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whenever the earth is struck with a major calamity in
the form of a natural disaster there is immediate
appeal to the Lord’s prophecy that at the end of this

age there will be “wars and rumors of wars,” “famines, and
pestilences, and earthquakes in diverse places.” All these, He said,
are the beginning of sorrows to be followed by great persecution
of those who believe in Him, betrayal at the hands of those close
to us, the rise of many false prophets, and an abundance of
wickedness (Matthew 24:6-12). The primary natural disaster
mentioned by the Lord is
earthquake, something that
has been around at least
from the time of Adam.

The recording of earth-
quakes goes back only as far
as the second century when
Chinese scientist Chang
Heng invented the first
known seismograph. Scrip-
ture records only a few
earthquakes that took place
in ancient times and during
the time of Jesus. The first
mentioned is that in 1
Kings 19:11-12 in which we
we are told YHWH was not
in the earthquake, but in the still, small voice. Amos 1:1
mentions “the earthquake,” the details of which are unknown;
it occurred two years after Amos received a prophecy regarding
Israel and concerning Uzziah, king of Judah, and Jeroboam, king
of Israel. Zechariah referred back to that same earthquake in
Zechariah 14:5. The fact that it is called merely “the earthquake”
lends the idea that it must have been one of considerable note,
very strong and/or resulting in much death and destruction.

Only three other earthquakes are recorded in Scripture: 1)
that which took place upon the death of Jesus, whereby the graves
of the saints were opened allowing for those saints to be
resurrected after He was (Matt. 27:54); 2) that which took place
when the angel of the Lord descended from Heaven to roll back
the stone from the Lord’s tomb (Matt. 28:2); 3) that in Philippi
which caused to be shaken the foundations of the prison in

which Paul and Silas were being held (Acts 16:26). The only
other mentions of earthquakes are to be found in the Book of
Revelation’s prophecies of the days just prior to the Lord’s return
(Rev. 6:12; 8:5; 11:13-19; 16:18), and, of course, the Lord’s
prophecy as stated previously.

Arguably, the most notable earthquakes in recorded history
are those that struck Sumatra, Indonesia, on December 20, 2004,
and that which took place off the coast of Japan on March 10,
2011. The Sumatra earthquake, with a magnitude of 9.1, is the

third largest earthquake
ever recorded on a seismo-
graph, and lasted some 8 to
10 minutes. Neither this,
nor the magnitude 9.0
Japan quake were the
largest ever recorded; that
distinction goes to the 9.5
Chilean earthquake of May
22, 1960. Nor did either
result in the greatest loss of
lives; the Sumatra earth-
quake killed over 230,000
people in fourteen coun-
tries; the approximately
28,000 killed in Japan pales
in comparison to the

Sumatra quake, and even more so to the Tangshan, China, 7.8
magnitude earthquake of July 28, 1976. The official death toll
of 255,000 is believed to be far short of the estimated 830,000
dead. The disparity in count is due to China’s secretive approach
at news control. Yet even the most conservative “official” count
far outstrips those of most recorded earthquakes.

The vast majority of deaths attributed to the Japan earth-
quake were not caused by the quake itself, but by the ensuing
tsunami that resulted from the offshore epicenter some 100 miles
east of northern Japan at a depth of 32 kilometers (19 miles).
Adding to the tragedy, of course, was the tsunami’s destruction
of the three Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plants on a scale
equal to that of Chernobyl that melted down in 1986. The area
of the meltdown may be uninhabitable for hundreds of years.

(Continued on page 3)
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Media Spotlight is a ministry to the Body
of Christ, bringing understanding of the ways
in which the world shapes our thinking and
lifestyles through the influence of the mass
communications media.

God’s Word exhorts, “buy the truth and
do not sell it” (Prov. 23:23). Therefore we do
not sell Media Spotlight. Begun in 1977,
Media Spotlight was the first ministry on a
national scale to address the ungodly nature
of the secular media—motion pictures, tele-
vision, toys, games and myriad other things
that contribute to Christians living no differ-
ently than the rest of the world.

The mass media have impacted the Body
of Christ as much as they have society. Many
Christians are so dependent upon the media
that they aren’t aware of how lukewarm they
have become. We have many testimonials
from readers who tell us that, because of
Media Spotlight, they have become aware of
the effect the media have on their thinking,
and are now more selective in their choices.

But the problem of ungodliness is not
exclusive to the secular media. Of major
concern are the religious media that present
messages contrary to God’s Word. Media
Spotlight addresses the impact that religious
teachers have upon believers in Christ,
whether for good or for evil.

It has escaped the understanding of many
Christians that what they believe is more
often shaped by the teachings and traditions
of religious men and institutions than by
Scripture. Most teachers in the institutional
churches rely more upon their theological
disciplines than on the pure Word of God.
Yet the wisdom of the world is no substitute
for God’s Word, even if offered from the
pulpit or in the Christian media.

Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:24 that in the
last days false Christs and false prophets
would arise and would show great signs and
wonders, “so that, if possible, they will
deceive the very elect.” He also states in
Matthew 24:12 that in the last days the love
of many toward Him would grow cold
because evil would increase in the world. If
we believe Him, then we would be foolish
not to guard ourselves against deception.
There is little time to waste in the short span
of life granted us by God. We must choose
today whom we will serve.

Scripture quotations by Media Spotlight writers are
from the King James Version of the Bible, rephrased in
modern U.S. English unless otherwise stated.

A Personal NoteCOPYRIGHT ©2011, MEDIA SPOTLIGHT

WHY MEDIA SPOTLIGHT? Dear Friends,
There is a lot of fear in the world today. In many

cases there are good reasons to fear for those who will
not, or cannot seem to be able to, trust that the Lord
is in control. However, the government and the mass
communications media can be trusted to do their part
in promoting fear. It’s as if there were a hidden force
at work to keep mankind in a perpetual state of fear.

Well, there is. It’s the kingdom of anti-Christ working in the world to destroy
faith in the One to whom we owe all trust.

Some might argue that Media Spotlight engenders fear also; we are no less culpable
than the mass media and other fear mongers. Here we are reporting on natural
disasters. Add to this our articles that focus on spiritual deceptions in the world
and within the Body of Christ. Don’t these things contribute to a climate of fear?

It depends on the mind-set of the person reading, whether it’s the local
newspaper or Media Spotlight. The bad news found in the secular media offers no
hope. Nor is there anything any of us can do about the vast majority of the news
that is fed to us. So it will always create fear in the majority of people.

Jesus told the Jewish multitudes that they should not fear those who can kill
their bodies but would have no power over them afterward. Instead, they should
fear God who, after killing the body, has the power to cast the soul into Gehenna.
Luke 1:50 relates that God’s mercy is bestowed upon those who fear Him.

What was Jesus’ message to His disciples whenever they encountered fearful
situations? It was “Fear not.” Because He was in their midst.

And He is in our midst today.
It is hoped that articles such as our present one on natural disasters will not

cause readers to focus on the dangers of such things, but on the hope that they
point to the return of our Lord.

In the same way, our other articles address what Scripture tells us will increasingly
occur as the end of this age draws near; they herald the coming of the Lord.

We’d be the first to admit that Media Spotlight has what can easily be perceived
as a “negative” bent. Most of what we address is negative in nature. But we also
remind that no evil can touch a person who has given his life into the hands of the
one true God through faith in His only-begotten Son.

The world is kept in fear by Satan and by unregenerate humanity. But the Lord
has not given us a spirit of fear, but of love, of power, and of self-control (the KJV
translates it, “a sound mind”).

Whether one chooses to call it “self-control” or “a sound mind,” the truth is
that we are not to live in fear; we are to trust Him who says, “all things work together
for good for those who are called according to God’s purposes.”

He also says, “The steps of a righteous man are directed by God.”
So please do not read Media Spotlight with the same frame of mind you might

read your daily newspaper. Or perhaps we should say, do read your daily newspaper
with the same frame of mind we hope you read Media Spotlight. In either case, do
not read with fear, but trust all things to our heavenly Father.

We trust Him for all things. And we thank Him for those of you who have
sustained us for 34 years.

And we thank you for your love and support.
In Jesus’ love,

Al and Jean
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People around the world sat transfixed before their television
sets and computers, awed at the spectacle of nature’s power,
watching a thirty-foot-high wall of water carrying debris far inland.

Some call it “nature’s fury,” but nature knows no fury. It
merely functions on the basis of natural order according to many
factors that operate in the physical realm. That’s not to say that
there is no spiritual factor involved. Certainly God can and does
cause the earth—the entire universe—to function according to
His will, and Scripture records how He has intervened in specific
cases to accomplish His purposes. He also many times brings to
pass specific weather changes in certain locales in response to
the prayers of His saints. But by-and-large, nature operates under
the laws God has prescribed for it.

Some blame Satan for causing natural disasters. But there is
nothing in Scripture to even suggest that Satan can affect the
weather—certainly nothing of such cataclysmic magnitude that
would cause the earth to shift on its axis, such as occurred with
the recent Japan earthquake. The only possible exception is if
God allowed him to be able to affect the weather.

It is commonly known that earthquakes are caused by a
sudden lateral or vertical movement of rock along a rupture
surface. Dr. Gerard Fryer at the Hawaii Institute of Geophysics
and Planetology at University of Hawaii, Honolulu, gives a
succinct explanation:

The surface of the Earth is in continuous slow motion.
This is plate tectonics—the motion of immense rigid plates
at the surface of the Earth in response to flow of rock
within the Earth. The plates cover the entire surface of the
globe. Since they are all moving they rub against each other
in some places (like the San Andreas Fault in California),
sink beneath each other in others (like the Peru-Chile
Trench along the western border of South America), or
spread apart from each other (like the Mid-Atlantic Ridge).
At such places the motion isn't smooth—the plates are
stuck together at the edges but the rest of each plate is
continuing to move, so the rocks along the edges are
distorted (what we call “strain”). As the motion continues,
the strain builds up to the point where the rock cannot
withstand any more bending. With a lurch, the rock
breaks and the two sides move. An earthquake is the
shaking that radiates out from the breaking rock.1

The fact that the earth is literally a fractured planet, its plates
floating on a subterranean sea of magma, is bound to result in
such disaster. That isn’t the scary part for most of mankind; the

scary part is that the energy released by nature, either in the earth
in the form of earthquakes or in the sky in the form of tornadoes,
is unpredictable. Man’s science has given him an edge in
predicting weather patterns. He can forecast rain, snow, sun-
shine, etc. He can even forecast hurricanes and cyclones because
those destructive weather events are relatively slow moving; they
develop gradually and their presence can be discerned through
weather satellites that circle the earth. To date there is no way
to predict earthquakes, and tornadoes offer warnings of only a
few minutes. The unprecedented number and strengths of the
tornadoes that struck the southeast United States recently came
as a surprise. And they astounded scientists as well as us laymen
with their size and frequency.

Experts have said that the outbreak of tornadoes that ravaged
the U.S. south in April, 2011, was the largest in recorded history.
The National Ocean and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
estimates that 362 twisters touched down with a record 312
within the 24-hour period, April 27-28. This was more than twice
the previous 24-hour record of 148. It was also the single
deadliest day for tornadoes since 1925 with more than 300 dead
from Alabama to Kentucky. Residents were given a scant 24
minutes warning, but the twisters were too wide and too
powerful to allow for escape. Tornadoes touched down in several
states across the southeast in a frequency ten times what is
normal for the Tornado season in that area. Add to this the
record rainfalls worldwide of late causing highly destructive
flooding and deaths.

Skeptics dismiss Scripture’s prophecies as nothing new, and
say the reason students of the Bible think modern disasters are
fulfillment of prophecy is merely the result of modern technology
providing for better reporting around the world. After all, they
reason, in Jesus’ day the known world was the Roman Empire,
and even then news traveled slowly; besides, the population of
the earth was a small fraction of the near 7 billion people living
today. They point out that there were no mass communications
to report what happened where, back then, and that the earth’s
geologic evidence suggests greater cataclysms dating back millions
of years—great enough to raise the Himalayan Mountains and
carve great fissures into the earth’s surface. So  they ask why all
of a sudden think that because man can better record and report
on worldwide events it means the end of this age?

This is a plausible argument. We certainly don’t have any
scientifically recorded evidence of natural disasters that have
occurred throughout history earlier than the second century.
And even that would be spotty up until the twentieth century
which saw the great advances of scientific technology, radio,
television, satellites and international travel.

But if we look carefully at the Lord’s prophecy we realize that
His even speaking of “earthquakes in diverse places” suggests
that we would be able to hear about those earthquakes from
diverse places—places beyond the known world of His time. And
that was not possible before advances in printing and radio
shrank the world to fit into our living rooms.

(Continued on page 20)1 http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/GG/ASK/earthquakes.html
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(Continued from page 1)
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12 Die as Muslims attack
Coptic Christian church

A mob of Muslims attacked a Coptic Christian church in
the district of Imbaba, Egypt, on the evening of May 7,
leaving 12 people dead, dozens wounded, and the Virgin

Mary church charred. The attack was allegedly in response to
rumors that Copts have held women against their will from
converting to Islam. Youssef Sidhom al-Watan, the editor of a
Coptic newspaper, said that Copts feel security forces stood by
and took no action to interfere in the attack.

Although there have been many attacks against Christians
by Muslims in Egypt’s past, religious tension between Muslims
and Christians has been on the rise since the ouster of former
president Hosni Mubarak whose government was largely secular.
On February 22, a Coptic priest was murdered by several masked
Muslims who were seen leaving his apartment and shouting,
“Allahu akbar!”

COMMENTARY
The headline in the May 9 Seattle Times read, “12 die in Egypt

in post-Mubarak religious clashes.” The opening line read,
“Clashes between Muslims and Coptic Christians in a Cairo
suburb left 12 people dead, dozens wounded and a church
charred in one of the most serious outbreaks of violence since
the country’s interim rulers took power in February.”

The impression one might receive without reading further
would be a West Side Story-type “rumble” with antagonists on
both sides squaring off. Additionally, the attack was attributed
to “hard-line Muslims,” as if to dismiss the idea that Christians
of any persuasion are hated by most Muslims, at least within
Muslim countries. The same type of violence against Christians
has been reported in Iraq since the ouster of secular strongman
Saddam Hussein. Recently another church was bombed in
Baghdad on Easter Sunday, just one more attack against Iraq’s
besieged Christians.

It remains to be seen how much more violence will occur
against Christians in other Muslim countries currently struggling
for “democracy.”

The world’s governments consistently decry injustice and
bigotry, particularly the violent kind. But where has there been

any such denouncing of Muslim violence against Christians and
Jews that characterizes Muslim societies? The media and govern-
ments, including that of the United States, have been conspicu-
ously silent outside of news reports buried on the inside pages
of some newspapers.

Perhaps it’s time to cut back on all the Muslims emigrating
to the U.S. and begin opening the doors for Christians fleeing
persecution in Muslim countries.

Do you think that could ever happen?v

China arrests underground
Christians on Easter

Chinese authorities in Beijing detained hundreds of
congregants in their homes and took at least 36 into
custody when they attempted to hold Easter services in

a public square. The arrests were the latest in a three-week
campaign by the government against an underground Christian
church. The attempt to hold a public meeting was in part a
protest against the Chinese government’s persecution of unap-
proved churches.

COMMENTARY
Chinese government persecution against “illegal” churches

is not news. It’s been going on ever since the Maoist revolution.
Only churches sanctioned by the Communist/atheist govern-
ment are allowed to hold public services (or private services, for
that matter), and leaders must be vetted by the government in
order to be allowed to speak. This latest crackdown came just
days before the start of high-level talks between the U.S. and
China. Among the broad range of topics discussed at the
meetings was the issue of human rights. Vice president Joe Biden
boldly proclaimed that, while U.S. statements about human
rights may “rankle” some in China, it still needs to be discussed.

“We've noted our concerns about the recent crackdown in
China, including attacks, arrests and the disappearance of
journalists, lawyers, bloggers and artists,” Biden said. “And again,
no relationship that is real can be based on a false foundation.
Where we disagree, it’s important to state it.”

Thank you, Mr. Biden. How is it that you missed including
non-government sanctioned Christians as one of those suffering
under government crackdowns? Perhaps you believe what Billy
Graham said when he returned from China a few years ago, that
he saw no evidence of persecution against Christians there?

Funny how so many turn a blind eye to the suffering of this
one segment of humanity.

But we take heart in the Lord’s words that in this world we
would suffer tribulation for His name’s sake. If the world hates
us, it is because it hated Him first. Let us pray for our brethren
suffering around the world, cognizant of the great possibility
that it could happen here one day as well. Will we be able, like
the Lord’s apostles, to rejoice at being counted worthy to suffer
for Him?v



  MEDIA SPOTLIGHT • VOL.  34  -  NO.  2          SUMMER 2011              PAGE 5

Obama drops ‘bomb’ on Israel
On May 19, Barack Obama endorsed the demands of

Palestinians to have a future state based on the borders that
existed prior to the 1967 Six-Day War. His position siding with
the Palestinians was announced the day before his scheduled
meeting with Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.
Expressing anger, Netanyahu warned that Israel’s withdrawal
from the West Bank would leave his nation vulnerable to attacks.
He also rejected any Israeli pullout from east Jerusalem.

Palestinian negotiator Saeb Erekat said that Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas is determined “to give President
Obama’s effort and that of the international community the
chance they deserve.”

Obama also stated that any peace talks must include recogni-
tion by the Palestinians of Israel’s right to exist.

COMMENTARY
Is it naïveté or ignorance that drives this administration to

think that the Palestinians would permanently recognize Israel’s
right to exist? Or could it be that Barack Hussein Obama’s
sympathies truly do lie with Islam, and that he is taking a
calculated step toward leaving Israel defenseless? With the
melding of Fatah and Hamas as joint administrators of the
Palestinian government, any promises to recognize Israel as a
legitimate state on their part would be mere lip service designed
to get a foot in the door toward Israel’s ultimate destruction.

