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THIRTY YEARS AGO I wrote an article titled “Liberty’s
Demise.” In it, I recounted a very vivid dream in
which I saw America being destroyed for having

rejected the warnings that I was sounding in that dream—
warnings to turn away from unrighteousness toward saving
faith in Jesus Christ.

Since that time, America has drifted farther away, not
only rejecting the truth of the Gospel, but openly ridiculing
and challenging God to do something about it. Today it is
not only secular society that challenges Him, but many (very
many) Christians are defying His righteous commands
revealed in His written Word.

We know that a large percentage of Americans, especially
among the younger generations, have abandoned belief in

any god. What is of concern is the departure from biblical
beliefs and practices, as well as acceptance of ungodly lifestyles,
that are increasing dramatically in America’s churches.

In 2009, the Barna Research Group conducted a survey
on how many Americans hold a biblical worldview.
According to Barna:

For the purposes of the survey, a “biblical world-
view” was defined as believing that absolute moral
truth exists; the Bible is totally accurate in all of the
principles it teaches; Satan is considered to be a real
being or force, not merely symbolic; a person cannot
earn their way into Heaven by trying to be good or do
good works; Jesus Christ lived a sinless life on earth;

(Continued on page 8)

     By Albert James Dager
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Media Spotlight is a ministry to the Body
of Christ, bringing understanding of the ways
in which the world shapes our thinking and
lifestyles through the influence of the mass
communications media.

God’s Word exhorts, “Buy the truth and
do not sell it” (Prov. 23:23). Therefore we do
not sell Media Spotlight.

Begun in 1977, Media Spotlight was the
first ministry on a national scale to address
the ungodly nature of the secular media—
motion pictures, television, toys, games and
other things that contribute to Christians
living no differently than the rest of the world.

The mass media have impacted the Body
of Christ as much as they have society. Many
Christians are so dependent upon the media
that they aren’t aware of how lukewarm they
have become. We have many testimonials
from readers who tell us that, because of
Media Spotlight, they have become aware of
the effect the media have on their thinking,
and are now more selective in their choices.

But the problem of ungodliness is not
exclusive to the secular media. Of major
concern are the religious media that present
messages contrary to God’s Word. Media
Spotlight addresses the impact that religious
teachers have upon believers in Christ,
whether for good or for evil.

It has escaped the understanding of many
Christians that what they believe is more
often shaped by the teachings and traditions
of religious men and institutions than by
Scripture. Most teachers in the institutional
churches rely more upon their theological
disciplines than on the pure Word of God.
Yet the wisdom of the world is no substitute
for God’s Word, even if offered from the
pulpit or in the Christian media.

Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:24 that in the
last days false christs and false prophets
would arise and would show great signs and
wonders, “so that, if possible, they will
deceive the very elect.” He also states in
Matthew 24:12 that in the last days the love
of many toward Him would grow cold
because evil would increase in the world. If
we believe Him, then we would be foolish
not to guard ourselves against deception.
There is little time to waste in the short span
of life granted us by God. We must choose
today whom we will serve.❖
Cover & “History of Anti-Christ” graphics by Carrie Nelson.
Some picture elements from Shutterstock.

Scripture quotations in Media Spotlight are from the King
James Version of the Bible, rephrased in modern U.S.
English unless otherwise stated.
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WHY MEDIA SPOTLIGHT?
Dear Friends,

This is our final issue before the elections
in November. We don’t pretend to prophesy
what will happen, but there are concerns for
what might happen regarding the future of this
nation, and the young who must face that
future.

Regardless of the outcome, we know that our heavenly Father
determines the fate of nations. He establishes governments, and He brings
them down. Whether America continues on the course of self-destruction or
finds respite from total ruin is in His hands. There are a number of alleged
prophecies that are being put forth telling us that God will use Donald
Trump to turn the nation around and bring about the change we need—
change that will see revival and holiness spreading across America.

Not likely. Trump may, if elected, stem the tide of self-destruction, but
the spiritual condition of America’s churches begs a different outcome. The
condition of a nation that once adhered to God’s Word if, for no other
reason than it has been expedient to maintain order in society, determines
the fate of that nation. And when we consider the apostate condition of so
many churches in America, it doesn’t portend well.

There are also suggestions that Barack Obama will devise some false
flag emergency to keep himself in office. This is a possibility.

In any case, the marginalizing of God’s people will continue and grow
worse. As it is, we are quickly losing our right to make a living without
compromising our consciences. If we want to involve ourselves in physical
activities at many gyms and athletic clubs in several states, including the
YMCA (formerly Young Men’s Christian Association; now just “The Y”) we
will have to agree to the Obama-inspired bathroom policies of allowing men
into women’s locker rooms, showers, and toilets, and vice versa. Anyone
who objects would be ostracized from the facility at best, and might even be
brought up on criminal charges.

Can believers in Jesus agree to those terms in good conscience?
The perverted elements of American society gain more strength every

day. And the churches lie back and act as if all is well with the world.
It may not be long before Media Spotlight will be shut down because

we won’t acquiesce to the evil designs of targeting believers for objecting to
the blatant sin and lawlessness, not only of the nation’s citizens, but of
governments at every level.

Should that happen, we will do the best we can to continue serving
our Lord, perhaps in other areas; perhaps continuing to publish, but merely
as personal friends to personal friends, via plain brown envelopes.

This may not happen very soon. It may not happen at all. But if it
does, we will trust our heavenly Father for wisdom.

We continue, as always, to thank those of you who sustain us with
your prayers and gifts.

In Jesus’ love,

Al and Jean
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BETTER THAN THE BEST?
Movie Review

By Albert James Dager

I NEVER WOULD HAVE thought that the 1959 version of
Ben-Hur, produced by Sam Zimbalist, directed by William
Wyler, and starring Charlton Heston as Judah Ben-Hur,

could possibly be improved upon. After seeing this current
version from producers Mark Burnett and Roma Downey, I
still don’t.

The Burnett/Downey version is a poor imitation of that
timeless classic. For starters, it omits many important
elements found in the previous version. Thus, the continuity
from event to event is lacking, often leaving viewers to
wonder how it got from point A to point B. Whole segments
involving important persons and events are totally missing.

Besides this violence done to the original plotline of the
1880 novel authored by General Lew Wallace, the physical
violence depicted is often gratuitous and far more graphic
than the prior version. Why do we need to see all the blood
splatter and mangled bodies?

Realism? Leave that for the real battlefields that real
soldiers must endure. Nothing would be lost if we didn’t see
even animals being torturously killed. I think there were as
many horses traumatized and destroyed in the famous chariot
race scene as there were men; and there were plenty of men
besides the charioteers who found themselves ground up by
horses and chariots.

In the 1959 version, the face of “Jesus” is never seen, nor
is his voice heard. I like that. In spite of His depiction as
having shoulder-length hair, it conveys the idea of respect for

the person of Jesus, who
cannot be adequately
portrayed by any mortal
(Exodus 20:4).

The “Jesus” in the
Burnett/Downey version is
both seen and heard, and
his presence, other than
during the crucifixion, is
rather banal.

 Maybe it’s just me,
but I don’t like depictions
of the Lord under any
circumstances. Still, I
must admit that cruci-
fixion scenes do tend to
move me.

When the soldiers come for “Jesus” (which is not in the
earlier version) they are Roman soldiers rather than the
Jewish temple guards as Scripture indicates, and they
announce, “You are under arrest in the name of Caesar!”

Really? The Romans didn’t accuse Him; this is just
politically correct pandering to unbelieving Jews who don’t
like their ancestors being associated with killing their Messiah.

Rome, of course, is the Evil Empire which “destroyed
civilizations just because they were different,” so we’re told
early in the movie.

In truth, Rome’s conquests were accomplished with the
desire to expand the empire and create more wealth for Caesar.
Rome was known to deal civilly with all whom it conquered
as long as the conquered paid tribute to Caesar. True, Rome
was ruthless with those who resisted, but it never set out to
destroy civilizations “just because they were different.”

This film lacks the pathos which was so dramatic and
moving in the 1959 movie. Whereas in the latter we see the
blood from the cross mingling with the rain in rivulets
coursing down the hill toward the cave where the leprous
Miriam and Tirzah (Judah’s mother and sister) were hiding
from the storm, in this version, there is no such scene because
Miriam and Tirzah are still in prison. As they drink water
dripping from the ceiling they are miraculously healed. But
this leaves no visual connection to the Lord’s sacrifice as did
the previous version.

The earlier version had one theological flaw in which
Balthasar, one of the Wise Men who were at Jesus’ birth (a
common mistake; Jesus was two-years old when they came),
says to Judah Ben Hur, “There are many paths to God my
son; I hope yours isn’t a difficult one.”

In a sense, every person must find his own way to God
through his life’s experience and his response to God’s Word,
but there is only one way to the Father, and that is through
His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ.

(Continued on page 27)
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Trumped Up
Christianity

IS HE THE SAVIOR OF AMERICA?
By Albert James Dager

TWO EVENTS INVOLVING Christians and Donald
Trump of late beg to be addressed. The first is the
meeting of Trump with evangelical leaders; the

second concerns alleged prophecies that Donald Trump will
be our next president as part of God’s plan to restore
America. I’ll address the latter first.

Jeremiah Johnson of Behold the Man Ministries in
Lakeland, Florida, gave the following prophecy which has
been published in Charisma magazine and has been spread
wide across the Internet by both supporters and detractors:

I was in a time of prayer several weeks ago when God
began to speak to me concerning the destiny of Donald
Trump in America. The Holy Spirit spoke to me and
said, “Trump shall become My trumpet to the American
people, for he possesses qualities that are even hard to
find in My people these days. Trump does not fear man
nor will he allow deception and lies to go unnoticed. I
am going to use him to expose darkness and perversion
in America like never before, but you must understand
that he is like a bull in a china closet. Many will want
to throw him away because he will disturb their sense
of peace and tranquility, but you must listen through
the bantering to discover the truth that I will speak
through him. I will use the wealth that I have given him
to expose and launch investigations searching for the
truth. Just as I raised up Cyrus to fulfill My purposes
and plans, so have I raised up Trump to fulfill my
purposes and plans prior to the 2016 election. You
must listen to the trumpet very closely for he will sound
the alarm and many will be blessed because of his
compassion and mercy. Though many see the outward
pride and arrogance, I have given him the tender heart
of a father that wants to lend a helping hand to the
poor and the needy, to the foreigner and the stranger.”

Johnson is a self-proclaimed “prophet” who believes that
God wants church leaders to drive out “false prophets” who
do not prophesy “encouragement, strengthening, and
comfort,” but rather cause “trouble, discord, division and
strife.” In Johnson’s estimation, “The primary issue is that
these individuals believe that they can hear the Spirit of God
on a higher level than church leadership and their past is
cluttered with broken relationships and mistrust.”

Never mind that the vast majority of pastors in America are
faithless and refuse corrective prophecy. But our issue here is
Johnson’s “prophecy” about Trump, which was stated around
July, 2015. It appears as if Johnson is saying that Trump will be
elected as God’s instrument, but it isn’t clear whether or not he
will be elected president. He merely says that God is “going to
use him to expose darkness and perversion in America like never
before,” and that He will use Trump to “fulfill my purposes and
plans prior to the 2016 election.” There’s an “out” for Johnson.
No one can say he prophesied that Trump would be elected,
but if he is elected, it may be said that Johnson “prophesied” it.

More to the point, Trump is exposing darkness and
perversion in America, true. But only up to a point. When it
comes to LGBTQ issues, Trump is silent except to criticize
“radical Islam” for persecuting homosexuals. That sort of falls
short, don’t you think?

Another prophecy that is more specific about Trump being
elected has also been widespread across the Internet and Christian
television. It is from a retired firefighter, Mark Taylor, who says it
was given to him by God on April 28, 2011. In a June 14, 2016,
interview with Taylor Berglund on TruNews, Taylor gave some
background to his alleged prophecy. He claims that he had a
visitation from the Lord who assigned an angel to him who would
implement the words that came from God’s throne. So he started
writing what he believed God was saying about Trump being
chosen as the next president of the U.S. Says Taylor:

I originally thought that this was going to be for
2012 because three months later I wrote a prophecy
called “The Great Horse,” that there was another
Triple Crown winner coming. And I said in 2012
there would be another Triple Crown winner. And it
would be a sign to the Church that it would be their
time to break out because Secretariat was a sign of the
end-time Church.…that he would come from behind
and be the winner. Well, we don’t know when that
time was going to be, but this next Triple Crown
winner was going to show that it was time for the
Church to break out.

So, anyhow, I thought all this was supposed to go
down in 2012.…Donald Trump and the horse. And
so I thought when that didn’t come to pass—’cause
Trump never announced he was going to run—so I
thought I had truly missed these two words, so I set
them aside.…
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Taylor says that God told him to rewrite General

Eisenhower’s D-Day speech and address it to “My army.” He
also states that when American Pharaoh won the Triple
Crown on June 6, 2015, the anniversary of D-Day, it was a
sign that Donald Trump would become president.

Because Trump didn’t run for the 2012 election, Taylor
asked God if he had missed it. “God’s” answer was that it
was supposed to happen in 2012, but His people were not
ready, so He held it off.

Taylor’s “prophecy” is titled, “Commander in Chief,” and
follows:

The Spirit of God says, “I have chosen this man,
Donald Trump, for such, for I will use this man to
bring honor, respect, and restoration to America.
America will be respected once again as the most
powerful and prosperous nation on earth. The dollar
will be the strongest it has ever been in the history of
the United States, and will once again be the currency
by which all others will be judged.”

The Spirit of God says, “The enemy will quake and
shake, and fear this man I have anointed. They will
even quake and shake when he announces he is
running for president. It will be like the shot heard
across the world. The enemy will say, ‘What shall we
do now? This man knows all our tricks and schemes.
We have been robbing America for decades. What
shall we do to stop this?’”

The Spirit says, “Hah! No one shall stop this that
I have started, for the enemy has stolen from America
for decades, and it stops now. For I will use this man
to reap the harvest that the United States has sowed
for, and plunder from the enemy what he has stolen,
and return it seven-fold back to the United States, for
this next president shall be a man of his word. When
he speaks, the world will listen and know that there is
something greater in him than all the others before
him. This man’s word is his bond, and the world and
America will know this, and the enemy will fear this,
for this man will be fearless.”

The Spirit says, “When the financial harvest
begins, so shall it parallel in the spiritual for America.”

The Spirit of God says, “In this next election they
will spend billions to keep this president in. It will be
like flushing their money down the toilet. Let them
waste their money, for where it comes from, it is being
used by evil forces at work. But they will not succeed,
for this next election will be a clean sweep for the man
that I have chosen. They will say things about this
man—the enemy—but it will not affect him. They shall
say it rolls off of him like the duck, for as the feathers
of a duck protect it, so shall My feathers protect this
next president.

“Even mainstream news media will be captivated
by this man and the ability that I have gifted him with.
And they will even begin to agree with him,” says the
Spirit of God.

There is more that Taylor said in explaining his alleged
prophecy, but space doesn’t permit. Suffice it to say that he
believes God isn’t going to judge America; His judgment is
for the systems. Rather, He is going to have an end-time
harvest, and will bless America again for all the seeds America
has sown in the past.

