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Our rejoicing is this: the testimony of our conscience, that we
have conducted ourselves in the world—and more abundantly toward
you—in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with carnal wisdom, but
by the grace of God. (2 Corinthians 1:12)

As believers in the Lord Jesus Christ,
we are aware of the need to be guided
by His Word as revealed in the

Scriptures. But the Lord has also given all
men, believers and non-believers, an innate
inner guide to help us know right from
wrong. That inner guide is our conscience.
The apostle Paul makes this clear:

For when the Gentiles, who do not
have the law, do by nature the things
contained in the law, these, not having
the law, are a law unto themselves, who
show the work of the law written in their
hearts, their conscience also bearing
witness, and their thoughts the mean-
while accusing or else excusing one
another in the day when God shall judge
the secrets of men by Jesus Christ accord-
ing to my Gospel. (Romans 2:14-16)

Throughout history every civilization has
developed a code of ethics by which it has
been held together for a time. Yet each has
devolved into a licentiousness that has led to its downfall. There
have been noble individuals who have attempted to lead those
civilizations in the right path according to their conscience, but
their efforts have been overwhelmed by the vast majority that
insisted upon their “right” to self-expression. Not surprisingly,
it has been through the avenue of the arts especially that each
culture has embarked upon the slippery slope leading to deprav-
ity. Just as out of the abundance of one’s heart the mouth speaks,
so out of the abundance of one’s heart his art speaks.

There is a point at which a culture, a nation, has gone so far
in its debauchery that the righteous Creator God can no longer
abide its existence—at least to the point of maintaining its
standing among the nations—and it must be judged.

When the Lord Jesus came to Israel He saw how far that
nation had departed not only from His Law, but from its own
conscience. Outwardly it continued to impose the Law, thinking
that going through the motions would somehow ingratiate it to
God. But God revealed to Israel that the Law was meant to strike

deeper than how one should act. He declared
that if one even harbored a desire for a
particular sin, one was guilty of that sin:

“Whoever hates his brother is a mur-
derer, and you know that no murderer has
eternal life abiding in him.” (1 John 3:15)

“You have heard that it was said by
them of old time, ‘You shall not commit
adultery.’ But I say to you, that whoever
looks at a woman to lust after her has
already committed adultery with her in
his heart.” (Matthew 5:27-28)

The Lord was telling the people that the
Law is of no effect if men do not obey it out
of a pure heart and conscience.

Over the next two millennia as the Gospel
spread throughout the world, the conscience
of mankind was struck with the truth of
God’s Word. As imperfect as it was, even the
Holy Roman Empire adopted the biblical
ethic that established right from wrong in the
thinking of its citizens, at least in terms of

morality. But the morality of the Roman Catholic Church went
beyond the dictates of Scripture and resulted in the imposition
of new laws born of the religious attitudes of the hierarchy.
Roman Catholics were taught that it would be a mortal sin,
deserving of eternal damnation, to eat meat on Fridays and other
prescribed days of the year; it would be a mortal sin to miss going
to Mass on Sundays; it would be a mortal sin to not be in
submission to the pope as the head of all Christianity. Yet even
then, conscience played a part. This imposition of man’s laws
over the consciences of believers is in itself a serious sin, but it
has an effect on the spiritual condition of the masses because if
a man believes something to be wrong and yet does the act (or
even desires to do the act), he is guilty: (Continued on page 3)

THE LOSS OF CONSCIENCE
HOW THE WEST WAS LOST

“Life is short; When you’re done, you’re done.
We’re on this earth to have some fun.”

Prince Naveen, The Princess and the Frog
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Media Spotlight is a ministry to the Body
of Christ, bringing understanding of the ways
in which the world shapes our thinking and
lifestyles through the influence of the mass
communications media.

God’s Word exhorts, “buy the truth and
do not sell it” (Prov. 23:23). Therefore we do
not sell Media Spotlight. Begun in 1977,
Media Spotlight was the first ministry on a
national scale to address the ungodly nature
of the secular media—motion pictures, tele-
vision, toys, games and myriad other things
that contribute to Christians living no differ-
ently than the rest of the world.

The mass media have impacted the Body
of Christ as much as they have society. Many
Christians are so dependent upon the media
that they aren’t aware of how lukewarm they
have become. We have many testimonials
from readers who tell us that, because of
Media Spotlight, they have become aware of
the effect the media have on their thinking,
and are now more selective in their choices.

But the problem of ungodliness is not
exclusive to the secular media. Of major
concern are the religious media that present
messages contrary to God’s Word. Media
Spotlight addresses the impact that religious
teachers have upon believers in Christ,
whether for good or for evil.

It has escaped the understanding of many
Christians that what they believe is more
often shaped by the teachings and traditions
of religious men and institutions than by
Scripture. Most teachers in the institutional
churches rely more upon their theological
disciplines than on the pure Word of God.
Yet the wisdom of the world is no substitute
for God’s Word, even if offered from the
pulpit or in the Christian media.

Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:24 that in the
last days false Christs and false prophets
would arise and would show great signs and
wonders, “so that, if possible, they will
deceive the very elect.” He also states in
Matthew 24:12 that in the last days the love
of many toward Him would grow cold
because evil would increase in the world. If
we believe Him, then we would be foolish
not to guard ourselves against deception.
There is little time to waste in the short span
of life granted us by God. We must choose
today whom we will serve.

Scripture quotations in Media Spotlight are from the
King James Version of the Bible, rephrased in modern U.S.
English unless otherwise stated.

A Personal NoteCOPYRIGHT ©2012, MEDIA SPOTLIGHT

WHY MEDIA SPOTLIGHT? Dear Friends,
The past two months have been a time of loss for

us. From the middle of December to the middle of
February we lost some very close friends, eight to be
exact. It seemed for a while as if the roll call would not
come to an end.

Two who were very close to us and to the ministry,
we’ve eulogized in this issue. But our hearts are with

the families of them all.
Although we know that most of them will be with the Lord, we still mourn for

our own sakes, knowing that in this life we will not see them again. Yes, it is de
rigueur for believers in Jesus to express rejoicing at the loss of fellow believers,
knowing they are in the presence of the Lord awaiting the resurrection of the body
to eternal life. But we must be honest and say that death is not joyous for those left
behind. Death is still our enemy—the last enemy of man to be destroyed at the
culmination of God’s redemption of His creation (1 Corinthians 15:26).

But death has no power over us if we are in Christ Jesus:

When this corruptible will have put on incorruption, and this mortal
will have put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that
is written, “Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your sting?
O grave, where is your victory?” (1 Corinthians 15:51-55)

The unique thing about the Body of Christ is the empathy we feel for one
another. In 1 Corinthians 12:20-26 the apostle Paul demonstrates how every
member of the Body is intrinsically linked to all members of the Body.

Certainly there are unbelievers who have much empathy with those who are
suffering in the world. That’s why we have philanthropic organizations that take
care of the less fortunate. So what’s the difference?

Virtually all true believers in Christ identify with the suffering of their brethren,
at least once they’ve grow sufficiently in their understanding of the Scriptures and
have allowed the Holy Spirit to begin the work of transformation. If unbelievers
have empathy for anyone other than their closest relations and friendships, it is for
the most part due to the influence of the Gospel and its attendant biblical ethic
that has permeated virtually every society to some degree.

Conversely, it has been the influence of paganism within Christianity that has
greatly contributed to brutality practiced by false brethren in the name of Christ.
But it was never intended by the Lord to be so. We are to love our enemies, and do
good to those who abuse us out of spite.

Consequently, those who are obedient to the Lord’s commands identify with
every person’s suffering, but especially our brethren in Christ. We suffer with our
brethren who are under persecution throughout the world even though we do not
know them personally. It is not merely the biblical ethic that influences us; it is the
Spirit of God within us, guiding us in obeying His commandment of love.

This is why we know that our readers for the most part will sorrow to some
degree with us as we sorrow over these we’ve recently lost. The love of Jesus Christ
compels us to love one another.

