desensitization to violence in America should come as no

surprise to those who understand how the media thrive on
violence, not only in the news, but in entertainment. There was
a time when heroes who fought battles of “good vs. evil” did
nothing more than engage in fist fights and shoot-‘em-outs, with
no one on either side getting anything worse than a bullet in the
shoulder. Today, even the “heroes” are prone to extreme vio-
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lence. Blood and gore are graphically portrayed for amusement,
sometimes even with comedic banter. Sex and violence meld into
perverse actions that grace American living rooms on a daily basis.

Add to these the violence aimed at the minds of little
children through video games and “sword-and-sorcery” tales of
“good vs. evil,” with all the blood and gore as a daily diet, should
we wonder that the past few generations are becoming desensi-
tized to violence?

What is worse is that many Christians and their children are
steeped in that same violence for entertainment. Christian chil-
dren play the same violence-oriented video games that their
non-Christian friends play, sometimes interacting with one an-
other.

It’s lamentable that Christians as well as Americans in
general have become desensitized to gory violence.

Yes, most Christians are still shocked by the beheadings of
innocent people. But would they be as shocked at the behead-
ings of not-so-innocent people? ISIS has beheaded more Mus-
lims than anyone else with the possible exception of Christians.
Our greatest concern is for our brethren who are under persecu-
tion. But are we as concerned for the Muslims being beheaded
as we are for the American victims? Do we perceive people of
other cultures less worthy of our concern than we do those from
the West, and particularly from the United States, provided
they aren’t Christians, of course?

God’s Word tells us to love our enemies. Can we manage to
work up some love for others who, not even being our enemies,
are not as lovely as those within our own culture?

Let us not forget that our God does not wrap Himself in the
American flag. He is not on the side of any nation; He is
working to bring the Kingdom of Heaven into full manifestation
with the return of Christ to the earth. And He will do whatever
it takes, regardless of whether or not we work with Him.v

Info available on
insurance companies
that don’t cover abortion

THE GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY Office (GAO) has
found that 1,036 of Obamacare plans sold in 2012
include abortion on demand. But because the Obama

administration does not make information about abortion
coverage easily available, it has been left to individuals opposed
to abortion to ferret out for themselves which plans they would
choose. This is important because plans that offer elective
abortion include a hidden surcharge which is used to fund
abortion on demand.

Abortion in Obamacare (AIO), a service of Family Research
Council, and a joint project of Charlotte Lozier Institute, is
working to help people find insurance providers under Obama-
care that do not cover elective abortion. The website for AIO
offers an interactive map that allows visitors to click on their
state to see if there are plans that do not offer coverage for
elective abortions.

“Since the administration is not making information about
abortion coverage clearly available, we are doing our best to
scour the internet to get answers,” says AIO. “We are even
making contact with insurance companies to request informa-
tion about abortion coverage, and we are sharing our findings
with you as soon as we get them.”

A caveat is that the information on the site is severely limited
by the Obama administration’s failure to make abortion cover-
age information easily available.

The interactive map delineates in green the states that have
opted out of elective abortion coverage entirely. These include
Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Indiana, Kansas,
Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, Nebras-
ka, North Carolina, North Dakota, Ohio, Oklahoma, Pennsyl-
vania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Utah,
Virginia and Wisconsin.

Abortion in Obamacare is not a Christian site, nor is Char-
lotte Lozier Institute, founded in 2011, named after Dr. Char-
lotte Denman Lozier (1844-1870), a physician, early feminist
and contemporary of Susan B. Anthony. The Charlotte Lozier
Institute states on its website:

The goal of the Charlotte Lozier Institute is to
promote deeper public understanding of the value of
human life, motherhood, and fatherhood, and to identify
policies and practices that will protect life and serve both
women’s health and family well-being.   Our profound
conviction is that the insights available through the best
science, sociology and psychology cannot help but dem-
onstrate that each and every human is not only “fearfully
and wonderfully made” but blessed to be born at this time
in human history.

We desire and seek that the benefits of modern
medicine and the wealth of nations be put to the service
of human life and that the scourges of abortion, physical
disease, euthanasia and human exploitation will be
diminished and ultimately overcome.  Our intention is
to work closely with the full array of existing groups
dedicated to parallel purposes—to provide them with
information of the highest quality that will assist them in
their tasks of public advocacy, legal argument, and social
action.  We will do so while remaining faithful to the best
methodologies and standards, inviting and accepting
debate in the pursuit of our goals so that our work earns
the highest degree of public trust and respect.

Although AIO and CLI are not Christian organizations,
they may be good sources for believers to check on where to
look for health insurance. AIO notes that the 2015 Obamacare
Open Enrollment Period started November 15, 2014, and will
continue through February 15, 2015, and that during this time
Americans can sign up for Obamacare plans and many will
receive taxpayer-funded subsidies to help pay for those plans.

As much as we have opposed the insanity and unconstitu-
tionality of Obamacare, for many Americans now, including
many Christians, there is no choice but to enroll or face stiff
penalties. At least AIO offers an opportunity for right-thinking
people to opt out of having to subsidize abortion.v
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Muslims hold Jumu’ah
at National Cathedral

Muslims pray to Allah; no one prays to
Yaweh or Yehoshua

ON FRIDAY, NOVEMBER, 14, 2014, “a day that will live
in infamy,” America’s only sanctioned place of wor-
ship, the National Cathedral, hosted the Friday call to

prayer for specially-invited Muslims. This prompted an outcry
from Christians concerned that a church would allow Muslims
to pray to a false god in a house dedicated to the true God of
the Bible. For many Christians, this came as a surprise.

But why should it? For years, now, Muslims have been
invited to pray to Allah and “dialogue” with Christians in their
churches. Those churches range from mainstream Protestant to
evangelical. In every instance, Christians remain silent at best,
or join in extolling the virtues of Islam and condemning actions
against Islam that occurred centuries ago by alleged Christians
(read the Holy Roman Empire). Nothing is ever said to remind
us of Islam’s conquests that resulted in the slaughter of Chris-
tians, Jews and pagans by Muslims as they established the
Ottoman Empire throughout the West, Africa and the Middle
East. Islam has always lived by the sword, yet Satan has beguiled
Christians into a guilt trip for daring to oppose that sword, even
if only in words.

That guilt trip is largely responsible for this quasi-ecumenical
event that is not as much an ecumenical outreach as it is a
propaganda platform for Islam. Now, the United States’ Nation-
al Cathedral has taken center stage in that propaganda campaign.

The Jumu’ah (Friday prayers) was the product of collabora-
tion between the National Cathedral’s Canon Gina Gilland
Campbell and South African Ambassador to the United States,
Ebrahim Rasool. According to Ecumenical News, The idea for
the service came after Campbell and Rasool organized an inter-
faith memorial service for the late Nelson Mandela last year.

The Jumu’ah was held with the support of Muslim leaders
from the All Dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAMS), Masjid
Muhammad (the Nation's Mosque), the Council on American-
Islamic Relations (CAIR), the Islamic Society of North America
(ISNA), and the Muslim Public Affairs Council (MPAC).

It was not truly ecumenical in the sense that the only god to
whom anyone prayed was the Muslim god Allah. The only
mention of Jesus was by Muslim speakers, and that was in
reference to Him as a prophet of Allah, inferior to Mohammed.

Protests by Christians against the Jumu’ah at the National
Cathedral have rightly pointed out that one invocation of the
Qur’an by Rasool masked Islam’s underlying anti-Semitism. In
quoting the Qur’an’s sura 5:82, Rasool schmoozed his Chris-
tian admirers:

We gather for the remembrance of god in response to
the call of the Adhan [Muslim call to prayer] that was
sounded in a Christian cathedral. We respond to the
kindness of the Episcopalian Church and to the energy
and the vision of the Reverend Canon Gina Campbell,
who is grounded in her own faith, committed to her own
religion, but filled with sensitivity for all people of all faiths.

These are Christians about whom the Qujr’an says,
“And nearest to the believers in love you will find in those
who say, ‘We are Christians.’ Amongst them are those
devoted to learning, renouncing the world, and they are
not arrogant.”

Rasool conveniently omitted the portion of that sura prior
to those words, while paraphrasing the portion about Chris-
tians. The entire sura in a reliable translation reads:

You will surely find the most intense of the people in
animosity toward the believers [to be] the Jews and those
who associate others with Allah; and you will find the
nearest of them in affection to the believers those who
say, "We are Christians." That is because among them are
priests and monks and because they are not arrogant.

Almost from the beginning, the Qur’an has pronounced
anathema against the Jews and pagans (“those who associate
others with Allah”), not merely as unworthy of fellowship, but
worthy of death at the hands of Muslims. Although many
Christians condemn this attitude toward the Jews, we must also
condemn that attitude toward pagans.

In viewing the entire ceremony at the National Cathedral,
we found that the only suras quoted were the early suras, such
as the above, written when Mohammed was trying to convert
Christians to Islam and had not found too much opposition
from them. But as he saw his attempts to convert Christians, in
time his suras became much more antagonistic toward them as
reflected in his later suras. The later suras reflect Allah’s change
of mind, and they supersede the earlier suras. There are many
suras that condemn Christians as well as Jews who reject Islam—
both of whom the Qur’an calls the “People of the Book” (the
Bible). One example follows:

Sura 98:6: Those who reject (Truth), among the People
of the Book and among the Polytheists [pagans], will be
in Hell-Fire, to dwell therein (for aye), They are the worst
of creatures.

There are suras that call for death to unbelievers, which
includes “People of the Book” who reject Islam.

All this said, let us look at some of the statements by Rasool
and others during the Jumu’ah at the National Cathedral.
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Many may be surprised to learn that the Muslim speakers

extolled the American virtue of religious freedom and, speaking
kindly of both Christians and Jews, gave examples of how
Muslims have hosted Christian and Jewish services in some
mosques. One in particular, Rizwan Jaka, board member of the
Islamic Society of North America, and chairman of the board of
the All-Dulles Area Muslim Society, stated:

Also, I want to remind us as we strive for religious
freedom, this Friday, November 21st, is an event that the
Muslim community is partnering with the Christian
community in the Vienna Presbyterian Church to help
support better Christian-Muslim relations in Pakistan,
along with the many traditions that we have done to help
rebuild churches in Pakistan. We have seen many
mosques around the country in the United States of
America welcome people of all faiths. And mosques have
held inter-faith events all around the country.

We have seen an example where the All-Dulles Area
Muslim Society hosts Jewish Passover Seders several
times. We have seen a mosque in California host a
Christian Easter worship service when the church was not
available. A mosque in Brooklyn was hosting a synagogue
in New York, and they showed that, again, that religious
relationship and partnership. Mujid Muhammed (sp), the
nation’s mosque located here in Washington, D.C., the
first community mosque in the Washington, D.C., area
is a founder and sponsor of the inter-faith conference in
metropolitan Washington, and welcomes visitors from
around the world and the United States of America.

We also have examples in the international commu-
nity where the king of Jordan gave land to a Christian
denomination to build churches at the baptism site of
Jesus. We have seen leaders—Muslim leaders—of Dubai
founding the Saint Mary’s Catholic Church in Dubai.

These are just a few examples of the religious freedom
and harmony, and the example and the message that we
will hear today.

Haris Tarin, national director of the Muslim Public Affairs
Council (MPAC), expressed condemnation of Islamic extrem-
ism, particularly that of ISIS and its atrocities:

The actions of groups like ISIS against minority groups,
including Christian minorities and Christian communities
in biblical lands, and their actions against women, have
shocked the conscience of the world. We can either choose
to react to those challenges with contempt  towards each
other, and focus on our differences, or come together as the
faithful ought to, [Only Muslims are faithful.] to find the best
in each other, and the best in our persons and our traditions.

The opening remarks were given by an unnamed Muslim
leader who stated:

This reminds us that we must continue to advocate
for religious freedom and human rights for Christians
and other minorities in Muslim-majority countries. The
work of the Islamic Society of North America has made
it a priority for many years coordinating with interna-

tional scholars and public leaders around the world to
educate and advocate for religious freedom for minorities
in Muslim-majority countries.

I also remind us that we reaffirm the Islamic position
on condemnation of terrorism, and condemnation of
violent extremism. We pray for peace and the safety of
America and all inhabitants around the world.

In spite of these nice-sounding platitudes, one must ques-
tion why these people would have anything to do with CAIR
when that organization supports Islamic terrorism, including
the Muslim Brotherhood. CAIR has even recently been named
a terrorist group by the United Arab Emirates.

Is it possible that these peacenik platitudes are lies in disguise?
That is not a rhetorical question. Muslims may lie and

deceive non-Muslims, even to the point of contradicting Islam’s
“holy” book, if the projected outcome is the advance of Islam.

We like to think that all religious people are as trustworthy
as we strive to be under the leading of the Holy Spirit. (Unfor-
tunately, that isn’t always the case with Christians.) But all
religion is of Satan who is the father of lies. Who can we really
trust other than the Lord Himself and His Word?

Even so, there are many Muslims who do not advocate for
violence against non-Muslims, including Christians and Jews.
Perhaps (or not) some were speaking at their National Cathe-
dral Jumu’ah. Yet if so, they do not reflect the thinking of
historic Islam, or the thinking of most Muslim-majority nations.
Unfortunately, such thinking is an infinitesimal aspect of world-
wide Islam which boasts approximately a billion and a half
adherents. But even if it reflected 100% of all Muslim thinking,
God’s Word forbids fellowship with those who reject Jesus as
the only-begotten Son of God. This does not excuse us from
loving them or from ministering help to them in time of need;
it does not excuse us from witnessing to them even if in the face
of violent reaction and rejection. Separation on spiritual
grounds is not equated with hatred or lack of concern for those
from whom we separate. Our love for the Lord Jesus, for our
heavenly Father, and for God’s Word, compels us to separate
not only from Muslims, but Jews, pagans and even Christians
who reject Jesus as Savior and Lord.

The actions on the part of the leadership at the National
Cathedral are contrary to God’s Word. They may have all good
intentions, but those intentions are misguided—even satanic—
when they conflict with God’s Word and will.

But, then, what can we expect from Christian leaders who
also host in the National Cathedral openly homosexual, lesbian
and transgendered preachers, perform same-sex marriages and
ordain female clergy. Muslim prayer in a church building is no
more an offense to God as these perversions. This is a pattern
of rebellion against God’s Word.

Both Campbell and Gary Hall (Dean of the cathedral,
pandered to the false god Allah with their own platitudes.

Said Campbell:

We have prayed our prayers this afternoon next to
one of my favorite places in this magnificent cathedral,
this tiny chapel to my left, Holy Spirit Chapel.

(Continued on page 13)
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 you enter, ask who in it is worthy, and there reside until you go
from there. And when you come into a house, greet it. And if
the house is worthy, let your peace come upon it; but if it is not
worthy, let your peace return to you. And whoever will not
receive you, nor hear your words, when you leave that house or
city, shake off the dust from your feet. Truly I say to you, it shall
be more tolerable for the land of Sodom and Gomorrah in the
Day of Judgment than for that city.