Hamas has repeatedly stated that it will never recognize
Israel’s right to exist, and that its perpetual goal is to drive the
Jews into the sea. Any agreements to the contrary wouldn’t be
worth the paper they would be written on. The Palestinians have
the same mind-set that characterized Soviet communism: two
steps forward, one step back; repeat the process. They may well
agree to stop attacking Israel if Israel gives up its borders, thus
leaving itself vulnerable to increased attacks from what it has
experienced since its inception in 1948. But how long would it
be before the Palestinians break that agreement?

The current climate in Europe would preclude any U.N.
intervention against those attacks, just as the U.N. has always
refused to intervene against such attacks. The only true ally Israel
has had for the past several decades has been the United States.
Every president since 1967 has supported Israel’s right to security
by keeping the territories it captured while defending itself in
the Six-Day War. Obama’s breach of that policy is a major shift
toward eventually leaving Israel standing against the entire world.

But is this not the scenario the Bible presents for the
circumstances that will prevail just prior to the Lord’s return?

Until that time no force on earth will be able to unseat the
Jews from Jerusalem—at least not permanently. They must be
there to face the wrath of the anti-Christ who will bring the
armies of all nations against that tiny but hugely significant piece
of real estate.

Jerusalem belongs to the Lord, just as does the entire earth.
But that city’s significance in biblical prophecy is paramount to
the Father’s plan of redemption.

No policy of Barack Obama can stand against that plan.v

PETA wants new Bible version
When People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA)

heard that the Committee on Bible Translation had revised the
New International Version (NIV) of the Bible to use gender-
inclusive language, such as replacing “men” with “people,” they
thought, “wouldn’t it be great if the new NIV showed consider-
ation for female (and male) animals too?”

So they wrote to the committee asking them to use “he” or
“she” rather than “it” for animals in the next edition of the NIV.

COMMENTARY
I guess now we have to worry about animals’ self-esteem. After

all, the poor things must feel slighted by God for not inspiring
His prophets to be more gender-inclusive for animals. He was
certainly wrong in being gender-exclusive when it came to
headship among His congregations and marriages in His name.
And, horrors! God actually provided animals as food for
mankind (oops, “peoplekind”). Some animal-rights activists
suggest that the government impose a “sin tax” on meat and dairy
products, much like those levied on “products that harm our
health and the environment, like cigarettes, alcohol, and gaso-
line.” (I didn’t know that gas tax was considered a “sin tax”).

I’m not against everything PETA stands for. Cruelty to animals
is ungodly, and PETA may be credited with many acts of kindness
toward animals in combating such cruelty. Unfortunately the
organization has fallen prey to the New Age paganism that regards
everything animate as equally sacred. Human life is not really any
more important to PETA’s concept of God than the life of
animals. Now they want to intrude into an area where they have
no qualification to interfere. God’s Word is God’s Word; it’s not
man’s word to be manipulated to suit the current climate of
political correctness. Only the faithless would think otherwise.v

U.S. government burns
Bibles, honors Quran

When Terry Jones, pastor of Dove Outreach Center in
Gainesville, Florida, burned a copy of the Quran as a statement
against radical Islam’s terrorist policies, high-ranking members
of the Obama administration expressed outrage and condemned
the act. Referring to Jones’ burning of the Quran, Secretary of
State Hillary Clinton at an Iftar dinner celebrating the Muslim
fasting period of Ramadan said, “I am heartened by the clear,
unequivocal condemnation of this disrespectful, disgraceful act.”

Barack Obama has condemned Jones’ actions, and General
David Petraeus, commander of the U.S. forces in Afghanistan,
stated, “We condemn the actions of an individual in the United
States who burned a holy Quran. That action was hateful, it was
intolerant, and it was extremely disrespectful.”

The Obama administration’s condemnation of burning the
Quran, which it considers a “holy” book, stands in stark contrast
to its order in May, 2009, to burn Bibles written in Pashto and
Dari, the two most common languages used in Afghanistan. They
were sent to a U.S. soldier there as a tool for evangelism.

(Continued on page 10)
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THE CROSS OF CHRIST
A STUDY IN DANIEL

In Daniel, Chapter 2, we read that Nebuchadnezzar receives a
dream from God. This has happened throughout Scripture; God
has spoken to heathen kings on a number of occasions, particu-

larly through dreams and other signs (Gen. 41:1-7; Dan. 5). He spoke
to Jacob’s son Joseph twice in dreams, and to Abimalech in a dream,
and to Jacob in a dream. He uses dreams to impart His mind, or
His will, or His intentions into the mind of another individual.

Nebuchadnezzar didn’t understand the dream, although
God, in His sovereignty, provided for him an interpreter, who
was Daniel. And He put the two men in the same place at the
same time and worked out the circumstances so that Daniel
could become a parent to Nebuchadnezzar. And Daniel gave
him a very erudite and clear explanation of the dream. It is that
God had chosen Nebuchadnezzar for a specific period of time
to be the ruler over his world.

Notice what Nebuchadnezzar does with it—how he takes what
he legitimately received from God, with an interpretation from
a messenger of God, and creates a monstrosity. This is a pattern
that we see in the Bible; it isn’t the first time this has happened.

In Exodus, chapter 32, when Moses went up to the mountain
and was gone for a while, the children of Israel began to grumble.
They repudiated Moses; they rejected Moses, and they formed
for themselves a god that was more according to their liking.

 In the same way, Nebuchadnezzar took this dream and
formed an idol—that monstrosity—that was according to his
understanding of the dream. What he should have done was go
to Daniel and say, “Daniel, I need more information. What
should I do? How should I respond to this?”

Instead, he made an image and required under penalty of death
that everyone in his realm bow down and worship that image.

This is so characteristic of man: the great ability to take
something that is given to us by God, and to rush off trying to
do something without further understanding from God. And
also the ability to formulate a religion that is very comfortable.

The worship of that idol wasn’t uncomfortable for the masses
in Babylon; it wasn’t intrusive. It was accompanied by music—
musical accompaniment to worship of an idol.

In the worship of the idol that Aaron crafted for the Israelites
who got tired of waiting for Moses to return from the mountain
there was music, and dancing and feasting. What wasn’t there
was suffering. They chose a god that was more appealing to
them—more palatable to them—and not one who required any
suffering. They looked with revulsion upon the suffering they
had experienced to that point in their wilderness journey. They
wanted to go back to Egypt, so they had Aaron craft a god they
could follow back to the comfort of slavery where they at least
got to eat some of the things they liked.

But before we look upon them with disdain, we should
recognize that many of us would choose the same were we in
their place.

Paul brings this up in Philippians 3:17, and this is what
should frighten us—our ability to do just as they did, and how
we need the Lord’s grace so we can resist our natural inclination
to go that way.

Brethren, follow me together, and mark those who
walk so as you have us for an example.

In Troas, Paul received a vision in which a man of Macedonia
beckoned him to come there to help them. So he and Timothy,
along with Silas, went to Philippi, the chief city of Macedonia.
It seems there may not have been a synagogue in Philippi,
because on the Sabbath they went out of the city to the riverside
where prayer was made. Perhaps there weren’t enough Jewish
men in Philippi to allow for a synagogue, because Luke relates
how they spoke to the women there at the riverside.

The Lord’s leading seems strange, because Paul went to
Philippi in response to the vision, but there didn’t seem to be
any gold at the end of the rainbow. Instead there was suffering.

It happened that after leading one of the women, Lydia, to
Christ, Paul cast out a demon from a girl who had been following
him and his companions crying out that they were the servants
of God who show the way of salvation. When those who received
money from her alleged prophecies saw that they could no longer
use her they had Paul and Silas thrown into prison. They were
also beaten with rods.

This is the example we have of the suffering servant. Paul
laments in Philippians 3:18-19:

For many walk, of whom I have told you often, and
now tell you even weeping, that they are the enemies of
the cross of Christ—whose end is destruction; whose God
is their belly; whose glory is in their shame; who mind
earthly things.

He’s not writing about nonbelievers; he’s not writing about
people in the world. He’s talking about believers who have
become enemies of the cross of Christ.

They’re not enemies of Christ. They’re enemies of the
of Christ—enemies of the suffering that comes in relation to
being a servant of the Lord.

In this column we share a lesson we enjoyed within one of our house
assembly meetings. It has been written as a narrative, but contains the
thoughts of those who shared together. There is no single teacher in our
assembly. Therefore, there will be portions that seem out of context, but
they are the result of thoughts that came to someone during the discourse.
This writing is a compilation of the thoughts expressed at one particular
meeting, as well as some additional thoughts I have added in producing it.
AD
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Elsewhere Paul is said something astounding: that when
Christ is proclaimed, whether in pretense or in truth, Paul rejoices.

Now we can say when Christ is proclaimed, “I’m going to
analyze that proclamation, and if it isn’t true, can I rejoice? When
I hear Christ proclaimed in some way—in a worldly way—I don’t
have the ability to rejoice in that.”

What a suffering that is—to be able to tolerate somebody
proclaiming Christ not as straightly as we would have Him
proclaimed. But that’s what Paul did. That’s suffering.

But you can see here that their enemy was the cross of Christ.
Most people won’t have a problem being a Christian if you

offer to them eternal life, ruling in the Kingdom of Heaven and
living happily ever after. But if you were to tell them that being
a follower of Jesus means they must deny themselves; they must
not partake of worldly things; they have to learn to get their joy
and enjoyment from a different source than the world (you’ve
got to forget about the leeks and the onions and other savory
things from Egypt, and learn to live on a more Spartan wilderness
diet, and learn to receive your joy and find your pleasure in the
things of the Lord), that’s a tougher message.

So like Nebuchadnezzar we can receive things from the Lord,
but if we don’t keep our hearts right, sometimes it might be best
if we said, “Lord, I’m not worthy of anything more until my living
and my heart are in alignment with what you’ve already shown
me. Help me to be obedient to the things that you’ve already
shown me; help me to hate worldliness and ungodliness in my
life, and to live in that way rather than to see a lot of truth and
fashion a religious existence.”

When Aaron fashioned that golden calf, the Lord, on the
mountain with Moses, took notice of it immediately. In Exodus
32:6 we read, “And they rose up early the next day and offered
burnt offerings, and brought peace offerings; and the people sat
down to eat and to drink, and rose up to play.”

The Lord knew immediately what was taking place.

 And YHWH said to Moses, “Go, get yourself down,
because your people, which you brought out of the land
of Egypt, have corrupted themselves.” (Exodus32:7)

To choose another way—a religious existence apart from that
which the Lord would have us live—to choose Christ apart from
His cross—is to corrupt ourselves.

As the Lord puts things in our daily lives we must not
grumble at them but see them as being from the hand of the
Lord for our own good; to accept those circumstances without
complaining; to learn to receive from Him grace in those
circumstances so as not to react negatively or to corrupt ourselves.

We should not want an easy Christian life; we should want a
genuine Christian life. We should want a relationship with the
Lord. And it doesn’t come without the cross. Christ comes with
His cross. We don’t want to fashion something religious in its place.

With Nebuchadnezzar, ignorance was involved, and that’s
probably why God deals mercifully with him in chapter 4. The
Lord is also faithful to deal with us when we are ignorant. There
have been plenty of times we’ve been ignorant or have misunder-
stood things.

How often have we heard teachings about how God wants
us to prosper materially, wants us to live the “good life,” a life of
ease and comfort? There are so many Christian philosophies that
center on personal gain in this life. That seems to be the most
popular message today. It is a Christianity that gives affirmation
to “self.” But the calling of Jesus is, “Do you want to be a follower
of Me? Fine. But you have to pick up that cross to follow Me.”

To truly be a disciple of Christ one’s attitude from the very
beginning must be, “I must lay down my life.”

Not like the Buddhist who believes that we all must come to
the point of death to self in order to discover our true self. That’s
an imitation of what the Lord teaches.

We are to pick up our cross to die to our will, to our way, in
order to conform to God’s will and God’s way. It’s not a process
of “self-realization” as Buddhists, or Hindus, or even dare we say,
some Christian philosophies, would have it—whose idea of
spiritual advancement is self-realization or some form of mysti-
cism that shuts out reality.

In contrast, the Lord says, “The only way you’re going to
advance spiritually with Me is to obey Me.” It’s just the opposite
of self-affirmation.

A lot of teaching applies the cross only to Jesus rather than
identifying us as on the cross with Him. It’s as if to say, “Jesus
died on the cross for you; now here are your benefits.”

There are ample Scriptures that tell us of the need to sacrifice
our own lives in obedience to Him. Jesus said,

“If any man will come after Me, let him deny himself,
and take up his cross and follow Me. For whoever will
save his life shall lose it, and whoever will lose his life for
My sake shall find it. For what is a man profited if he
should gain the whole world and lose his own soul? Or
what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? For the
Son of Man shall come in the glory of His Father with
His angels, and then He shall reward every man according
to his works. (Matt. 16:24-27)

This is often lost to many believers simply because they trust
what they hear from the pulpit or from some popular radio or
television preacher.

This is not to indict all pastors or media preachers. But there
are so many today who preach only the temporal benefits of
following Jesus, and largely exclude anything that suggests the
need to surrender one’s life, including one’s desires for the
pleasures of this world. They see the benefits of the cross only
in human terms; their application of the cross becomes carnal
rather than spiritual. They will take verses that promise healing
or what seem to be material blessings, and those verses become
the be-all and end-all of the cross for them. They believe and
teach that we don’t have to suffer because Christ suffered for us.

Truly the apostle Paul should be our example when he said:

I count all things only loss for the excellence of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord for whom I have
suffered the loss of all things, and count them refuse so
that I may win Christ and be found in Him, not having
my own righteousness, which is of the Law, but that
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which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which
is from God by faith, that I may know Him, and the
power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His
sufferings, being made conformable to His death, if by
any means I might attain to the resurrection of the dead.
(Philippians 3:8-11)

Paul is telling us that unless we enter into the sufferings of
Christ and do not attempt to exert our will over God’s will we
might not attain to the resurrection of the righteous.

That doesn’t mean we must put ourselves in harm’s way
purposefully. Even Paul took means to escape persecution when
he could. It is more a willingness and an expectation to suffer,
allowing the Lord to bring into our lives whatever He deems
proper for accomplishing His will.

Only the Lord knows the heart, so we don’t want to judge
any person, pastor or otherwise, who projects the desire for
comfort onto the believers he influences. But there is a pattern
taking shape among many of the more prosperous churches—
particularly the megachurches that adopt church growth strate-
gies. In some cases one might well think one is entering a resort
rather than a church building. The surroundings and program-
ming scream, “Look what we’ll do for you if you come here!”

Some even have concession stands and offer theatrics in place
of humble ministry. They are program-oriented institutions: “We
have a program that will benefit your particular likes, desires, or
needs.” And few, if any, point to the cross as the goal for our lives.

As we pointed out earlier, Nebuchadnezzar received some-
thing from God. But instead of humbling him, it built him up
in his own eyes to think that he was something great. Well, he
was great; he always suspected it, but his estimation of his
greatness exceeded what God wanted for him. In his mind he
had God’s backing for his religion; it was therefore expedient
for him to magnify his greatness.

Notice how riches seem to join with that kind of mind-set.
That statue that he had built was ninety-feet tall, of pure gold.
Who could afford that today?

This was heady stuff. The music, the crowds, the rejoicing—it
takes us back to those newsreel images of Adolf Hitler and the
pageantry that surrounded his mesmerizing appeal to the
German populace. The masses were in a frenzy of joy as they
cried out, “Heil Hitler!”

All of this is religion; it is not from the Spirit of God.
But do we not see the same fervor for men today? Perhaps

not on such a grand scale, but the spirit of idolatry is no less
evident. Going beyond movie stars, rock stars and sports
“heroes,” have we not seen the same idolatry offered to politi-
cians and religious figures? Consider the pomp and ceremony
that attends the pope’s public appearances; the frenzy of political
campaigns that year-after-year promise solutions to problems
that, for some reason, never do go away, but only get steadily
worse. But hope does spring eternal, doesn’t it?

In Nebuchadnezzar’s case, he seesawed between giving YHWH
the glory for His wondrous works (Daniel 4:1-4), and acknowl-
edging the god of Babylonia (Dan. 4:8). It was probably because
he did recognize YHWH as the true God that YHWH was merciful

in giving him a second dream about the tree that was to be cut
down leaving only the stump (Daniel 4:5-17). The dream, of
course, was a message from God that Nebuchadnezzar, repre-
sented by the tree, would be humbled by losing his sanity for
seven years, and then would be restored to his former glory after
finally recognizing in his heart that YHWH is the only true God.

His prior words seemed to indicate that he knew this, but
his actions revealed that at best it was head knowledge. It was an
intellectual acknowledgment of the truth, but it hadn’t taken
root in his heart. Nor would it until he had suffered the
humiliation of insanity.

This is not unlike many Christians; we know certain truths
in our minds, but those truths do not take root in our hearts
until the Lord in His mercy allows us to suffer in some way that
embeds those truths in our inner being. Until then we believe
it in our heads, but we don’t believe it in our hearts.

God’s mercy toward Nebuchadnezzar was revealed in the
band of iron and brass that surrounded the tree in his dream.
The band would protect the stump from total destruction;
Nebuchadnezzar would be protected even as he was driven into
the midst of the wild animals and ate grass like an ox.

It was a difficult lesson for him, but it seems as if he
eventually came to the cross toward his last days.

There was a purpose in this. God doesn’t do things like this—
certainly nothing so drastic—if it’s not going to bear fruit for His
glory. Hopefully, we can learn from Nebuchadnezzar before we
have to lose our minds and be driven into the wilderness to eat
grass. Let us not have to be taken to that extreme to know
something isn’t right in our lives.

To stray from God’s Word is to lose our minds. Everything
contrary to His Word is insanity, the non-clinical definition
being “great folly; extreme senselessness.”