Thank you for your love and for your gifts of support for Media Spotlight. We
pray the Lord will keep us faithful to Him and to you in our writings as well.

In Jesus’ love,

Al and Jean
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I know, and am persuaded by the Lord Jesus, that
there is nothing unclean of itself, but to him who
considers anything to be unclean, to him it is unclean.
(Romans 14:14)

Such Scriptures demonstrate how important it is that men
act according to their conscience. When Paul was taken to
Caesarea to stand before Felix the governor, he stood in defense
of his ministry by appealing to his conscience:

“But this I confess to you: that after the Way which
they call heresy, I worship the God of my fathers,
believing all things that are written in the Law and in the
Prophets, and have hope toward God, who they them-
selves also allow that there shall be a resurrection of the
dead, both of the just and unjust. And I myself strive
herein to always have a conscience void of offence toward
God, and toward men.” (Acts 24:14-16)

In his second letter to the Corinthians, Paul again defends
his conscience:

For our rejoicing is this: the testimony of our con-
science, that in simplicity and godly sincerity, not with
fleshly wisdom but by the grace of God, we have con-
ducted ourselves in the world, and more abundantly
toward you. (2 Corinthians 1:12)

With the Reformation came the casting off of certain Roman
Catholic restrictions that went beyond the Word of God,
although Protestantism did retain some Roman Catholic rules,
and even developed its own code of ethics that it imposed on its
followers but which are not mandated by God’s Word. Yet it
was clear that, at least outwardly, Western Civilization had been
so impacted by the Gospel that the conscience of the average
citizen guided him in his conduct that tended toward godliness.

For centuries Western Civilization progressed and encom-
passed the earth through colonization. Although not all coloni-
zation was altruistic, the truth remains that Western culture
brought many material and spiritual blessings to the pagan
nations that it oversaw. The problem was that western colonizers,
and even the church missionaries that accompanied them, did
not consider the people they colonized to be their equal in
humanitarian terms. Converts to the faith were not allowed to
become teachers without the supervision of the missionary, even
after years of faithful walking with the Lord. Still, the Lord
deigned to grant to the West blessings that were, and are,
unparalleled in human history. No doubt this is because, in spite
of its failures on many fronts, Western Civilization maintained

the biblical ethic and understanding of morality as the guiding
principle not only for personal conduct, but for its jurisprudence.

That did not preclude those who refused the Word of God
from acting out their sins. But such were considered outcasts
and the dregs of humanity to the majority of westerners. There
were certain things that were not considered proper to be spoken
of in public, let alone propagated within the culture. But through
the gradual erosion of the Gospel’s influence via many avenues,
things that were at one time considered taboo are now not only
openly practiced, but celebrated openly in society. As a result,
there has also been an erosion of the conscience—even a loss of
conscience—among a growing segment of western society.

Millennia ago the Psalmist lamented Israel’s spiritual condition:

 The transgression of the wicked says within my heart
that there is no fear of God before his eyes, because he
flatters himself in his own eyes until his iniquity is found
to be hateful. The words of his mouth are iniquity and
deceit; he has stopped being wise and doing good. He
devises mischief upon his bed; he sets himself in a way
that is not good; he does not hate evil. (Psalms 36:1-4)

This is true today even more than it was when the Psalmist
wrote this. Not only the most base, but even the average person
does not hate evil.

Some might doubt this. They might point to Scripture and
history to show how debauched ancient civilizations had become.
But consider that, if not in quality, certainly in quantity Western
Civilization is exceeding the acts of depravity that have charac-
terized pagan cultures of the past. What is worse, because of the
advantage of Scripture that we have had for centuries, we have
less of an excuse than they had. Non-Christian cultures have
relied on the conscience of man to guide it—a conscience that
saw only the creation as evidence of a higher being to whom men
may one day answer. Israel had the prophets of God to guide its
conscience, and even then that nation failed miserably. Western
Civilization has had the more perfect Word of God—containing
both the apostles and the prophets—which reveals the Father and
His love through His only-begotten Son. And now we are failing
no less than Israel and the pagan nations around us.

THE WORLD
The loss of conscience in the world is leading Western

Civilization to the brink of destruction. The results of the wars
in which the western nations have engaged in the past century
have especially contributed to the loss of conscience. It was bad
enough that western powers became greedy in their imposition
of colonialism; what could have been a blessing for the world
turned into a scramble for power of western nation against
western nation. Men became commodities to be traded as slavery
became commonplace.

The competition for world domination among the western
nations eventually led to World War I—a war among Christian-
ized nations that would be called “the war to end all wars.” That
war resulted in over 15 million dead and some 20 million
wounded and maimed, both military and civilian combined.

(Continued on page 26)

THE LOSS OF
CONSCIENCE

(Continued from page 1)
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Mormons apologize for
posthumous baptism

Mormon church leaders apologized to the family of the
late Holocaust survivor and Jewish-rights advocate
Simon Wiesenthal for posthumously baptizing his

parents. Mormons believe that they can perform baptism for
deceased persons in order to give them a chance to receive the
Mormon gospel in the afterlife; the deceased can then accept or
reject the baptismal rites.

The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints (LDS) has
microfilmed, indexed and cataloged nearly every document
known to man from every country on earth—including millions
of Jewish records. The baptismal rites for Wiesenthal’s parents
were performed in temple ceremonies in Utah and Arizona in
January, contrary to a 1995 agreement between the LDS and
Jewish genealogists. The baptisms were discovered by Jewish
activists who regularly monitor Mormon baptismal records,
looking for inappropriate entries.

It has recently been discovered that the LDS also baptized
Jewish Holocaust victim Anne Frank, whose diary discovered
after World War II has become one of the world’s most
widely-read books, and the basis for several plays and motion
pictures.

Bernard I. Kouchel, writing for jewishgen.org, decries the
LDS’s attempts to bring their false gospel to deceased Jews.
Kouchel states, “Many followers of Judaism find the practice
highly offensive, something akin to the forced baptism of Jews
practiced for centuries in Europe during the Middle Ages. Some
see the practice as an implicit bias, an act of intolerance. The
wrongful baptism of Jewish dead, which disparages the memory
of a deceased person, is a brazen act which will obscure the
historical record for future generations. It has been bitterly
opposed by many Jews for a number of years. Others say they
will never stop being Jews, simply because there is a paper saying
they had been baptized, that the act of posthumous baptism is
unimportant and should be ignored. We think this to be a
narrow, parochial, and shallow view. We will continue opposing
this wrongful act which assimilates our dead to the point where
it will not be possible to know who was Jewish in their lifetimes.”

Rabbi Abraham Cooper, associate dean at the Los Angeles-
based Simon Wiesenthal Center, denounced the baptismal rights
for Wiesenthal’s parents. “We are outraged that such insensitive
actions continue in the Mormon temples,” he said.

In response, Michael Purdy, a spokesman for the LDS,
attributed the Wiesenthal baptism to an unnamed individual
member of the church. “We sincerely regret that the actions of
an individual member of the church led to the inappropriate
submission of these names,” said Purdy. “We consider this a
serious breach of our protocol and we have suspended indefi-
nitely this person’s ability to access our genealogy records.”

COMMENTARY
There are two issues in this story that need to be addressed.

First, the idea that people can baptize the dead in order to give
them a chance to receive the Gospel in the afterlife is contrary
to Scripture:

And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after
this the judgment, so Christ was once offered to bear the
sins of many. And to those who look for Him, He shall
appear the second time without sin unto salvation.
(Hebrews 9:27-28)

Nowhere in Scripture is it stated that people will have a
second chance at salvation after death. The one Scripture verse
the LDS uses to support its position on baptism for the dead is
1 Corinthians 15:29:

Else what will they do who are baptized for the dead,
if the dead do not rise at all? Why are they then baptized
for the dead?