Mark 3:14-15: And He chose twelve, that they should be
with Him, and that He might send them out to preach, and to
have power to heal sicknesses, and to cast out devils

Mark 6:7-13: And He called to Himself the twelve and
began to send them out by twos, and gave them power over
unclean spirits, and commanded them that they should take
nothing for their journey except only a staff—no scrip, no bread,
no money in their purse—but be shod with sandals, and not put
on two coats.

And He said to them, “In whatever place you enter into a
house, stay there until you leave that place. And whoever will
not receive you or hear you, when you leave there, shake off the
dust under your feet for a testimony against them. Truly I say to
you, in the Day of Judgment it shall be more tolerable for
Sodom and Gomorrah than for that city.”

And they went out and proclaimed that men should repent.
And they cast out many devils, and anointed with oil many who
were sick, and healed them.

Luke 9:1-6: Then He called His twelve disciples together
and gave them power and authority over all devils, and to cure
diseases. And He sent them to proclaim the Kingdom of God
and to heal the sick. And He said to them, “Take nothing for
your journey, neither staffs, nor purses, nor bread, nor money,
and don’t have two coats each. And whatever house into which
you enter, stay there, and leave there. And whoever will not
receive you, when you go out of that city shake off the very dust
from your feet for a testimony against them.”

And they left and went throughout the towns proclaiming
the Gospel, and healing everywhere.

Who: The twelve apostles were commissioned to proclaim
the Gospel of the Kingdom to the Jews only; to have authority
over all devils and to heal the sick. The purpose was to demon-
strate the Kingdom of God with power so that His chosen
people would believe in the One who brought the Kingdom to
earth. They were instructed not to take this message to the
Gentiles, proving that salvation is of the Jews (John 4:22), and
it would be with them that He would make His New Covenant
(Jeremiah 31:31; Hebrews 8:8).

Luke 10:1-20: After these things the Lord appointed anoth-
er seventy also, and sent them two-by-two ahead of Him into
every city and place, wherever He Himself would come. There-
fore He said to them, “The harvest truly is great, but the laborers

are few. You pray, therefore, to the Lord of the harvest that He
would send out laborers into His harvest.

“Go your ways. Look, I send you out as lambs among wolves.
Carry neither bag, nor purse, nor shoes, and greet no man along
the way.

“And into whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to
this house.’

“And if the son of peace is there, your peace shall rest upon
it; if not, it shall return to you again.

“And remain in the same house, eating and drinking such
things as they give, for the laborer is worthy of his hire. Do not
go from house to house.

“And into whatever city you enter, and they receive you, eat
such things as are set before you. And heal the sick that are
therein, and say to them, ‘The Kingdom of God has come near
to you.’

“But into whatever city you enter and they do not receive
you, go your way out into the streets of the same, and say, ‘Even
the very dust of your city, which sticks on us, we wipe off against
you. Notwithstanding, you be sure of this, that the Kingdom of
God has come near to you.’

“But I say to you, that it shall be more tolerable in that day
for Sodom, than for that city.

“Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the
mighty works which have been done in you had been done in
Tyre and Sidon they would have repented a long time ago,
sitting in sackcloth and ashes. But it shall be more tolerable for
Tyre and Sidon at the Judgment, than for you.

“And you, Capernaum, which is exalted to Heaven, shall be
thrust down to Hades.

“He who listens to you listens to Me; he who despises you
despises Me; and he who despises Me despises Him who sent
Me.”

And the seventy returned again with joy, saying, “Lord, even
the devils are subject to us through Your name.”

And He said to them, “I saw Satan as lightning fall from
Heaven. Look, I give to you power to tread on serpents and
scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy. And nothing
shall by any means hurt you. Notwithstanding, do not rejoice in
this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rather rejoice because
your names are written in Heaven.”

Who: Another 70 disciples (in addition to the 12) were
commissioned to proclaim the Gospel of the Kingdom to the
Jews; to have authority over all devils and to heal the sick in order
to demonstrate the Kingdom of God with power so that people
would believe in the One who brought the Kingdom to earth.

Luke 24:49: Then He opened their understanding so that
they might understand the Scriptures, and said to them, “Thus
it is written, and thus it was necessary for Christ to suffer and to
rise from the dead the third day, and that repentance and
remission of sins should be proclaimed in His name among all
nations, beginning at Jerusalem. And you are witnesses of these
things.

“And, look, I send the promise of My Father upon you, but
you wait in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with
power from on high.”

(Continued from page 3)

HEALING
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Who: The twelve apostles, Cleopas, and others with them

to whom the Lord appeared after His resurrection with in-
structions to wait for the Holy Spirit who would give them
power. What power? It is answered in Acts 1:6-8:

Therefore, when they came together they asked Him, saying,
“Lord, will You restore again the kingdom to Israel now?”

And He said to them, “It is not for you to know the times or
the seasons which the Father has put in His own power. But you
shall receive power after the Holy Spirit has come upon you,
and you shall be My witnesses both in Jerusalem and in all
Judea, and in Samaria, and to the uttermost part of the earth.”

Nothing is said about power to heal or to cast out devils.
That doesn’t mean they would not be able to do those things; it
merely means that the power to witness of Jesus Christ super-
sedes all other power.  Make no mistake; it takes God’s power
to witness of Jesus Christ in the face of skepticism and hostility.

Scriptural healing most often accompanied the Gospel of
the Kingdom (which is not the Gospel of personal salvation,
although the Gospel of personal salvation is part of the Gospel
of the Kingdom). We seldom hear today the proclaiming of the
Gospel of the Kingdom because the “Church” does not believe
in the Gospel of the Kingdom which, in its entirety, includes
the restoration of the kingdom to Israel during the Millennial
reign of Christ on the earth, and the final age of God’s King-
dom which will be manifested throughout His creation.

Acts 3:1-8: Now Peter and John went up together into the
temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth hour. And a
certain man lame from his mother’s womb was carried (whom
they laid daily at the gate of the temple which is called “Beauti-
ful” to ask alms of those who entered into the temple) who,
seeing Peter and John about to go into the temple, asked an
alms. And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with John, said,
“Look at us.”

And he listened to them, expecting to receive something
from them.

Then Peter said, “I have no silver and gold, but such as I
have I give you. In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, rise up
and walk.”

And he took him by the right hand and lifted him up, and
immediately his feet and ankle bones received strength. And
leaping up, he stood and walked, and entered with them into
the temple, walking, and leaping, and praising God.

Who: Peter and John proclaimed the name of Jesus Christ,
and by healing the lame man were able to witness the Gospel to
the people and to the religious leaders.

2 Corinthians 12:12: Truly the signs of an apostle were
performed among you in all patience, in signs, and wonders,
and mighty deeds.

Who: The apostle Paul, to confirm his position as an apostle.
Acts 4:31-33: And when they had prayed, the place where

they were assembled together was shaken, and they were all
filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the Word of God
with boldness. And the multitude of those who believed were of
one heart and of one soul. Neither did any of them say that any
of the things that he possessed was his own, but they had all
things in common.

And the apostles gave witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus with great power, and great grace was upon them all.

Who: Peter and John with the company of believers to
whom they went after being interrogated by the priests and
Sadducees (Acts 4:1-21). They were given power to witness of
the Lord’s resurrection.

Acts 6:7-8: And the Word of God increased, and the num-
ber of the disciples greatly multiplied in Jerusalem, and a great
company of the priests were obedient to the faith.

And Stephen, full of faith and power, did great wonders and
miracles among the people.

Who: Stephen witnessed to the people how they, like their
fathers, had killed the prophets of God. He was stoned to death
for his testimony.

Acts 8:5-8: Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria
and proclaimed Christ to them. And the people, with one
accord, gave heed to the things that Philip said, hearing and
seeing the miracles that he did. For unclean spirits, crying with
loud voices, came out of many who were possessed with them.
And many taken with paralyses, and that were lame, were
healed. And there was great joy in that city.

Who: Philip proclaimed the Gospel about Jesus Christ,
which was accompanied by miracles including physical healing.

Acts 19:11-12: And God worked special miracles by the
hands of Paul, so that handkerchiefs or aprons were brought
from his body to the sick, and the diseases left them, and the
evil spirits went out of them.

Who: The apostle Paul ministered special miracles, unique
to the time and setting, to convince those to whom he pro-
claimed the Gospel.

Romans 15:15-19: Nevertheless, brethren, I have written
more boldly to you in some way, as putting you in mind because
of the grace that is given to me by God, that I should be the
servant of Jesus Christ to the Gentiles, ministering the Gospel
of God so that the offering up of the Gentiles might be accept-
able, being sanctified by the Holy Spirit.

Therefore I boast through Jesus Christ in those things that
pertain to God. For I will not dare to speak of any of those
things that Christ has not done by me by word and deed to
make the Gentiles obedient through mighty signs and wonders
by the power of the Spirit of God, so that from Jerusalem, and
round about to Illyricum, I have fully proclaimed the Gospel of
Christ.

Who: The apostle Paul, to demonstrate that the signs and
wonders were valid evidence that His Gospel was true, and to
prove his authority as an apostle.

1 Thessalonians 1:5: For our Gospel did not come to you in
word only, but also in power and in the Holy Spirit, and in
much assurance, as you know what kind of men we were among
you for your sake.

Who: The apostle Paul, to demonstrate that the signs and
wonders proved his authority as an apostle.

That’s All, Folks
These are all the Scriptures that speak of healing by New

Covenant believers other than the Lord Jesus Himself. Notice
that except for the 70 disciples sent out for a particular reason,
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to prepare the way for the Lord’s travels, all signs and wonders
were performed through the apostles and, few others like Ste-
phen and Philip (who were in all likelihood apostles also). And
these all accompanied the proclamation of the Gospel. There
are no Scriptures that say conclusively that healing, miracles,
casting out of devils or any other signs and wonders are given to
every believer. We are merely told that signs and wonders are
the evidence of an apostle. But those signs and wonders were
always accompanied by the proclaiming of the true Gospel. Nor
did the apostles always effect healing. Paul reveals that Timothy
had frequent illnesses:

No longer drink water, but use a little wine for the
sake of your stomach and your frequent infirmities. (1
Timothy 5:23)

Paul also left Trophimus sick at Miletum (2 Timothy 4:20).
Why did Paul not heal Timothy and/or Trophimus? Be-

cause true healing from God is ministered at the leading of the
Holy Spirit; it is not something that can be conjured, as is
strongly suggested and practiced by today’s “healing ministries.”
Paul was not led by the Holy Spirit to heal Timothy or Trophi-
mus in these cases.

We are also told that not all believers have the gift of healings:

Now you are the Body of Christ, and members in
particular. And God has placed some in the assembly:
first apostles, secondarily prophets, thirdly teachers, after
that miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, leadership,
different languages.

Are all apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?
Are all workers of miracles? Have all the gifts of healing?
Do all speak with languages? Do all interpret?

But earnestly desire the best gifts.
And yet I show you a more excellent way. (1 Corinthi-

ans 12:27-31)

The more excellent way is love, which overshadows all the
gifts of the Spirit (1 Corinthians 13).

But what about Mark 16:15-18?

And He said to them, “You go into all the world and
proclaim the Gospel to all creation. He who believes and
is baptized shall be saved, but he who does not believe
shall be condemned.

And these signs shall follow those who believe: In My
name they shall cast out devils; they shall speak with new
languages; they shall take up serpents; and if they drink
any deadly thing, it shall not hurt them; they shall lay
hands on the sick, and they shall recover.”

And let us not forget John 14:12?

“Truly, truly, I say to you, He who believes in Me, the
works that I do He shall also do—and greater than these
shall he do because I go to My Father.”

Do these verses not prove that signs and wonders should be
normal to every believer?

Many Bible scholars tell us that Mark 16:15-18 were not in
the older texts that are available today; they believe they were
added to later texts by unknown copyists. But I won’t go there.
I chose rather, to point out that, yes, these verses and John

14:12 apply those who believe, but this doesn’t mean every
believer will be able to perform them; they are circumstances
that may accompany the proclaiming of the Gospel, granted by
the Lord according to His will at given times. To appropriate
them for all believers for all time is to misread these verses in
light of all other Scriptures on the subject of healing and other
miracles. And again, these verses stress the proclaiming of the
Gospel to the lost; they do not address normal, everyday living.

Although there are no Scriptures that guarantee every believer
in Jesus can heal, there are those Scriptures that reveal others
who can heal and perform signs and wonders:

Acts 19:13-19: Then certain of the vagabond Jews, exorcists,
took it upon themselves to call the name of the Lord Jesus over
those who had evil spirits, saying, “We charge you by Jesus
whom Paul proclaims.”

And there were seven sons of one Sceva, a Jew, and chief of
the priests, who did so. And the evil spirit answered and said,
“Jesus I know, and Paul I know, but who are you?”

And the man in whom the evil spirit was, leaped on them
and overcame them, and prevailed against them so that they fled
out of that house naked and wounded. And this was known to
all the Jews and Greeks also dwelling at Ephesus. And fear fell
on them all, and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.

And many who believed came, and confessed, and showed
their deeds. Also, many of those who used curious arts brought
their books together and burned them before all men, and they
counted their price and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.
So the Word of God grew mightily and prevailed.

Who: These seven brothers were sons of the chief of the
priests. They were believers in the true God, but they were not
anointed by God to cast out devils. What emboldened them to
try in the name of Jesus, we don’t know, but it’s possible that
they practiced Jewish exorcism through Kabbalah. In any case,
in their flesh they called upon the name of Jesus. The humiliat-
ing price they paid wasn’t nearly as dear as that which will be
paid by those to whom Jesus will say, “I never knew you; depart
from Me, you who work wickedness.”

2 Thessalonians 2:6-10: And now you know who holds fast
so that he might be revealed in his time. For the mystery of
iniquity already works, only now holding fast until coming
forth. And then shall be revealed that wicked one whom the
Lord shall consume with the breath of His mouth, and shall
destroy with the brightness of His coming—even him whose
coming is according to the working of Satan with all power and
signs and lying wonders, and with all the deception of unrigh-
teousness in those who perish because they did not receive the
love of the truth so that they might be saved.

Who: The devilish spirit principality behind Anti-Christ
who, through the power of Satan, will deceive those who will be
perishing for having rejected the truth and turning to fables.

Does God Not Heal Today?
Yes, God does still heal His people today. Scripture allows

for His continual ministry to believers. He does so in response
to the prayers of His people, not because we think we can
command Him to do so, and not because we think we can
command sickness to leave one’s body.
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Those who claim to have so-called healing ministries are

bringing attention to themselves above the Lord, even when they
claim to give Him all the glory. They advertise their services and
make big shows of supposedly healing people when, in truth,
very few are healed permanently, and many have been proven to
be psychosomatic “healings,” only to reappear after the euphoria
and hysteria of the “healing meeting” is behind them.

The difficulty in helping believers understand that there are
no Holy Spirit-anointed healing ministries is that they cannot
believe that those who appear so pious, who proclaim, “Jesus is
Lord,” who exalt His name and have large followings of believ-
ers would not be of God. They cannot believe the Lord’s name
would be used by even the Devil to accomplish ungodly purpos-
es. Certainly those who want others healed are good people.
Perhaps they have all good intentions, just as Saul had all good
intentions in offering strange fire when Samuel was late in
meeting him to offer a proper sacrifice to Yahweh. But good
intentions do not please the Lord. He wants obedience more
than He wants sacrifices (1 Samuel 15:22).