Aside from the fact that “God” evidently doesn’t adhere
to proper English syntax when speaking (He ends sentences
with prepositions), how is it that He didn’t know the
“Church” wouldn’t be ready when He gave this “prophecy”
for “the next election”? The next election would have been
in 2012. In this prophecy, He allegedly specifically says, “In
this next election they will spend billions to keep this
president (Barack Obama) in. It will be like flushing their
money down the toilet. Let them waste their money for where
it comes from, it is being used by evil forces at work. But they
will not succeed, for this next election will be a clean sweep
for the man that I have chosen.”

Evidently, Obama’s supporters didn’t waste their money,
because he was re-elected. This “prophecy” wasn’t for any
other time; it was for the 2012 election.

And it failed.
Regardless if Trump wins this coming election, this

prophecy has nothing to do with it. Our heavenly Father
doesn’t make mistakes. He doesn’t intend a prophecy for one
particular time, then have to hit a mulligan because He
shanks His shot into something (“The Church”) that doesn’t
get its act together. Is He not aware of the apostate condition
of the churches? Does He ever have to say, “Ooops! I got it
wrong. I’ll just move the date up”?

The sad thing is, if Trump does win in November, Taylor
and all the other false prophets who either guessed right,
fudged the dates of their “prophecies,” and/or made them
up after the fact, will claim the title of true prophet. And all
the Christian TV networks, the Pentecostal and charismatic
churches, and Christian publishers will flock to them, hoping
to cash in on their “prophetic anointing.”

No true believer desires to see America fall. We would
truly love to see what Taylor predicted come to pass. But
that’s our flesh, not our spirit. We want to have a life of
prosperity and ease. Who in his soulish heart wants to suffer
under deprivation or persecution? America has had God’s
Word ingrained into its very governmental institutions. Yet
it has spurned God’s Word. It’s not as if America is coming
out of darkness into the light; it is coming out of the light
into the darkness.

Yet most Christians want only “good” prophesied to them.
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There are other, more vague allusions to God using
Donald Trump to right the wrongs that the churches have
been complicit in fomenting over the past half century or more.
How often today’s “prophets” are vague, and don’t even
mention their alleged prophecies until it looks as if something
that came into their thoughts might coincidentally come to pass.

Yet I would say that, if by our Father’s grace, we are given
a respite from coming judgment as an opportunity to get our
act together, I would rejoice. But I wouldn’t trust these false
prophets even if what they say comes to pass, because they
are all leading the people away from the purity of God’s Word:

“If there arise among you a prophet, or a dreamer
of dreams, and gives you a sign or a wonder, and the
sign or the wonder comes to pass, by which he spoke
to you, saying, ‘Let us go after other gods,’ which you
have not known, and ‘Let us serve them,’ You shall not
listen to the words of that prophet , or that dreamer of
dreams, for Yahweh your Elohiym tests you, to know
whether you love Yahweh your Elohiym with all your
heart and with all your soul.

You shall walk after Yahweh your Elohiym, and fear
Him, and keep His commandments, and obey His
voice, and you shall serve Him, and embrace Him.

And that prophet, or that dreamer of dreams, shall
be put to death because he has spoken to turn you away
from Yahweh your Elohiym who brought you out of
the land of Egypt, and redeemed you out of the house
of bondage, to thrust you out of the way which Yahweh
your Elohiym commanded you to walk in. So shall you
put the evil away from your midst. (Deuteronomy 13:1-5)

God’s Word is clear about the severity of listening to false
prophets and what is to be done to them under His theocratic
rule. But today’s Christians think so lightly of His Word that
they are willing to receive anyone who claims to speak for
Him, failing to test the character not only of the prophecy
but of the alleged prophet.

EVANGELICALS AND TRUMP TOGETHER
On Tuesday, June 21, Donald Trump met with hundreds

of evangelical leaders who wished to voice “long-standing
concerns” about his candidacy on issues such as abortion,
LGBTQ “rights,” and religious liberty in the military.

The all-day event, billed as “A Conversation About
America’s Future with Donald Trump and Dr. Ben Carson,”
was held at the Marriott Marquis in New York City.

Trump’s showing overall seemed to please the evangelical
leaders in attendance, particularly when he said he wants to
abolish IRS restrictions that muzzle political talk from the
pulpit. He said that this could be “my biggest contribution
to Christianity.”

Gary Bauer, president of American Values, complimented
Trump by saying, “I can’t remember any time during the

several hours this morning that his answer disappointed or
that there was chagrin about it.”

Said Samuel Rodriguez, president of the National
Hispanic Christian Leadership Conference, “After hearing
his commitment, his very well-defined, articulated
commitment to religious liberty and life, the Supreme Court
especially, I think you saw a number of the same pastors walk
out going, ‘that’s what I needed to hear.’”

(Why we need Hispanic or other ethnic divisions in the
Body of Christ is beyond me.)

One thing that greatly pleased the evangelical leaders was
Trump’s announcement that he was forming an Evangelical
Executive Advisory Board. Unfortunately, being the naïve and
nominal Christian that he is, Trump has included on that
board, among other questionable characters, Kenneth and
Gloria Copeland, and Paula White. But, then, this wasn’t a
meeting where all were biblically literate or honest leaders.

I’m not being facetious; most Christian leaders are
products of their theological training more than honest study
of Scripture apart from learned religious presuppositions.

For that reason, and because I believe Donald Trump to
be a basically decent if flawed human being, I wonder how
he will cope with some of the personalities on that board.

The question raised by some is whether or not Donald
Trump is worthy of these evangelical leaders. I haven’t had
that concern. And especially after hearing his acceptance
speech at the Republican National Convention, any little such
concern I may have had vanished when he said the following:

At this moment, I would like to thank the evangel-
ical and religious community, because, I’ll tell you
what, the support that they’ve given me.…

At that point Trump paused, looked sincerely into the
camera, and said, “…And I’m not sure I totally deserve it.”

It was then that I sensed a humility in the man that
underlies his brash, outer demeanor.

Call me wrong, but because of that, I pray the Lord will keep
him well and safe—particularly knowing the battle he is waging
against the palpable evil from all sides, including the Republican
establishment and many Christians who criticize him for his
admittedly human failings (as if they have never failed).

Don’t get me wrong. Donald J. Trump is not going to
save America. Yet, again, if by our Father’s grace America is
spared for a season, it may be through Donald Trump, but
only if our Father so decrees it. Without Him, Trump can
do nothing to right the wrongs of this government.

And considering the character of too many of the
evangelical leaders trying to influence him, I don’t know how
he will perform should he get into the office of president.
But that flicker of humility caused me to turn the question
of whether or not Trump is worthy of the evangelical leaders
on its head. Now I ask, are those evangelical leaders worthy
of Donald J. Trump?❖
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ASK MOST CHRISTIANS, “What does the Cross mean
to you,” and the vast majority will say, “It means
Jesus Christ died for my sins; I am righteous in

Christ because of His efficacious sacrifice that atones for my
sins.” They may even say, “The Cross means that everything
I need or want in life has been provided for me because He
paid the price to purchase them for me.”

The first response is the more accurate one, although the
second may also apply if one reckons his “wants” and “needs”
as primarily spiritual, secondarily physical. And the secondary
application may be realized only if it meets the first—that is,
if it is spiritually edifying for one.

The point is, that most Christians (the ones that are not
yet apostate) view the Cross as something that applies only
to Jesus. It’s where He died for us.

That is true, but it is not the whole truth. There is another
answer that is greatly overlooked by most Christians, even
those who are truly born-again by the Spirit of God. It’s not
something you will hear taught by the major voices in
Christianity, or if it is, it will be merely cursory.

That answer is that the Cross means I was crucified and
died with Christ:

I am crucified with Christ, nevertheless I live—yet
not I, but Christ lives in me—and the life that I now
live in the flesh, I live by faith in the Son of God who
loved me and gave Himself for me. (Galatians 2:20)

Most teaching on the Cross focuses on Jesus dying there;
very little focuses on us dying there.

But what does that mean? Paul expounds:

Do you not know that as many of us as were
baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His
death? Therefore we are buried with Him by baptism
into death so that in the same manner as Christ was
raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father,

even so we also should walk in
newness of life. For if we have
been planted together in the
likeness of His death, we shall
also be in the likeness of His
resurrection, knowing this: that
our old man is crucified with
Him so that the body of sin
might be destroyed in order that
from now on we should not
serve sin. For he that is dead is
freed from sin.

Now if we are dead with
Christ, we believe that we shall
also live with Him, knowing
that Christ, being raised from
the dead, no longer dies; death
has no more power over him.

For in that he died, he died unto sin once, but in
that he lives, he lives unto God.

Likewise, account yourselves also to be dead indeed
unto sin, but alive unto God through Jesus Christ our
Lord.

Therefore, do not let sin reign in your mortal body
so that you would obey it in its desires.

Neither yield you your members as instruments of
unrighteousness unto sin, but yield yourselves unto
God, as those who are alive from the dead, and your
members as instruments of righteousness unto God.

For sin shall not have power over you, for you are
not under the Law, but under grace.

What then? Shall we sin because we are not under
the Law, but under grace? It cannot be! Do you not
know that to whom you yield yourselves servants to
obey, you are his servants whom you obey—whether of
sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness?

But God be thanked that you were the servants of
sin, but you have obeyed from the heart that form of
instruction that was delivered to you. Being then made
free from sin, you became the servants of righteous-
ness. (Romans 6:3-18)

When Paul says “our old man is crucified with Him,” he
is speaking of our old nature—our sin nature—our penchant
to seek sinful worldly pleasures above living righteous in
Christ.

Those who are Christ’s have crucified the flesh
with the affections and lusts. (Galatians 5:24)

It cannot be that I should boast except in the Cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the world is
crucified to me, and I to the world. (Galatians 6:14)

(Continued on page 30)

What Does the Cross
Mean to You?

By Albert James Dager
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and God is the all-knowing, all-powerful creator of the
world who still rules the universe today. In the
research, anyone who held all of those beliefs was said
to have a biblical worldview.1

The research revealed that only 9% of all American adults
hold a biblical worldview, and only 7% of Protestants do.
There were sixty sub-groups of respondents, one of which
was labeled “born again Christians,” defined as those who
claim to have made a personal commitment to Jesus Christ
that is important in their life today. They also expressed a
certainty in going to Heaven after they die only because they
have confessed their sins and accepted Jesus as their Savior.
Those among this sub-group were twice as likely as the average
adult American to possess a biblical worldview.

Twice as many still means that fewer than 19% of those
who claim to be “born again” have a biblical worldview as
defined by this Barna survey. That’s less than one out of five
“born again” Christians.

To put that in perspective, in a congregation of 200
“born-again” Christians, there might be 38 who hold a
biblical worldview. And it isn’t even certain that just because
one believes these truths, one is truly born again. As the
apostle James says, “You believe that there is one God. You
do well. The devils also believe, and tremble” (James 2:19).
Affirmation of truth does not ensure compliance with truth.

The reason for the poor showing among “born again”
Christians may be found in an earlier Barna survey among
Protestant pastors which revealed that only half have a
biblical worldview.2

In that survey, a biblical worldview was defined as
“believing that absolute moral truth exists, that it is based
upon the Bible, and having a biblical view on six core beliefs
(the accuracy of biblical teaching, the sinless nature of Jesus,
the literal existence of Satan, the omnipotence and
omniscience of God, salvation by grace alone, and the
personal responsibility to evangelize).”

For purposes of that survey of pastors, the term
“Protestant” was not confined to the denominations that
came out of the Reformation, but included any churches that
are not Roman Catholic or Orthodox.

The research also demonstrated that there are significant
variations by denominational affiliation and other
demographics among four dozen denominations.

The demographic differences included theological
training. Pastors least likely to have a biblical worldview are
graduates of seminaries (45%). Among those who have not
attended seminary 59% have a biblical worldview.

Age is also a factor. Surprisingly, the youngest pastors
(those under age 40) are more likely to have a biblical
worldview than their older peers (56% vs. 50%).

There is a huge gap according to race. White senior
pastors are nearly twice as likely as black senior pastors to
hold a biblical worldview (55% vs. 30%). This explains the
penchant of many black pastors to follow the lead of perverse
false Christians like the “Rev.” Jesse Jackson and the “Rev.”
Al Sharpton in fomenting racial division for their personal
aggrandizement and leftist ideology.

The largest gap exists between male and female pastors
(53% vs.15% respectively). Six percent of all Protestant
pastors are women.

Sadly, Barna reveals that even in churches where the
pastor holds a biblical worldview, most members don’t:

More than six out of every seven congregants in
the typical church do not share the biblical worldview
of their pastor even when he or she has one. This
intimates that merely preaching good sermons and
offering helpful programs does not enable most
believers to develop a practical and scriptural theolog-
ical base to shape their life. Our research among
people who have a biblical worldview shows that it is
a long-term process that requires a lot of purposeful
activity: teaching, prayer, conversation, accountability,
and so forth. Based on our correlations of worldview
and moral behavior, we can confidently argue that if
the 51% of pastors who have a biblical worldview were
to strategically and relentlessly assist their congregants
in adopting such a way of interpreting and responding
to life, the impact on our churches, families and
society at-large would be enormous.

This further confirms the Barna survey of 2009 that
demonstrates a small minority of Christians (“born again” or
not) believe the essential tenets of the faith. In this case, 16%.

This accounts for the results of a more recent extensive Pew
Research Center survey of U.S. religious beliefs and practices
that shows acceptance of homosexuality is rising across the
broad spectrum of American Christianity, including among
members of churches that strongly oppose homosexual
relationships as sinful. The 2015 Pew research reveals that 54%

1  Barna Survey Examines Changes in Worldview Among Christians
over the Past 13 Years: Research Releases in Faith & Christianity – March
9, 2009, https://www.barna.org/barna-update/transformation/252-barna-
survey-examines-changes-in-worldview-among-christians-over-the-past-
13-years#.V6yZtbgrIwG.

2  Only Half Of Protestant Pastors Have A Biblical Worldview: Articles
in Leaders & Pastors – January 12, 2004, https://www.barna.org/
component/content/article/5-barna-update/45-barna-update-sp-657/133-
only-half-of-protestant-pastors-have-a-biblical-worldview#.V6ybSbgrIwE.

(Continued from page 1)

https://www.barna.org/
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of all Christians say homosexuality should be accepted by
society, broken down this way: 70% of Catholics; 66% of
Mainline Protestants; 62% of Orthodox Christians; 51% of
Historically Black Protestants; 36% of Evangelical Protestants;
36% of Mormons; 16% of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Remove Jehovah’s Witnesses from the list, and the overall
percentage rises even more.

Some may argue that Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses
are not really Christians; some would add Catholics to that
claim. But the fact is, no religious institution is Christian in
the biblical sense; they are all departures from the biblical
model for the gathering of the saints. The primary difference
is that the “Jesus” that Mormons and Jehovah’s Witnesses
believe in is not the biblical Jesus.  With Catholicism, the
problem is the departure from biblical truth and making
Scripture only one of three sources of authority, the other two
being the magisterium or teaching authority of the church,
and the sacred traditions of Roman Catholicism. This is the
weakness that has led to many false teachings that are at best
extra-biblical, and worse, unbiblical. But that charge can be
brought against many Protestant and other non-Catholic
churches as well, if only on a lesser scale. As far as the nature
and person of Jesus as the Word of God incarnate, the
Catholic Church is not in disagreement with God’s Word.