This admonition by Paul was written in the context of
explaining the truth of the resurrection. Evidently there were
some who thought they could baptize someone as a proxy for
the dead, as if to confer salvation upon them. But there are no
other Scriptures to support the idea, nor does 1 Corinthians
15:29 say any such thing, certainly not in any definitive way.

Paul was merely asking why, if there is no resurrection, people
who deny the resurrection would baptize for the dead. He was
pointing out a contradiction on their part. For a religious
institution to build a doctrine of salvation upon such a flimsy
element is indicative of cults that impose the musings of their
“apostles” upon not only their own members, but in this case
upon people who rightfully object.

The second issue is why, if Mormons truly believe they can
baptize for the dead, they would sign an agreement with Jewish
representatives not to perform such rites. What is more impor-
tant, the salvation of souls, or the placating of men? True
believers in Jesus do not bend to the dictates of non-believers
when it comes to God’s truth; we stand firm regardless of the
consequences. For the LDS to agree not to hold to its beliefs is
cowardice. At the least, the LDS’s decision to acquiesce to the
protests of Jews demonstrates that they do not hold their
doctrines in the highest esteem.

Not that I’m complaining. It’s better if they don’t hold them
in the highest esteem.v
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Granddaughter of Crouches
accuses misuse of funds

Brittany Koper, granddaughter of Paul and Jan Crouch,
founders of Trinity Broadcasting Network (TBN), has
accused them of having illegally tapped into “charitable

assets” totaling more than $50 million for personal use. Koper
took over TBN’s finance department in place of her father, Paul
Crouch, Jr., who served as chief financial officer at TBN until
he resigned in September, 2011, to act as director of project
development at The Word Network. He has declined to
comment on his daughter’s allegations.

Koper states that when she discovered the problem she was
instructed by attorneys for TBN to keep quiet about it, and was
threatened that she would be arrested and prosecuted as an
accomplice because as financial director she, too, had broken
the same laws. In spite of the threats, she refused to cover up the
alleged financial impropriety. On that basis she claims she was
wrongfully terminated.

In a complaint filed in an Orange County, California, court,
Koper’s attorney, Tymothy MacLeod, states, “Following her
appointment, Ms. Koper was specifically instructed to falsify
public financial disclosures, to falsify government records, and
to otherwise cover up conduct of the TBN companies and their
directors that Ms. Koper reasonably believed to be unlawful.”

TBN’s legal counsel and national spokesman, Colby May,
has stated that no misappropriation has taken place.

“The reality is Ms. Koper is very much in hot water, shall we
say, for her own misappropriation of monies and, in fact, we
believe embezzlement of monies,” May told Charisma News. “We
filed all necessary documents with the Internal Revenue Service
before any lawsuits were filed to alert the IRS that we believe
illegal activity has taken place.”

May says Koper and her husband confessed to embezzling a
“significant amount of money” from a separate tax exempt
organization called International Christian Broadcasters (ICB),
primarily funded by personal contributions from Paul Crouch, Sr.

“Ms. Koper is making some flat out absurdly, ridiculously,
untrue statements,” May said. “Frankly, in my estimation and
view this is all a classic try-to-cover-your-tail-feathers maneuver
way after the fact and way after Ms. Koper and her husband made
their mea culpa and confessed to their illicit activity.”

Koper’s claim in the U.S. District Court for the Central
District of California—Southern Division, is not against the
Crouch’s personally, or against TBN. It is against the law firm of
Davert & Loe, Lawyers, and Benjamin N. Flint III, an individual,
charging David C. Loe specifically of sexual assault against Koper
while Davert and Flint were present but did nothing to help her.

Koper’s allegations against the attorneys include sexual
assault while seeking advice on how to address her concerns
regarding the financial improprieties, and threats related to their
advice concerning unlawful conduct as attorneys for TBN. She
alleges threats and intimidation to keep quiet about the activities
which she alleges the attorneys admitted were illegal.

COMMENTARY
The natural inclination for those who discern the unscrip-

tural and even ungodly nature of much of TBN’s programming
and conduct is to assume that Brittany Koper’s accusations are
legitimate, especially since she is the granddaughter of the elder
Crouches. But this case is still pending, and the right thing to
do on our part is wait to see how it plays out. Probably the most
concerning thing is her father’s refusal to comment. Add to this
the numerous mansions and extravagant lifestyle of the Crouch-
es, and it doesn’t look very good.

This is what often comes with access to multiplied millions
of dollars. At this stage we do not know for certain if the
Crouches are guilty. Nor do we know if they would ever be
prosecuted. Remember, they are not accused by the state of any
wrongdoing; this is a private suit, not against them, but against
their attorneys. The allegations of impropriety are incidental to
Koper’s lawsuit for other reasons.

We want to think the best of everyone, but one wonders how
many scandals have to be attached to TBN before its supporters
begin to question what’s going on.v

Street preacher cleared of
threatening homosexuals

Street preacher Michael Overd was cleared on February 10
of using threatening words or behavior against two
homosexuals in the UK on July 16 last year. Overd, from

Creech St. Michael, was accused of verbally abusing Craig
Manning and Craig Nichol last July while preaching on the
streets of Taunton, Somerset, by telling them they were “sinners”
who were going to “burn in hell.” Overd explained in court that
he was merely using his freedom of speech to express his beliefs
when he saw the two men for the second time. He said to the
people present, “Even these two dear men whom I have met
before, caught in the sin of homosexuality, can have the forgive-
ness of the sin should they so repent.” He claimed that the two
men threatened violence against him for pointing them out.

Overd preaches on a weekly basis in Taunton, and often cites
1 Corinthians 6:9-10: “Neither the sexually immoral, nor
idolaters, nor adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor thieves, nor the
greedy, nor drunkards, nor slanderers, nor swindlers will inherit
the kingdom of God.”

Manning and Nichol are considering an appeal to the
European Court of Human Rights because they believe they were
“let down by the justice system.”

After his trial Overd said, “something is wrong” when “Abu
Qatada can preach about jihad and death to the Jews, but the
police arrest me, a Christian preacher who cares deeply for Jesus
Christ and the people of Taunton.”

COMMENTARY
Overd has a point. Considering the blatant anti-Semitic and

anti-Christian sentiments openly expressed with impunity by
radical Muslims in the UK, it’s obvious that Christian street
preachers are “soft targets” for the police and the justice system.

(Continued on page 24)
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The Spanish-speaking
world has lost a
beloved voice for the

Gospel with the passing of a
wonderful brother in the Lord
and dear friend. Paul Finken-
binder, affectionately known
as “Hermano Pablo” (Brother
Paul) throughout Latin Amer-
ica, went to be with the Lord
at 3:55 AM, January 27.

Hermano Pablo was born
September 24, 1921, to
Assembly of God missionaries
in Santurce, Puerto Rico. He
had no intention of entering
the ministry, but was merely
continuing his education
when he attended Zion Bible

Institute in Havervill, Massachusetts.
Although he was of German extraction, he spoke elegant

Spanish, but he especially did not want to go to Latin America.
He told the Lord he would be willing, if it were His will, to
minister in the United States, but that was it.

One night during a college chapel service, he had a vision of
a large field of cotton. “It was white, with the cotton opening up
on the stalks, falling to the ground and rotting,” he said. “I knew
that each ball of cotton must represent a person. Then, the white
cotton dissolved into faces of Latin American people by the
millions! And even though I could see this huge mass of people,
it was as though I could see each face individually, close up.”

Paul pastored for eighteen months at a small church in
Raton, New Mexico. By his side was his new wife Linda, whom
he’d met and fallen in love with at Zion. On Thanksgiving eve,
1943, Paul and Linda arrived as Assemblies of God missionaries
in El Salvador with their son Paul, Jr.

Paul began his ministry there traveling to outlying villages,
proclaiming the Gospel. In addition to personal evangelism, he
taught at the Bible school in Santa Ana for four months twice a
year for most of the 21 years of his tenure in El Salvador.