Another thing many believers can’t understand is that the
public personas of these “healers” are not what they are truly
like. One of the best illustrations of this is Marjo Gortner, the
child “evangelist” who for years conned believers into thinking
he could heal them, raking in huge sums of money for his
parents. He proclaimed the true Gospel of salvation through
Jesus Christ; he called on the people to repent of their sins; he
was a shining example of a true believer. Until he outed himself
and revealed that his entire shtick was a con job, causing many
to lose faith. But at least he was honest enough to say he was a
con artist.

The vast majority of believers are unaware that there is what
is called “the circuit” of teachers and alleged healers who move
with and among each other, supporting each other and promot-
ing each other within the Christian media. They’re giving is to
each other, and they know how to manipulate believers into
giving them large sums of money, all the while promising that if
those believers have enough “faith” they will reap large sums
themselves. Their messages are filled with “positive imaging,”
“positive confession,” “positive thinking,” twisting Scripture to
prove their point. They are all smiles, hiding any semblance of
failure in their own lives, and living far differently than they
project on the television screen.

I’ve been near the inner workings of some very large and
public “ministries” that have believers convinced they are of
God. I also know well, others who have been in the inner
sanctum of meetings where some of the biggest names in alleged
healing and positive confession ministries have worked their
mesmerizing talents to the hilt. The money-grubbing (their
words) and ungodly attitudes that they’ve witnessed behind the
scenes made these men sick to the point they quit their posi-
tions and went elsewhere to serve the Lord. For obvious reasons
I cannot name them, but I know them well enough to believe
their testimonies of charlatanism in the name of Jesus, especial-
ly in view of what I have witnessed myself.

I am not writing these things to injure anyone, or to disillu-
sion believers. My intent is to help the well-meaning, loving

brethren who are caught in the snare of believing in and sup-
porting those false teachers. Time is short; it’s imperative that
we get our heads out of the sand and focus on the Lord Jesus
and His Word, rightly divided.

Can Healing Be Taught?
False “healers” offer methods for healing which, if followed,

are said to produce results. They offer testimonies from people
who claim those methods healed them. They offer schools where
believers can come to learn how to heal others—for a price. But
there are no methods to how the Holy Spirit works. Even Jesus
healed in different ways as He was led by the Holy Spirit.

Following are a few of the myriad methods these people offer:
Speaking to the disease: This method is not found in

Scripture; it is, however, found in mind science and other occult
methodologies. Commanding bodies to heal, or commanding
diseases to leave, is a form of mind science that seeks to alter
reality through the spoken word. All attempts to alter reality are
witchcraft, which is forbidden by God’s Word. It doesn’t matter
if the attempt succeeds, or seems to succeed. It is not the Spirit
of God directing the “healer.” And to accredit such a healing to
the Holy Spirit is presumption; it is saying God has spoken
when, in truth, God has not spoken. He does not act contrary
to His Word, nor has He given us any new revelation that would
allow for practicing healing in any manner different from that
described in His Word. We are told in 1 Corinthians 4:6 not to
think above that which is written.

Denying reality: This is done by refusing to admit one is
sick, and/or claiming that one is well when reality demonstrates
otherwise. This, too, is a mind science technique that has crept
into the churches via false teachers. God does not effect a
healing without positive evidence of that healing. We cannot
alter reality by exercising our minds to deny reality. Paul did not
deny that Timothy and Trophimus were sick. To deny reality is
to lie.

Copying what are believed to be methods used by the Lord
and His apostles: For example, trying to emulate how the Lord
spat on the ground to make a bit of mud that he applied to the
eyes of a blind man. Or handing out handkerchiefs or other
articles that have been touched by the “healer.” Because the
Lord used a particular manner to heal someone doesn’t mean
that it is a formula to be followed. This, too, is presumption.

Gathering in the presence of “healers”: False “healers”
advertise their alleged ministries with the implication that the
Holy Ghost is going to “show up,” and people will be healed.
They act as if the Holy Spirit is bound by their itinerary.

Building “healing centers” or “Houses of Prayer”: These
false teachers suggest that their place of “healing” is a special
place where God works more powerfully than other places,
and/or that concentrated prayer by numbers of people praying
around the clock will somehow move God to act.

Healing cannot be taught; either God is moving or He’s not.
All I have said about physical healing also applies to the

methodology called “inner healing,” which is a combination of
occult practices with psychological mumbo-jumbo; it is one of
the greatest deceptions in the Body of Christ today (See our
special report, Inner Healing: A Biblical Analysis.)
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To whom is the gift of healing given?

With all this said, there is one Scripture that indicates the
proper approach to healing within the Body of Christ:

Is any sick among you? Let him call for the elders of
the assembly, and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord, and the prayer of faith
shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up. And
if he has committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.

Confess your sins to one another, and pray for one
another, so that you may be healed. The effectual, fervent
prayer of a righteous man avails much. (James 5:14-16)

This is the only verse in all of Scripture that offers anything
approaching a method for healing, and it is reserved for the
elders in the assembly. In some cases it also accompanies confes-
sion of sin, in which case it would seem that this particular
approach to healing may often be for sickness that the Lord has
either put upon the believer, or has allowed to be put upon the
believer, in order to bring the believer to repentance. It does not
necessarily apply to all sickness, at least as the context seems to
indicate.

Sometimes sickness comes upon us for reasons other than
sin. These reasons may include testing of our faith, testing the
faith of others, teaching us to care for one another, the desire to
drive us closer to the Father, or any number of reasons known
only to the Father.

Why Doesn’t God Heal?
May it be that God does not do more in the realm of healing

and other miracles today because the churches are largely apos-
tate? The “elders,” if they exist at all in some churches, are
backslidden and/or ignorant of Scripture to a large degree.
Many pastors as well as average Christians live in sin, and/or
don’t believe that God still heals or performs miracles today, so
how can we expect them to minister or receive anything from
God (James 1:6-8)?

Others presume upon the Lord, expecting Him to do all
they bid of Him, as if He were their servant. They are not so
much in love with the Lord as they are with the things they wish
to receive from the Lord. They chase after healing for healing’s
sake. Their appetites are carnal, not spiritual.

But isn’t healing automatic in the atonement? What about
Isaiah 53:5? Are we not healed by His stripes?

There is physical healing, and there is spiritual healing. The
context deals with Israel’s sins, not with her physical infirmities.
Yet, I would say that physical healing is part of the atonement,
not automatically, but as God sees fit to grant it. Otherwise, all
believers would be healed at all times. In fact, we wouldn’t even
become sick in the first place. Nor would we die, which is the
ultimate sickness. Our bodies are not yet redeemed, however.

 The biggest reason I believe Christianity does not see the
moving of the Holy Spirit to the degree we would all like, is that
apostasy is evident in Christianity at large.

Who is financing the ungodly movies, television and other
entertainment media, including pornography? Who is having
and supporting abortion? Who is engaging in drunkenness and
revelry of the flesh to the detriment of their physical and
emotional wellbeing? Who are those destroying their bodies

with excess of food and drink as well as lack of exercise? If all or
even a substantial majority of those who call themselves Chris-
tians would refrain from these evils, perhaps we would have no
need of healing in the first place. And if we did need healing,
would we not at least have a moral basis on which to ask for it?

Can we act foolishly and expect God to heal us? Is that not
testing God (Deuteronomy 6:16)? Is that not acting presumptu-
ously? The point is that, just as Paul was led by the Holy Spirit
when it came to healing or other signs and wonders, and thus
he left both Timothy and Trophimus sick (perhaps besides
others also of whom we are not told), so we, also, must learn the
lesson of obedience to God in all our ministry to others. To do
otherwise is presumption, which is a great sin:

“But the prophet who presumes to speak a word in
My name, which I have not commanded him to speak,
or who speaks in the name of other gods, that prophet
shall die.

“And if you ask in your heart, ‘How shall we know
the word which YHWH has not spoken?’ when a prophet
speaks in the name of YHWH, if the thing does not follow
or come to pass, that is the thing that YHWH has not
spoken, but the prophet has spoken it presumptuously.
You shall not be afraid of him.” (Deuteronomy 18:20-22)

These are serious words that all believers should take to
heart. In the area of healing, if a believer claims a healing and
that healing does not manifest, then that believer has spoken
presumptuously.

But, some might say, that applied to false prophecy, not to
healing. Does not claiming a healing fall  under the heading of
prophecy? To say someone is healed is giving a prophecy in the
face of conflicting evidence.

The enemy has cleverly deceived many believers into thinking
they are serving the Lord when, in truth, they are merely acting
in the flesh with all good intentions. But again, good intentions
do not please our Father. There is a way that seems right to a
man, but the end of it is death (Proverbs 14:12). Obedience to
His will pleases Him, and He has given us His Holy Spirit to
guide us in His will. His will does not conflict with His Word.

The best we can do is trust our heavenly Father to do what
He will to ensure that we are in His will. This should remove all
the pressure and anxiety that follows those who strive for
healing or anything they want from Him. How much better it is
to rest in the Lord and allow Him to have His way with us:

Delight yourself also in YHWH, and He will give you
the desires of your heart. Commit your way to YHWH; trust
also in Him, and He will bring it to pass. (Psalms 37:4-5)

This doesn’t mean He will give us what we want, although
that may be the case if what we want is in line with His will. I
like to see this as meaning He will give to us the things we are
to desire in our hearts; He will give to us our desires.

How much better to trust Him for what is good for us, than
to tell Him what we think would be good for us.

He has given us the avenue of prayer to seek all we need and
desire, including healing for ourselves and for others. We must
not take it upon ourselves to act on our own lest we be found in
the company of those to whom He will say, “I never knew you.”v
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National Cathedral
(Continued from page 7)

“OUR prayers?” To Allah? Must be, because if she was
praying along with the Muslims, she certainly was not praying to
the true God. No “Christian” prayers were recited; only prayers
to Allah by the Muslims. Next to the “Holy Spirit Chapel,” no
less. Where was the Holy Spirit in all this that was conducted on
her part in the name of Jesus—another “Jesus” to be sure.

Did Campbell say anything about the true God? On the
contrary, she called the Muslim pagans present her “brothers
and sisters,” and finished her brief homily with praise to Allah,
“In the name of god, all gift and grace, source of truth and love,
most gracious, most merciful, amen.”

These are all Qur’anic expressions specific to Islam’s false
god Allah; they are not expressions associated with Yahweh,
even though they may in some way reflect His character.

Gary Hall added:

Finally, I want to say this: we’re in a new moment in
inter-faith relationships. We’re in a new moment where
we feel confident enough in our own traditions not to try
to become each other, or to convert each other, but to
stand in our own traditions and actually to reach out and
welcome each other.

And if I am confident enough in my own identity as
a Christian person, then I can reach out to you as a
Muslim, and I can learn from you, and you can learn from
me, and we can be together, praying and doing good
works together, and we can build a new community and
a new vision of religious life in America that will allow us
to do incredibly wonderful things. So my hope for today
is that this is a beginning, this is a beginning where we
can come together, stay who we are, as we are, confident
in the ways in which we hear god speaking to us in our
own traditions. But out of that coming together we can
pray together, we can work together, and we can begin to
build something that will bless us, will bless our children,
will bless our grandchildren, will bless our nation, and
will bless all the people of the earth.

Hall certainly is confident in his traditions if not in God’s
Word. So much so that he does not believe in the Lord’s
command to be His witnesses and to proclaim the Gospel of the
Kingdom of Heaven. Rather, he is looking for “Heaven on
earth” through cooperation with enemies of the faith—people
who boastfully deny Jesus as the Son of God.

What did he give them to learn? They won’t learn from us.
He is also confident in the ways in which “we hear god

speaking to us in our own traditions.” God doesn’t speak to
Muslims in their traditions; He doesn’t even speak to Christians
in their traditions. There is only one way to God: Jesus, the Son
of God. Neither Hall nor Campbell even mentioned Jesus. It’s
okay to praise Allah in churches, but not Jesus when Muslims
are present.

Is it any wonder that Islam is gaining inroads into the West?
When those who call themselves by the name of Christ (Chris-

tian) do not even understand the basic truths necessary for
salvation and standing before the Lord, they are ripe for judgment.

When that judgment comes to full head these false believers
will wail under the lash of their Muslim overlords. Perhaps then
they will come to their senses and cry out to the only source for
their deliverance.v

The Washington National Cathedral
The Washington

National Cathedral is the
familiar name for The
Cathedral Church of Saint
Peter and Saint Paul in the
City and Diocese of Wash-
ington. It is an Episcopal
cathedral that is the seat of
both the Presiding Bishop
of the Episcopal Church,
Katharine Jefferts Schori,
and the Bishop of the
Diocese of Washington,
Mariann Edgar Budde.

Under Major Pierre
Charles L’Enfant’s commission to design a federal city as
appointed by President George Washington, there was to be
included a “great church for national purposes.” The land
set aside for the church was instead used to build the Nation-
al Portrait Gallery.

In response to renewed efforts to erect a national church,
in January 6, 1893, Congress passed a charter designating
that a “National House of Prayer” be built, and construction
began September 29, 1907, when the cornerstone was laid
by President Theodore Roosevelt. The Protestant Episcopal
Cathedral Foundation of the District of Columbia was
granted the charter. The result, funded by private donations,
was a magnificent architectural achievement that at first
honored the Christian faith, even if imperfectly practiced
back then. Throughout its existence, the building has hosted
major national events, both religious and secular, and has
been the site for presidents and other major figures to lie in
state after death.

The website for the Washington National Cathedral states:

The Cathedral is a spiritual resource for our
nation: a great and beautiful edifice in the city of
Washington, an indispensable ministry for people of
all faiths and perspectives, and a sacred place for our
country in times of celebration, crisis, and sorrow.

Although regarded as a Christian church, the cathedral
has proven to be nothing more than a warehouse for storing
beliefs and practices that include any philosophical and/or
religious persuasion. Its vast, soaring interior echoes the
ungodly cacophony of religious ritual, now including the
ear-wrenching Muslim call to prayer in Arabic.

It is truly one of the most beautiful monstrosities on
earth.v
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AN OCTOBER 19, 2014, article in The Telegraph, a British
newspaper, reports that “A successful Christian school
has been warned it is to be downgraded by inspectors

and could even face closure after failing to invite a leader from
another religion, such as an imam, to lead assemblies.”

The small independent school in the Home Counties was
told it is in breach of new rules intended to promote “British
values” such as “individual liberty and tolerance.”

A spokeswoman for the Office for Standards in Education,
Children's Services and Skills (OfSTED) stated:

Under OfSTED’s revised guidance for the inspection of
schools, inspectors now pay greater attention to ensuring that
schools provide a broad and balanced education for their pu-
pils, so that young people are well prepared for the next stage in
their education, or for employment and for life in modern
Britain.

Inspectors will consider the effectiveness of the school’s
provision for pupils’ spiritual, moral, social and cultural devel-
opment and how the school’s leadership and management
ensure that the curriculum actively promotes British values.