In any case, these are all representative of Christianity to
the world. And even if we did not include them, these surveys
demonstrate that a large percentage of evangelical Christians
are increasingly favoring perverse sexual behavior as a
legitimate expression of sexuality. Yet the survey shows that
even among the non-evangelical churches that accept
homosexuality, many are reticent to approve of same-sex
marriage. It seems that perverse forms of fornication are okay,
but marriage is still sacred. Even so, the prohibition against
same-sex marriage is eroding.

Aside from mainline Protestant churches that have large
majorities favoring homosexuality, some specific
“evangelical” churches that have a majority favoring
homosexuality are the National Baptist Convention and
American Baptist Churches (54% each). Thirty percent of
the Southern Baptist Convention pastors favor
homosexuality. As well, sizeable percentages can be found in
the Assemblies of God (26%), the Church of the Nazarene
(40%), Churches of Christ (35%), and Seventh-day
Adventists (27%).1

Here in the small town of Sequim, Washington, there
was recently an effort to get a referendum on the Washington
State ballot to overturn the state’s Obama-compliant rules
forcing citizens, including children, to share locker rooms
and restrooms regardless of gender. Whether or not one
believes Christians should be involved in politics, the
following should be a concern.

Some Christians approached the pastors of the churches in
the greater Sequim-Port Angeles area to allow them to ask their
congregants to sign the petition, or at least make it available on
the tables in the vestibules. Among the 60-plus churches, only
four pastors truly endorsed the petition. Six others gave
permission to place the petition on the tables, but would not
endorse it, saying, “Don’t let anyone know I told you okay.”

One dear sister that we know, thought to take the petition
to a women’s Bible study, and asked the ladies to sign it. She
came under vicious attack by one woman, and none of the
others came to her defense. She felt forced to leave. A couple
of women met her in the parking lot to sign it.

And that’s here in Sequim, a city of 6,500 where the
median age of the citizens is 60 years old, a predominantly
white, middle-class, Christian community where 24 churches
serve some 15,000 including the outlying rural non-
incorporated area.

The petitioners failed to garner enough signatures to get
the petition on the ballot. After the killing of 49 people at
Pulse nightclub that caters to homosexuals in Orlando,
Florida, Christians are compromised on their feelings towards
sodomy and related sexual perversions. To speak out against
the ungodliness of LGBT perversion will inevitably be linked
to terrorism and hatred. But we must not let that stop us from
affirming God’s Word. Unfortunately, most Christians,
including pastors, will cave in to fear and intimidation.

It is more clear than ever exactly what Jesus meant when
He said to the assembly in Laodicea, “I know your works, that
you are neither cold nor hot. I would that you were cold or
hot. So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, I will spew you out of My mouth” (Revelation 3:15-16).

I am not a subscriber to the “Seven Ages of the Church”
theory which posits that the seven “churches” in Revelation
represent seven ages through which the so-called Church has
existed.

But if there is any analogy representative of the churches
in the world today—particularly in the West—it is the assembly
at Laodicea:

“Because you say, ‘I am rich, and increased with
goods, and have need of nothing,’ and do not know
that you are wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked, I counsel you to buy from Me gold
tried in the fire so that you may be rich, and white
garments so that you may be clothed and that the
shame of your nakedness does not show. And anoint
your eyes with eye salve so that you may see.”

It has come to the point where I would rather be in the
company of non-believers than many Christians. I am more
vexed going into Christian bookstores than into secular
bookstores, and even New Age bookstores, where I have often
gone for research purposes. The non-believers may not be
hot, but neither are they lukewarm. They are cold as far as

1 Most U.S. Christian groups grow more accepting of homosexuality,
http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/12/18/most-u-s-christian-
groups-grow-more-accepting-of-homosexuality/

http://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2015/12/18/
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biblical faith is concerned, which is more acceptable to God.
There is more hope for them than for the religious “Christian.”

Jesus called His disciples the “salt of the earth,” meaning
they are a preservative against judgment as long as they
remain faithful (Matthew 5:13-16).

We are not called to “win the world for Christ,” or to take
dominion over the governments of the nations. We are to
be witnesses of Jesus Christ and what He has done for us
who believe in Him. It is our testimony that should
demonstrate a huge difference in our thinking from the
thinking of the world:

Do not be conformed to this world, but be trans-
formed by the renewing of your mind so that you may
prove what is the good, and acceptable, and perfect
will of God. (Romans 12:2)

This is a command, not a suggestion that the Holy Spirit
will automatically renew our minds. We must actively strive
to have our minds renewed and brought into conformity to
God’s Word. And we can’t blame faithless pastors for failing
to lead us there. They will answer to God for their sin of
unbelief. But we will answer as well if we do not take seriously
the privilege of having His Word within our reach.

The “church” world has become as worldly as the world
itself. The salt has lost its savor, and the light is flickering out.
Today’s churches are by and large an offense to a holy God.

Some may point out that the “Church” in China and
other parts of the world is growing and prospering spiritually,
so we can’t condemn all churches.

That may or may not be, considering that the reports we
receive are from mission organizations. But how trustworthy
are they considering that the vast majority of missions efforts
today are being guided by the Perspectives course of the U.S.
Center for World Missions, influenced by the World Christian
Movement (See my book, The World Christian Movement).

No doubt there are, and always will be, a remnant of
believers throughout the world, even in the West, but only
God knows the extent to which the true biblical faith once
delivered to the saints is still alive.

When I see how  the churches in the Third World are
being influenced and even taken over by false teachers such
as the Word of Faith vipers, the Emergent Church snakes,
the purpose-driven scam, and the Holy Laughter Movement,
I hold little hope for them.

This is not pessimism or defeatism; it is a realistic
assessment of the spiritual climate of the world and of
Christianity, both of which are increasingly falling in line
with the answer to the Lord’s question, “When the Son of
Man comes, will He find faith on the earth?”

Indeed, will He find faith in the churches?
Or will He find them given over to sensuality

masquerading as worship, and feel-good anecdotal sermons
masquerading as spiritual truth?

Will He find holiness or sexual perversion?
So before we point the finger at the world for its sins, let’s

understand that before judgment falls upon the world it must
first begin at the house of God (1 Peter 4:17).

And this is where we must look to His promise of
redemption even for the ungodly among His people:

“As many as I love, I rebuke and chasten. There-
fore, be zealous and repent.

“Look, I stand at the door and knock. If any man
hears My voice and opens the door, I will come in to
him and will dine with him, and he with Me.

“To him who overcomes I will grant to sit with Me
on My throne, even as I also overcame and am set
down with My Father on His throne.

“He who has an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
says to the assemblies.” (Revelation 3:19-22)

To all the unfaithful Christians, pastors and congregants
alike, I would say, do not despise God’s chastening. The man
whom Elohiym corrects is blessed (Job 5:17).

Yield to His hand of correction and escape the judgment
that is coming upon the churches, which judgment is already
being meted out in the West.

The world’s wrath is directed against everything truly
biblical. But it will be guided by our heavenly Father as a
means to purge His people of the false brethren among us.
As painful as it will be, we must welcome it.

The West is flinging wide the door of welcome to its
executioners, inviting hordes of Muslims to settle among us,
changing our once biblically-inspired culture to a culture of
godlessness. As a result, the fear of terrorism is spreading
among the citizens
even while their
political leaders are
telling them not to
be so concerned
because Islam is a
religion of peace.

But Islam is not
a religion of peace.
Islam is the
hammer of God
that will forge our
western society
into compliance in
welcoming the
man of sin. Sadly,
Christianity is part
of the world
system that will
persecute true believers in Jesus along with the hordes of
barbarians that are beating at the gates of a formerly Bible-
inspired civilization.❖

An actual “Sign of the Times”
in which we live.
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WITH THE GROWING threat of Islamic terrorism in
the U.S. and Europe, the likelihood of an attack
of major proportions on the infrastructure of the

nation is being given increasing attention in the media.
Besides the destruction from a nuclear fission bomb, there
are electromagnetic pulse weapons that have been developed
which would not destroy the physical structures or take lives,
but would render all electrically-powered devices inoperable.

An electromagnetic pulse (EMP) is a short burst of
electromagnetic energy that is disruptive or damaging to
electronic equipment. A lightning strike generates an EMP
that can kill organic life and damage physical objects. An
EMP can be generated in four forms: electric field; magnetic
field; electromagnetic radiation; electromagnetic conduction.
There are also solar magnetic flares observable through
sudden flashes of brightness emanating from the surface of
the Sun. These latter are known to emit X-rays and UV
radiation affecting Earth’s ionosphere, disrupting radio
communications.

EMPs can be manmade as well, and these are the ones
with which we must be concerned. Man can’t affect the Sun;
only God can do that, and so far He has allowed the Sun to
provide us with life-giving and life-sustaining energy. He has
promised that as long as the earth stands, the seasons for
planting and reaping  will continue (Genesis 8:22).

But that doesn’t mean man cannot create destructive ways
to bring about evil in the earth.  Of great concern is such an
EMP attack on a nation’s power grids. Besides the United
States, China, Russia, North Korea, and other nations
already have, or are developing EMP weapons. Should any
unfriendly nation deploy such a weapon on the U.S., it is
estimated that it would cause inestimable damage that could
last for months—perhaps years.

All means of energy are dependent upon electricity to
some degree; without electricity we would be living in a
stone-age culture, surrounded by beautiful but non-functional
modern conveniences. Consider what would happen in your
town or city should the electric power go out for such an
extended time. Homes and businesses would be deprived of
lights, natural gas, water, the use of appliances from hair
dryers to clothes washers, transportation (no gas for their
cars, trucks, etc.), food (no means to get it from producers to

markets), medical equipment and supplies, hospital care—
virtually everything we depend on for our daily existence.

An EMP strike over a city would also destroy the electrical
systems of cars, buses, trains, airplanes, even batteries for
flashlights. A brooding darkness would descend that would
cause death and destruction affecting tens of millions of lives
as looting, killing, and other inhumane acts of self-
preservation drive people into a frenzy for survival.

There would be no jobs, no means of earning money, no
drawing funds from banks, no way to buy what little would
be available for the 24 hours of supplies left on market shelves.

History has shown how dangerous even a temporary
blackout for a few hours would be. There have been enough
such blackouts due to storms, lightning strikes, accidental
downing of power poles, blown transformers, and other
reasons, to give us a clue.

The most recent major power outage was caused by
Hurricane Sandy in October, 2012. The storm knocked out
power to 8.2 million people in 17 states, the District of
Columbia, and Canada, many for two weeks.

Earlier, in June, 2012, a wind storm cut power to some
4.2 million customers across 11 Midwest and Mid-Atlantic
states and the District of Columbia. Restoration for many
took up to ten days.

A record early snowstorm caused outages in the northeast
U.S. for more than three million customers for up to ten days.

One of the most famous outages, although lasting only 26
hours, hit New York City on July 13, 1977. Nine million
people suffered through suffocating heat, humidity, and
darkness. Looting was a major problem as businesses and
homes suffered vandalism on an unprecedented scale with the
possible exception of the Watts Riots in California in 1965.

Imagine if the New York City outage had lasted six days, let
alone six to twelve months or even more, due to an EMP strike.

The danger of an EMP strike from Islamic terrorists or
an unfriendly nation is a looming threat. What would our
world be like after such a strike?

Initially, there would be chaos everywhere.  Every single
technological and electrical device that makes our lives so
comfortable would be useless. We would have to ride a horse
or walk to get anywhere. With the food supply gone, we
would have to rely on whatever stock we have available at the
time, provided we can hold on to it through the looting and
killing season. Fear and panic would drive many people mad.
There would be no law and order because the instruments
that government depends on to function would be inoperable.

After the initial period of panic, after the murders and
suicides have abated somewhat, after the realization that there
is no help coming and no means of communication to hold
society together, things would eventually sort themselves out to
where we would be living much as they did in ancient times.

Most would look at such a predicament as a curse.  ➲

EMP:
BACK TO
THE STONE
AGE?
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However, some might see it as a blessing. Consider that
there would be no more mass communications—no radio, no
television, no computers, no cell phones, no Kindles or
iPads—no means for the world to send its messages into our
homes. Consequently, there would be no movies or other
forms of electronic entertainment; no sporting events
broadcast into our living rooms; no video games to mesmerize
children; no pornography or televangelists.

There would be peace in the valley.
Sure, there would be physical hardships. But people

would have little free time to get into mischief, and there
would be little of any value to steal from one another. Once
again, men would earn their bread by the sweat of their brow.
Family members would have to learn to communicate with
each other, neighbors would learn something about each
other, politicians would have to hit the stump on the backs
of mules. What a hoot!

But you know what? Mankind would survive—and be the
better for it.

Of course, this is allowing that all the nations would suffer
the same fate. Otherwise, the nations that retain their
technological abilities would dominate those that lost theirs.

This is always a danger.
But I propose that there is a greater danger of an EMP

strike from a friendly source—that is, a source friendly to
believers in Jesus.

Are you ready for this?
Do you think I’m nuts?
What do you suppose will happen to the electrical grids

and other infrastructures of the nations when the Lord
returns? What do you suppose life will be like during the
Lord’s 1,000-year reign upon the earth?

It appears from Scripture that the scenario I have painted
above which could result from widespread EMP strikes
around the world will characterize life during the Millennial
Age. When the Lord returns to destroy the armies of the
anti-Christ, which will be the armies of most or all of the
technologically advanced nations, He will show no mercy:

“For, look! In those days, and in that time, when
I shall bring again the captivity of Judah and Jerusa-
lem, I will also gather all nations, and will bring them
down into the valley of Jehoshaphat, and will judge
them there for My people and for My heritage Israel,
whom they have scattered among the nations, and
parted My land. And they have cast lots for my people,
and have given a boy for an harlot, and sold a girl for
wine so that they might drink.

“Yes, and what have you to do with Me, O Tyre,
and Zidon, and all the region of Palestine? Will you
render Me a recompense? And if you recompense Me,
I will quickly and speedily return your recompense
upon your own head because you have taken My silver

and My gold, and have carried My goodly pleasant
things into your temples.

“You have also sold the children of Judah and the
children of Jerusalem to the descendants of Javan so
that you might remove them far from their border.

“Look, I will raise them out of the place where you
have sold them, and will return your recompense upon
your own head. And I will sell your sons and your
daughters into the hand of the children of Judah, and
they shall sell them to the Sabeans—to a people far
away.”

YHWH has spoken it.
“Proclaim this among the Gentiles: ‘Prepare war!

Wake up the mighty men; let all the men of war draw
near! Let them come up! Beat your plowshares into
swords, and your pruning hooks into spears! Let the
weak say, “I am strong.” (Joel 3:1-10)

[Contrary to  the  popular song, Give Thanks, which
misapplies this Scripture, Yahweh is 
who think they are strong, but are weak: “Let them say, ‘I am
strong.’”]

“‘Assemble yourselves, and come, all you heathen,
and gather yourselves together round about.’”

There, cause your mighty ones to come down, O
YHWH.

“Let the heathen be awakened and come up to the
valley of Jehoshaphat, for there I will sit to judge all
the heathen round about. Put in the sickle, for the
harvest is ripe! Come, get you down, for the press is
full, the vats overflow, for their wickedness is great.”

Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision,
for the day of YHWH is near in the valley of decision.