For the first twelve years the only way Paul could communi-
cate the Gospel was by arduous trips on a mule he named “Speed
the Light.” Then, in 1955, he felt the Lord was calling him to
use radio to spread the Gospel to more people in less time. He
began with a fifteen-minute program entitled La Voz Evangelica
de las Assembleas de Dios (The Evangelical Voice of the Assemblies of
God) on radio station YSU in the city of San Salvador. Needless
to say, that went over like the proverbial “lead balloon” in a
Roman Catholic Country. So he changed the name of the
program to La Iglesia del Aire (The Church of the Air), but that
didn’t improve things very much. (In time, Paul would resign as
an Assemblies of God missionary and minister independently.)

One day he was told by the station owner that his program
was putting people to sleep or sending them to other stations.
Something had to be done. The station owner called in his
program director, Raul Monzón, an unbeliever and Marxist, who
nevertheless did his job well. Monzón was blunt, telling Paul,
“The best thing for your program is to go on the air at about
four o’clock in the afternoon when the little old ladies can sit
down and repose and listen to a long monologue about God.”

Paul admitted that such words were like a “stab in the heart
of a preacher,” but he asked if there might be another answer.
Monzón suggested that Paul make a micro program three or four
minutes in length which, to Paul, seemed impossible. But
Monzón told him to bring him one of his tapes and he would
reduce it to four minutes without taking out anything essential.

Paul said, “The guy was cruel, but he was also a professional,
and somehow I was able to realize that and pay attention to what
he said.” So he also asked Monzón to help him with the format
of the program, to which Monzón replied that the first thing that
had to go was the name. “To start with,” he said, “nobody is
interested in churches.” Paul was struck with the realization that
here was a sinner telling him what to use to attract people such
as himself! So Paul then asked what he should call the program.
“Let’s call it Un Mensaje a la Conciencia” (A Message to the
Conscience), replied Monzón, and he offered to do the intro
himself. In moments Monzón and Paul put together the intro
using an instrumental arrangement of Great Is Thy Faithfulness,
Monzón’s voice booming, “Un Mensaje a la Conciencia! Un
momento de reflexión en la vida diaria! Escuchelo, en la voz del
Hermano Pablo!” (“A Message to the Conscience! A moment of
reflection in your daily life! Listen, in the voice of Brother Paul!”)

Paul liked the new programming idea, and embarked on a
fresh course that would find tremendous favor among the
station’s listeners. The new format presented human-interest
stories that Paul tied to the Gospel, offering Jesus Christ as the
Savior of men’s souls and the One who offered a new life with
hope for eternity.

In addition to the radio programs and public proclamation
of the Gospel to large crowds, Paul produced and broadcast on
television a series of one-hour Bible dramas. It is said that his
was the first regularly-scheduled Christian television program
outside of the United States.

In 1964 Paul and Linda returned to California to better take
advantage of technology to record and distribute his Spanish-
language programs as well as a live English-language radio
program for the United States. For over five years Paul used a
makeshift recording studio in his garage. Still desiring to expand
the outreach for the program, Paul prayed for the Lord to show
him how he could add more radio stations. One day, his
son-in-law, Jon Brown, came up with a bold idea: why not send
the program to stations all over Latin America, offering it for
free. Impossible! What station manager would accept a program
without payment, either by the producer or a sponsor? They were
in the business to make money. But the family got together to
package the program and send it to a few hundred stations. To
their delight, a number responded favorably. Today Un Mensaje

Paul Finkenbinder
(Hermano Pablo)
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a la Conciencia is broadcast 6,400 times per day in 33 countries
including Australia, England, Germany, The Netherlands and
Sweden where there are colonies of Spanish speakers. In 1980,
Paul’s Message to the Conscience program also began to be
broadcast on television. In addition, 55 thousand daily subscrib-
ers receive the programs by email. (If you would like more
information, go to www.message2conscience.com)

In December, 1973, I was introduced by a mutual friend to
Paul and his office and production manager, Hector Tamez.
They were looking for someone to take over the responsibilities
of a “Jack-of-all-trades” that had been handled by Paul, Jr. I was
available, and we all felt that it would be the Lord’s will for me
to go to work there. Thus, I had the great privilege to work for
Hermano Pablo from January, 1974, to January, 1980. What a
blessing it was to be a part of that work.

Although I do not speak Spanish except to be able to order
at a Mexican restaurant and dabble here-and-there, Paul entrusted
me to record and edit his Spanish-language programs. My musical
ear allowed me to read along as Paul recorded, marking the places
where I would edit the tapes to make them into a seamless
message for radio. It was also up to me to produce all the printed
materials, newsletters, etc., for the ministry, and to design and
coordinate the construction of the recording studios.

When I went to work for Hermano Pablo the ministry had
just purchased a building in Costa Mesa so they could finally
move their growing ministry from their home. They bought the
building from a company that sold and maintained audio and
video equipment, and who remained as a tenant in the down-
stairs portion. One weekend, shortly after Hermano Pablo
moved into the upstairs portion, an inlet pipe to the kitchen
sink came apart and flooded the entire building. No one was
there at the time, and water poured through the building for at
least a day, ruining most of the ministry’s furnishings and
equipment, and virtually all the audio and video equipment that
belonged to the downstairs tenant.

The insurance company told Paul that it would not cover the
damages, which were in the tens of thousands of dollars. It was
then that I got to know the true character of this man I had just
recently come to work for. I remember wondering to myself what
his faith was really like. After all, I had barely gotten to know
him, and although I admired him, I didn’t know the extent of
his personal trust in the Lord.

I recall how Paul, Hector and I met in Paul’s office, where he
merely told us that it’s in the Lord’s hands. We knelt to pray and
asked the Father to make a way for the ministry to get through
this difficult situation. Within a few days the insurance company
inexplicably changed its position and covered all the damages.

Throughout the ordeal, Paul’s demeanor was humble and
trusting in the Lord. He never fretted, complained, or even cried
out to God as to why He would allow such a thing to happen.
And that humility is what characterized Paul Finkenbinder.

In spite of his fame that was widespread throughout Latin
America, Paul was always just Paul. I never once detected even
the slightest degree of self-importance in him. Crowds of people
would throng around him wherever he went in Latin America,

and he would treat everyone the same, important or not. Nor
did I ever hear him say a disparaging word about anyone.

Paul’s humility was also reflected in his sense of humor and
self-deprecation. At his memorial service, a good friend of Paul’s
gave an example of this: “One other experience that exemplifies
his sense of humor took place in Arequipa, Peru. We were there
in crusade meetings; the stadium was packed every day, tremen-
dous blessings, a lot of people coming to the Lord. And one
night we went out to a Chinese restaurant to have supper. And
in the middle of the meal I decided to go to the bathroom, and
I walked past the receptionist, or the cashier, who was an old,
venerated Chinese man with a long, wispy beard. And he sat
there so quietly, so regally. And I said to him, ‘Sir, do you realize
who is eating here in your restaurant tonight? It is none other
than the world-famous, well-known evangelist, Hermano Pablo.’
And he looked at me for a long time, and he said, ‘Ahso?’ When
I told Paul about it, he said, ‘Well, he might just as well of said,
“Ah, so what!?’”

That’s the Paul I remember. I was often heartened by Paul’s
personal attention and his willingness to hear my position on
Scripture. When I began Media Spotlight in 1977, Paul not only
encouraged me, but allowed me to use the recording studio and
work on my own time. He helped me get the ministry started
and agreed to serve on the Board of Directors until I could find
someone to take his place. Hector Tamez served as vice-president
for many years until we moved to Washington State. Both were
always encouraging, and blessed Jean and me greatly.

It has been a while since we last saw Paul and Linda. When
we visited them in their home in Irvine, California, a few years
ago they received us as old and dear friends. Paul kissed me on
my cheek and hugged me as if I were a member of his family.

But that’s the way he was with so many people. No doubt,
everyone who knew him believed they were his very best friend.
Paul was a tireless worker, but he was never so busy serving the
Lord that he didn’t have time for people.