The whole world is insane to some degree; in the grand
scheme of things, the babbling fool is just on the lower scale of
insanity and the most educated scholar is on the upper scale.
The insanity of which we speak exists for its refusal to heed God’s
Word. That insanity is responsible for all the wrongheadedness
that characterizes man’s attempts at self-rule. It’s the reason jails
are packed to overflowing; it’s the reason psychiatry is such a
lucrative business; it’s the reason wars continue to be fought with
no lasting effect for the betterment of society; it’s the reason
politics is so fraught with misdirection and corruption. Insanity:
great folly; extreme senselessness.

In Nebuchadnezzar we have a successful religion that denies
the cross—the religion of Nebuchadnezzar—the religion of the
world. And it is spectacular. It is on every television channel; it
is a big parade; it is everything.

And then you have the way of the cross (suffering for
righteousness), of which the world takes no notice. And in the
eyes of the world (and in most churches) if you allow the cross
to rule your life you become a nobody. What a difference.

And there is the temptation that has zapped the faith of many
Christians today. The spirit of Nebuchadnezzar’s religion has
entered into mainstream Christianity. What is largely sought
after is bigness, success; it’s all visual and experiential.
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Music, and money.… And money.… And money.
Now, we must be careful; it’s very easy to point the finger at

the obvious errors and evils that have infiltrated the Body of
Christ. We all have a tendency to indict the errors of the
institutional churches because those errors are so obvious to us.
But we can become so focused on seeing the error in others that
we don’t see it in ourselves. What area in our own lives is not
surrendered to the cross?

The same seed that sprouted into that monstrosity of
Nebuchadnezzar’s image of gold resides within all of us. It’s
called “the flesh.”

So we may certainly point out the errors within the Body of
Christ that threaten its members, but we have to be careful that
our own flesh doesn’t take over.

Do you know when it’s easy for the flesh to take over?
When somebody ridicules you, or says something against you

to others, or points out a fault that might even be true; or it
might even be false. But the flesh doesn’t like that; it doesn’t like
being stroked in any direction other than that which soothes the
psyche.

We are especially vulnerable if we are accused falsely of
something evil. It’s very easy to rightfully defend ourselves and
end up doing so in a very ungodly or fleshly manner.

The Lord is our example. When He was accused falsely He
did not open His mouth, but was mute, like a lamb before its
shearer (Acts 8:32). He never uttered a word in His defense,
although if any person were certainly justified in doing so it was
He.

Now, when He was accused of having a devil He denied that
accusation because it was a matter of His Father’s integrity and
the integrity of the Holy Spirit working through Him. Through-
out Jesus’ ministry He did not allow any false accusations against
Himself. But He always answered with truth and according to
the leading of the Holy Spirit.

When it came to the time when He was to submit to the cross
He offered no defense. Right there in front of His enemies, His
friends and family, and the crowd of onlookers, He did not say
a word to refute the accusations spit out against Him.

When someone doesn’t answer accusations it is generally
assumed by others that the accusations must be true; that person
must be guilty. The fleshly reaction is to automatically defend
oneself. And because the vast majority of people are led by the
flesh and not by the Spirit of God they instinctively think, “If
that were said of me and it weren’t true, I’d defend myself with
all my strength.”

That is what our entire court system is based upon. If a
person doesn’t defend himself he is virtually assured of being
found guilty. It doesn’t matter if the law says he is innocent until
proven guilty. The reality is that unless a person can prove
himself innocent he is assumed guilty, if not by the judicial court,
certainly by the court of public opinion.

The way the battle is fought is in the tiniest daily test. And
our willingness to submit to the Lord’s will is the determining
factor in our overcoming. No matter who or what the adversary—
no matter how large or small the matter—the Lord would have

us extend mercy. We are not allowed the luxury of self-promotion
enjoyed by those who do not know the Lord. The Lord is kind
and loving; He would have us be that way.

And make no mistake; we have these opportunities every
single day. We just need to be able to recognize them.

None of us is looking to suffer. When it is presented to us
we have to recognize it and submit to it—to look for God’s grace
in time of need. Hebrews 5:14 says:

But solid food belongs to those who are of full age,
even those who by reason of use have their senses
exercised to discern both good and evil.

Hananiah, Mishael and Azariah, Daniel’s companions, didn’t
rely only on God’s special grace to tell the king, “If it is so, our
God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the fiery furnace.
But if not, you should know, O king, that we will not worship
the golden image you have set up.”

God’s special grace was evident; not even the smell of smoke
was on them when they emerged from the furnace. But when
threatened they didn’t even tell the king they would think about it.

What gets us to the point where the Lord might grant to us
that special grace is found in the daily battles, learning to submit
to Him. All those irritations that come to us, even from our
brothers and sisters in Christ, are trials meant to conform us to
the image of Christ and to lead us to His cross. These are
opportunities to submit to the Lord, to learn obedience, to learn
to speak in faith, to learn not to speak when He wouldn’t have
us speak, to learn to live under His authority.

We must recognize that He is the better man, more qualified
than any of we are to run our lives. He knows how to develop
in us the fruit of the Spirit, one portion of which is patience.

How can we learn patience unless our patience is tested? And
how better is patience tested than by being placed in circum-
stances in which we need it?

For whom do we put on our best faces? Those least familiar
to us—strangers and casual acquaintances. The ones with whom
we are closest—our spouses and immediate family—are the ones
whom we try, and who try us the most. They are so much a part
of us that we can easily succumb to the flesh in dealing with
them. It’s much easier to be gracious to strangers than to close
friends. It’s easier to be gracious to close friends than to family
members, particularly our spouses. Let’s face it, when two people
live together there are going to be more opportunities to test
each other’s patience than there would be with people they see
less seldom. And this doesn’t apply only to spouses, but to sons,
daughters, parents, grandparents, siblings.

If the Lord Jesus suffered the rejection of His own family,
being a prophet without honor in His own home, how much
more should we expect to be without honor among those who
know us most intimately? But we must be willing to receive the
doubts, the criticism, the accusations, and not lash out. And
that’s where the cross comes in; it’s not easy being hung on a
cross and bearing the pain without complaint.

And we can’t do it ourselves; we need other people to drive
in the nails. The cross is not a self-inflicted thing.
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But we must still pick up that cross, knowing where we are
going with it. We can’t cause death to our selves; only God can
do that for us. But we must have the disposition that we welcome
the work He is doing in us.

The Lord must be thinking, “I love those saints down there,
and I might just give them plenty of trouble in their lives so that
they learn to know Me and walk with Me.”

The thing that Nebuchadnezzar saw in the fiery furnace was
a reality that those three young men had been experiencing all
along. They knew that One who was invisible; He was their
constant companion. It just became apparent to Nebuchadnezzar
at that moment that there were four men in there—that these
three had a secret friend. But they knew that secret friend
already. They knew His voice; they knew His impression upon
their hearts; they knew when He imparted His truth into their
minds.

In the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus told His apostles to
“Watch and pray so that you do not enter into temptation,
because the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” There
is a need to be watchful and prayerful at all times. Daniel and his
friends had a watchfulness and a prayerfulness so that when these
things came up they were already living in that place of the cross.

But let us also be careful that we never come to the place of
thinking that we’ve arrived at perfection. Certainly our sins
should become fewer and further between as we mature in
Christ, and we may well be a long way advanced from when we
first came to Him. But it might not be wise to think it—especially
not to dwell on it—lest we find ourselves taken in by pride. As
well, we could find ourselves judging our walk by the sins we
commit or don’t commit, rather than by our conformity to
Christ by submission to His will.

May the Lord keep us always near to His cross as we learn to
walk in obedience to Him.v

Jesus, keep me near the cross,
There a precious fountain—
Free to all, a healing stream—
Flows from Calv’ry’s mountain.

Near the cross, a trembling soul,
Love and Mercy found me;
There the bright and morning star
Sheds its beams around me.

Near the cross! O Lamb of God,
Bring its scenes before me;
Help me walk from day to day,
With its shadows o’er me.

Near the cross I’ll watch and wait
Hoping, trusting ever,
Till I reach the golden strand,
Just beyond the river.

In the cross, in the cross,
Be my glory ever;
Till my raptured soul shall find
Rest beyond the river.

(Near the Cross, Fanny Crosby; public domain)

A spokesman for the U.S. Army stated, “It was their best
judgment at the time. The best way to deal with it was to destroy
them, and I understand that they were burned.…The leadership
confiscated these Bibles so that they could not be distributed
here in Afghanistan.”

The military was worried that the Bibles could have provoked
a violent backlash against Americans by devout Muslims.

COMMENTARY
In the current secular climate we can see why the U.S.

government would not condone Christian evangelism among its
troops. It believes that would be respecting a particular religion
in violation of the Constitution. But why could the Bibles not
be returned to the sender? Why did they have to be burned?

The rationale given by the army as reported on CNN is that
U.S. troops in the field are required to burn their trash.

In contrast, consider the respect the government shows to
the Quran. A Department of Defense memorandum given to
troops stationed at Guantanamo prison states how they are to
handle the Quran if it is absolutely necessary for them to do so:

a. Clean gloves will be put on in full view of the
detainees prior to handling.

b. Two hands will be used at all times when handling
the Koran in manner signaling respect and reverence.
Care should be used so that the right hand is the primary
one used to manipulate any part of the Koran due to the
cultural association with the lift hand. Handle the Koran
as if it were a fragile piece of delicate art.

c. Ensure that the Koran is not placed in offensive
areas such as the floor, near the toilet or sink, near the
feet, or dirty/wet areas.

So the government considers the Quran a delicate piece of
art, but the Bible as trash.

The Quran, sura 9:33 states:

It is He Who has sent His Messenger with guidance
and the religion of truth, to make it superior over all
religions even though the Mushrikun hate it.

The “messenger” is Muhammad; the “religion of truth” is
Islam; the “Mushrikun” are all non-Muslims.

Is this the beginning of the end of the First Amendment to
the U.S. Constitution and the beginning of Sharia in the United
States? Is Islam not being respected above all other religions by
the Obama administration?

I’m not in favor of burning Qurans, although I’m not against
it either. I’m not passionately against burning any book other than
the Bible, but that’s my bias, and it’s based on my love for God
and His Word above all. But the position of the U.S. government
is not only hypocritical but irrational: we shouldn’t burn Qurans
because Muslims might react violently; we should burn Bibles in
certain cases, otherwise Muslims might react violently.

(Continued on page 30)

SPOTLIGHT ON THE NEWS
(Continued from page 5)
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In our previous issue we addressed a teaching which posits
that the Gospel Peter proclaimed to the Jews was different
from the Gospel that Paul proclaimed to the Gentiles. The

teaching stresses that the Gospel for the Jews was merely the
promise of an earthly kingdom on the basis of God’s promise to
Abraham, but the Gospel for the Gentiles was one of grace. The
claim is that the Jews were required to repent and be baptized,
but that the Gentiles needed only to believe in Jesus. We exposed
this thinking as fallacious.

Now we will consider the central issue of the “Two Gospels”
concept, that repentance and baptism was not at the beginning,
nor today, a command for Gentiles who come to Christ. This is
particularly spelled out in the teachings of popular television and
radio teacher Les Feldick.

I’ve crossed out Feldick’s thoughts he inserted within his
Scripture quotes in order to help keep the Scriptures in context.
That doesn’t mean I’m rejecting all he’s saying; it’s just so the
Scripture doesn’t get lost among his statements. I’ve retained his
bolded comments. My comments follow each indented section.

Les Feldick: What is the difference between Peter's gospel
and Paul's gospel ?

We are getting close to a portion of Scripture that I
think has been totally confused by almost all groups, and
we’re just going to take it for what it says. We’re not going
to spiritualize it, or allegorize it, we are going to leave it
right where it is. Acts 2:36a

"Therefore (because of all that has just taken place.
Israel has had The Messiah for three years, performing
signs and miracles, they crucified Him, God raised Him
from the dead, and sent the Holy Spirit, and everything
is falling into place) let all the house of Israel..."

Now you can’t put us Gentiles in this verse, unless
you force it. Peter is speaking to Jews on Covenant
grounds It’s the fulfilling of the Covenant which God
made with Abraham. Let’s pause for a moment and go
to Chapter 3, so you’ll know what I’m talking about. And
again Peter is preaching to a Jew-only crowd.

Al Dager: Well of course he was speaking only to the Jews; this
particular occasion was a Jewish feast. The Gospel was first given
to the Jews, and this was the beginning of it being given to them.

That doesn’t in itself preclude the idea that the Gospel is the
same for both Jew and Gentile.

Also, the covenant grounds on which Peter was speaking was
still the Mosaic Covenant, but he was about to tell them about
the New Covenant in Jesus’ blood, both of which are germane
to God’s covenant with Abraham which, contrary to Feldick’s
claim, was not fulfilled with Peter’s proclamation to the Jews.
That will come with the gathering by Jesus of all Israel into the
Promised Land during His Millennial Kingdom.

L.F.: Acts 3:24,25
"Yea, and all the prophets from Samuel and those that follow

after, as many as have spoken, have likewise foretold of these
days." What days? Everything that has just taken place.

According to Peter, the Crucifix-
ion, Resurrection, ascension and
coming of the Holy Spirit was
prophesied. Look at verse 25:

"Ye are the children of the
prophets, and of the covenant
(only the Nation of Israel. All
prophecy is directed to the Nation
of Israel, they are the ones that will
be at the core of these prophetic
events. Even the horrible events in
Revelation will be directed primar-

ily at the Jew. But the whole world will also reap the fallout
from these events. Jeremiah 30 tells us it’s the time of
Jacob’s trouble) which God made with our fathers, saying
unto Abraham, ‘And in thy seed (through the Nation of
Israel) shall all the kindreds of the earth be blessed.’"

So Peter is on Covenant ground. He’s still on the basis
that everything that has been since Abraham, that is: the
Nation of Israel was to receive the Redeemer, The
Messiah, The King and the Kingdom, and it would be
through Israel that God would gather the Gentiles. I
never like to leave people with the idea that God had cast
off the Gentiles. Oh, not at all. But He was going to use
the Nation of Israel on Covenant grounds to bring them
to Salvation. Even right here God has never said a word
to anybody that He’s setting the Covenant promises aside
for awhile. He hasn’t told anybody yet that they don’t
have to keep Temple worship, or keep the Law. He hasn’t
told people they must believe in His death, burial and
Resurrection for their Salvation. Not a word about that
as of yet. You can’t find it here. And that is what I try to
tell people to understand. Don’t take my word for it.
Search the Scriptures, but be sure you understand that
the Scripture is putting Salvation on His death, burial,
and Resurrection. Remember, there is never any reason
to force anything into Scripture. Just leave them where
they are. You can’t put a square peg in a round hole
without doing a lot of damage. So here Peter is still on
Covenant ground.

WAS THERE A
DIFFERENT GOSPEL
FOR JEWS THAN FOR
GENTILES?
PART 2

LES FELDICK
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A.D.: True, Peter had not yet told the Jews about the need for
faith in Jesus’ death, burial and resurrection; that would come
later. However, the Jews knew about the messianic prophecies,
and if they understood them correctly they would have known
they spoke of the Messiah’s death, burial, and resurrection. But
rabbinic Judaism had hidden that Gospel from the people; at
the least they came to reject the idea of a suffering and dying
Messiah. But that didn’t negate the truth of the Gospel pro-
claimed by the prophets. It is why they didn’t recognize their
Messiah when He came. But that, too, was the Father’s plan in
order to set the conditions for His Son’s death. That Gospel as
revealed by the prophets is still the same one fulfilled in Jesus,
and it’s still for Jew and Gentile. Peter was pointing them back
to the prophets so they would understand; it wasn’t necessary at
this point for him to expound on the details of the Gospel. That
would come, though.

L.F.: Back to Acts 2:36:
"Therefore let all the house of Israel (He’s talking to

Jew only) know assuredly, that God hath made that same
Jesus, whom ye have crucified, both Lord and Christ."

Now we have to compare Scripture with Scripture.
Come to the Book of Galatians, and just look at the
difference in the language. We just saw Peter accusing the
Nation of Israel of killing their Messiah, and now look
what Paul tells us here in the Church Age.

Galatians 1:3,4a
"Grace be to you and peace from God the Father, and

from our Lord Jesus Christ, Who gave himself for our
sins..."

And that’s Paul’s theme all through his writings. It’s
as different as day from night with Peter’s message. Peter’s
sermon just doesn’t fit Paul’s doctrine at all. And it wasn’t
supposed to. God hadn’t revealed Paul’s message yet. It’s
still a secret kept in the mind of God.

A.D.: It is not as different as day from night. Peter was not
preaching a “sermon”; that’s church talk. He was proclaiming
the Gospel to the Jews first. There is nothing in Paul’s words
here that conflict with Peter’s words. Jesus gave Himself for the
sins of the Jews just as much as He did for the Gentiles. Just
because the words are not verbatim to those of Peter’s doesn’t
mean there is a conflict. Is Feldick saying that Jesus did  give
Himself for the sins of the Jews? If that’s not what Feldick means,
he isn’t making clear what he means.

Says the writer of Hebrews (which Feldick also correctly
understands was written to the Jews):

For the Law, having a shadow of good things to come,
and not the very image of those things, can never with
those sacrifices that they offered year by year make those
who come to it continually perfect. For would they then
not have ceased to be offered because the worshippers,
once purged, would have had no more conscience of sins?

But in those sacrifices there is a remembrance again
made of sins every year because it is not possible that the
blood of bulls and of goats should take away sins.

Therefore, when He comes into the world He says,
“Sacrifice and offering you would not, but You have
prepared a body for Me. You have had no pleasure in
burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin. Then I said, ‘Look!
I come to do Your will, O God (in the volume of the book
it is written of Me).’”