The sun and the moon shall be darkened, and the
stars shall withdraw their shining. YHWH shall also
roar out of Zion, and utter His voice from Jerusalem,
and the heavens and the earth shall shake! But YHWH
will be the hope of His people, and the strength of the
children of Israel.

“So shall you know that I am YHWH your Elohiym
dwelling in Zion, My holy mountain! Then Jerusalem
shall be holy, and no aliens shall pass through her
anymore.

“And it shall come to pass in that day, that the
mountains shall drop down new wine, and the hills
shall flow with milk, and all the rivers of Judah shall
flow with waters, and a fountain shall come forth from
the house of YHWH, and shall water the valley of
Shittim.

“Egypt shall be a desolation, and Edom shall be a
desolate wilderness because of the violence against the
children of Judah—because they have shed innocent
blood in their land.
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“But Judah shall dwell forever, and Jerusalem from

generation to generation, for I will cleanse their blood that
I have not cleansed, for YHWH dwells in Zion.” (Joel 3:11-21)

Jeremiah speaks of that day:

“Alas! For that day is great, so that none is like it! It
is the time of Jacob’s Trouble, but he shall be saved out
of it. For it shall come to pass in that day,” says YHWH
of Hosts, “that I will break his yoke from off your neck,
and will burst your bonds, and strangers shall no longer
enslave him. But they shall serve YHWH their God,
and David their king, whom I will raise up to them.”
(Jeremiah 30:7-9)

The Book of Revelation iterates this scene:

And I saw Heaven opened, and look! A white horse!
And He who sat on him was called “Faithful” and
“True,” and in righteousness He judges and makes war.

His eyes were like a flame of fire, and on His head
were many crowns, and He had a name written that
no man knew but He Himself.

And He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood,
and His name is called “The Word of God.”

And the armies that were in Heaven followed Him
on white horses, clothed in fine linen, white and clean.

And out of his mouth goes a sharp sword so that
with it He would strike the nations. And He shall rule
them with a rod of iron. And He treads the winepress
of the fierceness and wrath of Almighty God. And He
has on His robe and on His thigh a name written:
“KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS.”

And I saw an angel standing in the sun, and he
cried out with a loud voice, saying to all the fowls that
fly in the midst of the skies, “Come and gather
yourselves together to the supper of the great God so
that you may eat the flesh of kings, and the flesh of
captains, and the flesh of mighty men, and the flesh
of horses, and of those who sit on them, and the flesh
of all men, both free and bond, both small and great.”

And I saw the beast, and the kings of the earth, and
their armies, gathered together to make war against Him
who sat on the horse, and against His army.

And the beast was taken, and with him the false
prophet who worked miracles before him, with which
he deceived those who had received the mark of the
beast, and those who worshipped his image. These both
were cast alive into a lake of fire burning with brimstone.

And the remnant were slain with the sword by Him
who sat on the horse, which sword proceeded out of
His mouth. And all the fowls were filled with their
flesh. (Revelation 19:14-21)

It would seem that during the Millennial Age the means
to bring mankind together in a global coalition against

Yahweh will be removed. At the very least, electronic
communications will not be able to be used for that purpose,
if even allowed for other purposes.

But let’s look further into scriptural evidence that
technology will be greatly reduced:

And I saw an angel come down from Heaven,
having the key of the abyss and a great chain in his
hand. And he laid hold on the dragon—that old
serpent, which is the Devil, and Satan—and bound
him for a thousand years, and cast him into the abyss,
and shut him up, and set a seal on him so that he
could no longer deceive the nations till the thousand
years should be fulfilled. And after that he must be
loosed a little season. (Revelation 20:1-3)

And when the thousand years are over, Satan shall
be loosed out of his prison and shall go out to deceive
the nations that are in the four quarters of the
earth—Gog and Magog—to gather them together to
battle, the number of whom is as the sand of the sea.

And they went up on the breadth of the earth and
encircled the camp of the saints about, and the
beloved city. And fire came down from God out of
the heavens, and devoured them. (Revelation 20:7-9)

The final battle of Satan vs. Yahweh will take place at the
end of the Millennial Age when Satan will again be loosed
to deceive the nations into attacking Jerusalem where the
Lord’s throne will be. It is the description of the aftermath
of that final battle that is telling:

The word of YHWH came to me, saying, “Son of
man, set your face against Gog, the land of Magog, the
chief prince of Meshech and Tubal, and prophesy against
him, and say, ‘The Lord YHWH says this: “Look! I am
against you, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and
Tubal, and I will turn you back, and put hooks into your
jaws, and I will bring you forth, and all your army, horses
and horsemen, all of them clothed with all sorts of armor,
even a great company with bucklers and shields, all of
them handling swords: Persia, Ethiopia, and Libya with
them; all of them with shield and helmet. Gomer, and
all his bands; the house of Togarmah of the north
quarters, and all his bands, and many people with you.

“‘“Be prepared, and prepare for yourself, you, and
all your company that are assembled to you, and be a
guard to them.

“‘“After many days you shall be visited. In the latter
years you shall come into the land that is brought back
from the sword and is gathered out of many people,
against the mountains of Israel which have always been
waste, but it is brought forth out of the nations, and
they shall dwell safely all of them.
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“‘“You shall ascend and come like a storm; you shall

be like a cloud to cover the land, you, and all your
armies, and many people with you.”’” (Ezekiel 38:1-9)

We see that this prophecy about Gog and Magog coming
against Jerusalem pertains to the end of the Millennium, not
this present age. Jerusalem is dwelling in safety, the people
having been “brought forth out of the nations.”

This is not the modern state of Zionist Israel which is
ungodly and still in rebellion against Israel’s Messiah; this is
the Kingdom of Israel ruled by Jesus and David (Ezekiel 34:24).

But relative to the point that the world’s technology will
be severely curtailed is the description of the weapons the
nations will yield: “horses and horsemen, all of them clothed
with all sorts of armor, even a great company with bucklers
and shields, all of them handling swords: Persia, Ethiopia,
and Libya with them; all of them with shield and helmet.”

Ezekiel’s prophecy continues, describing the weapons:

“Therefore, you son of man, prophesy against Gog,
and say, ‘The Lord YHWH says this: “Look! I am
against you, O Gog, the chief prince of Meshech and
Tubal, and I will turn you back, and leave but the sixth
part of you, and will cause you to come up from the
north parts, and will bring you upon the mountains
of Israel. And I will strike your bow out of your left
hand, and will cause your arrows to fall out of your
right hand.”’” (Ezekiel 39:1-3)

The enemies of Yahweh will be wielding bows and
arrows—primitive weapons as further proved by the following:

“And those who dwell in the cities of Israel shall
go forth, and shall set on fire and burn the weapons,
both the shields and the bucklers, the bows and the
arrows, and the hand staves, and the spears, and they
shall burn them with fire for seven years, so that they
shall take no wood out of the field, nor cut down any
out of the forests. For they shall burn the weapons
with fire, and they shall spoil those who spoiled them,
and rob those who robbed them,” says Elohiym
YHWH. (Ezekiel 39:9-10)

Many “prophecy experts” who believe these prophecies
relate to the present age tell us that Ezekiel couldn’t describe
modern weapons because he would have had no words for
them. Therefore, he used terms that would be familiar to
Israelites of his day. As for the weapons providing enough fuel
for Israel’s fires for seven years they tell us that many modern
weapons are made of exotic materials that can be burned.

There are at least three problems with this reasoning:
Most modern weapons are not made of materials that can

be burned easily. They would not be able to burn steel,
aluminum, and many composites for fuel in their homes.

If there are any weapons made of other burnable materials,
they would be toxic and unusable in domestic furnaces.

Why would modern armies be using hand staves? The
word “staves” in Hebrew is bad—a branch of a tree or other
material used for a club such as a bar.

There is one other important thing to consider: why will
they need wood for fuel? Only campers and those who have
no access to fossil fuels or electricity need to burn wood.

Modern man has looked upon his technology as a blessing
from God. Is it possible that it is a curse from another source?

When Yahweh scattered the rebellious people from Babel, His
purpose was to prevent them from achieving all they imagined to
do (Genesis 11:6). He knew that man’s imagination is evil
(Genesis 6:5, 8:21). For some six thousand years man’s ability to
make mischief has been largely hampered by his lack of
technology. There is evidence that man at one time before and
soon after the Flood of Noah’s day had a technology far beyond
what most people today would imagine. His language confused
and his communication and close society disrupted, man would
be unable to achieve a technology that could corrupt all mankind.

With the harnessing of electricity, man’s technology
soared in a short period of time. If we want to know the
source of technology then, at the Tower of Babel, and today,
we need only consider how much of man’s technology is used
for the glory of Yahweh, and how much for the glory of man
and Satan. I would venture than less than 1% of man’s
technology is used to glorify Yahweh. He was far more
glorified where He was known prior to the explosion of
technology and science in the past century plus.

Even among the churches, technology is used more for
the propagation of religious theory than the Word of God.

Man’s technology and science has produced some good
in the fields of medicine and such, but overall, it is far more
used for evil than for good.

Does this mean our heavenly Father has had nothing to
do with giving man technology? Not at all. He has allowed
it, and at times I am sure He has inspired aspects of it. But
it is man’s technology that is being used by the ungodly to
spread anti-Christ messages and actions throughout the
world, far more than any God-inspired messages and actions.

Ultimately, man’s technology will be used in an attempt
to defeat the Lord when He returns to Earth to inaugurate
His millennial kingdom. But it will be unavailable to the
rebellious populous that will rise up against Him at the end
of His millennial reign.

Though we are allowed to use the world’s technology that
Satan and his minions have developed to rebel against Yahweh,
let us be sure that our use of it glorifies our heavenly Father.

Whether therefore you eat, or drink, or whatever
you do, do all to the glory of God. (1 Corinthians 10:31)

For whatever we use our computers; for whatever we
use our television sets; for whatever we use our cars, or for
anything else we possess, let us strive to use them to the glory
of our heavenly Father.❖
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The products in this catalog are carefully selected to provide knowledgeable and accurate information on subjects that are

of vital importance to the Body of Christ. Some are not available in bookstore and/or are produced by little-known publishers.
We cannot vouch for every thought presented. We urge you to test all things. Do not substitute any of these for Bible study.
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THE DAY OF YAHWEH: A
Biblical Eschatology & Study
on the Book of Revelation
Albert James Dager - 360 pages

The result of 25 years of research
into biblical prophecy and human
history. Readers will be startled and
perhaps even dismayed to find that their
eschatology, based on the teachings of
trusted “experts” in the field of last-days
teachings, has been largely misguided.

Subjects of debate among Christians
of varying persuasions are finally able
to be settled.

The answers to many questions are
often contrary to what you may have
learned.

B-1109 Paperback $18 - 2 lbs.

THE WORLD CHRISTIAN
MOVEMENT: Great Delusion
Leading to the Religio-Political
State of the Anti-Christ
Albert James Dager - 233 pages

The Gospel is being compromised as
we learn that it is no longer proper to
proclaim Jesus Christ as Savior unless
done so within the context of the world’s
pagan religions. We are told that God
speaks through Buddha, Mohammed,
Confucius and other “holy men.”

Major Christian voices are sounding
this siren song of compromise and denial
of Christ. Will you recognize the
deception in your church? The only book
on this subject offers vital information on
the World Christian Movement. A most
important subject.

B-1055   Paperback  $14 - 1 lb.

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE?
Why Do You Believe It?
Albert James Dager - 102 pages

What we believe, whether a religious or secular
philosophy, impacts our lives. What you believe is
important not only to you, but to those whom you
influence in life. Yet most people cannot offer
empirical evidence for their beliefs, resting rather on
emotion and their upbringing. Can you give a
reasoned explanation for why you believe what you
believe? Can you say for a certainty that your beliefs
are superior to all others? You may accept or reject
what the author says, but at least you will be able to
assess your own beliefs as true or false.
B-1075   Paperback           $10 - 1 lb.

WHAT IS THE TRUE GOSPEL?
Albert James Dager - 110 pages

Jesus proclaimed what He called “the Gospel
of the Kingdom.” He then commissioned His
disciples to go into all the world and proclaim the
Gospel of the Kingdom to all the nations. But even
from the beginning there have been false gospels
proclaimed by those claiming to be messengers of
God. Today we are witnessing a great apostasy
based largely on institutional traditions. Many false
gospels emanating from pulpits, radio, and
television–even many that seem to glorify Jesus–
differ from the Gospel proclaimed by Jesus. This
book points the reader back to Scripture to discover
the original Gospel.
B-1081      Paperback  $8 - 1 lb.

THE HOUSE ASSEMBLY:
Recapturing the First-Century Model
For The Gathering of the Saints
Albert James Dager - 221 pages

Many Christians are experiencing the inevitable
results of religious institutionalism: denominational
traditions; abusive pastors; false teachings; anecdotal
sermons; favoritism and other unscriptural teachings
and practices. This book is a guide for those desiring
to start a house assembly after the pattern of the
first-century ekklesia. Includes examples of the
author’s experiences in the house assembly, as well
as biblical models for elders, teaching, fellowship
and other aspects of gathering in love.
B-1074   Paperback         $12 - 1 lb.

VENGEANCE IS OURS:
The Church in Dominion
Albert James Dager - 283 pages

A militancy is stirring in the breasts of some
Christians desirous to “take dominion over the earth.”
A call for vengeance on God’s enemies and a
restructuring of society under God’s Law is being
heard.

But is it the Christian’s responsibility to take
control of society and reconstruct it in accordance with
God’s Law?’

Vengeance Is Ours is the only book that analyzes
the various forms of dominion theology, from
Manifested Sons of God to Christian Reconstruction.
B-1001   Paperback    $10 - 1 lb.

Books From Sword Publishers
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A DIFFERENT GOSPEL
D.R. McConnell  225 pages

An exposé of the word-faith
movement from a theology instruc-
tor at Oral Roberts University,
Traces the origins of word-faith
from E.W. Kenyon’s science-of-
mind connections to the plagiarism
of Kenneth Hagin and beyond.
B-1005 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

WEIGHED AND FOUND
WANTING
Bill Randles  209 pages

A Pentecostal pastor looks at
the Toronto Blessing. Read why the
author believes that this current
“Renewal” is actually a judgment
from God, and possibly the great
delusion spoken of in 2 Thessalo-
nians 2!
B-1008 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

BEWARE THE NEW PROPHETS
Bill Randles  132 pages

A subject of great importance:
the re-emergence of the Latter
Rain Movement with its aberrant
theology and careless eschatology.
Will help the uninformed as well
as those already aware of this
deception to understand its threat.
B-1043 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

A WONDERFUL DECEPTION:
The Further New Age Implica-
tions of the Emerging Purpose
Driven Movement
Warren Smith  229 pages

Former New Ager reveals
how Christian leaders, whether
wittingly or unwittingly, guide
followers into spiritual deceptions.
B-1099 Paperback $15  - 1 lb.

YOGA & THE BODY OF CHRIST
Dave Hunt   170 pages

Yoga is revolutionizing the
fitness movement and reaches into
the churches and lifestyles of
Christians. Every Christian should
be informed about the true origins
and effects of yoga and its ungodly
roots in Kundalini “serpent power.”
B-1096 Paperback $9 - 1 lb.