On a bittersweet note, Paul and Linda had just celebrated
their 70th wedding anniversary the evening before he passed away.

Paul was wise to provide for the inevitable, and in 1995 he
invited Dr. Charles Ray Stewart to be his successor. Charles, who
like Paul is a completely bilingual missionary kid, began making
his own programs of Un Mensaje a la Conciencia in 1995, and has
worked to ensure that Paul’s messages will continue to be
broadcast and telecast for years to come. Through his wisdom
and foresight, Paul and his Board of Directors put together a
plan that will build on the foundation that Paul began, and will
continue to reach Spanish speakers all over the world for Christ.

I hope our readers understand this tribute to Hermano Pablo
as a reflection of the love Jean and I feel in our hearts toward
him and Linda, as well as their family. It’s been a blessing to
write it.

And so I bid farewell to a dear brother who was such an
inspiration and blessing to me in one of the most important
chapters of my life.

A Dios mi querido hermano.
Al
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Obsession
Radical Islam’s War Against
the West

& The Third Jihad
Radical Islam’s Vision for

America
Reviewed by Albert James Dager

I’ve had these DVDs on my shelf for a few years, stuck among
the many books and DVDs sent to me to review. Because I
have reviewed a number of DVDs on Islam in recent years I

did not to look at these until recently. What I found is that I’ve
been missing out on sharing two of the most comprehensive and
important DVDs of all that we’ve offered on the subject. Neither
DVD is “Christian” in that its information does not address the
Gospel, although a number of Christians appear. Both DVDs
include disclaimers which insist that not all Muslims are radical,
or even agree with radical Islam. But they do offer information
vital not only to believers in Christ, but to the average citizen of
the West.

Both DVDs incorporate a considerable amount of footage
from Arab television and other Muslim sources, as well as
interviews with Muslims opposed to radical Islam.

JIHAD AGAINST THE WEST
Obsession provides the most accurate portrayal of jihad against

the West in general, and particularly against Christians and Jews.
The Third Jihad addresses the designs of radical Islam against the
United States specifically. This is the video that recently made
national headlines when it was denounced by “moderate”
Muslim organizations in the United States for being shown at
the NYPD terrorist training seminar in 2009.

Although both Obsession and The Third Jihad early on offer
disclaimers that most Muslims are peaceful and do not support
terror, it makes abundantly clear how large the radical segments
of Islam are, and that the majority of Muslims are strangely silent
about Islamic terrorism. Importantly, even some Muslims in
these videos voice concern that there is no concerted effort on
the part of peaceful Muslims to speak out against the radical
elements.

In Obsession, Khaled Abu Toameh, a Palestinian journalist,
offers this lament:

What is worrying is a silent majority that is not
speaking out in a very strong voice against these groups.
And I hope it’s only out of fear and not out of sympathy
with people like Osama bin Laden and Abu Musab
al-Zarqawi.

This is telling, particularly considering the source of such a
statement. This Palestinian journalist isn’t sure if the “silent
majority” of Muslims is fearful of the radical elements or secretly
sympathetic to them. With his acknowledgement that Muslims
do not generally speak out against Islamic terrorism, the question
arises, what about western Muslims? Are they mute from fear or
sympathy? If from fear, it suggests that there are sufficient
numbers of terrorists or sympathizers among them in the West
to prevent them from speaking out. If from sympathy, then the
same problem exists. Either way, there are great numbers of
terrorists or sympathizers in the West, and they pose a great
threat to our security.

Toameh continues:

The Muslim world consists of more than one billion
people, and it’s very difficult to tell what percentage of
this one billion supports al-Qaeda or Zarqawi or other
terrorist groups.

Daniel Pipes, Director of the conservative think tank Middle
East Forum, estimates that “some ten to fifteen percent of
Muslims worldwide support radical Islam. That’s not to say that
only ten to fifteen percent are anti-American or anti-Zionist. No,
that’s much larger.”
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Ten percent of one billion is 100 million. That’s the lower
end of the estimated number of Muslims that support Islamic
terrorism. Without a doubt, the number that is anti-American
is in the hundreds of millions. Virtually all Muslims are anti-
Zionist, and almost all are anti-Semitic. This does not portend
well for the world’s Jews.

Indoctrination of Youth
Obsession presents a striking comparison of radical Islamic

indoctrination of children to that of Nazi Germany prior to
World War II. A number of clips from Arab television show
children vowing to die for jihad. On Palestinian TV, Sheik
Ibrahim Madhi states, “We must educate our children on the
love of jihad for the sake of Allah, and the love of fighting for
the sake of Allah.”

One little girl, no older than eight years of age, is seen in her
classroom crying out, “Lend your hands to justice and to jihadi!”
Another girl, even younger, proclaims, “But I march quickly to
my death!”

Yet another little girl, perhaps six years of age, is seen standing
before her classmates shouting, “When I wander into the
entrance to Jerusalem I’ll turn into a suicide warrior! I’ll turn
into a suicide warrior! In battle dress! In battle dress! In battle
dress!”

Scenes of Nazi youth, and Muslim youth indoctrinated into
jihad, demonstrate the same spirit of hatred toward Jews and
America.

As a side note, even Secretary of State Hillary Clinton (not
seen in this DVD) has become alarmed at the propaganda
directed toward young children through Palestinian schools,
stating as early as 2008, “We must stop the propaganda to which
Palestinian children are being exposed.” Clinton was addressing
Palestinian textbooks and Palestinian television programming
directed at children, accusing them of “indoctrination that
basically, profoundly, poisons the minds of these children.”

The question arises how “we” can stop such propaganda.

Common Denominators
One of the excuses offered by radical Muslims in their jihad

against Israel is that the Jews are invaders of their land and must
be destroyed. If it weren’t for Israel, Islam would be at peace. Yet
long before Israel became a nation the Muslim world allied with
Hitler to exterminate the Jews. Haj Amin al-Husseini, the Grand
Mufti of Jerusalem, was a founder of the radical Islamic move-
ment. Obsession presents rare Nazi footage of Hitler and the mufti
meeting in secret, during which Hitler confided that first and
foremost, his war was a war of extermination against the Jews.

Although Arabs are non-Aryan, Hitler saw the value of their
hatred of Jews, and engaged the mufti to raise a SS division made
up of Bosnian Muslims. Germans were perplexed as to why
non-Aryan Muslims were fighting alongside the German army.

One interesting common thread presented in Obsession is the
disclaimer by jihadi sympathizers that “jihad” merely means
“struggle,” particularly inward struggle. To this, former PLO
terrorist Walid Shoebat points out that, yes, “jihad” means
“personal struggle,” but so does “mien kampf.”

Hitler’s “jihad” was against the Jews; Islam’s jihad is against
the Jews.

But as former Hitler Youth officer Alfons Heck warns in
Obsession, a secular ideology like that of the Nazis is less
dangerous than Islam because “God,” not a man like the Führer,
is telling them to kill and destroy.

Jihad against the West is not only through violence, but
through subterfuge and subtle propaganda with the intent to
take over the governments. Dr. Ahmed Dwidar, an Islamic cleric,
states on Arab TV, “In 1995 I heard some sermons saying that
Muslims should march on the White House from some of the
mosques.”

To this the narrator asked, “What do you mean by “march
on the White House?”

Dwidar replies, “One cleric said in his sermon, ‘We are going
to the White House so that Islam will be victorious, Allah willing,
and the White House will become the Muslim House.’”

“Are you going to occupy the White House, or what?” asked
the narrator.

“No,” said Dwidar, “they say that through the domination
of Islam and its ideas, the White House will be changed.”

I’m sorry to say that in view of Barack Obama’s overt
pandering to Islam, this statement strikes very close to home.

A Challenge
Near the end of Obsession, Nonei Darwish, former Muslim

and daughter of a Muslim “martyr” for jihad, responds to claims
that the vast majority of Muslims are peace-loving and abhor
terrorism:

So if they truly want to bring out the compassionate
and peace element in Islam, they really have to behave
like it. They have to teach it in their schools.