Above, when He said, “Sacrifice and offering, and
burnt offerings, and offering for sin You would not, nor
had pleasure in them that are offered by the Law,” then
He said, “Look! I come to do Your will, O God,” He takes
away the first so that He may establish the second, by
which we are sanctified through the offering of the body
of Jesus Christ once for all.

And every priest stands daily often ministering and
offering the same sacrifices that can never take away sins.
But this man, after He had offered one sacrifice for sins
forever, sat down on the right hand of God, from now
on expecting till His enemies be made His footstool. For
by one offering He has perfected forever those who are
sanctified, of which the Holy Spirit is also a witness to us.
For after He had said before, “‘This is the covenant that
I will make with them after those days,’ says the Lord, ‘I
will put My laws into their hearts and I will write them
in their minds, and I will no longer remember their sins
and iniquities.’”

Now where there is remission of these, there is no
more offering for sin. (Hebrews 10: 1-18)

Clearly, the Jews were being told that Christ died for their
sins.

And there is no such thing as a “Church Age.” There is no
such thing as the “Church.” That’s a Roman Catholic invention.
Jesus said He would build His ecclesia (His “called out”),
consisting of both Jew and Gentile. He did not say He would
build His “church.” That’s a bad translation of ecclesia. Feldick
doesn’t understand this, and that’s why he tries to make it appear
as if there was a different Gospel for the Jews and Gentiles at
the beginning. We Gentiles are grafted into Israel through faith
in Israel’s Messiah. The New Covenant was made with the house
of Judah and the house of Israel (Heb. 8:8). We are all Israel
(Jews) by faith; it’s the same faith as Abraham’s. There is no
distinction except for the millennial Kingdom of Heaven on
earth when all Israel by birth not previously redeemed will inherit
the Promised Land fully.

L.F.: Now back to Acts verse 37:
Acts 2:37
"Now when they heard this (heard what? That they

were guilty of crucifying their Messiah. And remember,
Peter isn’t just talking to 40 or 50 people. He’s got
thousands out in front of him listening out there in that
Temple complex. This is the feast of Pentecost and they
have come from everywhere as we see in verses 9-11) they
were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to
the rest of the apostles, ‘Men and brethren what shall
(what’s the pronoun?) we do?’"
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Remember Peter is addressing this great crowd of Jews
on Covenant ground. He has accused them of killing their
Messiah, and now they are so convicted that I suppose in
one way or another word gets up to Peter as he is
speaking. And they say, "Well, Peter, what in the world
are we (and remember that pronoun) supposed to do?"
Now that is the question coming from the Nation of
Israel.

A.D.: So the Jews said, “we” (the “pronoun”). What has that to
do with anything? They were the ones listening to Peter.
Obviously they wouldn’t have asked, “What are we, but not the
Gentiles, to do?” This is what Feldick is implying they were
saying; that they were legitimately separating themselves from
Gentile believers by using the pronoun “we.” This is preposterous.

Nor did Peter say, “I’m speaking only to the Jews; you
Gentiles in the audience [which Feldick acknowledges were
there] shouldn’t listen to me. I’ve something else to tell you later.”

L.F.: Let’s pick up again in the Book of Acts and for a
short review we will start at Chapter 2 verse 36. Remem-
ber this is a Jewish feast day that is being celebrated. Jews
from the then-known world have come to celebrate the
feast of Pentecost. This is one of the seven feasts listed in
Leviticus 23. Now it’s on this day of Pentecost that this
huge crowd of Jews are out there in the Temple area and
Peter, through the power of the Holy Spirit, is addressing
this great gathering. And regardless what nations these
Jews have come from, they are hearing it in their own
language. And this is the miracle of it all. Peter is speaking
to Jew only (with an occasional proselyte). There is no
Gentile ground here. God doesn’t put Gentiles in this
group and neither should we. It’s a Jewish feast day, a
Jewish crowd, a Jewish speaker, and a Jewish message.
And now verse 36:

Acts 2:36,37
"Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly (this is

all twelve tribes that are represented here, and God knows
who they are), that God hath made that same Jesus, whom ye
have crucified, both Lord and Christ." Peter is accusing these
Jews of killing Christ their Messiah. "Now when they heard
this they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to
the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren what shall we do?"
And before we look at Peter’s answer, I want to take you
back to Acts Chapter 16.

In Chapter 16, Paul has begun his missionary journey
throughout western Turkey. Earlier in this chapter the
Holy Spirit directed him over into Greece. One of the
first cities he approached there was Philippi. And that is
where he met Lydia, who was the first European convert.
After the conversion of Lydia, he is arrested and beaten
along with Silas, and cast into the lower dungeon of the
jail, as in verse 25. The setting is completely different than
in Acts 2. This is all Gentile ground, a Gentile prison, a
Gentile jailer. This Gentile jailer may have witnessed Paul
and Silas preaching, and saw their arrest and beating.

Now he was given charge over these two men along with
the rest of the prisoners.

Acts 16:25-29
"And at midnight Paul and Silas prayed, and sang

praises unto God; and the prisoners heard them."
"And suddenly there was a great earthquake (we still

haven’t left the economy of signs and miracles, and
wonders. These will pass off the scene in Paul’s ministry
at a little later time. But at this time we have a miraculous
earthquake with a distinct purpose), so that the founda-
tions of the prison were shaken: and immediately all the
doors were opened, and every one’s bands were loosed."

"And the keeper of the prison awaking out of his sleep, and
seeing the prison doors open, he drew out his sword, and would
have killed himself, supposing that the prisoners had been fled."
The Roman authority would have killed him if prisoners
had escaped.

"But Paul cried with a loud voice, saying, ‘Do thyself no
harm: for we are all here.’" Although they could have fled
they didn’t, because this is a Sovereign God at work.

"Then he called for a light, and sprang in, and came
trembling, and fell down before Paul and Silas,"

Why did this pagan Gentile jailer pick Paul and Silas
out of all his prisoners? Somehow, God let him know that
here was the answer to his dilemma. He’s got all these
prisoners loose, ready to flee, but they are staying there.
God lets that jailer know the answer to his problem, but
it’s going to be a lot more than a bunch of prisoners, it’s
going to be the man’s own soul.

A.D.: The jailer picked Paul and Silas because Paul spoke out.
Also, the jailer evidently knew why they were there, and must
have heard them singing and praying before he fell asleep. Why
else would he ask what he must do to be saved? Regardless why,
Paul and Silas were called upon to tell him what he must do.

L.F.: Acts 16:30
"And brought them (Paul and Silas) out, and said, Sirs,

what must I do to be saved?" Now look at the comparison.
Peter, preaching in Acts Chapter 2, is dealing with the

Covenant Nation of Israel. And they say in verse 37,
“ But God doesn’t deal with Gentiles
on Covenant ground. He deals with us as individuals.
Every individual has to ask that same question.

  Let’s compare the answers each were given.
In Acts Chapter 2, it is very clear, anyone can understand
it. I’m leaving every word the way it’s in your Bible and
mine. I’m not changing a thing. Israel says, "What must
we do?" Look at Peter’s answer.

A.D.: Okay, Mr. Feldick is saying that God doesn’t deal with
Jews as individuals, but on the basis of the Mosaic Covenant. If
that’s true, then the Law is still in effect for the Jews. But if the
Law is still in effect, then they have no way to obey it because
their means to keep the Law (the temple) no longer exists. This
is totally unscriptural.
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L.F.: Acts 2:38
"Then Peter said unto them, ‘Repent, and be baptized

(the next two words are crucial) every one of you in the
name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,’"

Everyone of them would have to be converted and
accept Christ as their Messiah for God to pick up where
He had left off. He would have sent back The King and
set up the Kingdom.

A.D.: No, He wouldn’t have. Even if all Israel had repented, the
King must remain in Heaven until the time of the Gentiles has
been completed. This is a supposition of Feldick that has no
basis in Scripture. It was prophesied that the Gentiles would be
blessed through Israel, but that meant through Israel’s Messiah,
not through the nation as a whole, at least not until the
Millennium. For that to happen, there would have to be a time
when the Gospel would go out to the Gentiles. The blessing was
also fulfilled by the apostles who were all Jews giving the Gospel.

Feldick’s teaching makes the cross an afterthought of God.

L.F.: Peter also tells them this in Acts 3:26. Look at the
message. Peter says,   Who
began that message? John the Baptist. John was the herald
of The King, and his message was,

That was for the Nation of Israel. Now compare
this with Paul’s answer to the Gentile in Acts Chapter 16.
Paul is not talking to the Nation of Israel, he’s talking to
a Gentile. And when this Gentile asks what he must do
to be saved, what does Paul tell him? Acts 16:31

"And they (Paul and Silas) said, ‘Believe on The Lord
Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house.’"

Does it say Repent and be baptized? No, and if that
was the criteria it would have been in here. That was the
Jewish program, and by this time it has fallen through the
cracks because Israel is rejecting it again. God has now
turned to the Gentiles through the Apostle Paul, without
Israel. So the jailer said, "What must I do?" The answer is
simple: "Only Believe on The Lord Jesus Christ." Now when
you know the rest of Paul’s message, he only had one
Gospel to believe: "That Christ died for your sins, was buried
and rose from the dead." You can find that message in many
places in Paul’s letters, for example I Corinthians 15:1-4.

A.D.: That is true. But then why did Paul not expound upon it
to the jailer? Again, evidently the jailer heard about the Gospel
somehow; he knew who Jesus was, and he didn’t need to have
it expounded to him. But this is an example of how someone
can develop a doctrine by what Scripture doesn’t say, which is
what Feldick does by insisting that Paul and Peter proclaimed
different gospels.

L.F.: Believe the Gospel. And it’s no different for Gentiles
today, and the Jew as well. That is the criteria tonight.
We have to believe the Gospel and nothing else. You
search Paul’s letters from Romans through Hebrews (and
Hebrews is more Jewish than the rest and there is a reason

for that), and show me one place where Paul teaches
repentance and baptism for Salvation. You won’t find it.
Paul doesn’t teach it. Paul’s message is a different
economy and you can’t mix them. A lot of people try to.
Our Lord didn’t mix them and neither should we. The
verses in Galatians 2:7-9 exist because they were two
different messages. That’s why Peter says Paul’s message
of Salvation is hard for him to understand in II Peter
3:15-16. To the Jew it was repent and be baptized. To the
Gentile it is believe the Gospel. See how simple that is.
Now let’s come back to Acts 2 and make another
tremendous comparison. Read verse 38 again:

Acts 2:38
"Then Peter said unto them, ‘Repent, and be baptized every

one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins,...’" The whole Nation of Israel had to repent and be
baptized.

A.D.: Okay, now we get to the crux of Feldick’s problem. It is
that he believes no one today has to repent and be baptized,
because that was only for the Jews who heard Peter. Because the
Jews rejected that gospel, then they must merely believe in Jesus
without the requirement for repentance and baptism. This is
not a different gospel for Jews than for Gentiles, because he says
it applies to “the Jews as well.”

It would seem, then, that the Jews today have an easier time
of it than the Jews in Peter’s day.

In Acts 26:19-20 Paul told the king Agrippa that he was
obedient to the heavenly vision of Jesus to show “first to those
of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of
Judea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and
turn to God, and do the works suitable for repentance.”

This was some time after Peter’s dissertation. And it included
both Jews and Gentiles in the need to repent.

Now I rejoice, not that you were made sorry, but that
you sorrowed to repentance. For you were made sorry
after a godly manner, that you might receive damage by
us in nothing. For godly sorrow works repentance to
salvation not to be turned from, but the sorrow of the
world works death. (2 Cor 7:9-10)

This was written to Gentiles.
Feldick may say that these were already Christians, so the

repentance was not for salvation. But that would be begging the
question. It would also be neglecting Paul’s words to the Gentiles
that repentance to salvation is necessary for all.

As for baptism, I needn’t quote them all here, but there are
numerous statements in Romans, 1 Corinthians, and Galatians,
where Paul refers to the Gentiles having been baptized. Also, in
Acts, the Ethiopian eunuch asked Steven what prevented him
from being baptized immediately after Steven proclaimed the
Gospel to him. Had Steven not mentioned baptism, the eunuch
would not have asked to be baptized.

Baptism is, and has always been, a command for all believers
regardless of what Feldick says.

(Continued on page 19)
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Books From Sword Publishers
VENGEANCE IS OURS:
The Church in Dominion
Albert James Dager - 283 pages

A militancy is stirring in the breasts
of some Christians in response to the
evils that beset society. Tens of thou-
sands attend spiritual warfare   seminars
hoping to learn how to “take dominion
over the earth.” A call for vengeance on
God’s enemies and a restructuring of
society under God’s Law is being heard.

But is it the Christian’s responsibil-
ity to take control of society and recon-
struct it in accordance with God’s Law?’

Vengeance Is Ours is the only book
available that analyzes the various forms
of dominion theology, from Manifested
Sons of God to Christian Reconstruction.

B-1001   Paperback  $10 - 1 lb.

THE WORLD CHRISTIAN
MOVEMENT: A Great Delusion
Leading to the Religio-Political
State of the Anti-Christ
Albert James Dager - 233 pages

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is being
compromised as we learn that it is no
longer proper to proclaim Jesus Christ as
Savior unless done so within the context
of the world’s pagan religions. We are told
that God speaks through Buddha, Moham-
med, Confucius and other “holy men.”

Major Christian voices are sounding
this siren song of compromise and denial
of Christ. Will you recognize the decep-
tion in your church? This book offers the
only information available on the World
Christian Movement–an important subject

B-1055   Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE? Why Do You
Believe It?
Albert James Dager - 102 pages

What we believe, whether a religious or secular
philosophy, impacts our lives. What you believe is
important not only to you, but to those whom you
influence in life. Yet most people cannot offer empir-
ical evidence for their beliefs, resting rather on
emotion and their upbringing. Can you give a rea-
soned explanation for why you believe what you
believe? Can you say for a certainty that your beliefs
are superior to all others? You may accept or reject
what the author says, but at least you will be able to
assess your own beliefs as true or false.
B-1075   Paperback     $10 - 1 lb.

WHAT IS THE TRUE GOSPEL?
Albert James Dager - 110 pages

Jesus proclaimed what He called “the Gospel of
the Kingdom.” He then commissioned His disciples
to go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel of
the Kingdom to all the nations. But even from the
beginning there have been false gospels proclaimed
by those claiming to be messengers of God. Today
we are witnessing a great apostasy based largely on
institutional traditions. Many false gospels emanating
from pulpits, radio, and television–even many that
seem to glorify Jesus–differ from the Gospel pro-
claimed by Jesus. This book points the reader back to
Scripture to discover the original Gospel.
B-1081        Paperback  $8 - 1 lb.

THE HOUSE ASSEMBLY: Recapturing
the First-Century Model For The Gath-
ering of the Saints
Albert James Dager - 221 pages

Many Christians are experiencing the inevitable
results of religious institutionalism: denominational
traditions; abusive pastors; false teachings; anecdotal
sermons; favoritism and other unscriptural teachings
and practices. This book is a guide for those desiring
to start a house assembly after the pattern of the
first-century ekklesia. Includes examples of the
author’s experiences in the house assembly, as well
as biblical models for elders, teaching, fellowship and
other aspects of gathering in love.
B-1074   Paperback     $12 - 1 lb.

A FALSE DOCTRINE OF SUBTLE
PURPOSE
Albert James Dager - 106 pages

Thousands of churches and tens of thousands of
pastors are being strongly influenced by the writings
of Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Community
Church in California. His two best-selling books, The
Purpose-Driven Life and The Purpose-Driven Church,
have taken churches by storm. But are Warren’s
teachings and methodologies truly biblical? This book
reveals many of Warren’s unscriptural teachings. It is
not a polemic against Warren, but a careful analysis
of his teachings and methods lauded not only by
Christians, but by the world. (Media Spotlight articles)
B-1080       Paperback  $10 - 1 lb.
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VOICES FROM THE PAST: Puritan
Devotional Readings
Richard Rushing  418 pages

Daily devotional readings from
great Puritan authors on the glory and
attributes of God, divine providence,
fellowship with God, holiness of life,
prayer, evangelism, and trust in times
of affliction. Inspiring.
B-1101 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.

THE SIGNS AND WONDERS
MOVEMENT EXPOSED
Peter Glover, Editor 112 pages

Four ministers, Mark Haville,
Chris Hand, Philip Foster and Peter
Glover, look at this contemporary
movement, some of its proponents, and
the nature of its claims and practices.
They warn against spiritual gullibility.
B-1027 Paperback $9  - 1 lb.

A DIFFERENT GOSPEL
D.R. McConnell  225 pages

An exposé of the word-faith move-
ment from a theology instructor at Oral
Roberts University, Traces the origins
of word-faith from E.W. Kenyon’s
science-of-mind connections to the
plagiarism of Kenneth Hagin and
beyond.
B-1005 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

WEIGHED AND FOUND WANTING
Bill Randles  209 pages

A Pentecostal pastor looks at the
Toronto Blessing. Read why the author
believes that this current “Renewal” is
actually a judgment from God, and
possibly the great delusion spoken of
in 2 Thessalonians 2!

B-1008 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

BEWARE THE NEW PROPHETS
Bill Randles  132 pages

Randles has touched on a subject
of great importance: the re-emergence
of the Latter Rain Movement with its
aberrant theology and careless escha-
tology. Will help the uninformed as
well as those already aware of this
deception to understand its threat.
B-1043 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

A WONDERFUL DECEPTION: The
Further New Age Implications of
the Emerging Purpose Driven
Movement
Warren Smith  229 pages

A former New Ager reveals how
Christian leaders, whether wittingly or
unwittingly, are guiding followers into
spiritual deceptions.
B-1099 Paperback $15  - 1 lb.

YOGA & THE BODY OF CHRIST
Dave Hunt   170 pages

Yoga is revolutionizing the fitness
movement and extending its reach
directly in the churches and lifestyles
of Christians. Every Christian should
be informed about the true origins and
effects of yoga and its ungodly roots in
Kundalini “serpent power.”
B-1096 Paperback $9 - 1 lb.