A FALSE DOCTRINE OF
SUBTLE PURPOSE
Albert James Dager  106 pages

Thousands of churches and
pastors are strongly influenced by
the writings of Rick Warren. But
are his teachings truly biblical?
This book reveals many of War-
ren’s unscriptural teachings.
B-1080     Paperback  $10 - 1lb.

DECEIVED ON PURPOSE: The
New Age Implications of the
Purpose-Driven Church
Warren Smith

A former New Age leader
dissects Rick Warren’s Purpose-
Driven agenda, exposing his pen-
chant to quote New Agers and use
Bible versions that promote New
Age thought.
B-1076 Paperback   $12.00 - 1 lb.

PSYCHOHERESY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   468 pages
Revised & expanded from 259 pages

This greatly expanded edition
offers almost twice the new evidence
on the fallacies of psychological
counseling and psychotherapy. From
experts on the field of psychology
and its inroads into the churches.

B-1011 Paperback $18 - 2 lbs.

CRI GUILTY OF PSYCHOHERESY?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   144 pages

A response to Bob and Gretchen
Passantino’s series on psychology in
Christian Research Institute’s Chris-
tian Research Journal. The authors
charge the Passantinos and CRI with
psychoheresy–the integration of psy-
chological theory with Scripture.
B-1028 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

PERSON-TO-PERSON MINISTRY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   250 pages

Reveals the sin of problem-cen-
tered counseling; shows how it leads
Christians into feeding the flesh and
quenching the Spirit. Gives reasons
why Christians must abandon the
problem-centered approach in favor
of becoming Christ-centered.
B-1097 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

Books From Other Publishers

TORCH OF THE TESTIMONY
John W. Kennedy 251 pages

A history of the Christians and
churches that have stood outside the
Catholic-Protestant tradition. Origi-
nally published in India in 1964;
little known in the West. We don’t
recommend some of this publish-
er’s other items, but this is a gem.
B-1022 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

THE PILGRIM CHURCH
E. H.Broadbent  448 pages

The real story of the faith is not
recorded in history, which has
largely been tainted by Roman Cath-
olic influences. This classic will trill
you with stories of unknown heroes
of the faith who have stood firm for
God’s truth. Wonderful.
B-1053 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.

STOP COUNSELING!
START MINISTERING!
Martin & Deidre Bobgan 325 pages

Why Christians should be
opposed to all forms of counseling.
Reveals how counseling, which is
problem-centered, involves sinful
conversations. Offers ways to equip
those in need to live a biblical life.
B-1102 Paperback  $16 - 2 lbs.

12 STEPS TO DESTRUCTION
Martin & Deidre Bobgan 247 pages

Exposes the codependency/ recov-
ery heresies that inffect churches with
“Christian” psychology. Written for
those who are suffering from the trials
of life and for those who want to help
them. Also for both those currently or
formerly in 12-step recovery programs.
B-1014 Paperback    $12 - 1 lb.

WHY I QUESTION THE ROMAN
CATHOLIC FAITH
Charles G.B. Evans    226 pages

Is Roman Catholicism the
same as mainstream Christianity?
Are the differences important? Was
Peter the first pope; was Mary
sinless? These questions and more
are answered with tact and compas-
sion for Catholics.
B-1111 Paperback $15 - 1 lb.
THE HARBINGER:
Fact or Fiction?
David James  224 pages

Is the N.Y. Times bestseller,
The Harbinger leading Christians
astray? Is the alleged “ancient mys-
tery” that holds the secret to Amer-
ica’s future not biblical? This
important book offers the truth.

B-1110 Paperback $15 - 1 lb.

EARTH’S EARLIEST AGES
G.H. Pember       332 pages

This is a 19th-century classic
that addresses the pre-Adamic theory
and the early history of Satan, and
offers a biblical account of the Fall
of Man and the Flood eras, and
modern distortions of the texts and
contexts of both. It is considered
controversial by some.
B-1104 Paperback    $12 - 2 lbs.

MORMONISM
Kurt Van Gorden 94 pages

With its emphasis on family values
and conservative ethics, Mormonism
is being given by Christian leaders
much credibility as a valid expres-
sion of biblical faith. Peel back the
facade and you will find a heretical
cult with roots in immorality, racism
and violence.
B-1108 Paperback $11 - 1 lb.

POSITIVE CONFESSION
Steve Phillips  120 pages

Reveals the psychological and
occult origins of Positive Confes-
sion teachings while contrasting
God’s Word on Faith, Prayer, God-
hood, Prosperity, Dominion,
Healing and the true faith.

B-1112 Paperback     $9 - 1 lb.

GOD’S SUPER-APOSTLES
Geivett & Pivec   159  pages

Is God reviving the offices of
apostle and prophet today? Will
those who do not obey them incur
the wrath of God?

How the New Apostolic Refor-
mation rose from the Latter-Rain
Movement.
B-1114  Paperback    $11 - 1 lb.

EXPOSED: The False Faith Heal-
ing-Prosperity Gospel
Danny Frigulti  226 pages

Exposes more than 100 false-
hoods found in Word-Faith teach-
ings about sickness, healing, faith,
positive confession, quantum faith,
money, inner healing, creative visu-
alization, etc.
B-1113 Paperback      $14 - 2 lbs
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TERRORISM: The New War on
Freedom
Jeremiah Films  50 Minutes

Tells the truth about the violent
nature of Islam. Hatred of everything non-
Islamic is fundamental to that religion,
not just to the “radical” elements. This
video offers strong documentation of the
anti-Christ, anti-Jewish agenda of Islam.
DVD-2023   $24  - 1 lb.

THE THIRD JIHAD:
Radical Islam’s Vision for America
The Clarion Fund 60 Minutes

Banned by the NYPD under
pressure from “moderate” Islamic
organizations in America. Indicts the
media and government for keeping
us in the dark. Well documented, and
most important.
DVD- 2032     $15 - 1 lb.

Order Form
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DVDs

OBSESSION:
Radical Islam’s War Against the West
The Clarion Fund     60 Minutes

Does Western Civilization have
much time left? Unique footage from
Arab television reveals a plan to
destroy the West and entrench Islam
over the entire world. A warfare we
are not allowed to know about.
DVD-2031        $15 - 1 lb.
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NEW DVD

PATTERNS OF EVIDENCE: EXODUS
Patterns of Evidence LLC  119 Minutes

Prominent archaeologists and historians insist that there is no hard
evidence to support the biblical account of the Exodus.

This video provides unimpeachable evidence for the truth of God’s
Word regarding the Exodus account. In light of the evidence contained
in this video, honest hearts would have to at least be willing to consider
that God’s Word might be true after all.  DVD-2034    $18 - 1 lb.

How can we prove the true God’s existence to an atheist? Do atheists really know for certain that He does not exist?
Through on-the-street interviews, The Atheist Delusion (Living Waters Productions) reveals the thinking of a number

of self-professed atheists who give their reasons for not believing in the existence of God.
Pointed questions are asked of atheists of all ages, but  primarily millennials, and they are offered reasoned explanations as to

why nature itself is evidence of God’s existence. Comfort offers to the interviewees the analogy of a book, asking if a book, perfectly
printed with pictures, complete with proper punctuation and syntax, could produce itself out of nothingness. The answer is obvious:
of course not. And every atheist he interviews agrees. Yet when it comes to the existence of DNA that Comfort likens to the book of
life—a book far more complex than any book printed by man, and that determines the minutest characteristics of every living
thing—atheists assume that DNA spontaneously came into existence from nothing.

The Atheist Delusion offers believers in Christ Jesus excellent insight into how to approach atheists and lead them to belief, not
only in the existence of someone greater than themselves, but to a saving faith in the true God of the Bible.

DVD-2035   $5 - 1 lb.
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DVD REVIEW
By Albert James Dager

HOW CAN WE

prove the true
God’s existence

to an atheist? Do atheists
really know for certain that
He does not exist?

Through on-the-street
interviews, The Atheist

Delusion (Living Waters Productions) reveals the thinking of
a number of self-professed atheists who give their reasons for
not believing in the existence of God.

Ray Comfort, founder of Living Waters Productions, asks
pointed questions of atheists of all ages, but  primarily
millennials, and offers reasoned explanations as to why nature
itself is evidence of God’s existence. Comfort offers to the
interviewees the analogy of a book, asking if a book, perfectly
printed with pictures, complete with proper punctuation and
syntax, could produce itself out of nothingness. The answer is
obvious: of course not. And every atheist he interviews agrees.
Yet when it comes to the existence of DNA that Comfort likens
to the book of life—a book far more complex than any book
printed by man, and that determines the minutest
characteristics of every living thing—atheists assume that DNA
spontaneously came into existence from nothing.

One humorous segment shows notorious atheist Richard
Dawkins in a debate with Roman Catholic cardinal George
Pell, trying to define nothing as something.  The question is
whether something can come from nothing, which Dawkins
insists is possible.

Dawkins: Of course it’s counter-intuitive you can get
something from nothing; of course common sense
doesn’t allow you to get something from nothing.
That’s why it’s interesting. It’s got to be interesting in
order to give rise to the universe at all. Something
pretty mysterious had to give rise to the origin of the
universe. But exactly what, what’s meant by nothing,
but whatever it is, it’s very, very simple. [Audience
laughter]

Why is that funny?

Pell: Well, I think it’s a bit funny to be trying to define
nothing.

[More laughter and applause]

We can see from this example why Scripture tells us that
the fool says in his heart there is no God (Psalm 14:1, 53:1).

It’s too bad that example couldn’t have been revealed at
a debate with an evangelical Christian, but Catholic priests
aren’t wrong about everything, in spite of their many errors.

When some protest that DNA came about through the
evolutionary process, Comfort’s inspired means of presenting
the absurdity of such thinking causes many of these atheists
to rethink their position.

The Atheist Delusion is beautifully crafted, with graphics and
wonderful examples of the diverse life that exists on earth.

I was especially pleased to see the DVD demonstrate how
impossible it would be for any single species of life to come
into existence with both male and female genders at the same
time, let alone the millions of species that rely on male-female
counterparts in order to procreate and survive. I have often
used that as evidence with skeptics. One may think that a
complex life form can arise from a simple life form, which
evolutionists insist happened, but for both male and female
complex life forms to arise at the same time among millions
of transitions from single-celled life through an evolutionary
process to human beings is impossible—far more impossible
than the possibility of God’s existence.

The Atheist Delusion offers believers in Christ Jesus excellent
insight into how to approach atheists and lead them to belief,
not only in the existence of someone greater than themselves,
but to a saving faith in the true God of the Bible.

Believers cannot help but be moved by those among the
atheist interviewees who come to believe in Jesus Christ,
repenting of their sins and determining to follow Him.

We don’t know how many outside those presented were
interviewed and did not experience spiritual regeneration.
Nor do we know how many who expressed a desire to believe
actually followed through. But that’s not our business.

The believer’s responsibility is to proclaim the Gospel—to
be a witness for Christ. To the degree that the Lord allows
us to continue in relationship with those to whom we witness,
we should follow up. But more often than not, the most we
can do is speak the truth in love and leave the work of
regeneration and sanctification to the Holy Spirit.

Not to be confused with books with the same title by
others, The Atheist Delusion will be priced extremely low
(Retail: $4.99) by Living Waters Productions when it becomes
available in DVD format in October. In the meantime, those
who wish to see it sooner may download the video from the
Living Waters website (www.AtheistMovie.com) for $19.99.

The Atheist Delusion isn’t so much a witnessing tool that
one might show to atheists, as it is a tool for believers to learn
how to approach atheists and present the Gospel. By
combining both the evidence in nature and the evidence in
Scripture, The Atheist Delusion can equip believers to do the
same with others who may be skeptics.❖

The Atheist Delusion will be available through
Sword Publishers in October, 2016.

Price: $5.00 including shipping to U.S. addresses
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AS WE LOOK at the decade of the 1950s we discern a
giant leap in the decline of morality in Western
Civilization. This is the period known as “Happy

Days” according to the popular ABC television series that
ran from 1974 through 1984. Happy Days depicted a time
familiar to me, as those were my teen years. It was a time of
muscle cars, drive-in eateries, drive-in movies, sock hops, and,
by today’s standards, an innocence that was in transition to
worldliness. The increasing popularity of television aided that
transition with the introduction of instant access to the
world’s influences by millions of homes. The United States
was at the time still relatively sheltered from the avant garde
influences upon art, politics, education, and other aspects of
European culture. Television would prove to be anti-Christ’s
most effective tool to change the mores of America.

Although I have often said that I grew up at the best time
and place in human history, in truth that is as far as soulish
satisfaction is concerned. Los Angeles during the 1940s and
1950s was still blessed with the best climate on earth. There
was no smog to speak of until toward the end of the ’50s. I
recall one day in January (I believe it was 1957) while at one
of Southern California’s great beaches, lying on the warm
sand and looking toward the northeast. I could see snow-
capped mountains, and realized that within a little over an
hour I could be enjoying winter sports in the snow.

The seasons still provided rain during the summer, the
skies were clear, often with billowy clouds. Believe it or not,
on a clear night during the 1940s and early ’50s one could
see the Milky Way and thousands of stars if one lived even
a little distance from the center of the city.

The temperatures, although sometimes hot, were not
blasting hot for endless days or weeks. That was before the
basin was paved over to become a giant frying pan. In short,
it was as close to Paradise one could get while still on earth.

I understand the reason singer/songwriter Joni Mitchell
wrote Big Yellow Taxi in 1970, with the oft-repeated refrain,
“They paved paradise and put up a parking lot.”

Although inspired by a visit to Hawaii, Mitchell’s song
bespoke the fate of Southern California even better. And the
physical deterioration of Southern California is likewise
reflected in the spiritual deterioration of not only that region,
but of the United States as a whole.

TELEVISION’S INFLUENCE
The beginning of the end for Southern California’s

halcyon days, I believe, came with the nationally telecast New
Year’s Day Rose Parade and Rose Bowl games from Pasadena.
Here were people in the Midwest, east coast, and south,
freezing in sub-zero temperatures, watching folks in their
shirtsleeves enjoying the festivities. The next thing we native
Californians knew, millions of displaced refugees from the
less hospitable climes of the United States invaded like locusts.

There went Paradise.
But that’s not the worst that television brought us.

Although beginning innocently enough from a humanistic
point of view, the stage was set for the coming invasion of
gross ungodliness into America’s living rooms. It would take
decades to come to fruition, but anti-Christ is patient, if
lacking all other godly attributes. Had Americans of the
1950s known how far afield would go the blasphemy, filth,
and philosophical evil that characterizes today’s television
offerings, it’s quite possible that they would have never
brought the monster into their homes.

That, unfortunately, is a moot point now. It is too late to
turn back history, and there is no such thing as time travel
whereby one could go back in time to warn them. Yet even if
it were possible to warn them somehow, I doubt they would
have ears to hear. As Jesus said, “Even if one were to rise from
the grave, they wouldn’t believe.” Television even then offered
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so many promises of leisurely entertainment and escape from
the cares of the world, that people quickly became
mesmerized by the monster. And it began innocently enough.

Programs such as Leave it to Beaver, The Adventures of Ozzie
and Harriet, Father Knows Best (isn’t that a joke today?), I Love
Lucy, I Married Joan, and others portrayed home life as the
ideal everyone longed for. Although average home life wasn’t
as quaint and perfect as those shows projected, they
nevertheless promoted a sense of love and wholesomeness
that most people desired for themselves. So why would they
believe that the lovely monster in their home would
eventually turn on them and destroy their children’s morals?