Brigitte Gabriel, well-known Lebanese journalist and author,
offers this challenge to peaceful Muslims:

It is the duty of all moderate Muslims to stand up and
speak out against the hate—to speak out against the jihad.
If they don’t agree with it, then let us hear your voices.

This is only reasonable considering how alleged moderate
Muslims insist that non-Muslims in the West are overreacting
by painting all Muslims with the brush of “terrorist.” Certainly
among the one billion Muslims in the world there must be some
who have the resources to publicly and loudly protest against
radical Islam. But the vast majority of Muslim media program-
ming either incites extremism, or defends it by blaming its rise
on the actions of America and the Jews.

Even our alleged “ally,” Saudi Arabia, as wealthy as it is, does
little more than take a token stance against terrorism. One
example of how Saudi Arabia allows within its borders broadcasts
calling for jihad against the West is a clip from Iqra TV in Saudi
Arabia featuring Saudi cleric ’Aed Al-Qami calling for heads to
roll:

Who can say even one word against this true jihad
against these colonialist occupiers? Houses and young
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men must be sacrificed. Throats must be slit and skulls
must be shattered. This is the path to victory!

We are not dealing with a tidy little war among nation states
as in the past. Jihad is against all non-Muslims everywhere. The
goal is world domination. And that is not a tenet of radical Islam
alone. It was a tenet of Muhammad himself as stated in the Koran.

JIHAD AGAINST AMERICA
The Third Jihad focuses particularly on Islam’s designs to turn

the United States into a Muslim nation. It is narrated by Dr.
Zuhdi Jasser, a Muslim American and former Lt. Commander
in the U.S. Navy and once staff physician to the U.S. Congress—
one of very few Muslims willing to openly challenge radical Islam.
Describing himself as a “devout Muslim,” Dr. Jasser states that
he has dedicated his life to fighting radical Islam.

In his research into radical Islam he came across a document
which, in his words, “reveals the true agenda of much of the
Muslim leadership here in America.”

Notice, Jasser does not say, “radical Muslim leadership here
in America,” but “Muslim leadership here in America,” period.
When 9/11 occurred, Jasser states, “I had expected to see
Muslims in America taking to the streets and protesting against
bin Ladin. Instead, in the years that followed, we saw many
Muslim leaders standing up to defend or support the radicals.”

A Muslim cleric, Abdul Malik Ali, speaking to a throng of
Muslims in Oakland, California, is seen protesting to the people,
“Stop calling them suicide bombers! They are not suicide
bombers; they are heroes!” To this the crowd shouts agreement.

Professor Hatem (Hate ’em?) Bazian at the University of
California, Berkeley, shouts to cheering students, “It’s about
time that we have an intifada in this country, that change,
fundamentally, the political dynamics in here!”

(Intifada is Arabic for “rebellion,” “revolution,” “uprising.”)
In response to his discovery of how overwhelmingly Muslim

leadership in America favors intifada and supports Muslim
radicals, Jasser formed his own organization, the American
Islamic Forum for Democracy (AIFD). He asks, Where are the
Muslims? Where are they in speaking out and condemning
terrorism?” As a result, he has become an outcast by Muslim
leadership across the country.

What shocked Jasser was the discovery of a document written
in America by American Muslims, through which he says he
really understood what was going on—“a strategy to infiltrate and
dominate America”.

Scenes of American Muslims burning the Stars and Stripes
on American streets demonstrate that radical Islam is gaining
boldness in this country, able to desecrate the symbol of the
nation with impunity.

 The Third Jihad laments how the American media and our
own government are refusing to address the degree to which
radical Islam has grown in the United States. Indeed, the fact
that this video has been decried by the FBI, the NYPD and
federal authorities is evidence that they are either in denial or
are bowing under pressure to the politically correct stance of the
current administration and leftist media.

CONCLUSION
These are merely a few of the many startling and educational

revelations found in these videos.
Both are masterfully produced. I would go so far as to say

that they outdo all other documentaries on Islam that I’ve seen
to date. Yet they aren’t explicitly “Christian.” Obsession has
received accolades from several non-Christian sources including
Jewish commentator and entertainment reviewer, Michael
Medved, Professor Jeffrey H. Norwitz, of the U.S. Naval War
College, and Dr. Herbert London of the Hudson Institute.

Obsession was the winner for Best Feature Film at the 2005
Liberty Film Festival, and received the Special Jury Award at the
Houston Worldfest 2006 International Film Festival, among
other honors.

Howard Gordon, Executive Producer of the hit TV series 24,
said that it is “required viewing for everyone.”

Alas, in spite of all the good things to say about these videos,
Obsession is marred at the end by one statement from Brigitte
Gabriel, who should know better:

It is through hope and education that we will be able
to win this war and accomplish peace.

No, no! A thousand times NO!
In the first place, we will never win this war, nor will peace

ever be accomplished by any means. This is a war being waged
in the spirit realm. The only war that can be won is in the hearts
of individuals, and then only through the proclaiming of the
Gospel. Even so, the vast majority of mankind will reject the
One who can bring peace to their troubled souls. And therein
lies the problem for the world. Scripture is clear that as the end
of this age approaches, wars will continue unabated. No amount
of education—no amount of hope—will change anything.

If this sounds pessimistic, it really isn’t; it’s realistic because
all these things are pointing to the Lord’s return, which isn’t
getting any further away. We are drawing closer to it each second.

Yet we must be aware of how the enemy is waging war against
us. We must use the means the Lord offers us to educate
ourselves and those close to us so that we will not be sucked into
the maelstrom of unbelief and defeat.

Thus, we offer these videos through Sword Publishers with
the caveat that, in spite of Brigitte Gabriel’s appeal to hope and
education, the best we can do is pray for our Lord’s protection
upon His children.

Jesus prayed to the Father only for those He had been given.
He stated clearly, “I do not pray for the world.” He knows the
world cannot be saved. It must be purified through the fire of
regeneration that will one day produce a New Earth and New
Heavens. And that will happen only after He has ruled the
nations with a rod of iron for one thousand years after He
returns. Even with Him present there will not be universal peace
on the earth. Unregenerate men will still harbor rebellion that
will blossom at the end of the thousand years into the final
revolution against the Prince of Peace.

May all who read this be found suitable to rule with Him in
His Kingdom.v
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The
Power
Elite and
the
Secret
Nazi
Plan

Review by Albert James Dager

Was Nazism defeated with the death of Adolf Hitler?
Was Hitler even aware that he might be a pawn in the
game conducted by a clandestine power elite that first

backed him with the financial means necessary to take over
Germany, only to sacrifice him as it has so many others
throughout history? In the early 1960s when I studied the
globalist conspiracy, I learned that Hitler was backed by interna-
tional financiers (including Jewish bankers). I concluded that
their intention was to destroy Germany as a major power within
Europe that stood in the way of international socialism
(communism).  Hitler’s National Socialism (Nazism) would be
the means to that end. Hitler would be raised up, only to be
thrown on the ash heap of history once that purpose was achieved.

The overt push for globalism began after World War I when
an attempt was made by the international financiers to establish
the League of Nations, ostensibly as an instrument of world
peace. Because a sufficient number of U.S. congressmen and
senators saw through the plan to strip America of its sovereignty
and meld it into a globalist society, they squelched the idea. Thus
it became necessary to foment another, far deadlier war which,
to the surprise of no one who understood the globalist
conspiracy, resulted in the creation of the United Nations
Organization. Eventually, even Soviet communism would be

abandoned in favor of a “peaceful” transition into globalism.
How did I know in the early 60s that communism was just a
façade that would be replaced by globalism? My study of
Scripture and knowledge of our government’s policies that
worked to erode U.S. sovereignty melded to bring the picture
into focus.