GOD’S WRATH ON LEFT BEHIND
Lisa Ruby   214 pages

Many deceptions have found their
way  into these end-time fiction books.
This exposé reveals how the “Christian”
characters reflect ungodliness, working
for anti-Christ, denying Jesus, lying,
stealing, and cheating. Add to these the
unscriptural end-time scenario.
B-1071 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

SEDUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY
Dave Hunt   239 pages

This classic exposé of deception
in the churches is a compelling look at
the times in which we live. A call for
believers to choose between the origi-
nal and counterfeit Christianity. This
all-time bestseller has done more to
awaken Christians than any other book.
B-1005 Paperback $11 - 1 lb.

THE FLEECING OF CHRISTIANITY
Jackie Alnor  221 pages

A look at the shadowy world of
the TBN dynasty. The author reveals
some personal secrets of Christian
media “stars,” but she tries to keep the
polemic down. We don’t agree entirely
with her eschatology, but this book is
worth the read.
B-1100 Paperback $12 - 2 lbs.

THE DAY OF ISLAM: The Annihila-
tion of America and the Western
World
Paul L. Williams  288 pages

Not a Christian book, but every
Christian should read it. One caveat:
you’ll wish you hadn’t. This book will
spur many Christians to get serious
about their walk and their prayer life.
B-1090 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.

MEASURING THE MUSIC
John Makujina, Ph.D. 369 pages

Discusses the hot issue of Contem-
porary Christian Music, emphasizing
biblical principles and musical science.
A study needed in today’s climate of
anything-goes “Christian” entertain-
ment. Destroys the myths of liberal
interpretations of music in the Bible.
B-1052 Paperback $15 - 2 lbs.

PSYCHOHERESEY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   259 pages

Exposes the fallacies of psycho-
logical counseling and psychotherapy,
encouraging a return to the biblical
foundations for Christian living. A
most important book written by experts
on the field of psychology and its
inroads into the churches.
B-1011 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

CRI GUILTY OF PSYCHOHERESY?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   144 pages

A response to Bob and Gretchen
Passantino’s series on psychology in
Christian Research Institute’s Christian
Research Journal. The authors charge
the Passantinos and CRI with
psychoheresy–the integration of psy-
chological theory with Scripture.
B-1028 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

PERSON-TO-PERSON MINISTY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   250 pages

Reveals the innate sinfulness of
problem-centered counseling; shows
how it leads Christians into feeding the
flesh and quenching the Spirit. Gives
reasons why Christians must abandon
the problem-centered approach in favor
of becoming Christ-centered.
B-1097 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

HYPNOSIS: Medical, Scientific, or
Occultic?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   142 pages

Hypnosis induces an altered state
of consciousness no different from
shamanic states of consciousness.
Although passed off as scientific, and
even medical, hypnosis is at its core
occultic and potentially lethal.
B-1085 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

THALES TO DEWEY: a History of
Philosophy
Gordon H. Clark  561 pages

A comprehensive overview of the
history of thought. Part 1: Greek attempts
to determine the nature of reality; Part 2:
medieval thinkers who tried to reconcile
Christianity and secular philosophy;
Part 3: modern thinkers.
B-1031 Paperback $21 - 3 lbs.

MASONIC & OCCULT SYMBOLS
ILLUSTRATED
Dr. Cathy Burns  543 pages

A researcher into the New Age,
Freemasonry, and the occult uncovers
the hidden meanings behind symbols
that we see around us every day: logos,
hand signals, illustrations, etc.

A handy reference for researchers.
B-1026 Paperback $18 - 2 lbs.

THE TORCH OF THE TESTIMONY
John W. Kennedy 251 pages

A 2,000-year history of the Chris-
tians and churches that have stood
outside the Catholic-Protestant tradition.
Originally published in India in 1964;
little known in the West. We don’t
recommend some of this publisher’s
other items, but this is a gem.
B-1022 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

THE PILGRIM CHURH
E. H.Broadbent  448 pages

The real story of the faith is not
the one recorded in secular or religious
history, which has largely been tainted
by Roman Catholic influences. This
classic will trill you with stories of
unknown heroes of the faith who have
stood firm for God’s truth. Wonderful.
B-1053 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.

WHILE THE EARTH ENDURES:
Creation, Cosmology and Climate
Change
Philip Foster  238 pages

Challenges the myth of man-caused
global warming, trusting God’s Word
that, as long as the earth endures, it will
provide for man’s sustenance. Also
challenges some Christian traditions.
B-1098 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

Books From Other Publishers
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New! Books From Other Publishers
EARTH’S EARLIEST AGES
G.H. Pember       332 pages

This is a 19th-century classic that
addresses the pre-Adamic theory and
the early history of Satan, and offers a
biblical account of the Fall of Man and
the Flood eras, and modern distortions
of the texts and contexts of both. It is
considered controversial by some.
B-1104 Paperback    $12 - 2 lbs.

STOP COUNSELING!  START
MIINISTERING!
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   325 pages

Why Christians should be opposed
to all forms of counseling. Reveals how
counseling, which is problem-centered,
involves sinful conversations. Offers
ways to equip those in need to live a
biblical life.
B-1102 Paperback    $14 - 2 lbs.

CHRIST-CENTERED MINISTRY vs.
PROBLEM-CENTERED COUNSEL-
ING: A Radical Proposal
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   134 pages

A call to overthrow intimidation
from the psychological and biblical
counseling movements, and to free
believers to minister to fellow believers
in a biblical manner.
B-1103 Paperback       $10 - 1

Videos
HOMEGROWN JIHAD: Terrorist
Camps Around the U.S.
PRB Films   105 Minutes

The explosive documentary with
never-before-seen footage of terrorist
compounds in the U.S. under the lead-
ership of radical Pakistani cleric Sheikh
Mubarak Gilani. “Soldiers of Allah” are
being trained to wage war in the U.S.
DVD-2029   $15 - 1 lb.

THE GREAT APOSTASY: the Lost
Sign
The Christian Sentinel 90 Minutes

Somewhat amateurish, but dyna-
mite expose of charismania at its worst.
A wake-up call, and a show-and-tell
demonstration of the unclean spirit of
anti-Christ in our midst.

DVD-2019   $20 - 1 lb.

NEW - CROSSING THE LINE: The
Intifada Comes to Campus
Imagination Productions 40 Minutes

Shows how the Mideast conflict
is evoking deep anti-Jewish sentiments
among college professors and students.
Reveals financial ties between Middle
East Studies programs and Arab states’
proliferation of anti-Semitism.
DVD-2030    $20 - 1 lb.

TERRORISM: The New War on
Freedom
Jeremiah Films  50 Minutes
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“There is no end to the making of books,
and much study is a weariness of the flesh.”

(Ecclesiastes 12:12)

That’s why we try to carry only what
we consider of value.
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Feldick continues:

L.F.: Acts 2:38
"...and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost,"
I’ve had questions asked of me about this for many

years, and let me ask you a question. What was the
prerequisite in this verse for receiving the Holy Spirit?
Repentance and baptism. That is the first part of the
verse. Look at it again:

Acts 2:38
"...Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the

name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye
shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit."

Is there any mention of the death, burial, and Resur-
rection? Any mention of the shed blood for atonement?
Not a word. But only the name. When you talk about the
name of someone, what does that imply? Who he is. If I
say the name of one of our Presidents, what do you
associate that with? The White House. You speak the
name and immediately it’s the position that you’re tied
to. So, Peter doesn’t mention death, burial, and Resur-
rection. But what were they to put their faith in? Who
Jesus was. He was The Christ their Messiah, and they had
killed Him. But God had raised Him from the dead. They
were to repent and be baptized for the remission of sins
and then they would receive the gift of the Holy Ghost.
In Acts Chapter 10, we have Peter at the house of
Cornelius, a Gentile. This is seven years after the Cross.
Not a Gentile has been saved. Back in Acts 2, the Jews
had to repent and be baptized, then they could receive
the Holy Spirit. Now look at what it says here:

Acts 10:44
"While Peter yet spake (he hadn’t come to the end of

his message) these words, the Holy Ghost fell on all them
which heard the word. "

And we know they all believed. Have they been
baptized yet? No, these are Gentiles who haven’t heard
anything of the Law. But the moment they believed
Peter’s message the Holy Spirit came down, and the
amazing thing is God had to prove to Peter and these six
other Jews that God was doing something totally new,
and that was saving Gentiles! Not on the basis of repen-
tance and baptism, but the moment they heard the word
and believed. Peter is still tied to that Jewish economy,
so when he sees what is happening he commands these
Gentile believers to be baptized after the fact instead of
before as we saw in Acts 2:38:

A.D.: Gentiles had been saved in that seven years since the cross.
Feldick is parsing words to justify his idea that baptism was
required prior to belief for the Jews, but not for the Gentiles.
But the Jews wouldn’t have consented to baptism had they not

believed first. Belief always precedes baptism with the exception
of those who are baptized out of religious custom such as Roman
Catholic babies. No unbelieving Jew would have been baptized
even after hearing Peter’s words.

L.F.: Acts 10:47
"Can any man forbid water, that these should not be

baptized, which have (past tense) received the Holy Ghost
as well as we?"

This isn’t a contradiction, this is not Chapter 10
contradicting Chapter 2, but rather a change of events.
Ten is Gentile and Two is still Jew. Acts is a transitional
book, so always be aware that what was good for the Jew
under that Jewish economy seems like a contradiction,
but it’s not, it’s only God changing the program. The
moment we believe for our Salvation the Gospel of Grace,
that Jesus died for our sins, was buried, and rose from
the dead, the Holy Spirit baptizes us and we are saved.
Don’t put the message that Peter preached and the
message that Paul preached in a blender and mix it all up
and expect to understand it. That will give you heartburn,
and you will never be able to see what you should clearly
believe for your Salvation. But if you will realize that God
is changing the program when He goes to the Gentiles,
and leave the Scriptures right where they are, I believe
the Scriptures will be opened to you. So many people
come into my classes and almost immediately have their
eyes opened. I don’t do that, the Holy Spirit does that
when you search the Scriptures.

Editor's Note: Peter's gospel, called the gospel of the
kingdom or the gospel of the circumcision, was preached
to the nation of Israel under the law of Moses. Paul's
gospel, called the gospel of grace or the gospel of the
uncircumcision, was preached to the Gentiles under
grace. Whether we are Jew or Gentile, Paul's gospel is the
way of salvation for us in this present age of grace.

A.D.: Of course it’s the same Gospel for Jew or Gentile, so what
is Feldick’s teaching about in the long run? He thinks he has
seen something no one else has seen, surmising that the Jews in
the first century were baptized before believing, and the Gentiles
were baptized after believing, thus the Jews were saved in some
way differently than the Gentiles. But Peter’s message was to the
unbelieving Jews, while Paul’s letters were to the assemblies of
believers, Gentiles and Jews.

I don’t question Feldick’s faith or zeal for the Lord. Many of
his teachings are good. But some of his teachings seem designed
to cause people to think he has the inside track on truth.

No man fits that role.v

ARE THERE TWO DIFFERENT
GOSPELS? (Continued from page 14)

WHAT? YOU’RE STILL HERE?
If you were one of those believing the alleged “prophecy”

of Harold Camping that the Rapture would occur on May 21,
remember Jesus’ words: “The Son of Man comes at an hour
you do not suppose” (Luke 12:40).

We wonder if Camping will give a refund to those who gave
their life’s savings to purchase ads for his failed “prophecy.”
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So what if the only records we have of earthquakes go back
only to the second century? Recorded history does suggest a
pattern of increase in frequency and magnitude over the past
couple of millennia, and particularly over the past 100 years.

The U.S. Geological Survey (USGS) lists earthquakes with
50,000 or more deaths as far back as A.D. 856. They are in the
following list along with a number of other significant earth-
quakes with fewer deaths:

  856 Iran, Damghan – magnitude unknown – 200,000
  893 Iran, Ardabil– magnitude unknown 150,000
1138 Aleppo, Syria – magnitude unknown – 230,000
1268 Silicia, Asia Minor – magnitude unknown – 60,000
1290 Chihli, China – magnitude unknown – 100,000
1556 Shaanxi, China Earthquake – 8.0 est. – 830,000
1667 Caucasi, Shemakha –  magnitude unknown – 80,000
1693 Sicily, Italy – 7.5 – 60,000
1700 Cascadia – 9.0 sparsely populated
1727 Tabriz, Iran – magnitude unknown – 80,000
1755 Lisbon, Portugal 9.0 – 60,000+
1783 Calabria, Italy – magnitude unknown – 50,000
1811 New Madrid – 8.0+ sparsely populated
1906 San Francisco – 7.9 – 3,000
1908 Messina, Italy – 7.2 – 72,000
1948 Turkmenistan, USSR – 7.3 – 110,000
1957 Daly City, California – 5.3 no fatalities
1964 Alaska “Good Friday” – 8.6 – 115
1970 Chimbote, Peru – 7.9 – 70,000
1975 Haicheng – 7.0 – 2,000
1976 Tangshan – 7.5 – 830,000 estimated
1989 Loma Prieta – 6.9 – 66
1990 Western Iran – 7.4 – 50,000
1994 Northridge, California – 6.6 – 57
1995 Kobe – 6.9 – 5,500
2001 Olympia, Washington – 6.8 – no fatalities
2003 Bam, Iran – 6.7 – 30,000
2004 Sumatra – 9.0 – 230,000
2005 Kashmir, Pakistan – 7.6 – 86,000
2008 Eastern Sichuan, China – 7.9 – 87,587
2010 Haiti – 7.0 – 230,000
2011 Sendai, Japan – 9.0 – 25,000

We see that there were only two significant earthquakes in
the 9th century, one in the 12th century, two in the 13th century,
one in the 16th century, three in the 17th century, three in the
18th century and one in the 19th century. Then the number
increases dramatically to twelve in the 20th century, and seven in

the first 11 years of the 21st century. There have been 17 in the
past 100 years—a significant statistic, and more than half the list.

Might this be evidence that there is something to the Lord’s
prophecy? Is it possible that there is a spiritual dimension to the
history of the earth and mankind?

Which brings us to the spiritual factors involved in not only
earthquakes but all natural phenomena that cause disaster.

The earth—in truth, the entire universe—bears the marks of
Satan’s fall and the ensuing warfare. The chaos that man has
been able to observe through the science of astronomy reveals
terrible and great cataclysms occurring in deep space—black holes
that suck in entire star systems with such gravitational force that
not even light can escape; colliding galaxies millions of light years
in diameter; novae—the remnants of exploding stars. At the
center of our home galaxy, the Milky Way, is a black hole
devouring stars and, presumably, planets that encircle them.
How wonderful and horrible it all is.

The earth did not escape the celestial warfare that occurred
when Satan fell. Its surface is fragmented like a cracked egg. Was
this how it was intended when God created it? I think not.

But this is what God’s Word has to say about it:

And He said to Adam, “Because you have listened to
the voice of your wife, and have eaten from the tree of
which I commanded you, saying, “You shall not eat from
it,” the ground is cursed for your sake; you shall eat from
it in sorrow all the days of your life. It will also bring forth
for you thorns and thistles, and you shall eat the herb of
the field.” (Gen. 3:17-18)

In Noah’s time God destroyed the earth with a flood, the
effects of which are noticed today. Scientists marvel that they
find fossils of sea life at high altitudes. But if they believed the
Scriptures there would be no need to marvel.

Certainly there were other effects from Noah’s flood. The
saturated earth was no doubt remolded and reshaped to new
configurations. The earth bears evidence of great upheavals and
the movement of large plates that broke up the once super
continent of Pangea into the seven continents that exist today.

Since the fall of Adam, especially, the earth has been in great
turmoil, awaiting the day of the Lord’s return and the resurrec-
tion of the saints:

For the earnest expectation of the creation waits for
the manifestation of the sons of God.…For we know that
the whole creation groans and travails in pain together
until now. And not only they, but ourselves also, who
have the first fruits of the Spirit—even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the
redemption of our body. (Rom. 8:19-23)

In spite of the many Scriptures that reveal the events which
will occur at end of this age, there are skeptics within the Body
of Christ who mock the idea that earthquakes and other natural
disasters would increase in the last days.

They insist that the number of earthquakes have not
increased since the second century, but they offer no empirical

NATURAL
DISASTERS

(Continued from page 3)
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evidence to support that claim. But as we’ve seen, the USGS
does offer credible evidence to support the Lord’s prophecy.

They also claim that Jesus was revealed in “these last days,”
suggesting that “the last days” were when Jesus was on earth, and
apply to the end of the Old Covenant. They do not believe in
the Lord’s literal return to the earth, and those who do, suggest
that it will be upon the unveiling of the New Heavens and New
Earth—there will be no millennial Kingdom of Heaven on the
earth regardless of the Scriptures that clearly reveal it.

The skeptics do not understand that the Scriptures reveal a
number of “last days.”

Jacob gathered his sons to tell them what would happen to
them “in the last days.” He then prophesied to them their future
among their brethren, but there was no mention of “the last
days” as understood eschatologically. Those were the latter days,
or later times, of which he spoke to them.

Isaiah (2:2) also spoke of the last days, but his prophecy had
nothing to do with anyone other than Israel when the nation is
again restored during the Millennium.

And it shall come to pass in the last days, that the
mountain of YHWH’s house shall be established in the
top of the mountains and shall be exalted above the hills,
and all nations shall flow into it.

And many people shall go and say, “Come, and let us
go up to the mountain of YHWH—to the house of the
God of Jacob—and He will teach us of His ways, and we
will walk in His paths. For out of Zion shall go forth the
Law and the word of YHWH from Jerusalem.”