This includes, among other factors, pupils’ acceptance and
engagement of different faiths and beliefs, and their under-
standing and appreciation of the range of different cultures
within school and further afield.

COMMENTARY
Well, that’s England; we know how liberal that country is,

but it can’t happen here in the Land of the Free. Can it?
History has demonstrated that what happens in Britain and

Europe at large, eventually makes its way to the United States
within five to ten years, sometimes sooner. Consider same-sex
marriage, abortion on demand, euthanasia and other evils, all
of which began in Europe and are now being forced upon the
citizens of numerous states. How long might it be before the
federal government again overrides states’ rights to foist these
evils upon the entire nation?

Some public schools in the United States have been engag-
ing students in pagan religious exercises for decades, with the
vast majority of citizens unaware. Under the guise of “cultural
studies,” students have not merely been taught what other
religions believe; they have been required to engage in the
practices and prayers of those religions. And Islam in particular
has made great strides in proselytizing through the public
schools. How long might it be before the government mandates
that Christian schools and even churches must allow people of
other religious beliefs to propagandize those institutions’ adher-
ents? Even without government coercion, many churches are

inviting Muslim clergy to join with them in prayers to Allah,
and to preach against the Gospel with nary a protest in defense
of the Lord Jesus as the Son of God.

The mayor of Houston, Texas, Annise Parker, recently at-
tempted to force Christian pastors via subpoenas to submit “all
speeches, presentations, or sermons related to HERO, the
Petition, Mayor Annise Parker, homosexuality, or gender iden-
tity prepared by, delivered by, revised by, or approved by you or
in your possession.” HERO is Houston Equal Rights Ordinance
that allows transgendered persons to sue businesses that prohib-
it their use of their preferred bathroom. It was enacted by the
Houston City Council; the pastors were petitioning to have it
put to a public vote.

Due to a large outcry, Parker, a lesbian who recently “mar-
ried” her long-time girlfriend, backed down, but her actions
reveal a growing mindset among government officials against
biblical thinking .

Churches are even now fighting for the right to provide
insurance for their employees that does not mandate coverage
for abortion, birth control or transgender “reassignment” as
mandated by Obamacare There are several Christian-owned
businesses fighting for survival as they are threatened with huge
fines and jail for refusing to sell to customers who want their
goods and/or services for same-sex marriages or other perverse
activities. The federal government doesn’t want anyone to es-
cape its ungodly agenda, regardless of one’s conscience or reli-
gious convictions.

All these things point to the last days when, the Lord said, it
would be as it was in the days of Noah and Lot—days when
ungodliness would permeate the earth. The battle between the
kingdoms of this earth and the Kingdom of our God and of His
Christ will commence with horrible consequences meted out
upon the rebellious.

What, then, must we do?

“And there shall be signs in the sun, and in the moon,
and in the stars, and distress of nations upon the earth
with perplexity—the sea and the waves roaring, men’s
hearts failing them for fear and for seeing those things
that are coming on the earth. For the powers of the
heavens shall be shaken. And then they shall see the Son
of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory.

“And when these things begin to happen, then look
up, and lift up your heads, for your redemption draws near.”

And He spoke a parable to them: “Look at the fig tree,
and all the trees. When they now blossom, you see and
know in your own selves that summer is now near at
hand. So likewise, you, when you see these things happen,
you know that the Kingdom of God is near at hand.”
(Luke 25:31)

We must rejoice at the prospect that the Lord’s return is
near. We may have some terrible times to look forward to, but
He will gain the victory.

Are you sure you will be with Him when He returns in glory
to vanquish His enemies?

Let us examine ourselves every moment to see if we are
remaining in the Faith (2 Corinthians 13:5).v

CHRISTIAN SCHOOLS
IN BRITAIN ORDERED
TO ALLOW IMAMS TO
TEACH
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THE DAY OF YAHWEH: A
Biblical Eschatology with a
Study on the Book of Revela-
tion
Albert James Dager - 360 pages

The result of 25 years of research
into biblical prophecy and human his-
tory. Readers will be startled and perhaps
even dismayed to find that their eschatol-
ogy, based on the teachings of trusted
“experts” in the field of last-days teach-
ings, has been largely misguided.

Subjects of debate among Christians
of varying persuasions are finally able to
be settled.

The answers to many questions are
often contrary to what you may have
learned.

B-1109 paperback  $18 - 2 lbs.

THE WORLD CHRISTIAN
MOVEMENT: A Great Delusion
Leading to the Religio-Political
State of the Anti-Christ
Albert James Dager - 233 pages

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is being
compromised as we learn that it is no
longer proper to proclaim Jesus Christ as
Savior unless done so within the context
of the world’s pagan religions. We are told
that God speaks through Buddha, Moham-
med, Confucius and other “holy men.”

Major Christian voices are sounding
this siren song of compromise and denial
of Christ. Will you recognize the decep-
tion in your church? This book offers the
only information available on the World
Christian Movement–an important subject.

B-1055   Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE? Why Do You
Believe It?
Albert James Dager - 102 pages

What we believe, whether a religious or secular
philosophy, impacts our lives. What you believe is
important not only to you, but to those whom you
influence in life. Yet most people cannot offer empir-
ical evidence for their beliefs, resting rather on
emotion and their upbringing. Can you give a rea-
soned explanation for why you believe what you
believe? Can you say for a certainty that your beliefs
are superior to all others? You may accept or reject
what the author says, but at least you will be able to
assess your own beliefs as true or false.
B-1075   Paperback     $10 - 1 lb.

WHAT IS THE TRUE GOSPEL?
Albert James Dager - 110 pages

Jesus proclaimed what He called “the Gospel of
the Kingdom.” He then commissioned His disciples
to go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel of
the Kingdom to all the nations. But even from the
beginning there have been false gospels proclaimed
by those claiming to be messengers of God. Today
we are witnessing a great apostasy based largely on
institutional traditions. Many false gospels emanating
from pulpits, radio, and television–even many that
seem to glorify Jesus–differ from the Gospel pro-
claimed by Jesus. This book points the reader back to
Scripture to discover the original Gospel.
B-1081        Paperback  $8 - 1 lb.

THE HOUSE ASSEMBLY: Recapturing
the First-Century Model For The Gath-
ering of the Saints
Albert James Dager - 221 pages

Many Christians are experiencing the inevitable
results of religious institutionalism: denominational
traditions; abusive pastors; false teachings; anecdotal
sermons; favoritism and other unscriptural teachings
and practices. This book is a guide for those desiring
to start a house assembly after the pattern of the
first-century ekklesia. Includes examples of the
author’s experiences in the house assembly, as well
as biblical models for elders, teaching, fellowship and
other aspects of gathering in love.
B-1074   Paperback     $12 - 1 lb.

VENGEANCE IS OURS:
The Church in Dominion
Albert James Dager - 283 pages

A militancy is stirring in the breasts of some
Christians desirous to “take dominion over the earth.”
A call for vengeance on God’s enemies and a restruc-
turing of society under God’s Law is being heard.

But is it the Christian’s responsibility to take
control of society and reconstruct it in accordance with
God’s Law?’

Vengeance Is Ours is the only book that analyzes
the various forms of dominion theology, from Mani-
fested Sons of God to Christian Reconstruction.

B-1001   Paperback     $10 - 1 lb

Books From Sword Publishers
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NEW: POSITIVE CONFESSION
Steve Phillips  120 pages

Reveals the psychological and
occult origins of Positive Confession
teachings while contrasting God’s
Word on Faith, Prayer, Godhood, Pros-
perity, Dominion, Healing and the true
faith.

B-1112 Paperback  $9 - 1 lb.

A DIFFERENT GOSPEL
D.R. McConnell  225 pages

An exposé of the word-faith move-
ment from a theology instructor at Oral
Roberts University, Traces the origins
of word-faith from E.W. Kenyon’s
science-of-mind connections to the
plagiarism of Kenneth Hagin and
beyond.
B-1005 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

WEIGHED AND FOUND WANTING
Bill Randles  209 pages

A Pentecostal pastor looks at the
Toronto Blessing. Read why the author
believes that this current “Renewal” is
actually a judgment from God, and
possibly the great delusion spoken of
in 2 Thessalonians 2!

B-1008 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

BEWARE THE NEW PROPHETS
Bill Randles  132 pages

Randles has touched on a subject
of great importance: the re-emergence
of the Latter Rain Movement with its
aberrant theology and careless escha-
tology. Will help the uninformed as
well as those already aware of this
deception to understand its threat.
B-1043 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

A WONDERFUL DECEPTION: The
Further New Age Implications of
the Emerging Purpose Driven
Movement
Warren Smith  229 pages

A former New Ager reveals how
Christian leaders, whether wittingly or
unwittingly, are guiding followers into
spiritual deceptions.
B-1099 Paperback $15  - 1 lb.

YOGA & THE BODY OF CHRIST
Dave Hunt   170 pages

Yoga is revolutionizing the fitness
movement and extending its reach
directly in the churches and lifestyles
of Christians. Every Christian should
be informed about the true origins and
effects of yoga and its ungodly roots in
Kundalini “serpent power.”
B-1096 Paperback $9 - 1 lb.

A FALSE DOCTRINE OF SUBTLE
PURPOSE
Albert James Dager - 106 pages

Thousands of churches and tens of
thousands of pastors are being strongly
influenced by the writings of Rick
Warren. But are Warren’s teachings truly
biblical? This book reveals many of War-
ren’s unscriptural teachings.
B-1080      Paperback  $10 - 1 lb.

DECEIVED ON PURPOSE: The
New Age Implications of the
Purpose-Driven Church
Warren Smith

A former New Age leader dissects
Rick Warren’s Purpose-Driven agenda,
exposing his penchant to quote New
Agers and to use Bible versions that
promote New Age thought.
B-1076 Paperback      $12.00 - 1 lb.

PSYCHOHERESY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   468 pages
Revised & expanded from 259 pages

This greatly expanded edition
offers almost twice as much in new
evidence on the fallacies of psycholog-
ical counseling and psychotherapy.
From experts on the field of psychol-
ogy and its inroads into the churches.
B-1011 Paperback $18 - 2 lbs.

CRI GUILTY OF PSYCHOHERESY?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   144 pages

A response to Bob and Gretchen
Passantino’s series on psychology in
Christian Research Institute’s Christian
Research Journal. The authors charge
the Passantinos and CRI with psy-
choheresy–the integration of psycho-
logical theory with Scripture.
B-1028 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

PERSON-TO-PERSON MINISTRY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   250 pages

Reveals the innate sinfulness of
problem-centered counseling; shows
how it leads Christians into feeding the
flesh and quenching the Spirit. Gives
reasons why Christians must abandon
the problem-centered approach in favor
of becoming Christ-centered.
B-1097 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

HYPNOSIS: Medical, Scientific, or
Occultic?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   142 pages

Hypnosis induces an altered state
of consciousness no different from
shamanic states of consciousness.
Although passed off as scientific, and
even medical, hypnosis is at its core
occultic and potentially lethal.
B-1085 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

Books From Other Publishers

THE TORCH OF THE TESTIMONY
John W. Kennedy 251 pages

A 2,000-year history of the Chris-
tians and churches that have stood
outside the Catholic-Protestant tradition.
Originally published in India in 1964;
little known in the West. We don’t
recommend some of this publisher’s
other items, but this is a gem.
B-1022 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

THE PILGRIM CHURCH
E. H.Broadbent  448 pages

The real story of the faith is not
the one recorded in secular or religious
history, which has largely been tainted
by Roman Catholic influences. This
classic will trill you with stories of
unknown heroes of the faith who have
stood firm for God’s truth. Wonderful.
B-1053 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.

CHRIST-CENTERED MINISTRY vs.
PROBLEM-CENTERED COUNSEL-
ING: A Radical Proposal
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   134 pages

A call to overthrow intimidation
from the psychological and biblical
counseling movements, and to free
believers to minister to fellow believers
in a biblical manner.
B-1103 Paperback           $10 - 1 lb.

STOP COUNSELING!
START MINISTERING!
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   325 pages

Why Christians should be opposed
to all forms of counseling. Reveals how
counseling, which is problem-centered,
involves sinful conversations. Offers
ways to equip those in need to live a
biblical life.
B-1102 Paperback    $16 - 2 lbs.

12 STEPS TO DESTRUCTION
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   247 pages

Exposes the codependency/recovery
heresies that have affected the churches
through “Christian” psychology. Written
for those who are suffering from the trials
of life and for those who want to help
them. Also for both those currently or
formerly in 12-step recovery programs.
B-1014 Paperback      $12 - 1 lb.

WHY I QUESTION THE ROMAN
CATHOLIC FAITH
Charles G.B. Evans     226 pages

Is Roman Catholicism the same as
mainstream Christianity? Are the dif-
ferences important? Was Peter the first
pope; was Mary sinless? These ques-
tions and more are answered with tact
and compassion for Catholics.
B-1111 Paperback $15 - 1 lb.

THE HARBINGER:
Fact or Fiction?
David James  224 pages

Is it possible that the N.Y. Times
bestseller, The Harbinger is leading
Christians astray? That the alleged
“ancient mystery” that holds the secret
to America’s future is not biblical? This
important book offers the truth.
B-1110 Paperback $15 - 1 lb.

EARTH’S EARLIEST AGES
G.H. Pember       332 pages

This is a 19th-century classic that
addresses the pre-Adamic theory and
the early history of Satan, and offers a
biblical account of the Fall of Man and
the Flood eras, and modern distortions
of the texts and contexts of both. It is
considered controversial by some.
B-1104 Paperback    $12 - 2 lbs.

MORMONISM
Kurt Van Gorden 94 pages

With its emphasis on family values
and conservative ethics, Mormonism is
being given by Christian leaders much
credibility as a valid expression of
biblical faith. Peel back the facade and
you will find a heretical cult with roots
in immorality, racism and violence.
B-1108 Paperback $11 - 1 lb.
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HOMEGROWN JIHAD: Terrorist
Camps Around the U.S.
PRB Films   105 Minutes

The explosive documentary with
never-before-seen footage of terrorist
compounds in the U.S. under the lead-
ership of radical Pakistani cleric Sheikh
MuBarack Gilani. “Soldiers of Allah”
are being trained to wage war in the U.S.
DVD-2029   $15 - 1 lb.

CROSSING THE LINE: The Inti-
fada Comes to Campus
Imagination Productions 40 Minutes

Shows how the Mideast conflict
is evoking deep anti-Jewish sentiments
among college professors and students.
Reveals financial ties between Middle
East Studies programs and Arab states’
proliferation of anti-Semitism.
DVD-2030    $20 - 1 lb.

TERRORISM: The New War on
Freedom
Jeremiah Films  50 Minutes

Tells the truth about the violent
nature of Islam. Hatred of everything non-
Islamic is fundamental to that religion,
not just to the “radical” elements. This
video offers strong documentation of the
anti-Christ, anti-Jewish agenda of Islam.
DVD-2023   $24  - 1 lb.