With this background, I was intrigued to read Dennis L.
Cuddy’s new book, The Power Elite and the Secret Nazi Plan.
Cuddy, a former senior associate with the U.S. Department of
Education, is an historian and political analyst who has been a
political and economic risk assessor for an international
consulting firm. His well-documented book reveals details that
would boggle the mind of the average person—even those who
understand how the nations are being stripped of their
sovereignty in preparation for global governance.

Cuddy asserts that what he calls the Power Elite “has used
both communism and Nazism in a dialectical process to bring
about a techno-feudal world socialist government.” He quotes
Dr. Bella Dodd, a former high-ranking official of the Communist
Party U.S.A., who revealed that the inner group of her party
knew well that “some of the same forces which gave Hitler his
start had also started Lenin and his staff of revolutionists.”

Cuddy indicts international super capitalism—the likes of J.P.
Morgan, John D. Rockefeller and others—as the force behind
world socialism, and explains why supercapitalists would favor
a socialist society. In every society there is an elite ruling class,
and that is true of every form of socialist society even more so
than of non-socialist societies.

Through this book one may explore the far-reaching,
centuries-old conspiracy to bring all nations under a single
authoritarian structure. Read about the involvement of U.S.
presidents, major corporations supplying materiel for both sides
of the conflict in both world wars, secret societies with ancient
roots and their role in higher education. Learn how well-known
and well-loved American figures of history, ensconced in our
own government, have associated with Nazis during and after
WWII. How Martin Bormann, Hitler’s second-in-command, fled
Germany with $180 billion in assets (today worth trillions of
dollars) which he used to implement the secret Nazi plan to
spread national socialism around the world.

What is the Nazi connection to Islam? Is the existence of
Israel really the reason Muslims want to purge the earth of Jews,
just as Hitler did? Or were their plans already in effect long before
Israel became a nation? Could this be why Hezbollah’s salute is
exactly the same as the Nazi salute? Might Barack Obama be a
closet Muslim as Egyptian foreign minister Amed Aboul Gheit
claimed Obama told him in private?

This is intriguing reading which Cuddy, a brother in Christ,
offers for believers in Jesus to understand the temporal
machinations of the spiritual warfare being waged against the
Lord and His truth.v

The Power Elite and the Secret Nazi Plan
is available through Sword Publishers
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You’ve probably seen them whizzing by you on the
highway—cars with bumper stickers that say, “Jesus
is________. What’s that all about, you may wonder. To

satisfy your curiosity you may have gone on-line to search out
jesus-is.org., the website for The City Church with several
congregations from Seattle to Orlando. Turns out, it’s a website
that solicits people’s understanding of who or what Jesus is. The
home page is sectioned into squares where people’s opinions are
posted. Below the squares is this statement:

WHAT GOES IN THE BLANK?

Everyone has an opinion of who Jesus is. That’s why this
website exists: as a platform for people to express who
Jesus is to them.

Jesus is a lot of things, but the answer is in the Bible. It says
that Jesus is the Son of God, who came to earth on a
mission to restore mankind to God. By living a perfect life,
dying on a cross, and coming back to life, His mission was
a success. We can know God because of Jesus.

So maybe the reality of who Jesus is remains too big for the
blank.

Links on the page take you to testimonies of what Jesus is to
members of The City Church congregations. One testimony
describes how, after trying to have children for ten years, a couple
eventually had twin boys. They end with, “Jesus is hope” and
“Jesus is my double portion.” They thank The City Church for
being there for them.

Another states, “Jesus is supporting our sailors,” describing
a ministry of The City Church to supply care packages for sailors
who have no support from home.

“Jesus is feeding starving children,” features The City Church’s
ministry to feed children in the community.

For Rhonda, a breast cancer survivor, “Jesus is life.”
Jonathan, a former drug abuser, considers Jesus “my friend,

my god, my purpose to be alive.”
Others state, Jesus is: “unexplainable grace”; “laughter”; “my

identity”; “everything”; “faithful”; “freedom”;  “fulfillment”; “joy”;
“my Savior.”

There are some moving testimonies of God’ grace working
in people’s lives, and one must certainly understand how these
people and the leaders at The City Church wish to offer them
as hope for the lost. Who could argue with this? Certainly it
would be wrong to question Christians for offering what they
think is glorifying to God. Except that it is God, not man, who

determines what glorifies Him. And that is what is troubling
about this campaign. Good intentions don’t equate to the
anointing of God upon a work.

My concern is that although the testimonies of these City
Church members are meant to glorify Jesus the overall effect is
to mingle that with denigration and blasphemy against Him.

The purpose of the website is to open dialogue to viewers
who are allowed to post their own impressions of who they
consider Jesus to be. So along with a number of postings from
Christians, “The mightiest messenger of God”; “God in the
flesh”; “Our salvation” and others, we can read, “A magician who
died”; “Dead”; “How old men brainwash populations”; “Loving
gay people”; “A zombie”; “A false Messiah”; “A false hope”; “The
result of pre-marital sex, the threat of being stoned to death and
a lie.”; “A horrible idea that has caused too much trouble in the
world”; “Worse than cocaine”; “Racist”; “The Devil” “An idiotic
fairy tale that one shouldn’t believe in past the age of 12”; “Santa
for adults”; “A lie”; “Nonexistant”; “Illogical”; “As real as Osiris,
Horus, Zeus and Thor”; “A waste of time.”

Need I go on?
As the opinions flash on and off in their assigned squares,

it’s difficult to assess whether the majority are Christians or
anti-Christs. I would say it’s about 60-40 on the side of anti-Christ.

Regardless the intentions, The City Church is providing a
platform for anti-Christs to blaspheme and put to scorn the Lord.

How does that glorify God?
Is it a hook to get people to find The City Church website

in the hope that they will in the process find Christ? Obviously.
But this is distressing to any true believer in Jesus who has a

modicum of discernment. For decades Christians have opposed
the humanistic philosophy that the end justifies the means. That
is the justification for virtually every evil that is sanctioned in
society. Yet it is also the justification in churches and Christian
ministries that seem to think that as long as someone comes to
Christ it doesn’t matter how they are hooked. Thus, in this case,
a church can offer a platform for people to blaspheme Christ as
long as there is the possibility that a few of them might see the
testimonies and choose to believe. It is just such reasoning that
is behind one City Church pastor’s public campaign to get
people to come to his church to hear him preach. In this case,
the worldly wisdom that says, “Sex sells,” is being used to
promote a series of messages on sexuality for Christians. On the
facing page is a picture of the postcard we received recently.

I sent an e-mail to the pastor, Judah Smith of The City
Church in Kirkland, Washington, to which I have not received
a reply. In the e-mail I stated:

Dear Judah.
I’ve listened to the two messages you’ve given thus far in the

series Jesus Is Bringing Sexy Back.

EDITORIAL
Jesus Is________.
What do you say?

By Albert James Dager
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Most of what you say is well-stated and scriptural, and your
passion for the subject matter is evident. There is much to be
commended in what you say, particularly your appeal for your
audience to have compassion on those caught in sin. But I must
ask, “What are you thinking?”

In the love of the Lord, I would like to offer a critique on
some points.

When I received your postcard in my Post Office box I was
taken aback by the overt sensuality of the image, and the
suggestion that “Jesus is bringing sexy back.”

I understand your non-dictionary interpretation of “sexy,”
but that is not how the average person—believer and non-
believer—would understand it. This card was sent to “Occupant,”
which I would perceive to mean it was a mass mailing throughout
parts of the Puget Sound area. As such, it gives the impression
that “sexy” in the proper definition of the word (i.e., “exciting
or intended to excite sexual desire; erotic”) is how the vast
majority of people would receive it. It coming from a church
institution, I surmised (or at least hoped; one can’t be too sure
these days) that your message would not be “sexy” in that sense.
But the picture of the woman’s voluptuous lips and the sugges-
tion of nudity would in most cases cause people to assume
otherwise. The mere suggestion is titillating, which is not the
Lord’s way of attracting the lost or His children. I understand
how the card was meant to grab the attention of the recipient
with the hope that many would come to your church to hear
your message where you ably clarify the Lord’s position on sex
as opposed to the world’s perversions, but it distresses me to see
you adopt the “sex sells” mentality.