And He shall judge among the nations, and shall
rebuke many people. And they shall beat their swords
into plowshares, and their spears into pruning hooks.
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war any more.” (Isa. 2:2-4)

Surely this prophecy, iterated in greater detail in Micah 4:1-8,
has never been fulfilled. Nor does it apply to this present age; it
is yet future, and speaks of the Lord ruling from Jerusalem over
the whole earth.

Joel related that “afterward” (in the last days) God would
pour out His spirit upon all flesh, which occurred at Pentecost.
And it will occur again during the Millennium, because
“afterward” refers to the previous verses that describe the
Millennium.

Paul warned Timothy of apostasy in the last days, and
described those who were apostatizing even then (2 Tim. 3:1-9).

James sounds a lamentation against the ungodly rich who
heap treasure to themselves for the last days, which treasure will
be destroyed. He tells the saints to be patient until the coming
of the Lord.

And significant to the skeptics of today, Peter reminds the
saints to remember the words that were spoken by the prophets
and the apostles,

…knowing this first: that in the last days there shall come
scoffers, walking according to their own desires and
saying, “Where is the promise of His coming? For since

the fathers fell asleep all things continue as they were from
the beginning of the creation.”

For they are willfully ignorant of this: that by the
Word of God the heavens were from old times, and the
earth was standing out of the water and in the water.
Whereby the world that then was, being overflowed with
water, perished. But the heavens and the earth which are
now, are reserved by the same Word, held securely for
fire for the day of judgment and the damnation of
ungodly men.

But, beloved, do not be ignorant of this one thing:
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a
thousand years as one day. The Lord is not slack concern-
ing his promise (as some men count slackness) but is
patient toward us, not willing that any would perish, but
that all would come to repentance.

But the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the
night, in which the heavens shall pass away with a great
noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat; the
earth also and the works that are in it shall be burned up.

Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved,
what manner of persons ought you to be in all holy
conduct and godliness, looking for and eagerly awaiting
the coming of the Day of God, wherein the heavens, being
on fire, shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat?

Nevertheless, according to His promise we look for
new heavens and a new earth, wherein dwells righteous-
ness. (2 Peter 3:3-13)

Here Peter relates “the last days” with the New Heavens and
the New Earth. Does this mean that the Lord’s coming will
immediately herald the New Heavens and New Earth without a
millennial Kingdom of Heaven on earth prior? No, because there
are many Scriptures that foretell and describe that millennial
Kingdom. What it means is that the phrase “the last days” has
different meanings depending upon the particular prophecy to
which it is attached. Taking that into consideration it means any
time from the Messiah’s first coming until the end of the physical
universe as it currently exists. All the time leading up to the
Lord’s birth was preparation for the last days which would
include His ministry, the time of the Gentiles (our current age),
the millennial Kingdom which will be restored to believing Israel,
and the melting of the physical elements to be refurbished into
a new universe and new earth.

There will be no “last days” to the new creation which will
eternally be part of the Kingdom of God—a tribute to His
triumph over all evil for all time.

Regardless of the skeptics, both unbelievers and believers
who don’t believe that the Lord’s prophecies are for us today,
the truth remains that the end of this age approaches. The Lord
would not have given us the warnings that He did were it not
for a reason. He said there would be signs in the heavens and in
the earth heralding His coming again.

One thing is for certain: we’re not getting any further away
from it.v
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Dear Mr. Pitts,
Please allow me to respond to your article comparing the

perceived similarity between Islam and Christianity where their
sacred books are concerned. I would like to do so by offering a
paragraph-by-paragraph commentary on your commentary. I
have put your words in [bold] to contrast them with mine.

OK, put your books away. We’re having a pop quiz.
Below are four quotes. Each is from one of two

sources: the Bible or the Quran, although, just to make
things interesting, there’s also a chance all four are from
one book. Two were edited for length and one of those
was also edited to remove a religion-specific reference.
Your job: Identify the holy book of origin. Ready? Go:

• “...Wherever you encounter (nonbelievers), kill
them, seize them, besiege them, wait for them at every
lookout post ...”

• “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace
to the earth. I did not come to bring peace, but a sword.”

• “If your very own brother, or your son or daugh-
ter, or the wife you love, or your closest friend secretly
entices you, saying, ‘Let us go and worship other
gods’...do not yield to him or listen to him. Show him
no pity. Do not spare him or shield him. You must
certainly put him to death.”

• “Now kill all the boys. And kill every woman who
has slept with a man, but save for yourselves every girl
who has never slept with a man.”

All right, pens down. How did you do?
If you identified the first quote as being from the

Quran (9:5) and the other three as originating in the
Bible (Matthew 10:34, Deuteronomy 13:6-9, Numbers
31:17-18), I congratulate you on that degree in theology.
If I have guessed correctly, most people will not have
found it easy to place the quotes in their proper books.
If I have guessed correctly, most people will have found
a certain thematic similarity in them.

Yes, Leonard, I recognized all of them correctly. But if you
are implying that the thematic similarity is that both call for
indiscriminate destruction of one’s enemies (or of God’s ene-

mies) you are mistaken.
Please bear with me as we
continue.

Yes, there is a point
here: I wish people
would stop cherry-pick-
ing warlike quotes
from the Quran to
“prove” the evil of
Islam. You see this
stuff all over the Web.
Just a few days ago,
some anonymous
person, angry with me
for defending “Fascist/
Nazi Islam” the writer

says is trying to kill us all, sent me an email quoting
Quranic exhortations to violence to prove that Islam is
a “religion of hate and murder.”

One need not engage in “cherry-picking warlike quotes from
the Quran to ‘prove’ the evil of Islam.” The Quran is replete
with warlike quotes simply because Mohammed was a warrior—a
terrorist, if you will—who raided caravans and killed indiscrimi-
nately in order to fund the advancement of his religion. Islam
spread through the use of the sword. This is in contrast with true
Christianity (not the reprobate Holy Roman Empire and other
deceptive misrepresentations of the faith) that advanced through
the spreading of the Gospel of love that the Lord Jesus com-
manded His true disciples to take to the uttermost parts of the
earth. Unfortunately, men of reprobate minds have through the
centuries misused His name to further their own agendas. I don’t
believe you can find any fault in Him, any more than Pontius
Pilate could find.

Now, you may be thinking, “Yes, but the same could be said
about Islam; it’s been hijacked by professed Muslims who
disregard the true peaceful nature of the religion.” However, the
history of Islam from its inception is replete with violence.
Contrast Jesus’ words that His Kingdom is not of this world.
That’s why His true followers do not fight; our message is one
of love and peace through the Lord Jesus Christ at the risk of
our own lives without resistance. Peace to Muslims is lack of
resistance against Islam. One may have peace through enslave-
ment if necessary.

Your citation from the Quran needs no explanation. It was
always Mohammed’s intention to persecute through death or
slavery those who did not accept his religion.

Regarding the quotes from the Bible, perhaps I can shed
some light on the context out of which you took them (I notice
you stacked them 3 to 1):

1: From Matthew 10:32-36: When Jesus said He did not
come to bring peace but a sword, He wasn’t commanding His
disciples to wield swords against their enemies. He was prophe-
sying that His followers’ enemies would wield swords against
them—that there would be hatred of Him and those who follow

Our response to an Op-Ed piece in the Miami
Herald by Leonard Pitts, Jr. In which he

compared the Bible to the Quran as equally
condoning of violence against God’s enemies.

LEONARD PITTS, JR
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Him by those who do not receive Him as their Savior and Lord.
Here is the portion in its full context:

Therefore, whoever will confess Me before men, I will
also confess him before my Father who is in Heaven. But
whoever will deny Me before men, I will also deny him
before my Father who is in Heaven.

Do not think that I have come to send peace on earth;
I did not come to send peace, but a sword, because I have
come to set a man at variance against his father, and the
daughter against her mother, and the daughter in law
against her mother-in-law.

And a man’s enemies shall be those of his own
household.

History has proven this true, particularly among the early
Jewish believers in Jesus who were cast out of their homes and
persecuted in many ways, even to death. Still today, many (not
all) Jews who come to faith in Jesus are considered dead by their
relatives. Yet Jesus’ message for His disciples is to love our
enemies, and to do good to those who spitefully use us. You will
not find any such message in the Quran; just the opposite.

2: From Deuteronomy 13:6-9: YHWH God gave this
command to Israel whom He wanted to preserve as a people
dedicated only to Him. He understood how susceptible they were
to idolatry, and the false gods were devils, or demons
(Deuteronomy 32:17; Revelation 9:20), who ruled over the
nations that warred against Israel. In order to spare the people
as a whole from the seduction of those devils He had to institute
harsh measures. Yet He also said that He took no pleasure in
the destruction of His enemies (Ezekiel 18:31-32). He did not
order indiscriminate killing of people. The death penalty was for
traitors within Israel who would lead the people to surrender to
the spiritual powers of the other nations.

Nor was Israel allowed to bother any nation outside the
boundaries of the Promised Land that, yes, He commanded them
to conquer.

3: From Numbers 31:17-18: This was a command to kill all
the men and boys of Jericho, and the women who had slept with
men and who therefore might bear children to be raised among
the Israelites. Now, I don’t expect you to understand this, or
even to accept it, but there was a very good reason for this. It
had to do with the pollution of the human race.

Space doesn’t allow for me to go into great detail, so I will
state briefly the case for this command and cite some Scriptural
passages to illumine it.

In several places in Scripture we learn that certain strong
men, very tall, called “giants,” were in the Land God commanded
Israel to conquer. It is not said that they lived outside the Land.
Evidently this race of giants had settled in Jericho and surround-
ing territories encompassed within the Promised Land. These
were evil hybrids that resulted from the breeding of fallen angels
with women. Here are a few of the Scriptures that will shed light
on this situation:

Genesis 6:4-5:

“There were giants in the earth in those days [prior to
Noah’s Flood], and also after that, when the sons of God
[angels or messengers – Job 1:6; 2:1] came in to the
daughters of men, and they bore children to them. These
became mighty men which were of ancient times, men of
renown. And YHWH saw that the wickedness of man was
great in the earth, and that every imagination of the
thoughts of his heart was only evil continually.”

Numbers 13:33 (The report of the Israelite men sent to spy
out Jericho):

“And there we saw the giants, the sons of Anak, who
come from the giants, and we were in our own sight like
grasshoppers, and so we were in their sight.”

Deut 3:8-13 (Describing the land taken by the Israelites and
how the giants had occupied the land):

“And we took at that time out of the hand of the two
kings of the Amorites the land that was on this side of
Jordan, from the river of Arnon to Mount Hermon
(which Hermon the Sidonians call Sirion; and the
Amorites call it Shenir)—all the cities of the plain, and all
Gilead, and all Bashan, to Salchah and Edrei—cities of
the kingdom of Og in Bashan.

“For only Og, king of Bashan, remained of the
remnant of giants. Look, his bedstead was a bedstead of
iron. Is it not in Rabbath of the children of Ammon? Its
length was nine cubits [about 14 ft. long], and its width
was four cubits [about 6 ft. wide] after the cubit of a man
[the length between the elbow and tip of the middle finger
on the average man].

“And this land, which we possessed at that time, from
Aroer, which is by the river Arnon, and half Mount
Gilead, and its cities I gave to the Reubenites and to the
Gadites.

“And the rest of Gilead, and all Bashan, being the
kingdom of Og, I gave to the half tribe of Manasseh—all
the region of Argob, with all Bashan, which was called
the land of giants .

One reason Noah was spared from destruction with the rest
of mankind during the great Flood was not only his righteous-
ness before God, but that he was “perfect in his generations.”
That is, there was no trace of hybrid blood in him. There may
have been others who were perfect in their generations, but none
of them could be found righteous before God. The whole earth
had become corrupted, largely because of this race of hybrid
giants. After the second attempt to pollute the human race the
angels that did not keep their first estate were bound in the abyss
so they could not again pollute mankind:

Jude 5-7:

I will remind you, therefore, though you once knew
this, how the Lord, having saved the people out of the
land of Egypt, afterward destroyed those who did not
believe.
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And the angels who did not retain their first estate,
but left their own habitation, he has reserved in everlast-
ing chains under darkness until the judgment of the great
day, even as Sodom and Gomorrah, and the cities around
them, in the same way, giving themselves over to fornica-
tion and going after alien flesh, are set forth as an
example, suffering the vengeance of eternal fire.

No doubt this sounds too fantastic to you. But that is because
you are not a student of Scripture; you take it as a man-made,
fallible series of stories too difficult to either understand or
accept as truth. You read it with the eyes of an unregenerate man,
not through the eyes of one who has been born from above by
the Spirit of God. These things are spiritually discerned; they
cannot be understood by anyone who is not given understanding
by God’s Holy Spirit.

Please do not be offended; I don’t say this to imply any
superior attainment of holiness on my part. This is a matter of
one receiving the grace of God offered through the name of
Yeshua—Jesus the Christ (anointed One of God), who is the
Word of God (John 1:1-14).

Rather, I offer you these explanations in the hope that you
will desire to learn more of God’s truth and gain understanding
of His Word, not so you can be puffed up with knowledge as
some have done in misusing His Word, but so that you may
examine your own heart and come to the realization that you
need Him as your Savior and Lord, too.

You will not find salvation in any institution of man; you
will find it only in the person of Jesus Christ. All churches are
the invention of man; Jesus said He would build His ecclesia—His
“called out” body of believers who would serve Him in love and
truth. Many of His called-out are in the institutions called
churches, but not everyone in the churches (including many
pastors and other leaders) are among the true called-out of Jesus.
Nor do I wish to point you to any church, but only to the person
of Jesus Christ. God does not live in temples made by human
hands; he lives within the true believers who seek to live by His
commands—which commands are predicated upon love for all,
even our enemies.

My appeal to you is that you not dismiss this response as
unworthy of consideration, but that you search the Scriptures
to see if what I tell you is the truth. But you must search them
with a pure heart desirous of knowing the truth so that you can
serve the truth, not so you may consider yourself more learned
or understanding than others.

As rhetorical devices go, it is a cheap parlor trick, a
con job to fool the foolish and gull the gullible and for
anyone who has spent quality time with the Bible, its
shortcomings should be obvious.

If not, see the pop quiz again. The Quran is hardly
unique in its admonitions to take up the sword.

No, but it is unique in that it calls for Muslims to take up
the sword against everyone who is not submitted to Allah.
“Islam” means “submission,” and particularly submission to the
god whom Mohammed commands everyone to worship.

The Bible’s commands to take up the sword were for ancient
Israel only, and then only within the confines of the Promised
Land in order to purge it of the evil that threatened to again
pollute the lineage of man. And, of course, Israel was allowed to
defend itself against those who would attack her, which is every
people’s right.

It is not my intention here to parse any of those
troubling quotes. Let us leave it to religious scholars to
contextualize them, to explain how they square with the
contention that Islam and Christianity are religions of
peace. For our purposes, it is sufficient to note that,
while both Christian and Muslim scholars will offer that
context and explanation, only Christians can be assured
of being taken at their word when they do.

I don’t think this is fair to your readers. Religious scholars
are not the only ones who must contextualize these things.
Otherwise anyone can mislead others by taking out of context
certain portions that seem to bolster their position. This is how
cults and false religions develop. And it is how political pundits
manipulate their constituents to believe something other than
the truth. People tend to trust those they perceive as knowledge-
able, and most often do not do their own study to determine
truth.

Islam is certainly not a religion of peace. Every conflict
currently taking place throughout the earth involves Islam.
Sometimes it’s one faction of Islam against another faction of
Islam. And the threat of terrorism in virtually every nation today
does not come from Christianity but from Islam.

Wherever such conflict may arise through the actions of
professed Christians it is contrary to the message of Christ. (And
to set the record straight, Hitler was not a Christian, as he is
often portrayed; he was a follower of the occult mysteries
surrounding Germanic myth.)

Islam’s wars are not contrary to the message of Mohammed.
To think otherwise is naiveté that leaves one in a position of
vulnerability. For a nation to be persuaded to think otherwise
leaves the nation vulnerable. Your influence over the thinking
of perhaps tens of millions of readers through syndication of
your column bears a great responsibility that should not be
administered with such a cavalier attitude against an enemy that
has consistently professed designs of destruction against every
non-Muslim nation, and particularly against the United States
and Israel.

Christians get the benefit of the doubt. Muslims get
Glenn Beck asking a Muslim congressman to “prove to
me that you are not working with our enemies.”

I am no fan of Glenn Beck, but in view of the soft attitude
of peaceful Muslims toward radical Islamic terrorism, that is a
legitimate question for someone holding a position of authority
within the federal government. If the congressman were a
skinhead I’d ask him the same question.

Because Christianity is regarded as a known—and a
norm. Muslims, meantime, have been drafted since
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Sept. 11, 2001, to fulfill the nation's obsessive, historic,
paranoiac and ongoing need to rally against an enemy
within. We lost the Commies, but along came the
Islamofascists. The names change. The endless capacity
for irrational panic remains the same.

The words “obsessive” and “paranoiac” are pejorative. When
a nation has suffered a calamity such as 9/11, and has consis-
tently had to intercept other attempts at terrorism, albeit perhaps
of a lesser nature, it has every right to at least approach obsessive-
ness with a movement whose founder has commanded his
followers to conquer the earth for his religion. Paranoia is an
irrational fear of such attempts. There is no irrationality to the
fear of further attacks. That’s why responsible government leaders
are working to ensure that such things don’t happen again. What
do you suppose would be the consequences if our government
decided it was paranoia to keep the safeguards in place?

As in people who send out emails insisting upon the
rightness of holding over a billion people — that bears
repeating: "over a billion people" — responsible for the
actions of, what ... ? A few hundred? A few thousand?

No, Mr. Pitts, it is not a few thousand; it is hundreds of
thousands, perhaps millions, not of outright terrorists, but
including their sympathizers and apologists who keep the masses
ignorant of the true intent of Islam according to not only
terrorists, but mainstream Muslims: the conquest of the world
and the ultimate subjugation of mankind to the religion of Islam.
Whether that intent is engaged in through terrorism, education,
proselytization, or any other means, the goal is the same.