THE THIRD JIHAD:
Radical Islam’s Vision for America
The Clarion Fund 72 Minutes

Banned by the NYPD under
pressure from “moderate” Islamic
organizations in America. Indicts the
media and government for keeping
us in the dark. Well documented,
and most important.
DVD- 2032     $15 - 1 lb.
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DVDs
OBSESSION:
Radical Islam’s War Against the West
The Clarion Fund     60 Minutes

Does Western Civilization have
much time left? Unique footage from
Arab television reveals a plan to destroy
the West and entrench Islam over the
entire world. A warfare we are not
allowed to know about.
DVD-2031        $15 - 1 lb.
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TRANSHUMANISM:
Recreating Humanity
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Science fiction is becoming
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but shouldn’t be to the believer.
DVD- 2033     $20 - 1 lb.
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Mother of five to die
for “blasphemy”

ASIA BIBI, A Catholic mother of five, has been sentenced
to death for “blasphemy” after being confronted by a
coworker who demanded that she renounce Jesus and

convert to Islam. Bibi responded that she wasn’t going to con-
vert, and as a result of that encounter, she has been convicted of
blasphemy against Islam’s “holy prophet,” and sentenced to be
hanged. All appeals on her behalf have failed.

The account begins with Bibi taking a drink of water, then
offering the cup to a Muslim woman, whereupon another
woman by the name of Musarat angrily accuses her of desecrat-
ing the water by drinking from it. The woman warns the other
Muslims not to drink from the water because it has become
“haram”—sinful or polluted and unacceptable to Allah.

According to Asia’s testimony, the following dialogue ensues:

“I think Jesus would see it differently from Moham-
med.”

“That’s right, you’re just a filthy Christian! You’ve
contaminated our water and now you dare speak for the
Prophet! Stupid [expletive], your Jesus didn’t even have
a proper father, he was a [expletive], don’t you know that?

“You should convert to Islam to redeem yourself for
your filthy religion.”

“I’m not going to convert. I believe in my religion and
in Jesus Christ, who died on the cross for the sins of
mankind. What did your Prophet Mohammed ever do
to save mankind? And why should it be me that converts
instead of you?”

Bibi’s resistance results in physical assault, and her opposers
become even more hateful:

Five days later, I went to work fruit picking in another
field. I’ve almost filled my bowl when I hear what sounds
like a rioting crowd. I step back from my bush, wondering
what’s going on, and in the distance I see dozens of men
and women striding along towards our field, waving their
arms in the air.

I catch the cruel eyes of Musarat. Her expression is
self-righteous and full of scorn. I shiver as I suddenly
realize that she hasn’t let it go. I can tell she’s out for
revenge. The excited crowd is closer now; they are com-
ing into the field and now they’re standing in front of
me, threatening and shouting.

“Filthy [expletive]! We’re taking you back to the
village! You insulted our Prophet! You’ll pay for that with
your life!”

They all start yelling, “Death! Death to the Christian!”
When a young mullah intervenes, he is explicit: convert or die.

“If you don’t want to die,” says the young mullah, “you
must convert to Islam. Are you willing to redeem yourself
by becoming a good Muslim?”

“No, I don’t want to change my religion. But please
believe me, I didn’t do what these women say, I didn’t
insult your religion. Please have mercy on me.”

“You’re lying! Everyone says you committed this
blasphemy and that’s proof enough. Christians must
comply with the law of Pakistan, which forbids any
derogatory remarks about the holy Prophet. Since you
won’t convert and the Prophet cannot defend himself,
we shall avenge him.”

Asia’s death sentence was upheld by an appeals court, and
again by Pakistan’s high court. As of this writing, she is languish-
ing in prison. Her husband, Ashiq Masih, has written an open
letter appealing to Pakistan’s president Mamnoon Hussain for
a pardon and permission for the couple and their children to
move to Paris, France, which has offered them asylum.

Asia has been in prison since 2009. She wrote about her
ordeal in a 2012 book titled, Get Me Out of Here. In it she
included a letter she wrote to her family urging them to have
faith in God. “My children,” she wrote, “don’t lose courage or
faith in Jesus Christ.”

There have been many reports of Christians being murdered for
their faith, often on trumped-up charges that they “blasphemed”
the “holy prophet” or his “holy book,” the Qur’an. Recently, a
Christian married couple in Punjab, Pakistan, were beaten to
death and their bodies burned by an angry mob of Muslims that
accused them of “desecrating” the Qur’an. The media were
given only their first names, Shahzad, 26, and Shama, 24. They
were murdered after a few pages of a Qur’an were allegedly
found on the street outside their home. The local Muslim clergy
were informed, the accusations were announced over loud-
speakers, and a mob estimated between 1200 and 1600 con-
verged upon the couple’s home. They were beaten, stripped and
dragged behind a tractor. Their bones were broken and their
bodies were thrown into a burning furnace of the brick kiln
where Shahzad worked for poverty wages.

At least in this case, there has been sufficient outcry that the
government is proceeding to investigate under the country’s
Anti-Terrorism Act. Mehr Tarar, former op-ed editor of the
Daily Times, Pakistan, reports in The Huffington Post that most of
the perpetrators have been arrested.

Pakistan receives billions of dollars in aid from the United
States. It has frequently postured as an enemy of America, and
has conspired against U.S. interests, even firing on American
troops. Yet in spite of this, the Obama administration continues
to reward it with U.S. taxpayers’ dollars.

Our prayer is that someone in this administration with a sense
of decency and compassion, as well as at least a modicum of
patriotic leaning, would appeal to Obama for diplomatic appeals
to Hussain for clemency for Asia Bibi. In their world, money talks.

But whether or not this happens, and whether or not Asia
Bibi is hanged for alleged “blasphemy” against the prophet of
the “religion of peace,” our prayers are that she will remain true
to her Savior, and that she and her husband and family will
come into a more perfect knowledge of Jesus Christ and His
Gospel of the Kingdom. We hope our readers will join with us
in those prayers.v
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God Matures Believers
Through Trials

Guest Column
By Martin and Deidre Bobgan

PSYCHOLOGICAL COUNSELING THEORIES and therapies
have become so accepted throughout Christendom that
Christians rarely question their use. They assume that

psychological counseling is good, especially if practiced by a
Christian. This acceptance of the psychological way actually
reveals a lack of trust in Christ and the Bible. For example,
many Christians spend more time, effort, and money on talk
therapy than in learning to trust and know God through their
trials. Sadly, they may run from trying to solve one problem to
the next and miss tremendous opportunities to know and
experience God in their trials and to practice walking according
to the Spirit through valleys of suffering.

We have had the great privilege of knowing believers who
walked the spiritual way rather than the psychological way. One
such person was a retired missionary, Mary Lewer. Mary shared
her life with us for a number of years while we had the privilege
of driving her back and forth to church. She would talk about
her life on the mission field in a very informal manner as we
were in the car with our children, who gleaned much from
hearing about her experiences. She spoke of learning languages,
of traveling three days by mule before reaching the closest
railroad, and of being divinely protected from robbers along the
way. She also told us about the people who came to know Christ
and whose lives were dramatically changed.

Mary’s faith was anchored in the Word of God and strength-
ened in the trials of missionary work in a very remote area of
China. God’s call on her life was so very personal and strong
that even when her baby boy died she did not turn back, but
looked to Christ and served faithfully with her husband. Then
when her husband was swept away in the Mekong River, Mary
remained at her mission post with her two young daughters. Her
relationship with God was one of such trust that when our
pastor talked about questioning God, she was concerned that
people would question Him. She wondered at the thought and
quietly, almost to herself, said, "I never questioned God." While
she may have wondered why He allowed various trials in her life,
she did not question Him or His will for her life. Mary did not
know the psychological way that has captured so many Chris-
tians today. She knew the Lord and His way of sanctification.

When experiencing trials, painful challenges, and other
problems of living, we can easily forget that our Father in
Heaven knows and uses every circumstance to conform each of
His children into the image of Christ. We can become so caught
up in difficult circumstances that we lose sight of God’s perspec-
tive as our Creator and very present Potter. However, during
tough times we can find strength by affirming eternal truths
about our relationship with Him. Remembering the basics of

salvation can draw us closer to Him whenever we become
overwhelmed by problems.

God’s relationship with each of His children goes way back.
He established our DNA and then formed us in our mother’s
womb (Ps. 139:15-16). However, because of the horrendous
damage to the soul wrought by sin, each and every person needs
a thorough cleansing and a brand new beginning. Sin had to be
judged for justice to prevail. Thus, because of His great love,
God sent His only Son to fulfill justice by dying in our place.
Then when Christ was raised from the dead and took His seat
at the right hand of His Father, He sent the Holy Spirit to each
one who would trust in His substitutionary death and thus live
the new life, which is the very life of Christ in the believer. That
is the miraculous beginning of sanctification—being set apart for
God. From that moment on every believer continues to be a
work of God’s mercy and grace until the day when we will see
Him face to face:

Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not
yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he
shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as
he is. And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth
himself, even as he is pure. (1 John 3:2-3 KJV)

This hope of seeing Him and becoming like Him both
encourages and purifies us during those times when the refining
process involves rigorous challenges and painful trials.

Unfortunately, when suffering comes our way, it captures
our attention, whether it be physical pain, mental pain, strained
relationships, financial problems, persecution, or any other
trial. Thoughts naturally gravitate to the problem to the point
that the problem runs our thoughts and lives. We think about
it, talk about it, worry about it, dream about it, and search all
around to find solutions to alleviate the troublesome situation.
Yet, this is the very place of possible blessing when we know that
the Potter is in charge and He knows what He is doing for His
glory and our ultimate good.

Trials can be treacherous journeys through which we learn
to walk by faith and experience God to the utmost. That is why
Paul could write:

Therefore being justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ: By whom also we have
access by faith into this grace wherein we stand, and rejoice
in hope of the glory of God. And not only so, but we glory
in tribulations also: knowing that tribulation worketh
patience; and patience, experience; and experience, hope:

And hope maketh not ashamed; because the love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us. (Romans 5:1-5 KJV)

Notice how Paul starts with our position in Christ. How
useful to return to these glorious truths: "justified by faith" and
"peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ"! Here we stand
on solid ground even while circumstances seem to be spinning
out of control. Here is the place of grace and even rejoicing as
we anticipate the glory of God—even that day when we shall see
Jesus face to face. Here is the position from which Paul was able
to "glory in tribulation."
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"Glory in tribulation"? Glory "in labours more abundant, in

stripes above measure, in prisons more frequent, in deaths oft"?
Glory in receiving 39 lashes? Glory in being beaten with rods,
being stoned, suffering shipwreck, "in journeyings often, in
perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils by mine own
countrymen, in perils by the heathen, in perils in the city, in
perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false
brethren; in weariness and painfulness, in watchings often, in
hunger and thirst, in fastings often, in cold and nakedness"? (2
Cor. 11:23-27) How could Paul glory in all this tribulation?

As he depended on God in every one of those trials, he
experienced God’s faithfulness, presence, power, wisdom, and
truth. He learned to walk by faith as he kept his eyes more on
Jesus than the circumstances. Indeed, he found "that tribulation
worketh patience; and patience, experience; and experience,
hope." Amazing! How can we, as ordinary Christians, glory in
tribulation like Paul? It’s not easy to keep our minds and hearts
steady on Christ. Yet, this is where we find strength to meet the
challenges and learn to walk more by faith than by sight.

Fixing our eyes on Jesus does not in any way remove us from
whatever He would have us do about our circumstances. In other
words, this is not an escape hatch. Rather, it is an arsenal, the very
arsenal described in Ephesians 6:10-18. We are called to be "strong
in the Lord, and in the power of His might," not our might, but
"His might." Paul learned through many trials to be "strong in the
Lord, and in the power of His might." In following the Lord there
is help for the moment, but beyond that there is help for the future.
With each trial Paul was further prepared for the next through
increased wisdom, endurance, and knowledge of his Savior.

On the other hand, trials can be used by the enemy of our
souls to breed anger, bitterness, selfishness, hostility, malice, evil
speaking, and a tendency to blame others, including God, but
Paul learned both internal and external obedience. Thus, he wrote:

Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and clamour,
and evil speaking, be put away from you, with all malice:
and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving
one another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven
you. (Eph. 4:31-32 KJV)

God knows our every thought and what we will say even
before we say it (Psalm 139). Therefore, we sin against Him
when we entertain thoughts that are not consistent with the
truth of His Word and the excellency of His being. Since God
is love and we are to love one another (1 John 4:7-8), even our
thoughts must conform to love. That is why David prayed, "Let
the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be
acceptable in thy sight, O LORD, my strength, and my redeem-
er" (Ps. 19:14). Indeed out thoughts can grieve the Holy Spirit,
whereby we are "sealed unto the day of redemption" (Eph. 4:30).

By reading his letters, we can see much of what Paul learned
through tribulation. For instance, as "the love of God is shed
abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost" during trials (Rom.
5:5), God’s love came through him so that he could describe the
kind of love God has planned for human relationships:

Charity suffereth long, and is kind; charity envieth
not; charity vaunteth not itself, is not puffed up, doth not
behave itself unseemly, seeketh not her own, is not easily

provoked, thinketh no evil; rejoiceth not in iniquity, but
rejoiceth in the truth; beareth all things, believeth all
things, hopeth all things, endureth all things. (1 Cor.
13:4-7) KJV)

Trials test us and can thereby strengthen our love for God
and others. Yet, it is so easy for believers to fall into the flesh,
react in the flesh, and try to solve the problems in the flesh. Oh,
the mercy and faithfulness of God! Even here we learn to know
Him as we confess our sins, for surely we will sin during stressful
situations. We become especially vulnerable under stress.

Thankfully our great high priest knows and understands and
makes intercession for us (Heb. 4:14-16), so that even here we
come to know Him more. And, as our love for Him grows, we
become stronger in Him. Thus victory will come for believers
through all the work that Christ is doing in them, both through
the constant cleansing of His blood and through His life work-
ing in them. Thus, we join with Paul in seeing tribulation as
opportunities for true spiritual growth in Christ.

The greater the trial, the greater the need to seek the divine
source of wisdom, strength, and love: "Praying always with all
prayer and supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto
with all perseverance and supplication for all saints" (Eph. 6:18).
Why pray for others when our own needs are so great? This is
God’s plan to keep us looking to Him rather than being totally
focused on our own needs. As we pray for one another in the
body of Christ, every part of the body benefits, so that even as
we pray for others, we are built up in Christ.

As Christians we can be confident that we are the Father’s
"workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in them" (Eph.
2:10). We can also be confident "that he which hath begun a good
work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ" (Phil.
1:6) and that He will never leave us nor forsake us (Heb. 13:5).
Therefore, as we look to Him in our adversity we can be confident
that He will work mightily to produce patience and experience in
walking with Him. Then the experience of walking by faith in our
faithful Lord brings forth hope and such hope will never make us
ashamed because of "the love of God [being] shed abroad in our
hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us" (Rom. 5:1-5).