Yet if we look closely at some of the programming of the
1950s, we will discern a worldliness that reflects a distinction
between “good” and “godly.”

The relative innocence of Gunsmoke, for example, still
contained elements of ungodliness, albeit in a “wholesome”
manner. Did anyone really think Marshall Dillon’s
longstanding relationship with Kitty Russell was all that
innocent? Did people really know what saloon madams and
those pretty girls sitting with their arms around the cowpokes
were all about?

Of course, nothing was portrayed to give any indication
that things were less than wholesome in Dodge City during
the 1870s, other than the presence of bank robbers, cattle
rustlers, and other ne’er-do-wells. But there was just the hint….

In 1956, the TV remote control was invented, and people
could now change channels from the comfort of their chairs
and sofas. In time, the remote would do far more than change
channels and control volume, making it far easier for people
to become couch potatoes. And whereas there were limited
stations and hours of viewing to start, today there are
hundreds of stations working around the clock to push gross
ungodliness.

ROCK ’N’ ROLL
Whereas love songs of the ’30s and ’40s were mostly about

love, music of the ’50s began to introduce more love songs
that weren’t so much
about love as about lust.
I need not go into
detail, but anti-Christ
knows how to appeal to
the baser instincts of
mankind. The big
bands began to give way
to guitar-and-drum
combos as music saw a
decline in the desire for
melody, for a stronger
emphasis on beat.

Oh, it was great
stuff. Elvis Presley, Little

Richard, Jerry Lee Lewis, Bill Haley and the Comets—they
brought some terrific sounds that provided for upbeat
dancing. I really dug it.

But with it came less godly attitudes towards the opposite
sex. That, and the easy access to cars for teens, produced a
lot of “marriages” in the back seats of Chevys. Some of those
“marriages” became lifelong commitments, but too many of
them ended in unwanted pregnancies, which led to
abortions. Those unwanted pregnancies fueled the campaign
to legalize abortion at a later date, playing into anti-Christ’s
design to corrupt and further destroy humanity.

CREDIT CARDS
From early on in the 20th century, individual store credit

accounts were available. Some stores offered credit cards, as
did major oil companies for their gasoline stations. In 1949,
Frank X. McNamara, head of Hamilton Credit Corporation,
met at lunch with Alfred Bloomingdale, grandson of the
founder of Bloomingdale’s department store, and Ralph
Sneider, McNamara’s attorney. At Major’s Cabin Grill, next
to the Empire State Building in New York City, they met to
discuss a problem that Hamilton Credit Corporation was
having with a customer who could not pay his debt. When
McNamara reached for his wallet to pay for the meal in cash,
he discovered that he had forgotten his wallet. Embarrassed,
he called his wife to have her bring him some money. That
event sparked a new idea in McNamara—a credit card that
could be used in multiple locations. This led to the creation
of a middleman who would act as a liaison between merchants
and their customers. That first credit card middleman was
Diners Club, formed in 1950 and financed with funds from
McNamara, Bloomingdale, and Sneider. The first merchants
were restaurants. Although beginning slowly because
restaurants didn’t want to pay the middleman fees, by the end
of 1950 some 20,000 people were using the Diners Club credit
card—a paper card with participating merchants’ names on the
back. In 1958, both American Express and the Bank
Americard (later called VISA) were created, and the credit card
became a mainstay of the American economy.

What a blessing it was. People no longer needed to earn
enough money before buying high-priced items. Now they
could receive instant gratification by passing a plastic card
over the counter. Credit reporting agencies became a
necessity to handle the task of checking credit for card issuers.

The credit card had another plus side to it. Now,
manufacturers could produce goods at a faster rate to keep
up with the demand. This gave rise to employment, and the
employed could use credit to further increase the demand.

But with the blessing of easy credit came the curse of bad
credit ratings for those who got too far in debt. No longer
were people’s souls owed “to the company store” (thank you,
Tennessee Ernie Ford); now their souls were owed to banks
and lending institutions. With the use of easy credit came
the need for more income, which in turn eventually required
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both spouses to find employment. This, of course, meant
that, with both parents working, children had to be shuffled
off to day care, pre-kindergarten, kindergarten, then public
elementary and high schools. In time, most parents would
no longer be the character-molding factor in their children’s
lives. That task would fall to child care professionals and
teachers, as well as to (drum roll) television programming
that filled the kids’ down time.

As wives and mothers left the home to earn enough to
support the materialistic needs of the family, spousal
relationships began to suffer. Meeting “more interesting”
members of the opposite sex at work caused discontent with
what they had at home. The divorce rate began to rise, to
where even in Christian homes today the divorce rate is
almost equal to that of the world.

It may not be obvious to most, but anti-Christ’s design to
destroy the nuclear family and drive its members further from
God was greatly aided by easy credit. Today, the nation is
reaping the whirlwind for having sowed to the wind the
posterity entrusted to us by Yahweh. The satanic philosophies
that permeate our public schools have, for the past several
decades, turned each generation further from our Father’s
truth and produced a nation of many crybabies and
dependents upon government largesse, as well as amoral,
violent, impatient protestors against law and order.

Yet this is in keeping with the Lord’s warnings that in the
last days it will be as it was in the days of Noah and Lot (Luke
17:26-30) when mankind will again corrupt himself, and
violence will fill the earth.

Europe and the United States of America have been the
primary targets of anti-Christ while bringing this about.

THE KOREAN WAR
Also in 1950, America went to war with Korea, a scant

five years after having endured the horrors of World War II.
Again, this “Christian” nation was subjected to death and
maiming of its youth. But the real evil was the determined
policy of the Truman Administration not to fight to win, but
merely to contain communism from invading South Korea.
While America waged its no-win “police action” entered into
unconstitutionally as a subject of its United Nations “peace-
keeping” role, communism in America continued to wield
influence upon the State Department and the president,
urging “restraint” rather than risk the ire of a still impotent
U.S.S.R. and Red China.

For the first time in history America suffered the indignity
of defeat in warfare, not because of the incompetence of the
brave men who fought or the military leaders in the field,
but because the communist influences in our government
pushed the correct political buttons to thwart every effort
toward victory. The U.S. Government favored
“containment,” refusing to utterly defeat the North Korean
communists. Today, North Korea is one of the greatest
threats to the West, flexing its military muscle in the face of

an Obama administration that consistently displays weakness
to the rest of the nations.

Most importantly, the Korean War (not “police action”)
was the first war engaged in unconstitutionally without a
declaration of war by Congress. In order to circumvent the
constitution (unlawfully) the Truman administration in
cooperation with the United Nations denied the UN action
was a war, and called it a “police action.”

It was also the first time that the United States surren-
dered its military sovereignty to a foreign power largely
administered by the Soviet Union and Red China. It had
already surrendered much of its political sovereignty to that
foreign power, making it ripe for the picking by anti-Christ’s
New World Order.

JOE McCARTHY
The name today evokes smirks and ridicule by ignorant

people who think that the late Senator Joe McCarthy
(R-Wisconsin) was engaged in a “witch hunt” to “find
commies behind every bush.” In truth—and I remember those
days—Senator McCarthy was a true patriot who rightly
contended that there were many communists and Soviet spies
and sympathizers within the U.S. federal government, as well
as in the mainstream media and the Hollywood movie
industry—the latter two working to propagandize for
sympathy toward the U.S.S.R. and the communist ideology.

He began his investigations in 1950, and was immediately
vilified by the left-leaning press and members of Congress
with left-leaning sympathies. Today, his name is synonymous
with despotism and un-Americanism. In truth, he was a good
man who fell victim to cowardly fools who themselves were
victims of communist propaganda. His cause was not helped
by his correctly diagnosed accusations of disloyalty and sex
crimes (i.e., homosexuality) by a number of politicians and
others within and without the government of the United
States. The politicians, especially, wanted him discredited
rather than themselves be exposed.

Anti-Christ used Joe McCarthy as a whipping boy for
Satan’s plan of destruction against the United States, and
the faith of its people, which was overwhelmingly Christian,
at least in the nominal sense.
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Today, any truth about

McCarthy has largely been
relegated to the “memory
hole,” as most historians
approach his biographies from
a biased, leftist standard. It is
difficult to discern what they
say is true, and what is false.

By destroying McCarthy’s
reputation through the
communist -sympathizing
media, anti-Christ was able to
continue working unabated
through the U.S. government
to accomplish his plans.

THE HYDROGEN BOMB
1950 was also the year that President Truman ordered

the construction of the hydrogen bomb, which would release
energy equivalent to 10,000,000 tons of TNT—500 times
more than the first atomic bomb, which was equivalent to
20,000 tons of TNT. With the hydrogen bomb, anti-Christ
would have the power to threaten far more devastation than
man had ever experienced from a single weapon of mass
destruction, creating fear that would facilitate a desire to
surrender rather than die. What escapes people who give into
that fear is that a single bullet will kill them as surely as (and
probably more painfully than) any hydrogen bomb. But the
idea of dying or being maimed by such a destructive weapon
strikes fear in any unbelieving heart.

PLAYBOY
1953 marked the advent of pseudo-sophistication for

pornography with the publication of the first Playboy
magazine. Whereas prior to Playboy, men were somewhat
embarrassed to be seen picking up a “girlie magazine,” the
inclusion of the “Playboy philosophy” with articles addressing
subjects of interest to men gave men an excuse: “I just get it
for the articles.”

As time progressed, anti-Christ made “respectable” men’s
magazines more graphic in content. Generations of married
men would find their wives unable to compete with the
airbrushed perfection of the Playboy “models.” Pornography
would be one of anti-Christ’s best weapons to destroy families.

SPUTNIK
The Soviet Union gained an advantage over the United

States in the space race with the launching of the U.S.S.R.’s
first satellite. People were fascinated, and perhaps a bit
frightened, to learn that a totalitarian government had taken
the first steps to control the atmosphere over the entire globe.
Soon, science fiction accounts of warfare in space would
become a possibility, with the specter of destruction rained
upon innocent humans from space platforms. So far this has
not come to fruition, but we haven’t reached the end yet.

In addition to military applications, the most lucrative
use of satellites has been by the mass media and
entertainment industries, which have harnessed the
technology to bring instant access to world events and a
plethora of television channels through satellite and cable
television providers. Anti-Christ now has an even stronger
hold on people’s minds through these innovations. And the
cost to be brainwashed is staggering.

FIDEL CASTRO
In 1959, communist revolutionary Fidel Castro, portrayed

in the U.S. media as a harmless “agrarian reformer,”
overthrew the regime of General Fulgencio Batista. In spite
of numerous prior attempts to take over the Cuban
government with support from the Soviet Union, the leftist
media in America soothed the fears of people by assuring
them that he was not a communist, but was being maligned
by right-wing extremists. However, those in the know both
inside and outside the government and the media tried to
warn the nation that Castro would establish the first
communist government in the Western Hemisphere. Their
warnings proved accurate, and until the traitorous actions of
the Marxist Barack Obama in 2016, Cuba suffered censure
and boycott by the United States for no other reason than
there have always been a large number of people who would
oppose removing those sanctions. Acting unilaterally,
without the consent of Congress, Obama has dealt the Castro
regime under Fidel’s brother Raul, a tremendous economic
favor, in spite of Cuba’s known ties to terrorism. It remains
to be seen how anti-Christ will use this treason to his benefit,
and against the benefit of Americans.

THE CHARISMATIC RENEWAL
Through the influence of the so-called healing evangelists,

the acceptance of Pentecostal experiences outside the
Pentecostal denominational structures began in the 1930s
and ’40s. Eventually, this led to the first stirrings of
Pentecostal experience-oriented religion within mainstream
Protestant denominations, which came to be called the
Charismatic Renewal, in the 1950s. Prior to this, those
within mainstream Protestant churches who believed they
had received the baptism in the Holy Spirit (allegedly through
the evidence of speaking in “tongues”) left their churches to
join Pentecostal churches. The first significant case of an
American Protestant minister remaining in his denomination
after that experience was Harald Bredesen, a Lutheran, in
1946. Another was Tommy Tyson, a United Methodist
pastor in North Carolina, who was allegedly baptized in the
Holy Spirit in 1951, after a congregational study of Acts 2.1

A major influence in spreading the Pentecostal experience
to mainstream denominations was Agnes Sanford, who had
several years in a “healing ministry.”

1  The New International Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic
Movements, Revised and Expanded Edition, Stanley M. Burgess, Ed.
(Grand Rapids, MI: Zondervan, 2002, 2003), s.v., Charismatic Movement.
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Agnes Sanford

The late Agnes Sanford (1898? – 1982) is the fountainhead
of the inner healing movement which, prior to her influence,
was virtually unknown within Christian circles, being found
primarily in the fields of psychology, mind-science churches,
and the New Age Movement. The inner healing methodologies
Sanford introduced into the churches include visualization
and guided imagery. These techniques were learned by Sanford
through her study of Jungian psychology. Carl Gustav Jung,
in turn, learned his techniques from a spirit guide he called
Philemon—a demonic entity.

Sanford also drew on Sigmund Freud’s theory of dream
analysis, as well as the gestalt therapy of Frederick S. Perls,

Abraham Maslow, Carl
Rogers, Sidney Jourard,
and Eric Berne to effect
“spiritual healing.” Gestalt
therapy employs such
exercises as ventilation,
primal screaming, and role
playing.

In her books, still found
in Christian bookstores,
Sanford openly espouses a
pantheistic philosophy and
belief in Darwinian
evolution, as well as
confusion regarding the

possibility of reincarnation. (For a detailed treatise on Agnes
Sanford and inner healing, see our special report, Inner
Healing: A Biblical Analysis).

Sanford’s influence in the Charismatic Renewal set the
stage for inner healing to spread not only to mainline
denominations, but also to Pentecostal denominations and
even Roman Catholicism.

In 1955, Sanford and her husband, Edgar L. Sanford, an
Episcopal priest, founded the Schools of Pastoral Care—
weeklong conferences for those involved in healing, such as
ministers, doctors, and nurses. In these conferences the
Sanfords spoke of “the power of the Holy Spirit working in
men and women to the healing of their physical, mental and
social ills.”

If it seems incongruous that an openly New Age devotee
like Agnes Sanford would have such influence among
evangelicals and the Charismatic Renewal, one should know
that the New Age Movement has been making inroads into
Christianity through many avenues ever since the late 19th

century. Is it any wonder that the most popular and
widespread “Christian” books filling the shelves of Christian
bookstores are infected with New Age philosophy and
psychology? The New Age Movement long ago determined
to use Christian language and jargon to worm its way into
mainstream Christianity. Today, there are very few Christians

who are not infected by the New Age Movement. Most who
identify as Christians, particularly in the West, have
abandoned the core tenets of biblical faith for psychologized,
mystical religious experimentation. This was introduced
primarily through the Charismatic Renewal, infecting
movements like the Vineyard, Word-Faith, Pentecostalism,
healing “ministries,” etc. This has been done through teachings
focusing on the alleged work of the Holy Spirit, which
transcends the written Scriptures. Experience has largely
replaced reasoned understanding of the plain texts of the Bible.
How often we hear today, “I know the Bible says that, but we
must be led by the Holy Spirit; the letter of the Law kills.”

That may sound reasonable, but we cannot separate the
Holy Spirit from the Word of Yahweh. The Holy Spirit does
not give experiences contrary to God’s Word.