Do you think the number, one billion, lends legitimacy to
Islam? If anything that should cause us all the more concern.

Yes, there are nominal Muslims, just as there are nominal
Christians, but if you want to know the true face of Islam, live
in a Muslim nation for a time. There you will see how non-
Muslims are really looked upon and, in many cases persecuted.

Now, to be fair, I’d say the same thing about Catholicism,
the religion into which I was born, and out of which I proceeded
when I gave my life to Christ. Go to a Catholic country,
particularly in earlier centuries, and you will see a different
Catholicism than you will see here in the predominantly
non-Catholic United States. Yet, also to be fair, Catholics in
Catholic countries today are not as militant as Muslims in
Muslim countries. Nor is any sect of Christianity nearly as
militant as many Islamic sects.

Even moderate Muslims will not speak out against Muslim
terrorists, either out of fear or out of secret affinity for them. For
that reason you cannot trust Muslims to be truthful about the
intent of Islam; it is not a religion of peace; it was born in warfare.
True faith in Jesus compels His followers to obey His command
to love our neighbors as ourselves and to love our enemies.

Yes, we fail at times to live up to His commands, but that
doesn’t negate the difference between faith in Him and faith in
Allah—the pagan moon god that Mohammed adapted to his
imaginative religious zealotry.

Some of us use lies, exaggerations and rhetorical
gobbledygook to instill in the rest of us that irrational
panic they breathe like air. Yes, it is only sensible to fear
the threat we face from terrorism. But panicked,
irrational people are capable of anything.

Might be wise if we chose to fear that, too.

I’m glad to see you say that it is only sensible to fear the threat
we face from terrorism. Glad, that is, for those outside true faith
in Jesus Christ. I do not fear terrorism; I do not fear Islam. My
Protector is the Lord Jesus Christ, and if I suffer for Him, or if
He allows me to undergo some unpleasant fate as the result of
these things, I know it will work for my spiritual good. My love
for Muslims, Jews, atheists, and others demands that I try as
much as possible to share with them the opportunity for the
peace that passes all understanding that is available only through
a personal relationship with the Creator, the Word of God who
became flesh and paid the penalty for my sins and yours.

I will leave you with that for the time being. If I may be of
any help to you, please don’t hesitate to call upon me. Thank
you for indulging me with your time in reading this.

Sincerely,

Al Dager
PO Box 290
Redmond, WA 98073-0290
(425) 392-1719

To date I’ve received no response, but in fairness, this is a
man who must receive tons of mail. Who knows if this even got
past his mail room staff.

Leonard Pitts, Jr. is  a novelist and a Pulitzer Prize-winning
journalist. His writing exhibits a definite anti-white and anti-
Christian bias, yet he is highly acclaimed within his field of
journalism.

The Body of Christ
on earth has suffered a
great loss with the
passing of our beloved
brother David Wilker-
son. David was taken in
a head-on crash on a
Texas highway on April
27. His radio broadcasts
and printed devotionals
have blessed many since
he began his ministry of
evangelism. His most
famous convert to the
faith is Nicky Cruz
whose testimony is
found in Wilkerson’s book, The Cross and the Switchblade.

He will be greatly missed.v
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When the year 100 A.D. turned, it was not as huge a
deal as some may think. For starters, the world,
including the Body of Christ, was not yet basing its

calendar on the birthdate of Jesus. In effect for the known world
at that time was the Julian calendar which began in 45 B.C. It
was a revision of the Roman calendar under Julius Caesar,
converting from a lunar to a solar calendric system. The old
Roman calendar had undergone a number of revisions from the
time of the founding of Rome to Julius Caesar. It would be over
one-and-one-half millennia before the Julian calendar would be
replaced by the Gregorian calendar which is used virtually
worldwide today.

The difference between the Julian and Gregorian calendars
is not so significant that it would throw off the dating of
historical events by too large a margin. The purpose of the change
under Pope Gregory XIII in 1582 was to correct the inaccuracy
of the Julian calendar that gained one day every 134 years. By
1582 it was 10 days out of sync with the solar cycles, throwing
off the Roman Catholic celebration of Easter as it related to the
spring equinox.

Yet over 1,000 years prior to Gregory XIII a Roman Catholic
monk by the name of Dionysius Exiguus (“Dennis the Small,
meaning “humble”), residing in Rome, developed the Anno
Domini year numbering while calculating the date for Easter. He
was no obscure figure, but was a well-educated member of the
Roman Curia, the administrative arm of the papacy. Dionysius
translated hundreds of ecclesiastical canons, including the decrees
of the councils of Nicaea, Constantinople, Chalcedon and Sardis.
His writings still guide Roman Catholic administrations.

We may visit this issue again when we deal with the 6th and
16th centuries A.D. I mention this now merely to illustrate that
to the Roman world the year that we know as A.D. 100 was just
another year—ca. 853 A.U.C. (Ab Urbe Condita, "from the
foundation of the city” [Rome]), used mostly by modern histori-
ans to relate events from 753 B.C., the traditional dating of the
founding of Rome by Romulus and Remus. The ancient Romans
dated their years according to the times of emperors and/or the
two consuls who reigned at a given time.

So the year A.D. 100 held no particular importance to the
people living at the time. It is only since the A.D. dating system
that centuries and millennia have held much importance. For
some reason mankind attaches mystical properties to the turning
of centuries and millennia, even though dating has largely been
arbitrary according to specific civilizations. (The Hebrew calendar
is probably the only exception, likely used from before the time
of Moses and based on the assumed time of the creation of
Adam.) History records expectations of cataclysmic occurrences—
the end of the world, doomsday, natural disasters, societal
breakdown, and other apocalyptic scenarios. Much of this is
based on superstition surrounding astrological calculations. The
fact that man’s calendars have always been based not only on
astronomical observations but also on astrological assumptions
most likely plays a part in these unfounded fears. That alone is
sufficient evidence of anti-Christ’s imposition of pagan influ-
ences in the world’s functioning. What is of concern is that
Christianity—particularly influenced by Roman Catholicism and
its inheritance of the Roman pagan religio-political system—also
functions largely on superstition.

By the time one hundred years had passed from the estimated
date of the Lord’s birth, superstition had increased within the
assemblies that had been birthed through the work of the
apostles and their successors. The simplicity of faith in Christ
had already begun to give way to the religious spirit that suggested
the only way to express that faith was through ritual and
submission to hierarchical authority.

The deception started slowly, of course. But its growth would
be exponential, increasing rapidly over time until it came to
dominate the vast majority of those who claimed to believe in
Jesus. Before we examine how the faith fared during this time
we will turn our attention to the world at large.

The early part of the second century saw Rome at its peak
under Emperor Trajan who extended the empire further to the
Middle East. Roman trading posts reached from the southwest
coast of India to the southern edge of the Sahara. Human
industriousness took strides that saw inventiveness begin to
increase. In A.D. 100, Italy became the first country to use
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under-the-floor heating, and Hero of Alexandria developed a
machine that demonstrated the power of steam; In 105 the
Chinese first used paper made of vegetable fibers; around 120
the Chinese scientist, Chang Heng, invented the seismograph
to record the strength of earthquakes; In 122 the Roman
emperor Hadrian built Hadrian’s Wall to stop the Picts of
Scotland from invading Britain.

PERSECUTION OF BELIEVERS
In spite of the Gospel’s reach into virtually the entire known

world, anti-Christ still held sway over the vast majority of
mankind which he used to oppose the Gospel wherever it went.
Persecution of Christians continued under the Roman Empire,
but it was an on-again-off-again affair depending upon who was
emperor at the time. Vespasian, late in the first century, was not
inclined to persecute the Jews and Christians for failing to
worship the Roman gods, but his son Trajan, who reigned from
98 to 117, did so. Although regarded by Medieval Christian
theologians as a virtuous pagan, and counted by historian
Edward Gibbon as the second among Rome’s “Five Good
Emperors,” Trajan declared Christianity illegal and consented
to persecution of Christians. His edict stated that Christians
were not to be sought out, but punished if the charge against
them of being Christians was proven. Following isTrajan’s reply
to Pliny the Younger’s letter (10.96) in which Pliny as governor
of Bithynia et Pontus province in 110 described his execution
and other forms of persecution of Christians:

“You observed proper procedure, my dear Pliny, in
sifting the cases of those who had been denounced to you
as Christians. For it is not possible to lay down any
general rule to serve as a kind of fixed standard. They are
not to be sought out; if they are denounced and proved
guilty, they are to be punished, with this reservation, that
whoever denies that he is a Christian and really proves it,
that is, by worshiping our gods...shall obtain pardon
through repentance.” (Pliny the Younger, Letters 10.97)

The Roman emperors were charged with protecting the
culture of Rome, which included their pantheon of gods.
Anti-Christ used this in an attempt to stamp out faith in Jesus.
But it wasn’t only the emperors who were moved to destroy faith
in Jesus. Eusebius records in his Ecclesiastical History (5.1.7) that
during the reign of Marcus Aurelius (161-180) civilian mobs,
often mobilized by religious sects, assaulted, robbed and stoned
Christians. During Marcus Aurelius’ tenure there occurred the
Persecution in Lyon, Gaul (ancient France), where Christians
were forbidden from public areas including the marketplaces.
Mobs attacked the Christians, and the authorities imprisoned
them, eventually killing all but those who recanted.

Not all executions were instigated by Roman authorities or
mobs. Many early Christians, thinking they would obtain a better
resurrection, actually sought to be put to death for their faith,
prompting Roman authorities to try hard to avoid Christians.
In 185 the proconsul of Asia, Arrius Antoninus, was approached
by a group of Christians who demanded to be executed. The
proconsul obliged some of them and sent the rest away, saying

that if they wanted to kill themselves there was plenty of rope
available or cliffs from which they could jump off. i

Nor was it solely through the Roman imperial system that
anti-Christ persecuted Christians unto death. Pagan and Jewish
religious leaders of all stripes were jealous of their positions of
authority and control over the masses. They were not inclined
to surrender themselves or their constituents to what they
considered a new religion invading their territory. Persecution
continued increasing the more the Gospel went forth. By the
turn of the century all the original twelve apostles, with the
possible exception of John, had fallen asleep in the Lord, most
of them martyred for the faith. It was left to those whom they
entrusted with the souls of the saints to be faithful to the call.
Some discharged their duties admirably; others failed, succumb-
ing to the seduction of anti-Christ who often came as an angel
of light, his ministers appearing as ministers of righteousness.

We should pause for a moment to remind our readers that
the history of anti-Christ is a record of conflict between Satan
and his minions against the creator God, YHWH, and His saints
and angels. Every nation and territory has over it spiritual entities
that work on behalf of either side. We read in Daniel 10 of how
there are superior principalities who rule over the major king-
doms of the world. Daniel records a vision in which he saw a
heavenly visitor who had come in response to Daniel’s desire to
understand the things of God. This visitor spoke of two spiritual
principalities—the prince of Persia who was to give way to the
prince of Greece. Some believe this visitor was the angel Gabriel;
others say He was the pre-incarnate Son of God, Jesus (cp. Rev.
1:12-16). In any case, this visitor revealed that there are indeed
principalities that rule in the heavens, and that there is warfare
among them for dominion over the earthly kingdoms.

We are reminded of Paul’s words to the Ephesians that we
do not struggle against men, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual evil in high places (Eph. 6:12).

The objective of Anti-Christ is to unite all mankind in
rebellion against the creator God, YHWH. That has been the
purpose in the anti-Christ spirit inspiring man to attempt to
conquer the world. Those men did it for their own glory,
unaware of the spiritual forces directing them. But each has
succeeded in turn because God’s time for the end of this age has
not yet come. When it does come the final kingdom of the
Anti-Christ—the revived final kingdom of Daniel’s vision—will
succeed in uniting mankind to oppose the Lord when He returns.

In contrast, the Lord has deigned that His people should be
united in their affection for Him and for one another. It is only
within the Kingdom of Heaven that men can truly be united
regardless of race or national origin. Even the United States of
America, the greatest attempt of man to achieve unity, has failed
to bring true unity. This is because true unity can come only
through the spirit; the flesh cannot achieve it. This is why the
final empire will also fail; it will be a mixture of iron and clay
(Dan. 2:33-45) which cannot adhere. It will be destroyed by the
Kingdom of Heaven with the coming of the Lord (Rev. 11:15).
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For believers on earth our goal in fellowship must be unity
in the bonds of love. That is the Lord’s command, and for good
reason. It is the only way we can stand in the face of the evil that
threatens to destroy us as representatives of our Lord’s Kingdom.

What has escaped so many believers in Jesus is that our time
on this earth is a time of warfare against these spiritual forces of
anti-Christ. Unless we comprehend that truth we will be
ineffective for the Kingdom of God, and many will live lives of
spiritual defeat and shipwrecked faith. The enemy targets us in
our assemblies, attempting to create division in order to render
us powerless against his wiles. Without the love that the Lord
commands, we will succumb to faithlessness.

This is the primary message behind the letters from the
apostles to the assemblies: love one another; stand firm for the
Kingdom of Heaven; do not give in to factions; let no one have
preeminence except to esteem others better than ourselves.

And this is how faithless Christians, either oblivious of this
truth or unwilling to face it, from the very beginning began to
surrender spiritual ground to the anti-Christ. The further time
passed from the apostles’ direct influence, the further away from
the truth of God’s Word and from the purity of the faith the
assemblies began to stray.

Yet in the midst of persecution, the influences of Gnostic
and Ebionite heresies and other attempts by anti-Christ to
destroy faith in the Messiah, there remained faithful brethren,
many of whom gave their lives for the faith.

Here, some two millennia from the time of Jesus, we tend to
look upon the early assemblies as models of spiritual perfection,
loving brotherhood and pure faith. Yet if the apostles had to
constantly guard the assemblies and issue letters of conviction
and correction, would we expect the assemblies to be more
perfect upon the apostles’ deaths? Not if the anti-Christ spirit
that had begun to invade the assemblies at their inception could
help it.

So we see in the second century an increase in the spiritual
warfare that was now waged, not merely for the kingdoms of the
world, but for the Kingdom of Heaven—the souls of the saints
who were charged with manifesting the Kingdom of Heaven on
earth. Yet God has never been without knowledge and under-
standing of that struggle and how even regenerate men must
continually wage warfare against their own flesh which would
hamper them, let alone against the world and the devil.

Man’s flesh tempts him to sin by inordinate desire for the
things that satisfy the flesh—everything from illicit sex, alcohol,
drugs, even good things like food that may be used to feed the
sin of gluttony, or comforts that may cause him to become lazy,
even slothful.

The world tempts man with promises of riches, power and
esteem in the sight of others.

The devil tempts man through vain philosophies and deceit,
even within the framework of the true faith.

All these must be overcome if we are to remain faithful to
the Lord and productive in serving Him. Unfortunately, the
history of Christianity is more a history of failure in all these
areas than it is a history of triumph. But for our Father’s help

through His Holy Spirit guiding us by His written Word we
would have no chance of succeeding.

So we see in the second century a continuation of the onslaught
by anti-Christ to destroy the Gospel. And men both inside and
outside the Body of Christ would be complicit in that plot.

On the one hand the Jews considered the followers of Jesus,
both Jew and Gentile, as aliens to their religion that had devolved
into rabbinical Judaism. And rightly so they considered them
thus. After all, Jesus’ greatest conflicts in His earthly ministry
came at the hand of the religious leaders of the Jews. By the time
He appeared, the faith of Abraham and the Law of Moses had
been so convoluted by the traditions of the Jews that it was hardly
recognizable to them. When Jesus brought clarity to them, only
a minority from among the Jews believed in Him, and many of
them eventually fell away when His sayings became too hard for
them. The hatred that followed Jesus and His apostles did not
abate during the second century.

Yet even as late as the Bar Kokhba Revolt (A.D. 132-136),
Messianic Jews were still considered a minor sect of Judaism
because of their roots in the Old Covenant. Most historians
attribute the schism between the rabbinic Jews and Messianic
Jews to Simon bar Kokhba being acclaimed as the Messiah who
would restore Israel’s glory. The Messianic Jews knew that Jesus
is the Messiah, and had to make a clean break from the rest of
Jewry rather than follow the masses that championed bar Kokhba.

Although bar Kokhba succeeded in establishing independent
Jewish rule over parts of Judea for over two years, the Roman
army eventually crushed the rebellion and barred Jews from
Jerusalem, allowing them access only to celebrate Tisha B’Av—the
ninth day of the month Av commemorating the destruction of
both the first and second temples.

Now that the Jews again possess Jerusalem even in their
current state of unbelief, the stage is set for the Lord’s return.
The only thing that remains is for the man of sin, the son of
perdition, also called the Anti-Christ, to be revealed (2 Thess.
2:1-3).

The Jewish revolts of the second century brought much
suffering upon the Jews. The minor victories they attained and
the constant rebellion against Roman rule caused the emperor
Hadrian to wage a campaign of ethnic cleansing against the Jews.
He prohibited the Hebrew calendar to be used, and did not allow
the Jews to function under the Law of Moses. Many Judaic
scholars were executed, and the sacred scroll, the Torah, was
burned. He erected two statues where the temple sanctuary had
formerly stood—one of Jupiter, and another of himself. To
complete the cleansing he replaced the names of Judaea and
Israel with Syria Palaestina after the Philistines.

From the destruction of the temple in A.D. 70 until the
Six-Day War in 1967 when Israel annexed East Jerusalem,
Jerusalem has been in the hands of anti-Christ pagan rulers with
the exception of bar Kokhba’s brief victory (and even bar Kokhba
could be named among the anti-Christs). And no wonder.
Anti-Christ knows that the prophecies pertaining to the Lord’s
Second Coming clearly reveal that the Jews would possess
Jerusalem at the time. The prophecy recorded in Luke 21:12-24
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relates to the destruction of Jerusalem in A.D. 70 until the
coming of the Lord. It states that Jerusalem would be trodden
underfoot by the Gentiles until the time of the Gentiles has been
completed. For some two millennia anti-Christ has managed to
prevent the Jews from being placed in that position, rightly
supposing that as long as the Jews did not possess Jerusalem
Christ cannot return without failing His own prophecies.