Our Lord Jesus is faithful moment by moment. Thus we can
depend on Him moment by moment. Depending on God is not
passive but active in the sense of being yoked together with Him
and actively going where He’s going and following His lead
according to His manner (Matt. 11:28-30). Rather than being
enticed into the psychological way of the world, believers have
an opportunity for spiritual growth during seasons of stress and
days of despair. As believers turn to the Lord and His Word,
apply these truths to their own lives, and then minister them to
one another in the body of Christ, they will grow into Christ’s
likeness. May we all reflect Christ’s faithfulness more and more
during trials as we respond to His moment by moment pres-
ence, love, care, and continuing creative work in our lives.v

PsychoHeresy Awareness Letter, March-April 2014
PsychoHeresy Awareness Ministries

4137 Primavera Road, Santa Barbara, CA 93110
www.pamweb.org
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A PESTILENCE UPON
THE LAND

By Albert James Dager

THERE IS A new pestilence beginning to stalk the land—a
pestilence that was unknown to mankind a scant 38
years ago. Although this pestilence has been known of

for almost four decades, news of Ebola virus disease (EVD), also
known as Ebola hemorrhagic fever (EHF), or simply Ebola, has
only recently made headlines in the United States. This is
largely due to news of a West African man, Eric Duncan, who
travelled to the U.S. from his native country of Liberia and was
diagnosed with Ebola on September 30, 2014.

Before boarding Flight 951 in Monrovia, Duncan was hand-
ed a questionnaire inquiring if he had had any contact with
Ebola. He apparently lied when he said he had not.

On September 24, only four days after arriving in Dallas,
Duncan began experiencing flulike symptoms, and went to the
Texas Health Presbyterian Hospital (THPH). He reported hav-
ing abdominal pain, dizziness, nausea and headache, symptoms
also consistent with the new onset of Ebola. The medical staff
at THPH was unfamiliar with Ebola as there had never before
been a case reported in the U.S. Asked about his personal
history and health information, Duncan claimed to be a “local
resident,” and denied having had contact with any sick people.

Despite following Centers for Disease Control (CDC) proto-
col for Ebola, two nurses who helped treat Duncan contracted
the disease. The first, 26-year-old Nina Phan, reported initial
symptoms on October 10. On October 14, a second nurse,
29-year-old Amber Vinson, also reported symptoms. Both tested
positive for Ebola.

Since the account of Duncan’s disease became public, the
CDC and Barack Obama’s administration have told the Amer-
ican public that Ebola is very difficult to catch, and that one
must come in contact with bodily fluids of an infected person
in order to contract the disease. They have downplayed the
seriousness of Ebola by saying that the flu claims far more lives
in the United States than does Ebola, and so we should not be
concerned. But this has done little to assuage the fears of
Americans. Are such fears rational? Or should we trust the
government to tell us the truth, and leave all concern in its
hands? More important, are there spiritual aspects to this new
disease, and should believers in Christ be concerned apart from
the physical dangers Ebola presents?

Tracing Ebola’s Origins
According to the international humanitarian aid organiza-

tion Medecins Sans Frontieres (Doctors Without Borders), the
earliest accounts of the Ebola virus infecting humans is believed
to be the result of fruit bats simultaneously infecting people in
Nzara in Sudan, and in Yambuku in the Democratic Republic

of the Congo (DRC), in 1976. The disease is named after the
Ebola River which runs through the village in the DRC where
the outbreak occurred. There were 318 reported cases from that
outbreak in Nzara and the DRC.

The current Ebola strains are believed to have a common
link to the 1976 outbreak. As of November 29, 2014, the World
Health Organization (WHO) has reported some 7,000 deaths,
with an estimated 16,000 more likely infected with Ebola. These
numbers are significantly higher than previously released by
WHO. Furthermore, according to WHO, the current outbreak
has infected 240 health care workers in Guinea, Liberia, Nigeria
and Sierra Leone, of which more than 120 have died. Yet in
spite of the devastatingly high ratio of deaths to infections, little
was known of the disease among the more advanced countries,
including the United States.

Raising Our Consciousness
Now that the U.S. has had its first few incidences of Ebola,

the disease’s fame is spreading throughout the Western world.
This has raised suspicions among some that western govern-
ments—particularly the United States—are purposely allowing
Ebola to spread outside of West Africa in order to raise the
consciousness of people here so that action might be demanded
to eradicate the disease. Otherwise, it is reasoned, the govern-
ment would not have the necessary popular opinion on its side
to expend the billions of dollars necessary to treat the disease in
West Africa. This would also justify sending military and medi-
cal assistance to the infected areas.

Were the disease to remain quarantined in those West
Africa nations, the United States and other western govern-
ments would be hard-pressed to act. Another benefit to allowing
the disease to escape West Africa is that pharmaceutical compa-
nies now have a reason to develop new vaccines and other
treatments for Ebola.

There is no proof to these suspicions, and perhaps nothing
will come of this. But it is otherwise difficult to understand why
the Centers for Disease Control insist that quarantining these
nations would be unwise and would result in an even wider
dissemination of the disease. The reason given is that people
would just fly from West Africa to other nations before flying to
the United States. My (admittedly amateur) opinion is, so what?
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Why not make it more difficult for people from these high-risk
countries to enter the U.S.? That’s like saying we should open
the dam and flood the village; otherwise the dam might spring
a leak sometime and end up flooding the village anyway.

But then, the government is so much wiser than we. Isn’t it?

Questionable Motives
CDC director Dr. Thomas Frieden has consistently defend-

ed the position of the Obama administration to allow people
from the infected countries of Sierra Leone, Guinea and Liberia
and others to enter the United States. The precautions that
have been put in place amount to asking people if they have
been in contact with others infected with Ebola, and taking
their temperatures before allowing them to leave the airport
terminals. As if people don’t lie, or that someone might be
infected but not show symptoms for up to three weeks. This
practice also ignores the fact that many people are carriers of
diseases and never exhibit symptoms.

Although repeatedly stating in press conferences that any
hospital in the United States should be able to treat Ebola,
Frieden has expressed conflicting concerns that “the situation
wasn’t going to be as simple or as controlled as we thought it
would be.” In an interview with Elizabeth Cohen, Senior Medi-
cal Correspondent for Cable News Network (CNN), Friedan
said, “I think we didn’t recognize how hard it would be to care
for someone with Ebola who was desperately ill in the U.S., and
how much hands-on nursing care there would be, and we didn’t
expect two nurses to get infected.”

Asked if he regretted having previously said that any hospital
in the U.S. could treat Ebola, Friedan skirted the question by
stating, “Clearly there are things that we wish we’d done differ-
ently. The bottom line is that Ebola is hard to treat, and when
the first patient ever with Ebola came to the United States, we
thought the guidelines would protect the health care workers.
When two health care workers became infected, we recognized
that the guidelines didn’t work. So we changed them.”

Here is the head of the CDC telling us that he had no idea
how difficult it is to treat Ebola, as if his organization should not
have known all there was to know about the disease. The
information was there for them; all they had to do was consult
the facts on Ebola learned from the outbreaks in West Africa.
Ebola’s more-than-fifty-percent death toll (so far), and the fact
that so many care givers in West Africa have been infected in
spite of taking necessary precautions—also half of them dying—
should have raised some red flags. Yet Frieden speaks as if he
was totally ignorant of the facts regarding Ebola:

I wish I had known then what we know now. But
that’s not how the world works. We live life forward, and
we understand things backwards. Looking back with
20/20 hindsight, there are always things we would do
differently. What I’m focused on today is protecting
Americans by strengthening our health-care system here,
and stopping the outbreak in Africa.

“Strengthening our health-care system here,” no doubt,
means implementing Obamacare to the fullest.

When asked by Cohen what he would do differently with
20/20 hindsight, Frieden again skirted the question by saying,

“Really, second guessing what happened before isn’t, I think,
very productive.” He then changed the subject to the rising
threat of Ebola in Mali.

Given the information available from the spread of Ebola in
West Africa, and the fact that the disease has been known since
1976, if the CDC is so incompetent and/or so ignorant, per-
haps the lawmakers who called for Frieden’s resignation had
good reason to do so.

The Ebola fiasco follows on the steps of the CDC’s mishan-
dling of samples of anthrax bacteria and avian flu virus at CDC
headquarters in Atlanta, Georgia, in June and July of 2014.

Not As Bad As The Flu?
The government is quick to quell concern about Ebola by

almost humorously telling us that, after all, the flu claims many
more lives than Ebola in the United States. True, but Ebola is
just now being introduced into the U.S. Besides that, what does
it matter if the flu remains the more deadly of the two diseases?
Because one million people are infected with one disease, does
that justify a cavalier attitude toward another disease that may
infect only 500,000—or even five? Should not precautions be
taken to ensure that even those five would be safe?

When the government plays a numbers game with disease,
the gamble is too great for the nation’s citizens.

What is not being widely broadcast is how Ebola kills. It’s
not pretty.

According to Joseph Fair, vice president of Metabiota, a San
Francisco-based company that studies Ebola and other patho-
gens, “Ebola is incredibly contagious and lethal, killing up to 90
percent of its victims through widespread internal—and some-
times external—bleeding.”

“You essentially lose the junctures between your cell walls,
so your capillaries are leaking. Once that happens, you lose
blood pressure and you essentially die of shock…It’s an extreme-
ly uncomfortable death.”1 Essentially, people with Ebola bleed
from every orifice of their bodies.

Ebola might not yet have reached the stage of the flu in
America, but forced to choose, most people would probably opt
to die from the flu.

Difficult to Catch?
The claim is that one must come into direct contact with

body fluids of an infected person. The question arises, if so
many caregivers for Ebola patients are coming down with the
disease even after taking precautions not to come in contact
with patients’ bodily fluids, does it not seem reasonable that it
can be spread through the air, if not with current strains,
possibly with mutated strains? And if there is even the slightest
possibility for that, should not the U.S. ban entry for all travel-
ers from West Africa without their first being documented as
having undergone the 21-day quarantine that would virtually
guarantee them to be Ebola free, and then testing their blood to
see if they truly are Ebola free?

But even beyond neglecting this reasonable precaution, the
government is beginning to allow infected people to come into

1  “Ebola in Uganda: Why Can’t We Cure It? Where Does It Hide?”
National Geographic News,
http://news.nationalgeographic.com/news/2012/07/120731-ebola-
uganda-virus-health-world-science/.



24

MEDIA SPOTLIGHT • VOL. 37 - NO. 4 • WINTER 2014
the U.S. In November, 2014, the U.S. admitted into the U.S.
for treatment, Dr. Martin Salia, a Sierra Leone national infected
with Ebola. Salia is a surgeon who has permanent resident
status in the United States. Almost immediately upon arriving
in the U.S., Salia died from the disease.

Might Salia’s transport to the U.S. be only the beginning of
an open-door policy for non-U.S. citizens with Ebola to be
granted admission to this country? Is the government purposely
allowing risks to be taken with the expectation that Ebola could
spread in the U.S.?

Farfetched? Perhaps. But knowing the treasonous nature of
this present administration, and the irrational explanations by
the government as to why we should allow infected people from
West Africa to come here for treatment, one cannot but suspect
that something evil this way comes.

By all means, we should render aid to the suffering over
there. But we should not risk spreading the suffering over here.

The truth is that Obama and most department heads within
his administration are Marxists. (See our special report, Is
Barack Obama a Marxist?) It is no secret that Marxists hate
America. Not the physical country, but the form of government.
They are avowed enemies of the Constitution and what has
come to be called “the American way of life.” They also lie
without conscience. Marxists will vow to uphold and protect the
Constitution as they take the oath of office, but the word of a
Marxist is worthless. They work diligently to destroy every
vestige of safety and sanity to protect this nation against their
global agenda. They want the U.S. to be invaded by illegal
aliens; they want the economy to be destroyed so they can
rebuild their unrealistic and illogically hoped-for Utopia; they
want to see the military depleted and spread out across the
globe, expending trillions of dollars to further bankrupt the
nation. They want America to be fully integrated into the global
community of nations, surrendering its sovereignty to jurisdic-
tion by forces not only ignorant of constitutional law, but
purposely dedicated to Marxist ideology. And through it all they
give lip service to the people, telling us that they have America’s
best interests at heart.

They are anti-Christ and anti-American—traitors to the nth
degree. And this administration is a snake-pit of Marxists bent
on destroying the United States of America.

At the same time that we recognize this fact, we also recog-
nize that they are also part of God’s judgment upon the nation
for its sins, and for its rejection of His truth. When we point the
finger at Obama, perhaps we should first point the finger at
“Christian” citizens who have left their first love.

The Spiritual Dimension
As I have stated so many times of late, I believe the United

States of America is under judgment from our righteous God
who has given this nation every opportunity to know the truth
of His Word, and to live by it in freedom. Instead, the nation
overall—including the vast majority of those who go by His
name—have chosen to not only tolerate, but celebrate certain
evils that are a stench in our holy Father’s nostrils. One way in
which God judges a nation is by sending pestilences upon it.

That is the spiritual dimension of disease; it is the spiritual
dimension of Ebola.

As fast as medical science achieves a means to overcome one
disease, another rears its head. AIDS is no longer the threat to
homosexuals and drug addicts that it once was. But here comes
another deadly disease on the horizon. It remains to be seen if
God allows it to decimate the United States as it is doing to
West Africa and other less advanced nations.

We expect the world to live in fear of these things, but how
should believers in Jesus react? Of course we are disgusted with
how the government betrays its own citizens. We are aware of
how often government leaders abuse their power, and how so
many past presidents have acted contrary to the best interests of
the nation. But in my opinion, the current administration is the
most treasonous in the history of the United States, even more
so than those of Woodrow Wilson or Franklin D. Roosevelt,
both of whom had designs to surrender our sovereignty to
international jurisdiction.

It seems as if the government is purposely and consistently
manufacturing one crisis after another to engender fear in the
populous. A citizenry in fear is easy to control; it is easy to bring
into subjection by offering safety in exchange for freedom. Fear
is one of our spiritual enemy’s best means to drive a wedge
between us and our God.

True believers in Christ Jesus must not give in to these fears.
We should know about these things if for no other reason than
to offer comfort to those who are in fear of them. But we must
not allow fear to overwhelm us—not even to phase us. If we truly
believe that our steps are ordered by God (Psalms 37: 23), then
how can we fear in whatever circumstance we find ourselves?

God’s means to correct His children is to chastise them,
which is not pleasant, but He will not utterly destroy us. Death
comes to all because our bodies are not yet redeemed. So, too,
do diseases sometimes ravage our bodies. But our trust is in
Him who paid the price for our sins in order to guarantee us
entrance into His Kingdom as we remain faithful to Him.

He who dwells in the secret place of the most High
shall abide under the shadow of the Almighty. I will say
of YHWH, He is my refuge and my fortress—my God; in
Him will I trust. Surely He shall deliver you from the snare
of the fowler, and from the harmful pestilence. He shall
cover you with His feathers, and under His wings you
shall trust, His truth shall be your shield and buckler. You
shall not be afraid of the terror by night, nor for the arrow
that flies by day, nor for the pestilence that walks in
darkness, nor for the destruction that wastes at noonday.
A thousand shall fall at your side, and ten thousand at
your right hand, but it shall not come near you. (Psalms
91:1-7)

Is the harmful pestilence of Ebola something to be con-
cerned about? Absolutely.