It is a true statement that “the Word without the Spirit
leads to legalism, and the Spirit without the Word leads to
craziness.” Just witness all the mayhem in the name of the
Holy Spirit within the Charismatic Movement today. That
mayhem has infected the Pentecostal denominations as well
as many mainline churches.

Full Gospel Business Men’s Fellowship International
The first organized expression spreading the alleged

baptism in the Holy Spirit beyond Pentecostal circles into
mainstream Christianity was the Full Gospel Business Men’s
Fellowship International (FGBMFI), founded by millionaire
dairy magnate, Demos Shakarian. From the start, FGBMFI
associated itself with the alleged “healing evangelists.” Oral
Roberts was the guest speaker at the first FGBMFI meeting
which convened in Los Angeles in October, 1951. FGBMFI’s
method was to hold prayer breakfasts, lunches, and dinners,
as well as larger regional and national conventions. Its
monthly magazine Voice, added to FGBMFI’s outreach
beyond Pentecostal circles.

FGBMFI did not set an agenda to bring mainline
denominational Christians into Pentecostal churches, but
rather sought to extend the Pentecostal experience into
mainstream Christianity.

Camps Farthest Out
Another organization through which mainstream

Christians learned of the alleged baptism in the Holy Spirit
was Camps Farthest Out (CFO), founded by Glenn Clark in
1930. Clark’s purpose was to help Christians become
“athletes of the Spirit.” CFO gatherings were usually week-
long meetings facilitated by camp leaders who, over the years,
included Agnes Sanford, Harald Bredesen, Derek Prince,
and other questionable characters.1

CFO’s founder, Glenn Clark, was infected with New Age
philosophy. One indication is his endorsement of A.K.
Mozumdar, an Indian mystic, as quoted by David H. Howard
in The Universal Message:

1  Ibid.
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“I do not know of any spiritual teacher that I

consider so close to the spirit of Christ as Mr. Mozum-
dar,” wrote the late Glenn Clark, famous author,
lecturer and college professor. “He has that perfect
transparency that is a combination of what they say
are the outstanding qualities of Gandhi, humility and
confidence — humility in the outer and perfect confi-
dence in the inner. I feel that anyone who perfectly
comprehends his teachings and puts them into expres-
sion in his life will possess the secret of the ages.”1

The website dedicated to
Mozumdar states: “Not only was
Mozumdar a dynamic teacher,
lecturer and writer, but in his
daily life he exhibited a true love
for and deep knowledge of
God—which he called the
‘Cosmic Creative Principle.’
His overriding desire was to
help lead spiritual searchers to
inner harmony and peace—the
natural outcome of the life in
communion with God, the Superconscious Power.”

In his book, Key to the New Messianic World Message,
Mozumdar states:

The Messianic Message is a message of human
freedom. It has given many a man and woman the
inspiration to think and write daringly and fearlessly.
It maintains that man is not apart from Providence
(The Creative Principle of the Universe), but that he
is together with It. It reasons that man must have come
from something that contained the possibility or
potentiality of man. That something could not have
been apart from man. In fact, it must have been the
potential man himself, not as a mere form but as a
thinking, reasoning, individual being. If we take it for
granted that there was a time when man was not in
existence, we are compelled to admit that there must
have been a final something which was the cause of
his manifestation.

Mozumdar believed that man, as the manifestation of
“God” will ultimately be united with his source of origin
(universal consciousness). His “messiah” is the New Age
“Jesus,” although He quotes the true Jesus from Scripture,
convoluting His words to fit the New Age paradigm.

Says Mozumdar:

Every state of human consciousness is personified.
We are all personifying our respective states of con-
sciousness. In this sense the Eternal Christ was
personified in Jesus. Christ is that state of knowing

which recognizes that God is the one and only Life.
Therefore Christ is the only way, life, and truth. We
are becoming Christed in the measure that we realize
the Truth of Christ.

To be “Christed” means to be anointed with the same
fullness of Messiahship that Jesus is. It’s a New Age buzzword.

Such is the person that Glenn Clark, founder of CFO,
presented as the closest to the spirit of Christ of any spiritual
teacher he knew.

CONCLUSION
The interconnectedness of false teachers, New Age

philosophers, and occult teachings forms the basis for the
Charismatic Renewal. Jesus said, “A good tree cannot bring
forth evil fruit; but a corrupt tree brings forth evil fruit”
(Matthew 7:17).

The apostle Paul said similarly, “If the first fruit is holy,
the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the
branches”(Romans 11:16).

Conversely, if the root (the origins; the beginnings) are evil,
the fruit will be evil. The beginnings of the Charismatic Renewal
were evil; it was, and is, a counterfeit of the work of the Holy
Spirit. Anti-Christ has used the Charismatic Renewal to deceive
millions of Christians of all persuasions to prepare them for the
false christ who will deceive the nations of the world. The
consequential evilness of the fruit will become more apparent
as we continue in our next installment.

This is not to indict all who are involved in the
Charismatic Renewal—not even all the leaders. Rather, it is
hoped that many who are involved will see it for what it is,
and will come out and be separate.

The New International Dictionary of Pentecostal and
Charismatic Movements sums up the Charismatic Movement
through the decade of the 1950s:

By the end of the 1950s there was a considerable
pentecostal stirring reaching beyond the pentecostal
churches. Much of it was not congregationally based
or congregationally organized, though there were the
beginnings of pentecostal groups in mainline church
traditions at Parkesburg, PA; Mount Vernon, NY; and
the Lutheran Bethany Fellowship in Minneapolis,
MN; as well as less openly at Wheaton, IL. As the only
organ for this expansion was Voice magazine, the
overall perspective was one of pentecostal expansion
beyond pentecostal boundaries, with little sense of
unity and cohesion among those in the historic
churches who had been baptized in the Holy Spirit.2

The Charismatic Renewal (which was really New Age
Renewal) actually emerged within mainstream denominations
in the early to mid-1960s, which is the decade for our next
installment.❖

1  A.K. Mozumdar: Yesterday’s Evangelist From India,
http://mozumdar.org/yesterdaysevangelist.html.

2  The New International Dictionary of Pentecostal and Charismatic
Movements, Op. Cit.

Glenn Clark
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Johns Hopkins
Study: LBGT Not Born

That Way

T HE NEW ATLANTIS: A Journal of Technology & Society,
has published a study by Johns Hopkins University
School of Public Health and School of Medicine, that

seriously challenges the myth perpetrated by the LGBT
community and its advocates that people with diverse sexual
orientation and transgendered confusion are born that way.
The study included research by Paul R. McHugh, M.D., the
former chief of psychiatry at Johns Hopkins Hospital, and
Lawrence Mayer, M.D., an  epidemiologist, also trained as a
psychiatrist. Dr. McHugh is considered within his field as
arguably the most important figure in American psychiatry
in the last 50 years. Mayer and McHugh, along with some
colleagues, had drafted a monograph on subjects related to
sexual orientation and identity. Some of those involved in
the study did not want their names mentioned for fear of
retaliation from the LGBT community. According to Dr.
Mayer, “some feared reprisals from their own universities for
engaging such controversial topics, regardless of the report’s
content — a sad statement about academic freedom.”

Says Dr. McHugh:

I think, in the transgender world, and the world
of both homosexual and heterosexual  life, the assump-
tion that science has given us full answers and it is
complete is closing off debate about what further
science is needed, about the nature of the contempo-
rary science really is.…The claim that it is settled now,
that the issue such as “born that way,” or “you’re
fixed,” or “it’s immutable,” there is no evidence from
the science that those things are correct.

In answer to the question, “What can science tell us about
the health and mental health outcomes for people who
identify as a gender other than their biological sex ?” Dr.
Mayer responded:

Well, although the data’s very limited, the data that
we have is quite alarming, that people who identify as
transgender have higher rates of mental health prob-
lems, and even higher rates of suicidal thoughts,
ideation, and attempts than the general population.

Both McHugh and Mayer suggest that more research is
needed, but so far science points away from the LGBT claims
of innate sexual orientation and identity.

In his Special Report for The New Atlantis, titled Sexuality
and Gender: Findings from the Biological, Psychological, and Social
Sciences, Dr. Mayer summarized the findings of the study:

Part One: Sexual Orientation
• The understanding of sexual orientation as an innate,

biologically fixed property of human beings — the idea
that people are “born that way” — is not supported by
scientific evidence.

• While there is evidence that biological factors such as
genes and hormones are associated with sexual behaviors
and attractions, there are no compelling causal biological
explanations for human sexual orientation. While minor
differences in the brain structures and brain activity
between homosexual and heterosexual individuals have
been identified by researchers, such neurobiological
findings do not demonstrate whether these differences
are innate or are the result of environmental and
psychological factors.

• Longitudinal studies of adolescents suggest that sexual
orientation may be quite fluid over the life course for
some people, with one study estimating that as many as
80% of male adolescents who report same-sex attractions
no longer do so as adults (although the extent to which
this figure reflects actual changes in same-sex attractions
and not just artifacts of the survey process has been
contested by some researchers).

• Compared to heterosexuals, non-heterosexuals are about
two to three times as likely to have experienced
childhood sexual abuse.

Part Two: Sexuality, Mental Health Outcomes, and
Social Stress
• Compared to the general population, non-heterosexual

subpopulations are at an elevated risk for a variety of
adverse health and mental health outcomes.

• Members of the non-heterosexual population are
estimated to have about 1.5 times higher risk of
experiencing anxiety disorders than members of the
heterosexual population, as well as roughly double the
risk of depression, 1.5 times the risk of substance abuse,
and nearly 2.5 times the risk of suicide.

• Members of the transgender population are also at higher
risk of a variety of mental health problems compared to
members of the non-transgender population. Especially
alarmingly, the rate of lifetime suicide attempts across
all ages of transgender individuals is estimated at 41%,
compared to under 5% in the overall U.S. population.

• There is evidence, albeit limited, that social stressors such
as discrimination and stigma contribute to the elevated
risk of poor mental health outcomes for non-hetero-
sexual and transgender populations. More high-quality
longitudinal studies are necessary for the “social stress
model” to be a useful tool for understanding public
health concerns.

Part Three: Gender Identity
• The hypothesis that gender identity is an innate, fixed

property of human beings that is independent of
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biological sex — that a person might be “a man trapped
in a woman’s body” or “a woman trapped in a man’s
body” — is not supported by scientific evidence.

• According to a recent estimate, about 0.6% of U.S. adults
identify as a gender that does not correspond to their
biological sex.

• Studies comparing the brain structures of transgender
and non-transgender individuals have demonstrated
weak correlations between brain structure and cross-
gender identification. These correlations do not provide
any evidence for a neurobiological basis for cross-gender
identification.

• Compared to the general population, adults who have
undergone sex-reassignment surgery continue to have a
higher risk of experiencing poor mental health outcomes.
One study found that, compared to controls, sex-reassigned
individuals were about 5 times more likely to attempt
suicide and about 19 times more likely to die by suicide.

• Children are a special case when addressing transgender
issues. Only a minority of children who experience
cross-gender identification will continue to do so into
adolescence or adulthood.

• There is little scientific evidence for the therapeutic value
of interventions that delay puberty or modify the
secondary sex characteristics of adolescents, although
some children may have improved psychological well-
being if they are encouraged and supported in their
cross-gender identification. There is no evidence that all
children who express gender-atypical thoughts or
behavior should be encouraged to become transgender.

COMMENTARY
It appears as if the field of psychiatry was correct up to

the middle of the 20th century, that homosexuality and
lesbianism are mental illnesses. Well, that’s not exactly true,
either. Sexual perversion is the result of not retaining the
true God in one’s knowledge (Romans 1:28-32). In short, it
is sin. And not merely sin; it is willful sin.

This study should lead to the nullification of all laws
imposing the LGBT agenda upon society, and especially
upon individuals who cannot in good conscience involve
themselves in LGBT activities. Yet we have heard nothing of
it from the mainstream media, nor have any government
agencies even begun to take steps towards correcting the
injustices done to Christians and other right-thinking
individuals who are suffering draconian consequences for
following their consciences.

In the final analysis, there is no psychiatric or
psychological cure for sexual perversion. The only “cure” is
repentance and surrender to the saving grace of Yahweh,
through faith in His only-begotten Son.

But don’t expect the world—even the world of psychiatry
and psychology—to accept that. Some in that world think that
we’re crazy for suggesting it.❖

That theological flaw is somewhat rectified later in the
1959 movie when Balthasar, at the crucifixion, says, “He is
the Son of God; I know that now,” as if he has had a
revelation of Jesus’ true nature. He also quotes scriptural
prophecies relating to the Lord bearing the sins of the world.
None of this is found in the Burnett/Downey version.

 The original title of Wallace’s book and the earlier movie
versions was Ben-Hur: A Tale of the Christ. The theme revolved
around Judah Ben-Hur finding redemption from his hatred
of Rome and his nemesis, a former childhood friend he calls
“brother,” the Roman Tribune Messala Severus. Christ was
the central figure in spite of the majority of the story centering
on Ben-Hur. In this new version, Christ is a marginal character.
Although given a speaking part, the role doesn’t carry nearly
the strength of that depicted in the 1959 version. Perhaps
that’s why the subtitle “A Tale of the Christ” is missing from
the title graphics. Rather, the film is promoted as “Brother
Against Brother, Slave Against Empire.”

Lacking are the scenes of Jesus teaching on the mount
where Esther, Judah’s love interest, finds solace and a new
meaning for her life, which she attempts to transmit to a still
hate-filled Judah. Missing, too, are the scenes where Judah,
as a galley slave, saves the commander of the Roman fleet,
and returns to Judea as his adopted son. He eventually
eschews that role rather than bring dishonor to his adoptive
father by his desire for revenge against Messala, and thus,
Rome, for imprisoning his mother and sister as additional
punishment for his being falsely accused of treason.

Everything in this new version seems so matter-of-fact
rather than carefully drawn out through detailed depictions
of each character’s life.

And was it necessary to have a scene in which Judah and
Esther are in bed, obviously having spent the night together?
The purity of the couple’s relationship is evident in the 1959
version. Why not here?

Burnett and Downey bridge the huge gap between
holiness and perverseness. Once again, this Hollywood power
couple demonstrate their penchant toward a worldly
“Christianity.”❖

(Continued from page 3)
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THE DEMOCRAT NATIONAL Convention in 2012 started
with the controversy over the removal of any mention
of “God” in the Democrat platform. After that

controversy went viral on the Internet and stirred many
protests, Barack Obama scrambled to persuade the convention
to amend the platform by restoring the former language using
the name of God. Consequently, an amendment was
introduced to the delegates that read, “We need a government
that stands up for the hopes, values, and interests of working
people, and gives everyone willing to work hard the chance to
make the most of their God-given potential.”

Chairman Anthony Villaraigosa, Mayor of Los Angeles,
announced that a motion had been made, and called for a
second. A weak smattering of seconds were heard.

Villaraigosa then asked if there were any further
discussion, to which a few voices could be heard. Without
delay, however, Villaraigosa stated, “Hearing none, the
matter requires a two-thirds vote in the affirmative.”

Calling for a voice vote, Villaraigosa was stumped when
the ayes and nays carried the same weight. A second vote
produced the same results. After a third vote in which the nays
clearly outweighed the ayes, Villaraigosa said, “In the opinion
of the chair, two-thirds have voted in the affirmative, the
motion is adopted, and the platform has been amended as
shown on the screen.”