Anti-Christ could be seen on both sides of the Jewish revolt
against the Romans. He stirred up the unbelieving Jews to create
the conditions that would bring down the wrath of the Roman
Empire upon them, resulting in the Gentiles occupying Jerusa-
lem for some 2,000 years. He stirred up the Roman emperors to
try to wipe out the Jewish nation, which would effectively prevent
the redemption of Israel and the return of the true Messiah. All
the while Christians were being persecuted from both sides in
anti-Christ’s campaign against the Gospel.

The pagan world was no less culpable than the Jews in
attempting to destroy the Gospel. It, too, sought to destroy faith
in Christ, and it was through the introduction of significant
heresies that the assemblies faced the most insidious threat to
their faith.

HERESIES OF THE SECOND CENTURY
The second century saw the faith become decentralized from

Jerusalem where the apostles first guided the fledgling commu-
nity of believers in Jesus. It was the era of what modern
theologians call the “Apostolic Fathers,” who are said to have
been students of the original twelve apostles. Prominent among
these was Ignatius of Antioch, also known as Theophorus
(“God-bearer”) (ca. 35 B.C. – A.D. 108). Ignatius is considered
the progenitor of sacramentalism and hierarchical ecclesiology,
applying the word “bishop” to the Greek term episkopou (1Tim.
3:2; Tit. 1:7). Whereas the simple application of the word was
one of “overseer,” and the practice of overseeing was adminis-
tered by a plurality of elders, Ignatius’ concept of bishop was that
of one possessing hierarchical, even monarchical authority. This
would devolve into the clergy-laity model that has permeated
Christianity from that time until today. It would be two more
centuries before formal institutionalism via Roman Catholicism
would enshrine the title “bishop” as representative of a ruling
class within Christianity. In A.D. 115, while being taken to Rome
for his execution, Ignatius wrote letters to various assemblies
stressing the importance of the bishop as indispensable, and
whose authority was absolute.

In spite of this shortcoming on the part of Ignatius, he went
to his death for his faith, and never denied Christ. It may be said
that his purpose largely rested on a desire to combat other serious
heresies that were threatening the faith.

A contemporary of Ignatius, Polycarp, who was named
bishop of Smyrna, assumed the authoritarian role that Ignatius
promoted. In A.D. 156 Polycarp, like Ignatius, was also martyred
for his faith.

Lest we judge these men too harshly we must also consider
their zeal in combating other serious heresies that began spring-
ing up during their time. Among those promoting what would
come to be called heretical teachings were Marcion of Sinope,

Valentinus, Montanus, Basilides, Carpcrates, Tatian, and others
lesser-known.

Marcion of Sinope (ca. 85-160) was said by Hippolytus to be
the son of the bishop of Sinope in Pontus. Around the middle
of the second century he developed his particular theology which
became known as Marcionism. Marcion found himself in
conflict with the “bishops” of Rome who were even then
beginning to assume authority over the assemblies at large, and
was eventually excommunicated by them.

Central to Marcionism was a dualist system of belief based
on the teaching that the God of the Torah was not the same God
Jesus proclaimed as His Father. In his Antitheses, he contrasted
what he called the “Demiurge” of the Old Testament with the
heavenly Father of the New Testament. Marcion believed that
Jesus’ teachings of love and mercy were incompatible with the
actions of the God of the Torah who Marcion believed was a
jealous tribal deity of the Jews, and whose Law was based on
reciprocal justice. Marcion failed to see the love and mercy of
YHWH within the teachings of the prophets.

Additionally, Marcion taught that Jesus was the son of the
heavenly Father, but he held a docetic understanding of the
Lord’s incarnation. That is, he believed Jesus’ body to be merely
an imitation of a material body—an illusion—a belief held by
Gnostics. Yet he also believed that Jesus paid the price for
mankind’s sins through His crucifixion and death.

Valentinus (ca. 100-ca. 160) founded a school in Rome that
taught a form of Christian Gnosticism. He was said to be a
candidate for bishop in Rome but started his own sect when
another was selected.

Valentinus developed a theology that espoused three distinct
groups of people—spiritual, psychical, and material. Only his
followers were considered of a spiritual nature, able to receive
the knowledge (gnosis) that would allow them to return to the
divine Pleroma—the totality of the divine nature. (This is similar
to the Mormon doctrine of attainable godhood.) The psychical
people (unenlightened Christians) would attain a lesser form of
salvation; those of a material nature (pagans and Jews) were
doomed to perish.

The extent of these fates is not fully understood due to the
scant physical remains of Valentinus’ writings. Most of what is
known of his teachings is found in the writings of his disciples
and his opponents.

The teachings of Marcion and Valentinus fell within the
scope of Gnosticism.

Montanus developed a theology called by his disciples “New
Prophecy.” He held to the basic tenets of Christianity, but
because of his emphasis on ongoing revelation and prophecy
outside the parameters of the Scriptures he was regarded as a
heretic. He and his two female colleagues, Prisca and Maximilla,
claimed to receive direct revelations from the Holy Spirit, and
spoke in ecstatic trances. Montanus would often speak as an
oracle of God, sometimes in the first person as God. This led
some to misunderstand him as claiming to be God. (This would
be akin to several of today’s word-faith and new wave doctrines.)
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Montanus’ New Prophecy enjoyed the endorsement of
Tertullian, famous for his defense of the Trinitarian doctrine in
his Against Praxeas. Tertullian is known as “the father of Latin
Christianity” and “the founder of Western theology” which
developed into the Latin Rite of Roman Catholicism.

In all these teachings, and others, we see many attempts by
anti-Christ to subvert the purity of faith in Jesus. It was because
of such diabolical attempts to subvert the faith that well-meaning
men were impelled toward developing a systematized set of
beliefs that became the foundation for “orthodox  Christianity.”
This eventually developed into the establishment of church law
and the structuring of Roman Catholicism which, because of its
imperial power and military might, went virtually unchallenged
by any large segment of Christianity until the Protestant Refor-
mation.

So we see how anti-Christ first introduces spiritual error,
laying the groundwork for correction—which correction itself
becomes spiritual error through its overreaction to the original
spiritual error.

It was a desire to correct such serious errors that the earliest
so-called “Church Fathers” came to replace the apostles as the
source for spiritual truth. These included Ignatius of Antioch,
Irenaeus, Justin Martyr, and Polycarp. To establish the authority
of the Roman Church a lineage of bishops who operated in
Rome was developed into what the Roman Catholic Church
offers as a historical link to Peter as the first pope.

There is no scriptural or historical evidence that Peter was
ever in Rome, and the earliest records trace back to a list of
Roman bishops that existed in the time of Pope Eleutherus (ca.
174-189). Yet the Roman Catholic Church developed its papal
lineage beginning with Peter and continuing through the first
and second centuries by the following:

Linus (67-76); Anacletus (76-88); Clement I (88-97); Evaristus
(97-105); Alexander I (105-115); Sixtus (115-125); Telesphorus
(125-136); Hyginus (136-140); Pius I (140-155); Anicetus (155-
166); Soter (166-175); Eleutherius (175-189); Victor I (189-199).

No one should doubt that these were pious men who believed
they had the responsibility to preserve the faith against heresies.
But what was developing was a different heresy—a hierarchical
system of fallible men who took it upon themselves to be the
spiritual authority over the Lord’s people. This was also a time
of persecution and turmoil that threatened the stability of the
assemblies and the lives of the saints. Men of learning within the
assemblies were expected to give guidance and to help ensure
that no one would be found guilty of denying Christ or
introducing teachings counter to the accepted orthodoxy. But
one evil was being replaced by another, far more insidious, evil
that would keep much of Christianity in the dark and subject to
the authoritarian imperial rule of the popes up to this present
time. Thus the role of Shepherd of the ecclesia would eventually
be passed from Jesus to the pope of Rome as the “Vicar of Christ”
on earth. But that is for another installment of this series.

The mistake made by Roman Catholicism and passed to the
churches today through its daughters, the Protestant churches
and their offspring, is assuming the succession of authority

passed from the apostles to those immediately after them simply
because they were contemporaries. If one had become a disciple
of Jesus through the apostle Paul, for example, it was assumed
that one had the mantle of apostolic authority passed to him,
particularly if that one were educated and able to write his
theological musings to garner a following.

As a result, the Scriptures have largely been regarded as
merely a starting point for God’s revelation; now we have the
authoritarian pronunciamentos of bishops, priests, pastors, and
other clergy to tell us what is truth.

These are also from the spirit of anti-Christ.v
i  Droge, A.J. and Tabor, J.D. (1992:136) A Noble Death: Suicide

and Martyrdom Among Christians and Jews in Antiquity (Harper, San
Francisco.)

But don’t Barack Obama and the other Islam sycophants in
the U.S. government insist that Islam is a “religion of peace”?
Why should we expect Muslims to react violently in either case?

Well, I suppose they’re referring to the average Muslim, not
what we are told is the “fringe” element of radical Islam. But
don’t we expect that fringe element to be violent anyway? Why
worry about offending them?

Yes, there are many Muslims who are not violent, and whose
protests might go no further than expressing in words their
displeasure. But Islam as a whole is violent. If all that is
happening against non-Muslims in Muslim-dominated countries
around the world doesn’t cause the government to acknowledge
that reality, then nothing will.

The truth is that the government knows Islam is violent by
nature, but it is conning the American public into believing
otherwise. And in spite of Obama’s constant protests that he is
a Christian, his actions and words speak much louder that he
respects Islam above Christianity. He and his administration
representatives consistently speak of “the Holy Quran,” but never
attach the word “holy” when mentioning the Bible (or the sacred
texts of any other religion, for that matter).

Is it not clear that the God to whom this nation’s founders
gave reverence has been rejected by this present administration?
“God bless America” might be a curse coming from them.v

Note: Most of the information for this particular news item
can be found in an excellent video at: http://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ErzxOz3Dzv8&feature=player_embedded#at=194.

SPOTLIGHT ON THE NEWS
(Continued from page 5)

Do not rejoice when your enemy falls,
and do not let your heart be glad when he
stumbles, lest YHWH see it, and it displease
Him, and He turn away His wrath from
him.

Do not fret yourself because of evil
men, nor be envious at the wicked, for
there shall be no reward to the evil man;
the candle of the wicked shall be put out. (Prov. 24:17-20)
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Is it wrong to counsel people seeking
help for life’s problems—people who
are caught in drugs, alcohol, pornog-

raphy, illicit sex, or other obvious sins?
According to Martin and Deidre

Bobgan, authors of Stop Counseling! Start
Ministering!, the answer is yes. The
Bobgans have written numerous books
exposing the ungodliness of psychother-
apy and other humanistic ways in which
men try to affect human behavior. After
studying the methods used in biblical
counseling as well as the results, they have come to the conclu-
sion that biblical counseling is just as ungodly as psychotherapy.

Before you get out the tar and feathers, it would be good to
read their latest book to get a clear understanding of what,
exactly, biblical counseling really is in practice, and how it
contrasts with ministry from the Word of God.

Martin Bobgan holds four university degrees, including a
doctorate in educational psychology from the University of
Colorado. At one time he championed biblical counseling. This
book reports on years of observation and study by the Bobgans.

Stop Counseling! Start Ministering! offers clinical and scientific
evidence to demonstrate that biblical counseling is exactly the
same as secular psychotherapy, but with a small and often
erroneous appeal to Scripture to justify it in the minds of
Christians. The basis for both is what the industry terms
“problem-centered counseling,” which involves focusing on the
counselee’s problems as presented to the counselor. To address
those problems many ungodly methods and outcomes occur.

According to the authors, one of the major problems with
biblical counseling is that it ignores what they call “the Jeremiah
17:9 syndrome”: “The heart is deceitful above all things, and
desperately wicked: who can know it?”

Biblical counseling, like secular psychotherapy, relies on the
counselee’s testimony about her feelings, impressions, under-
standing of her situation, etc. What the counselee says is taken
as the truth and, except in rare cases, the counselee’s biases
invariably form the basis for the counselor’s judgment and
advice. Add to this the factor of speaking evil, and many
scriptural principles are regularly violated by both the counselor
and the counselee.

Speaking evil involves people saying negative things about
others that may or may not be true, but are nonetheless taken
at face value by the counselor without requiring any proof.
Children speak evil of their parents, blaming them for their
problems; wives speak evil of their husbands, blaming them for
making them feel unfulfilled; husbands blame their wives for
not submitting to them; employees speak evil of their employers.
The list is endless, but the methodology is the same—counselees
are encouraged to tell the most intimate details of their lives; the
more they tell, the more they are encouraged to tell. The result
is a merry-go-round of self-pity and self-justification.

The Bobgans trace the history of present-day, easily-attained
psychotherapy to the post-World War II era when the U.S.
government began funding psychological research and education
in the field of psychotherapy. They reveal that psychotherapy
(including Christian counseling) is overwhelmingly engaged in
by women, men being highly reluctant to be involved unless
dragged into counseling by a female figure in their lives. One
therapist condenses the typical male response thusly: “To save
my marriage, I have to become a woman!”

Although the majority of biblical counselors are men, the
majority of secular psychotherapists are now women, and women
make up at least two-thirds of all clients in both the biblical- and
secular-counseling fields. Additionally, media personalities such
as Oprah Winfrey have made psychotherapy a pop phenomenon,
enjoyed by millions of mostly female fans.

There are few churches today where congregants are offered
scriptural advice on living a life of sacrifice. Christians experienc-
ing or expressing problems in their lives are more likely to be
shunted off to professional counselors who are expected to fill
the need through Christian counseling that generally invokes a
modicum of Bible verses, but relies far more heavily on psycho-
therapeutic methods. And for a fee at that.

There is not enough room to cover all the important
information in this book that could save brethren in Christ a
lot of heartache and deception that comes through so-called
biblical counseling. Briefly, however, a few of the topics you will
read about are these: cross-gender counseling—the dangers of
men counseling women and, worse, women counseling men;
scientific evidence against counseling; the myth of problem-
centered biblical counseling; the names and activities of the most
popular and prolific biblical counseling organizations, including
their financial stake in this deception; how psychotherapy,
including biblical counseling undresses private lives.

But the Bobgans don’t leave us without hope. Their chapters
on ministering biblically and the believer’s daily walk sum up
God’s method of dealing with the believer’s problems of living.

This is one of the most important books available, and one
of the very, very few with courage enough to confront a great evil
that is at the center of Satan’s deceptions today—an evil that is
consuming most of the churches in America and elsewhere,
particularly in the West.v

Stop Counseling! Start Ministering! is available through
Sword Publishers.
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Jesus proclaimed the
Gospel of the Kingdom,
and commissioned His
disciples to do the same.

Many false gospels
have arisen since then. A
great apostasy based on
the traditions of religious
institutions substitutes a
weak easy-believism in
place of the true Gospel
of the Kingdom. This book
points the reader back to
Scripture for understand-
ing the significance of
the true Gospel Jesus
proclaimed.
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From 1 Chronicles 4:10 – The Prayer of Jabez

I’ve embarked upon a project of cataloging our huge library
of books into a computerized program. It seems we’ve
collected these books since the beginning of time! Some

have ISBN numbers with bar codes and can be scanned into
the program. But many are old books without numbers and
bar codes so the information has to be put in manually. I doubt
the project will be completed in my lifetime!

As I’ve been doing this, I ran across a wonderful little
booklet by Charles Haddon Spurgeon (1871) entitled, “The
Prayer of Jabez.” I was immediately reminded of the review Al
wrote some time back about the book with that title by Bruce
Wilkerson.

As I read Spurgeon’s exposition on Jabez’ prayer, I dis-
cerned a striking difference of understanding from Wilkerson’s
point of view.  Briefly, Wilkerson stated he has prayed Jabez’s
prayer word-for-word every morning for the past thirty years,
and he encourages others to follow this pattern. (Sounds to me
like a mantra.) He believes the prayer asks God to “impart
supernatural favor” and to “release something miraculous” in
his life, among other blessings.

Of course, we all pray for blessings in our lives, and the
Lord is merciful in providing what we need. However, in
Spurgeon’s exhortation, he broke down Jabez’ prayer into
descriptions of God’s blessings vs. men’s blessings; God’s
blessings vs. temporal blessings; God’s blessings vs. imaginary
blessings; and God’s true spiritual blessings.

To summarize a few of his thoughts, Spurgeon said God’s
true spiritual blessings include: blessing of God’s grace which
we ought to seek after; blessings from the pierced hand—
pardon, acceptance, a spiritual life, being joined in oneness to
Christ; blessing that comes as the result of the Holy Spirit’s

work in our souls—even when it humbles, strips or kills us;
whatever leads a person to God; anything that reaches into
eternity with a preparation for the world to come. And
anything that helps us to glorify God is a blessing indeed.

Spurgeon wrote:

Perhaps it would be a greater blessing to me to be
broken in spirit, and laid low before the Lord at the
present time. When you ask for the highest joy, and
pray to be on the mountain with Christ, remember it
may be as much a blessing; yea, a blessing indeed, to be
brought into the Valley of Humiliation, to be laid very
low, and constrained to cry out in anguish, ‘Lord, save,
or I perish!’

*     *     *

If today He deigns to bless us with a sense of
pardon’d sin,

He tomorrow may distress us, make us feel the
plague within,

All to make us sick of self and fond of Him.
(John Kent, hymn)

(See the Media Spotlight review of Bruce Wilkerson’s book,
The Prayer of Jabez, in our Special Reports catalog.)

“Oh that Thou Wouldest
Bless Me Indeed!”

By Jean Dager