Might it affect some true believers? Possibly.
Will it work for our spiritual ruin? Never.
Our focus must be on our Lord and His promise to never

leave us or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5).
His judgment is just; His love and mercy are sure.v
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Did a Dutch orchestra
walk out on a Muslim
trying to convert the
audience to Islam?
A VIDEO HAS BEEN making the rounds on the Internet of

late, showing a Muslim on stage before an orchestra
making a plea to Queen Beatrix of the Netherlands and

the audience to convert to Islam. The messages accompanying
the video say that the man was the conductor of the orchestra.
The orchestra is given kudos by some making the video available
on their websites and YouTube with the words, “Great to see
people with the courage of their convictions!”

The Muslim man’s remarks follow:

In the name of Allah, the Most Compassionate, the
Most Merciful. I am sorry. I know it is not appropriate to
do this, this way, but I am compelled to do so. I have
issued some requests, they were ignored.

[Begins to recite from Qur’an 19:30:]: “ I [Jesus] am a
servant of Allah. He has given me revelation and made
me a prophet; In the name of Allah, and he has made me
blessed wheresoever I be, and hath enjoined on me
prayer and charity as long as I live, hath made me kind
to my mother, and not overbearing or
miserable. So peace is on me the day I
was born, the day that I die, and the
day that I shall be raised up to life. I
am Issa Mesih, Yeshua, Jesus Christ,
however you want to say it.

[At this point the orchestra stood
en masse and began to leave the stage.]

I am here to invite you…[Turning
toward the orchestra members as they
leave the stage]  There is nothing going
on; there is no bomb. Stay seated. I am
not a madman. I am a servant of Allah,
and I invite you to faith. So believe in
Allah, and worship him, then. This is
the straight path.

He was then removed from the stage and questioned by the
security staff, whereupon the video ends.EQ

What is the truth?
There is no date on this video, but Queen Beatrix abdicated

the throne to her eldest son, Willem-Alexander, on April 30,
2013. The Sunday, September 4, 2011 report on Islam in Europe,
states:

A man interrupted a concert in Amsterdam Saturday night.
He climbed up to the stage said he 'served Allah" and called
everybody present to join the faith.

The gala concert celebrated the 100th anniversary of
the Society of Dutch Composers, and was attended by
Queen Beatrix, who stayed seated throughout the com-
motion. Apparently, the man had asked other attendees
at the beginning of the evening whether the Queen
would really be present.

After a minute security showed up, and removed
both the orchestra and the Muslim. The Muslim said
'there is no bomb', but police checked for bombs none-
theless. The concert was later resumed.

According to a police spokesperson, the man is a
well-known for interrupting events.

So do the orchestra members really deserve credit for stand-
ing up against Islam? Apparently not.

The Netherlands is one of the most ungodly nations on the
earth. Half of the population have no religion, the majority of
the other half, 54 percent, are Roman Catholic; 15.7 percent
are Protestant, and 5.3 percent are Muslims. The Christianity of
the Netherlands is a mishmash of paganism with Roman Cath-
olic tradition.

Same-sex marriage, abortion, prostitution, euthanasia,
among other evils, are reflect Dutch mores. It is highly unlikely
that the orchestra members were as repulsed by the man’s
actions as they were afraid his actions might be a prelude to a
terrorist attack.

Sad to say, there probably isn’t any group of people outside
of born-again believers in Jesus and some patriotic Americans
who would walk out en masse at the appeal of a Muslim to
convert to his religion.v
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THE 20TH CENTURY may be classified as the next to final
chapter in mankind’s return to Babel. It began with each
nation clinging to its nationalist pride and ended with

the birth and maturation of globalization. This has been anti-
Christ’s design from the time that God scattered the people
from building the Tower of Babel:

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one
speech.

And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east,
that they found a plain in the land of Shinar and they
lived there. And they said to one another, “Come, let us
make bricks, and burn them thoroughly.”

And they had brick for stone, and they had slime for
mortar. And they said, “Come, let us build us a city, and
a tower whose top may reach to the heavens, and let us
make us a name lest we be scattered abroad upon the face
of the whole earth.”

And YHWH came down to see the city and the tower
that the children of men built. And YHWH said, “Look,
the people are united, and they all have one language,
and this they begin to do. And now nothing that they
have imagined to do will be restrained from them. Come,
let us go down, and there confound their language so
that they may not understand one another's speech.”

So YHWH scattered them abroad from there upon
the face of all the earth, and they stopped building the city.

Therefore the name of it is called Babel, because
YHWH confounded the language of all the earth there.
And from there YHWH scattered them abroad upon the
face of all the earth. (Genesis 11:1-9)

Mankind’s ability to imagine and create, imparted to us by
the only true God, YHWH, when He breathed into Adam the
breath of life, allows us to achieve astounding works according
to our imaginations. The problem is that because of man’s sin
nature, man’s imagination, unless submitted to God’s Holy

Spirit, is evil (Genesis 6:5; 8:21), and it works against the will of
God. Look up every instance of the word “imagination” in
Scripture, and it’s not a pretty picture.

We are not to be led by our imaginations, but by the Spirit
of God. This is true of all things we do, including the “creative”
aspects of our service to Him. Men pride themselves on their
imagination to create; this is true of many Christians as well.
We see this in how so many Christians imitate the world in
their worship of the Lord, incorporating dissonant sounds
meant to pass as music, in pageants and rituals designed to
move God, in art and architecture meant to inspire awe, and in
many other ways.

Given enough time, nothing man imagines would be re-
strained from him. Anti-Christ is well aware of this god-like
quality, and he has worked for some 6,000 years to bring all of
mankind into the unity necessary for mankind to achieve total
rebellion against God. The 20th century demonstrates how far
man has come in his quest for godhood, rising from the dust of
the earth to set foot on the moon in a scant 69 years from the
beginning of the century.

Amazing, yet carnal, accomplishments were achieved in
communications that shrank the world even more than had
happened in all the centuries previous. To name a few: Gugliel-
mo Marconi, in 1901, made the first trans-Atlantic radio trans-
mission using the Morse Code letter “S”—three short dots or
“dits.” By 1920, the first radio broadcasts in the United States
would lay the foundation for communication into every home
that desired and could afford radio sets and, later, television sets.

In 1903 the Wright Brothers made the first powered flight
at Kittyhawk, North Carolina, setting the stage for man’s rapid
transit around the world via airplane. It also set the stage for
aerial warfare, something that greatly pleases anti-Christ. The
science of aerodynamics led from the first rickety air frames of
bi-planes to rocketry and jet propulsion, which would greatly
increase man’s reach not only around the world, but into space.
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Perhaps the greatest advances in communications would

come toward the end of the century. These include personal
computers that are used for social networking, surfing the
Internet, and writing in general. But again, these are used far
more for the enhancement of man’s ego than for God’s glory.
The single largest genre of use for the Internet is pornography,
even in the “Christian” United States, much to the delight of
anti-Christ.

Add to these means of communications the proliferation of
personal cell phones, language-translation software, and many
other electronic marvels too numerous to mention, and we see
how Babel has been erected slowly but methodically by the
anti-Christ. Truly, the 20th century was the Age of Invention and
a time for the burgeoning of man’s imagination. The evidence
is overwhelming that we are fast approaching the end of this age
according to the prophet Daniel:

“And at that time Michael shall stand up—the great
prince who stands for the children of your people—and
there shall be a time of trouble such as never was since
there was a nation even to that same time. And at that
time your people shall be delivered, everyone who shall
be found written in the book.

“And many of those who sleep in the dust of the
earth shall awake, some to everlasting life, and some to
shame and everlasting contempt.

“And those who are wise shall shine as the brightness
of the firmament, and those who turn many to righteous-
ness as the stars forever and ever.

“But you, O Daniel, shut up the words, and seal the
book, even to the time of the end. Many shall run back
and forth, and knowledge shall be increased.” (Daniel
12:1-4)

Man’s knowledge has increased exponentially in the past
two centuries, and never as much as in the 20th century and
these early years of the 21st century. Mankind traverses the globe
(back and forth) for business, pleasure and mischief, with hun-
dreds of thousands of people–approaching one million–in the
air and on the seas at any given moment. This was never
possible before the 20th century with the many material wonders
that were developed during that time.

It isn’t that these material wonders are evil in themselves;
they certainly are not. The problem is how they are used. It may
be said with certainty that the vast majority of man’s inventions
are consumed upon man’s own lusts for power, money, illicit
sex and personal aggrandizement. The amount used for God’s
glory is miniscule, and much that is claimed to be for His glory
is really used to satisfy man’s religious spirit.

Along with these material achievements, man took giant
strides in the development of so-called science, alluded to by the
apostle Paul in his letter to Timothy:

O Timothy, keep that which is committed to your
trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and opposi-
tion from science falsely so called, which some professing
have erred concerning the faith.  (1 Timothy 6:20-21)

The so-called science of which Paul wrote is not merely the
concept of evolution, particularly of man, but man’s philosophy
that addresses “behavioral science”—psychology in particular.
Man’s desire to heal the psyche in order to bring mankind into
the unreachable state of godhood is reflected in psychoanalysis
and psychotherapy. And there are almost as many theories of
psychology as there are psychologists, all of which are diametri-
cally opposed to the Word of God.

In 1900, Sigmund Freud, an Austrian neurologist, pub-
lished his first thesis on psychoanalysis—a term he coined in
1896 in Zur Atiologie der Hysterie (The Study of the Causes of
Hysteria), where he developed his theory of repressed memories.
That thesis on psychoanalysis, The Interpretation of Dreams, em-
phasized the role of the unconscious mind in determining one’s
psychological state. In her analysis of Freud’s work, Kendra
Cherry, a “psychology expert” writing for About Education, states:

The book [The Interpretation of Dreams] outlines
Freud’s belief that dreams are highly symbolic, containing
both overt meanings (manifest content) as well as under-
lying, unconscious thoughts (latent content). Dreams, he
suggested, are our unconscious wishes in disguise. Despite
Freud’s tendency to over-generalize, his lack of scientific
evidence, his overemphasis on sex, and his frequently
chauvinistic viewpoints, this seminal work remains impor-
tant in the history of psychology. The Interpretation of
Dreams marked the beginning of psychoanalysis and is a
fascinating text revealing Freud’s unique talent as a writer
and ambitious theorist.1

Since Freud, many other “scientists of the mind” began to
get in on this new field of study, among these Carl Jung who
founded analytical psychology. Jung attributed his inspiration to
a muse—a familiar spirit named Philemon (Deuteronomy 18:11).

If there is one area of human imagination that can be called
the greatest threat to the faith in these last days, it is psychoanal-
ysis and its accompanying humanistic attempt to overcome the
curse of sin, psychotherapy. (See our special report Psychology:
Science or Religion? authored by Martin and Deidre Bobgan.) Yet
to address issues of the soul, psychological methods are widely
employed by churches in lieu of ministry from the Word of God.
Even so-called Christian psychology is rooted in Freud, Jung and
other ungodly, atheistic purveyors of this “science” falsely called.
One cannot meld God’s Word with humanistic theories in
order to arrive at truth. A truth mixed with a lie equates to a lie.
Can a barrel of clean apples change the rotten apple in its midst?
Would not the rotten apple rather corrupt the clean apples? The
same is true of trying to mix human wisdom with God’s wisdom:

Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts, and let him return to YHWH, and He
will have mercy on him, and to our God, for He will
abundantly pardon.

“For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are your
ways My ways,” says YHWH. “For as the heavens are
higher than the earth, so are My ways higher than your
ways, and My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:7-9)
1  http://psychology.about.com/od/sigmundfreud/gr/interpretation.htm.
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Today, many pastors shunt their congregants to “Christian

psychologists” and/or “Christian counselors” rather than minis-
ter from God’s Word through the power of the Holy Spirit. In
some cases, pastors attempt to incorporate psychological theo-
ries into their own counseling. Required courses in psychology
are de rigueur in almost all Bible schools and seminaries now.

Christians who think they can meld man’s thoughts with
God’s thoughts are self-deceived, and they are leading astray
those under their influence.

 With each succeeding generation, the 20th century saw a
great departure from the purity of the Faith. Modernism, which
took root in the late 19th century, took off in earnest with the
advances in technology and communications. A philosophical
movement that rejected Enlightenment thinking and religious
belief, Modernism began to influence all art forms—painting,
sculpture, architecture, literature, philosophy, social organiza-
tion and even religious faith.

At the turn of the century, at least in the West, a deep-seated
faith in Christ characterized the average home, even as Modern-
ism was flourishing among the elite. But with the advances in
communications, the anti-Christ’s voice began to invade the
consciousness of Christians everywhere. The arts, in particular,
became a venue for soulish departures from the prior realism that
reflected God’s hand in nature. Art merely reflected Modern-
ism’s reach into virtually every discipline of creativity, philosophy,
and religion. As we look at the 20th-century art movements we
understand that these forms of communication establish the
basis for all the evils that ensue; the greater exposure to ungodly
ideas, the further from godliness man strays. In the process, we
get a better picture of Western society’s descent into anti-Christ
thinking.

Painting
As early as 1907, cub-

ism was spawned
through the imagination
of avant-garde artists
such as Pablo Picasso
and Georges Braque—
later entered into by oth-
ers in the European art
community. Although
some cubism is pleasing
to the eye, the art form
itself distorts reality and
appeals to the unregen-
erate spirit. Particularly
as it relates to the depic-
tion of man who is made
in the image and after
the likeness of God, cub-
ism is a perversion of the nature of God as reflected in man.

Although much art is produced by individuals who just like
to express their creativity, when it comes to movements within
the artistic community art is not merely for art’s sake; it reflects
the philosophical underpinnings of the artists’ belief systems.
What makes an artist popular is not so much his talent as his

political connections within the world system which, remember,
is Satan’s domain as the god of this world (2 Corinthians 4:4).

The further from realism art strays, the less it reflects God in
nature, and the more it reflects the anti-Christ spirit. As far
from realism that cubism strayed, it merely laid the groundwork
for other even more perverse art forms in the future.

From 1916 to 1922, another new art form known as Dada
emerged. Dada was a protest against the established order—a

form of artistic anarchy that
reflected hatred of the social,
political and cultural estab-
lishment of its time. Starting
in Zurich, Switzerland, Dada
spread throughout Western
Europe and into the United
States. Among the more fa-
mous Dada artists were Max
Ernst, Marcel Duchamp,
Raoul Hausmann, Jean Arp
and Kurt Schwitters.

In the 1930s, surrealism
became the rage, particularly
the works of Salvador Dali, a
Spanish Catalan painter. The
tremendously talented Dali
influenced not only painting,

but sculpture, pho-
tography, motion
pictures and other
media. For a peri-
od of time, Dali’s
art was influenced
by Freud.

Although it
was not as anti-es-
tablishmentarian
as Dada, Surreal-
ism combined ele-
ments of realism
with abstract images, again distorting the realism created by God.

Following Surrealism was Abstract Expressionism in the
1940s and 50s, the first movement from America to influence the
international art community. Foremost among the Abstract Ex-

pressionism art-
ists was Jackson
Pollock who is
credited with rev-
olutionizing all
contemporary art
that followed.
The process for
Abstract Expres-
sionism is wide
ranging as demon-
strated by Pol-

lock’s method: placing unstretched raw canvas on the floor,
approaching it from all sides, and in a haphazard manner using

Picasso - Dans un Fauteuil

Hausmann -  Tatlin at Home

Dali - Persistence of Memory

Pollock - She Wolf
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dripping, throwing and brushing paint as well as other media. Most
Abstract Expressionism artists of its heyday were influenced by the
era’s anti-Christ Marxist philosophy and political radicalism.