There is no way two-thirds of the delegates voted in the
affirmative. The vast majority did not want God mentioned
in the platform.

This year, the DNC conspicuously omitted the placing of
the American flag on the platform for the first day. After that
omission was challenged by the Republicans, the rest of the
convention days a single flag was displayed hanging vertically.

These latest Democrat conventions convey the message
that God and America have no place in the party except as
reluctant symbols of appeasement to the nation, including
many rank-and-file Democrats. Thus, the people chosen to
offer “prayers” at the 2012 convention used the occasion to
promote the ungodly Democrat agenda, including support
for abortion and LGBTQ “rights.”

The opening prayer for the convention was offered by “Rev.”
Cynthia Hale, the founding and Senior Pastor of the Ray of
Hope Christian Church in Decatur, Georgia. Her “prayer”:

Awesome and wonderful God of the universe, You
are the one who created the world, and all who live in
it. You are the God of the nations. Each one owes its

existence to You. You made America the great nation
that it is, filled with the diverse, gifted, and enterprising
people. We are a people who have the ability to give
leadership to the world and all other nations, while at
the same time operating as one nation under Your
name, with liberty and justice for all. Through our own
human error we have fallen short of your expectations.
Instead of operating as a united states and a united
people, we have become divided. We have allowed our
diversity to cause us to devalue and distrust each other,
to malign and mistreat one another. We have permitted
our privilege to make us think that we are superior to
others—particularly the least of these among us.

There is tension and dissension in the land. This
is not Your will for us, and we know it.

As we gather in Philadelphia this week at the
Democratic National Convention, we understand all
that You have entrusted to us and expect of us.

We have a responsibility to You to be a party that
celebrates diversity, values all people, and treats
everyone with dignity and respect. [Applause]

We have a platform that seeks to address the ills
of our nation, right the wrong, and help us be a just
and equitable society.

We have an opportunity, O God, to give undeni-
able evidence of our commitment to justice and
equality by nominating Hillary Rodham Clinton as
our candidate [interrupted by cheers and jeers (the
latter by Bernie Sanders supporters)]—Hallelujah—as
our candidate for the highest office in the land. God,
You have given us wisdom; now give us courage for
the facing of this hour. [shouting segues into chants
of “Bernie! Bernie! Bernie!”] Unite us, O God, in one
party. It is in Your mighty name that we pray. Amen.

During the latter portion of the prayer where Hale
celebrates Hillary Clinton (offered while Hale looked steadily
into the camera), no one can be seen bowing respectfully in
prayer, but mulling around, looking around, chanting, raising
signs, and shouting. From the twelve-second mark until the
end of her one minute, twenty-second “prayer” the shouting
didn’t abate. There is evidence that Democrat leadership has
no respect for God. And it demonstrated that for all the
platitudes of unity, dignity, and respect, the Democrats are
anything but united within their own party, let alone across
partisan divides.

Cynthia L. Hale’s Ray of Hope Christian Church is a
congregation that has a vision to “impact and transform this
present world into the Kingdom of God” through Housing,
Healthcare and Education Initiatives. It is recognized in the
book, Excellent Protestant Congregations: Guide to Best Places
and Practices.

Dems
vs.
God &
America
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Another “Prayer” was offered by renowned, infamous

“Christian” author and speaker, Tony Campolo, whose
books are among Christian bestsellers:

Pray with me; pray with me.
[Reading] Dear God, we are a nation that needs

healing. Break down the barriers of race and ethnicity
that separate us. Cure the sexism and homophobia
that deny the dignity of so many of our fellow
Americans. Show us how to love the needy in the
midst, and also to love our enemies. Help us to
overcome evil with good. Imbue our religious leaders
with your love so that they will teach us how to
transcend the differences and become one people.
Teach us how to beat our swords into plowshares, and
learn war no more.

We pray that the next president of our country will
sense the obligation to reach out with our vast
resources to minister to those whom you called, “the
least of these.” Not only here in America, but to people
in need around the world.

May all our political leaders be committed to
making America into a people that strives to feed the
hungry, clothe the naked, provide care for all the sick,
speak justice on behalf of the oppressed, and make
room for refugees, remembering Your own Son was
once a refugee in the land of Egypt.

In this memorable night we pray for Hillary
Clinton. May her candidacy send a message to women
everywhere that the glass ceiling that has held so many
of them down is being broken, and that a new day is
dawning not only for women, but for all people
everywhere.

We ask all these things in your holy name, Amen.

Both carefully avoided saying, “In the name of Your Son,
Jesus Christ,” opting instead to say “in your name.” But to
whose name were they referring? Their prayers were to
“God.” Who is “God”? Such a generic term offends no one,
and may be applied to any god in the ears of the hearer. As
such, it is an offense to Yahweh whose Son Yeshua taught us
to pray, “Our Father who is in Heaven.”

The distinction between Yahweh and all other gods lies
in His relationship to His children as our Father. No other
god is presented as a father; only Yahweh makes that
distinction. As such, it isn’t even necessary to pray in Jesus’
name unless one is in the company of people of other
religions or no religions, as in the case of political
conventions and other worldly settings. In that case, it is
important to pray in the name of Jesus or Yeshua in order
that all understand which “God” is being prayed to.

In our prayers among the brethren, it is a given in the
eyes of our Father that we are praying in the name of His Son
by the mere fact that we call upon Him as our Father. It is

only through faith in His Son for our redemption that we
can legitimately call Him Father in the first place.

Muslims don’t call their god “father”; Hindus have no
father among their pantheon of gods; Buddhists have no gods
at all; no religion claims a god as their father.

If we pray as Yeshua taught us to pray through His Word,
we will pray to the Father, and the Father will hear us because
He knows that we love His Son who has revealed Him to us
as our Father. John 16:23:28 gives an account of Yeshua
saying:

“In that day you will ask nothing of Me. Truly,
truly, I say to you, whatever you ask the Father in My
name, He will give it to you. Until now you have asked
nothing in My name; ask, and you shall receive, so
that your joy may be full.

“I have said these things to you in allegories, but
the time comes when I will no longer speak to you in
allegories, but I will speak to you plainly concerning
the Father. In that day you shall ask in My name, and
I do not say to you that I will ask the Father for you,
because the Father Himself loves you because you have
loved Me, and have believed that I came out from
God. I came out from the Father and have come into
the world; again, I leave the world, and go to the
Father.”

This is why He instructed us to pray “Our Father who is
in Heaven.” He came to open the way to His Father as our
Father—an intimate relationship that transcends all concepts
of “god” so erroneously held by men.

Granted, many nominal Christians recite the “Lord’s
Prayer” beginning with “Our Father,” but even there our
Father knows where one’s heart is. He will distinguish
between those who say “Our Father” out of religious duty,
and those who call upon Him in faith.

As for the prayers recited at this year’s party conventions,
there was a distinct difference. Those who gave invocations
at the Republican National Convention did call upon “Our
Father,” and their prayers were for His blessings upon the
proceedings, and upon the candidates. Those who gave
invocations at the Democratic National Convention prayed
to a generic “god,” and launched into campaign rhetoric for
their chosen candidate and the party platform.

Does this mean that the Republican Party is “God’s
Party”? Of course not. Nor is any part of this world system
truly in our Father’s corner. And although the Republican
Party is still largely against abortion, its stance on LGBTQ
issues is swiftly shifting to favoring sexual perversion.

The other, mundane matters don’t really matter in our
Father’s eyes. We may cherish the policies that offer us greater
freedom and prosperity, but He has seen the freedom He has
granted us these past 240 years turned to license to sin. Our
lead article in this issue is a testimony to that truth.❖
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We aren’t crucified on our own cross; we are crucified on
the Cross of Christ. We now identify with His suffering,
self-sacrifice, and death, being tested in every way as we are,
yet without sin (Hebrews 4:15).

This new life that we have in Christ is often turned to
license by Christians who think that the imputed
righteousness that comes with our identity in Christ means
we cannot fall under condemnation even if we continue in
unrepentant sin.

During the 1970s when I was still a young man, I attended
a singles group at a church in Southern California. The
elderly man who was the facilitator for that singles group
asked me to bring a teaching for a day when he would be out
of town. After praying about what to share, I felt the Lord
impress upon me the need to stress holiness; how He wants
us to be holy in our lives.

I began the session with the question, “What do you think
the Lord wants of us?”

Answers reflected a broad spectrum of thought: “love,”
“caring,” and other ideas. Not receiving the answer I was
looking for, I suggested that He wants us to be holy.

The response was immediate and vitriolic. “We’re already
righteous in Christ!” “We don’t need to do anything!” One
brother (I assumed) turned red-faced and veins stood out on
his forehead as he castigated me.

I was dumbstruck at first, but continued with my teaching,
trying to explain that righteousness in Christ doesn’t mean
we can live anyway we desire. Although a few received what
I had to say, the majority were clearly offended.

Word got back to the facilitator (I don’t know what he
was told), and from that day forward I was persona non grata.
His once kind demeanor toward me had changed. No longer
feeling welcome, I left that fellowship.

The Cross of Christ is not a happy place. It is a place of
sorrow; a place of suffering; a place of rejection. Sadly, the
rejection often comes from those closest to us. Jesus said, “A
prophet is not without honor except in his own country, and
among his own kin, and in his own house” (Mark 6:4).

He also said, “Woe to you if everyone speaks well of you,
for so did their fathers of the false prophets” (Luke 6:26).

One need not be a prophet in the category of Elijah,
Jeremiah, or any others found in Scripture to be rejected by
one’s own family and friends. All true believers are prophets
to some degree as they speak the Word of God into a situation.
As we bring words of conviction or words of comfort, if they
are of the Lord, they are prophetic. It is the false prophet who
makes something of himself, boasting of his alleged gift to
garner followers to himself. The true prophet or true believer
in Christ is more often rejected than accepted.

That is the price of being crucified with Christ.
The thing about the Cross is that we must choose to be on

it. And once we are on the Cross, we don’t have permission
to get down from it. If we do get down from it, it will be by
our own volition as well as it was to get on it in the first place.
Whether we stay on the Cross or remove ourselves from it, we
will bear the consequences, good or bad.

Jesus tells us that we must count the cost of following
Him. If we don’t count the cost—death on His Cross—then
we will be offended when the time to pay the cost arrives.
We don’t want to be found saying, “Wait a minute! I didn’t
bargain for this when I accepted Jesus!”

Jesus chose to get on the Cross:

“Therefore My Father loves Me, because I lay down
My life so that I may take it again. No one takes it from
Me, but I lay it down of Myself. I have power to lay it
down, and I have power to take it again.” (John
10:17-18a)

So, too, we choose whether or not to lay down our lives
as we seek to be like Him.

A good brother has made this statement in fellowship (I
paraphrase): “The Cross is not something that is beyond our ability
to receive or reject. You can’t say, ‘Oh, the cross I bear!’ when things
are tough. The Cross is something you pick up willingly.”

So true, and the Cross is not merely suffering; the Cross is
death to self. It’s not just putting up with problems or
problematic people; it’s not putting up with anything, really. It’s
willingly accepting the sufferings of Christ for ourselves. This is
why Jesus tells us, “If anyone will follow Me, let him deny himself
and take up his cross, and follow Me” (Matthew 16:24).

Our cross is His Cross. It is not another cross all our own.
Perilous times lie ahead for us. We believers in the West

are soon to face the testing that is upon many of our brethren
in anti-Christ nations. If we cannot bear the little things the
Lord requires of us now; if we cannot choose righteousness
over sin; if we cannot separate ourselves from the sinful
things of this world, how will we stand in the day of trial?
How will we face the sword, or the noose, or the gun?

How will we even stand giving up the comforts that this
life of ease in the West has provided for us?

The only way is to now, while we have the time, begin to
exercise our faith to place ourselves on the Cross of Christ
and die to everything and everyone but Him.❖

What Does the Cross
Mean to You?

(Continued from page 7)
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RETHINK SOME DEARLY-HELD TRADITIONS CONCERNING
THE LAST DAYS AND ETERNITY.

THE DAY OF YAHWEH IS AVAILABLE FROM SWORD PUBLISHERS
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P.O. Box 640

Sequim, WA 98382

Item #B-1109 Paperback - $18 (Free U.S. Postage)

…And, lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.

UPBEAT AND FRIENDLY Nancy and I are walking
buddies.  Our neighbor Nancy’s outgoing nature
resulted in her becoming acquainted with nearly

all the other neighbors in our tract. She even knows the
names of their pets, including two dogs named “Lola” by
two different owners.

It has been two years since Al and I moved here, and
I’m happy to meet and chat with neighbors. For me, it’s a
bonus to receive a friendly greeting from the many dogs
we encounter on our walks.  Animals have always occupied
a special place in my heart, as Al well knows.

Part of the area surrounding us is rural. There’s one
property across from our tract with several apple trees and
a mobile home on it. It’s been there since long before our
neighborhood homes were built. Maxine and her border
collie, Angel, live there. Of course, Nancy introduced me
to them.

Maxine’s a very tall, tanned and strong looking woman
who’s always been happiest when working outdoors.
Once, without any help, she managed to dig out dirt, move
plenty of big rocks, and build a high berm on her property
to correct a drainage problem. Now that she’s well into her
80s and almost deaf, she’s unable to do all the planting,
gardening and clearing of her property that she did in the
past. Now her main exercise is taking her beloved Angel
for slow walks through the neighborhood. She drives her
red pickup truck around town to do errands.

Maxine has been a widow since the 1970’s when her
husband, a logger, passed away. Since then, she’s lived
alone with the company of her various border collies. She’s

extremely independent, respected and well-liked by all the
neighbors.

Recently, during an unusually hot spell in the weather,
the temperature reached the 90 degree range for a few days.
You can imagine how hot it became in Maxine’s mobile
home with only a few fans working in an attempt to cool
the place. A neighbor discovered how stifling it was in her
home and was alarmed. He took immediate action and
installed a window air conditioner in the mobile home.
Maxine was so pleased, and happily let us know that it was
a great improvement. Finally she could get some much
needed sleep at night.

Nancy was busy with grandchildren last week so I
walked alone. I happened to see Maxine and Angel out on
their stroll, so I stopped to chat (loudly so she could hear
me).  In the course of our visit, she told me she read her
Bible every day and presently was in the book of Isaiah.
She said “I don’t always understand it but the Lord knows.
I guess He will help me understand all I need to know.”

I offered to give her a short devotion but she wasn’t
interested.  She said “No, I can’t read anything else. If I do,
I won’t read my Bible, and I need to read that every day.”
Smiling, she let me know that even though she lives by
herself, she is never really alone because the Lord is always
right there with her. What a blessing it was for me to hear
this simple testimony of true faith and trust in our Lord!

An old hymn titled Never Alone, published in 1892,
anonymous author, is a reminder of our Savior’s presence
in our lives. The second stanza reads as follows:

The world’s fierce winds are blowing, Temptations’s
sharp and keen,

 I have a peace in knowing My Savior stands between,
 He stands to shield me from danger, when earthly

friends are gone,
 He promised never to leave me, never to leave me

alone.

I hope this account of Maxine’s faith will be an
encouragement to you, dear reader, during those times
when troubles are upon you and our Lord seems far away.
Do not forget His past blessings.❖

Jean’s Turn
By Jean Dager
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