The latest trend in the arts is defined as Postmodernism,
which continues the departure from realism and incorporates
diverse media blended to achieve humanistic expressions of
revolt against “social norms.” These diverse media include
performance art and “happenings,” assemblage art (which com-
bines the assemblage of large physical objects, painting, photog-
raphy, and even stuffed animals), pop art that celebrates
consumerism, and several other expressions of “art” as defined
by the cultural elite.

Although the term “postmodern” was first used in the late
19th century by John Watkins Chapman who suggested a “Post-
modern style of painting” to replace French Impressionism, it
wasn’t until the 1920s that postmodernism was used in refer-
ence to new forms of expression in the arts, and particularly in
the criticism of religion (read Christianity). Used throughout the
early and mid-twentieth century to describe the emerging move-
ments in art, architecture, music, theater and other art forms,
Postmodernism really came into its own in the field of painting
in the 1970s, particularly through the works of Jasper Johns.

Motion Pictures
Postmodernism continues to find expression in the theater,

motion pictures and various other media through the use of
nudity, profanity and anti-social messages. Contrary to popular
belief, the early motion picture industry was not so pristine. From
the very beginning, film was used to convey ungodly attitudes.
Nudity, violence, even profanity were common. In 1922, because
movies in the United States were becoming more risqué, and
scandals involving beloved Hollywood stars were making the
news, the major film studios called upon a Presbyterian elder,
Will H. Hays, to clean up the industry’s image. This led to the
establishment of the Motion Picture Production Code—a set of
moral guidelines for films released in the United States by major
studios. Known as the Hays Code, it was meant to establish a
more moral basis for the production of films in the U.S. Europe-
an filmmakers were not bound by the Code, and their produc-
tions were considered more avant-garde and “sophisticated.”

Even as Hays was enlisted to clean up the movie industry,
anti-Christ knew how to temper any real reform. For his efforts,
Hays was paid the then-lavish sum of $10,000 per year to act not
so much as a reformer as a mediator between the industry and
its critics. For the 25 years he held the position as president of
the Motion Picture Producers and Distributors of America
(MPPDA), Hays “defended the industry from attacks, recited
soothing nostrums, and negotiated treaties to cease hostilities.”2

Again, Mammon ruled. As a result, the movie industry did little
more than stifle the off-screen scandals of its major stars, believ-
ing that such scandals would hurt their pocketbooks. It wasn’t
too long before the industry realized that such scandals played
to the lascivious nature of the populous and would actually
increase interest in their products.

So ineffectual was the Motion Picture Production Code that
the same ungodly content continued unabated, if slightly down-
played. Local censorship boards developed by civic leaders were
also largely ineffectual. The anti-Christ spirit within the industry
knows that the sin nature of man naturally tends toward lascivi-
ousness. As part of the anti-Christ world system, the movie
industry is one of the most effective media for promoting ungod-
liness. All attempts to reign in the ungodliness permeating the
industry met with failure. By the late 1960s, the Code was
abandoned and replaced by a new rating system which allowed
for any content imaginable, only with ratings designed to assuage
the concerns of parents and morally-minded people about the
content of particular films. But the rating system has undergone
drastic changes since it was first introduced. Today, even G- and
PG-rated movies contain many ungodly expressions. Especially
onerous is the use of our Lord’s name as an expletive.

Television
For a long time the television industry held more strict

standards than did the movie industry, but over time it, too, has
succumbed to the same ungodly elements and to the same
degree, especially on cable and satellite channels. But even
network television has succumbed to using the Lord’s name as
an expletive, even in news coverage. Everything that has been
stated above about the movie industry is now relevant to the
television industry. Only now the anti-Christ spirit does not
have to be sought out by traveling to the local multiplex; it can
be accessed in the comfort of one’s living room.

Music
The field of music found different expressions as well, all

progressively ungodly, reflecting the free spirit of unregenerate
mankind. Worldly entertainment has always been linked with
the excessive use of alcohol, and none more so than music and
dancing, both on stage and on the ballroom floor. Music is
unsurpassed as a means to express feelings and emotions both
good and bad. Combined with lyrics, music can convey messag-
es of love or lust, hope or despair, joy or sorrow, life or death,
even godliness or ungodliness, and myriad other emotions.
Contrary to those who excuse any form of music as an offering
to God, musical styles are not neutral. From ancient times music
has been used by the elite few to move the souls of the masses.

Music has been intimately associated with religion, includ-
ing occult religions and magic. Beginning with simple instru-
ments, over time, music evolved into more complex forms that
incorporate many diverse instruments working in harmony.
This required the talents of artists who could master their
instruments almost to perfection.

Music reached its peak of artistic expression within Western
Civilization which had been touched by the Gospel more than
anywhere else. Even though mankind’s sin nature rules for the
most part, the truth is that the more man has understood and
adhered to God’s Word, the greater man’s arts and sciences
flourished; the Gospel reached into every area of human exis-
tence to bring a quality of excellence previously unknown, even
as most people were not truly born from above through the
Spirit of God. Yet it remains that most of man’s musical expres-
sions are used for soulish purposes rather than godly purposes.

2  Thomas Doherty, Pre-Code Hollywood: Sex, Immorality, and Insur-
rection In American Cinema, 1930-1934 (New York: Columbia University
Press, 1999), p. 6.
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The Renaissance brought recognition of music’s power to

exalt the human spirit. The excellence of art, including music,
though talents bestowed by God, fell victim to man’s  pride.
Building on the earlier excellence of those who strove to glorify
God in their arts, ungodly men began to use the arts for
personal profit. Perhaps the one art most used for profit is that
of music, especially during the 20th century. Anti-Christ knows
how to move the masses through the medium of music, from
military marches to the cacophonous, discordant noises that
rule the entertainment scene today.

More than in any other field of expression, Mammon rules
the music industry. Anti-Christ plays upon the greed of men
who see how huge sums of money can be gained from produc-
ing sounds that work people into frenzy, but cost little to
produce. The rich tones of orchestral compositions gradually
gave way to less sophisticated sounds, particularly in the late 20th

century. The progression from godly to ungodly music, in
Western Civilization especially, followed thusly:

At the turn of the century, Jazz was popularized as Western
society began to throw off the Victorian conventions that ruled
for the latter part of the 19th century. The preceding period
known as “the Gay Nineties” laid the groundwork for Western
Civilization’s transformation from largely religious to irreligious
attitudes. “Gay Nineties” is a nostalgic term for the 1890s that
were influenced by the decadent art of Aubrey Beardsley whose
works were based on occult and erotic themes. Oscar Wilde’s
irreverent plays became popular, and society scandals filled the
newspapers. It was also the beginning of the suffragette move-
ment which successfully sought to establish women as not only
equal to, but in many cases dominant over men.

Music during the Gay Nineties departed from the more staid
and formal toward more expressive sounds. Jazz grew out of the
disparate groups that experimented with brass and percussive
instruments, largely eschewing strings and the more mellow
reeds. Nightclubs sprang up as venues for the new sounds, and
contributed to the soulishness that came to characterize Western
Civilization as the 20th century progressed. Despite how Jazz and
some of its later innovations, such as big band and even 50s rock
music, contributed to more worldly attitudes, the quality of
musicianship remained. It still took a lot of talent to put togeth-
er compositions that were pleasing if not classified as godly.

I admit that I like just about every genre of music, provided
it isn’t ungodly, but at the worst neutral. Just as eating and
drinking are not always for nutrition, but may also be engaged
in for pleasure, so different musical styles can be enjoyed as long
as the thoughts and emotions they engender are not sinful or do
not lead to the appearance of evil. This applies to all forms of
music that are soulish in nature, including that to which the
artists claim they are glorifying God. As much as I enjoy big
band music, I would in no way suggest that it is a genre that
should be used in worship of our God. But today, churches
incorporate into their worship, hip-hop, grunge, acid rock and
other sounds that are far more removed from worshipful atti-
tudes than even big band music. And just as the music moguls
of the world know how to make large sums of money off of
cheaply-made noise, so too do many Christian music purveyors
know how to capitalize on the worldly attitudes of today’s youth

culture. The raucous, discordant sounds that characterize much
of today’s Christian music scene do not glorify God—regardless
of what those who promote those sounds say. God’s nature is
one of peace, joy, love—look at the fruit of His Spirit. His nature
is opposite that of man’s sinful nature, and man’s sinful nature
makes every excuse why it should be able to offer impure
sacrifices to Him. How well this pleases the anti-Christ spirit
that rules every facet of this world system including religion—
including Christianity.

Devolution Into Idolatry
Just as the arts of man have devolved from the influences of

the Gospel to influences of the world under anti-Christ’s con-
trol, so too have the “Christian” arts in the churches.

There are other artistic disciplines that form sub-sets of the
aforementioned, all of which express human imagination, the
vast majority of which works contrary to the Spirit of God.
Although God’s Word tells us to live in the Spirit, many
producers of contemporary Christian music cater to the flesh.

Critics of those who lament the influence that art has on
society claim that art in all its forms merely reflects the condi-
tion of society. The truth is that art influences society, which in
turn influences art in its successive forms. This is especially true
of the performing arts—theater, motion pictures, television,
radio. For the most part, people are influenced more by their
feelings than they are by reason and logic, and certainly more
than by God’s Word. That is how despots gain control over the
masses; they know how to manipulate people’s emotions to
follow them. Think of Adolf Hitler, Josef Stalin, televangelists,
and every cult leader from Jim Jones to the Pope of Rome. It
doesn’t matter what the truth is; the lie that appeals to the
emotions takes the prize.

This is idolatry in its more perfect expression. When juxta-
posing images of Hitler swaying huge throngs of Germans, with
images of today’s popular entertainers performing before their
hysterical fans, we find little difference. There is good reason
one of the most popular television shows of late is called Ameri-
can Idol. Those working the masses into frenzy know exactly
what they are doing. And this is where the little truth that is
found in psychological theory is clearly evident: media moguls
know how to use psychological techniques to garner huge
followings for people who are no different, really, than those
who idolize them. And at the core of all this idolization is
Mammon, anti-Christ’s most effective tool to lead people away
from worshiping only the true God.

As man has thrown off true worship of the true God, he has
produced a century of ungodliness that has witnessed the worst
of mankind’s nature in every aspect of man’s endeavors.

These many-faceted approaches to communications across
ethnic and nationalistic boundaries laid the groundwork for
virtually all the evils of the 20th century, including the devolving
of Western Civilization’s politics, which has led to greater
bloodshed in unceasing warfare. As we continue to look at the
20th century we will see how mass communications has played a
major role in every aspect of man’s expansion of evil designs.v

NEXT
THE TWENTIETH CENTURY – PART B
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THIS BOOK PROMPTS READERS TO RETHINK SOME DEARLY-HELD
TRADITIONS CONCERNING THE LAST DAYS AND ETERNITY.

T HE DAY OF YAHWEH is the result of 25 years of research into biblical prophecy and
human history. Readers will be startled and perhaps even dismayed to find that their
eschatology, based on the teachings of trusted “experts” in the field of last-days teach-

ings, has been largely misguided.

THE DAY OF YAHWEH IS AVAILABLE FROM SWORD PUBLISHERS
www.swordpublishers.com

By mail: Sword Publishers - P.O. Box 640, Sequim, WA 98382
Item #B-1109 Paperback
$18 (Free U.S. Postage)

“PEOPLE, I JUST want to say, can we all get along? Can
we all get along?” Some might recall these much
quoted words spoken by Rodney King in 1992.

Rodney King led a very troubled life and death. He experi-
enced continued run-ins with the Los Angeles police. During
one incident, a video was made of him as he was beaten by
police. This incident triggered violent riots in Los Angeles.
More than 50 people were killed, 2000 were injured, and
about 9500 were arrested for rioting, looting and arson,
resulting in $1 billion in property damage.  After three days of
such carnage, Rodney made that statement to the press, which
is sometimes now quoted in jest. Before his death, he was
interviewed by the media and said: “I had to learn to
forgive…I had to let go, to let God deal with it…I didn’t want
to be angry my whole life. It takes so much energy out of you
to be mean.”  In a later statement, he said, “Yes, I have
forgiven them because I have been forgiven so many times. My
country’s been good to me and I’ve done some things that
wasn’t pleasant in my lifetime, and I’ve been forgiven for that.”

From all accounts, Rodney King lived a worldly life even
though in these statements he appeared to have some founda-
tion of faith.

God’s word is very clear that maintaining good relation-
ships with each other is a priority in the Body of Christ. This
includes those outside as well as inside the Body so that our
lives may reflect a good testimony in order to draw others to
Christ. Tragically, we personally know of husbands and wives
(as well as other family relationships) who have been estranged
for years because of past hurts and resentments towards one
another. Even as they profess Christ they are still unable to
forgive one another as Christ forgives us for our failures. As
Paul said, we are continually at war with our flesh even though
our spirits are willing.

We’re attempting to disciple a woman we’ve recently met
who has confided that she longs to have true faith. Her biggest
obstacle is her attitude of being easily offended and unforgiv-
ing in relationships, which has resulted in a bitter heart.

T. Austin Sparks wrote about the unity of the Spirit,
quoting Ephesians 4:2-3: “…with all lowliness and meekness,
with longsuffering, forbearing one another in love; endeav-
ouring to keep the unity of the spirit in the bond of peace.”
Sparks’s message was about disunity not being in the Lord’s
interests. He said, “I may even be the wronged party, but am
I going to feel wronged and hurt? Am I going to stand on my
dignity? Am I going to shut myself up and go away, because I
have been wronged? That is how nature would have it, but I
must take this attitude: The Lord stands to lose, the Lord’s
Name stands to suffer, the Lord’s interests are involved in
this….I must shake this thing off and not allow it to affect my
attitude, my conduct, my feelings toward this brother or sister.
There must be the putting aside of that which we feel, and
even of our rights for the Lord’s sake, and a getting on top of
the enemy’s effort to injure the Lord’s testimony.…Life is by
unity, and unity can only adequately be found in Christ being
in His place as the One for whom we let go everything that is
personal….We do it for His sake, and the enemy is defeated.”

Dying to self every day is required of all who love Christ
and seek to be obedient to His Will. The original sin of
self-pride strongly resides in all of us. Daily we must conscious-
ly set it aside to truly be a disciple of Christ.  Jesus is the
ultimate example of humility. He set aside His divinity and
suffered a humiliating death on the cross for our sakes. Much
less is required of us.

Colossians 3 is an excellent instruction on holy living.
Verses 13-15 are particularly relevant to what God expects in
godly relationships: “Put on therefore, as the elect of God,
holy and beloved, bowels of mercies, kindness, humbleness of
mind, meekness, longsuffering; forbearing one another, and
forgiving one another, if any man have a quarrel against any:
even as Christ forgave you, so also do you. And above all these
things put on charity, which is the bond of perfectness. And
let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to the which also you
are called in one body, and be thankful.”v

Jean’s Turn
Relationships

By Jean Dager
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