Sadly, we expect the world to succumb to the idea that “sex
sells,” but churches should not succumb to that idea. Granted, it
caught my attention, and I can’t recall ever receiving a card from
City Church inviting me to attend on the basis of any scriptural
message prior to this, so it seems as if your use of this method is
gratuitous. I’m inclined to believe that you, too, understand that
getting people’s attention through a titillating ad might enhance
attendance, but I’m sorry to say that this just isn’t proper.

As well, in spite of many excellent points in your sermons,
some of your statements do not glorify the Lord or edify the Body
of Christ. The most offensive to me is, “We worship the sexiest
being on the planet.”

First, the Father is not on the planet, nor is the Son; the Holy
Spirit does not call us to worship Him, but intends to glorify the
Son.

Second, God is not “sexy.” Yes, He created sex for His
creatures, but He Himself is not “sexy” even using your improper
definition, nor does it glorify Him to call Him sexy, regardless
how you interpret the word. Frankly, no one has any business
altering the meaning of words just to make a point or to attract
an audience. Words have definite meanings, and we acknowl-
edge those meanings when we use them. Some of your com-
ments, either by design or by happenstance, elicited several
exclamations of “Wooo!” expressed in a sensual way. This should
tell you that, intentions aside, the tone of your sermon was
sensual on several occasions.

I don’t know of any true believer who doesn’t already know
that sex between husband and wife is good and acceptable to
God and to the Body of Christ. What purpose, then, does it
serve to be so blatant about it through suggestive advertising and
focusing an entire series on the subject? If it is for the benefit of
non-believers, then it is putting the cart before the horse.
Personal ministry to those newly come to Christ should address
these issues if they are germane to the individual’s sins. But
although you promised to keep your message discreet for the
sake of the young in the audience, the truth is that portions of
your message were not so discreet, as evidenced by the aforemen-
tioned “Wooo!”s. Discretion dictates that we approach subjects
such as this in a more mature manner. That doesn’t mean we
do not address what must be addressed, but as you stated in one
of your sermons, it’s a shame even to speak of those things done
in private by those who are perishing. Yet if we use sensual means
to attract attention to our message—no matter how godly the
message in the long run—we are not being led by the Spirit of
God. And that, I fear, is a problem in most pulpits today. There
are many men (and, contrary to Scripture, women) who are
teaching the Body of Christ out of natural talent and knowledge
of the Word rather than under the anointing of the Holy Spirit.

Forgive me for suggesting that, at least in several instances
during these sermons, I perceive your impetus not to be His
anointing, but your personal talent and magnetism which, I
might add, are formidable.

I am offering this as counsel, not to criticize, but to help you
in your youth to understand the difference, and to hopefully in
the future allow yourself to be more soberly guided by Him.

In Jesus’ love,
Al Dager

I tried to be as kind as possible to this 33-year-old pastor.
While we do not despise one’s youth (1 Timothy 4:12), we
recognize that most young people aren’t mature enough to
handle the Word of God properly.

This is an appeal to the flesh, not the spirit, and it is not the
only occasion where “sex sells” has been the reasoning behind
public teaching in Christian circles. But I offer this opinion now
in the hope that Christians will learn to discern anointed
ministry as opposed to fleshly attempts to teach God’s Word.v
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FRIENDS OR RELATIVES IN DECEPTION?
HERE'S A SIMPLE SOLUTION!

When believers are caught in apostasy they can be frustratingly
blind to the truth and painfully closed to sound correction, especially
when it comes from close friends or family members.

In these tricky circumstances, it is often necessary to use an
indirect approach when attempting to rescue such folks. The superb
new book Preying on our Children does this brilliantly. It tugs at the
reader's heart by taking advantage of the fact that the further a
church's doctrines and practices stray from God's word, the greater
the likelihood that pedophiles are operating in that church's midst.

The book graciously but cogently demonstrates that key errors
within modern evangelical churches  facilitate the molestation of
youngsters in those churches. (Many cases of abuse are covered
up by embarrassed elders. But despite this,  hundreds upon

hundreds of new cases across the
evangelical denominations are
being uncovered each year in
America alone.)

For those sincere but deceived
Christians to be woken up to the
error of their ways, you might
prayerfully consider sending them a
copy of this book and ask them
something like: "Could you do me a
big favor? Please could you read
this book through and let me know
what you think of it? I'd be interested
to know the conclusions you reach
about it when you get to the end."

Available from Sword Publishers

WHAT MIGHT THE NEXT PRESIDENT OF
THE UNITED STATES BELIEVE?

Mitt Romney, the current front-
runner for the GOP nomination for
president of the United States, is a
self-professed devout Mormon who
insists that he believes strongly in his
church’s teachings.

Yet in spite of this, many leaders
within evangelical churches and in
the Christian media are flocking to
support him in the hope that he will
be the deliverer of America from the
leftist policies of Barack Obama.

In the process, they are embrac-
ing Romney as a fellow Christian and
lending great credibility to the Church
of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
(Mormonism).

Regardless how one may feel
about the politics of Romney, there is justified concern among true
believers in Jesus that this credibility coming from those entrusted
to maintain the purity of the faith will lead many naïve and
uninformed Christians to explore the viability of Mormonism as an
avenue of worship.

This book, authored by Kurt Van Gorden, a former associate
of Dr. Walter Martin, succinctly analyses many of the doctrines and
practices of Mormonism. We are offering it as an aid for those who
want to know what that religion is really all about and how it
blasphemes the Holy One of Israel. Our hope is that fellow believers
will not be tricked into silence when ministering to others.

Available from Sword Publishers

CHARLES MARVIN “CHUCK” ALEXANDER

Jean and I met Chuck and his wife Barbara in 1980 when he was
transferred from Seattle as an executive with Otis Elevator
Company. He had recently come to Christ. We became imme-

diate friends, and remained so for all these years, blessed to see him
grow in grace. It was because of Chuck and Barbara that we moved to
Washington State in 1988. They were both from this area, and had
moved back when Chuck was again transferred. We came to visit them
with the intention of looking through Washington, Oregon and
Northern California for an affordable home large enough to house the
ministry. In the week we stayed with them we found the house we both
fell in love with, and we decided to plant our roots here.

Chuck and Barbara were not only personal friends, but friends of
the ministry. They contributed greatly in helping us find fellowship
and comfort in our new surroundings. As Chuck’s health began to fail
they found it necessary to move to Kansas City, Missouri, to be near
their daughter Bobbi, who is a registered nurse, and her husband Jim,
a well-known heart specialist.

The Parkinson’s that started to take away the strength of this once
tall, robust man caused much heartbreak for us. We are sad to lose
him, but we rejoice with the saints that he is with our Lord.

We’ll miss our dear friend “Chuckles.”
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Books From Sword Publishers
VENGEANCE IS OURS:
The Church in Dominion
Albert James Dager - 283 pages

A militancy is stirring in the breasts
of some Christians in response to the
evils that beset society. Tens of thou-
sands attend spiritual warfare   seminars
hoping to learn how to “take dominion
over the earth.” A call for vengeance on
God’s enemies and a restructuring of
society under God’s Law is being heard.

But is it the Christian’s responsibil-
ity to take control of society and recon-
struct it in accordance with God’s Law?’

Vengeance Is Ours is the only book
available that analyzes the various forms
of dominion theology, from Manifested
Sons of God to Christian Reconstruction.

B-1001   Paperback  $10 - 1 lb.

THE WORLD CHRISTIAN
MOVEMENT: A Great Delusion
Leading to the Religio-Political
State of the Anti-Christ
Albert James Dager - 233 pages

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is being
compromised as we learn that it is no
longer proper to proclaim Jesus Christ as
Savior unless done so within the context
of the world’s pagan religions. We are told
that God speaks through Buddha, Moham-
med, Confucius and other “holy men.”

Major Christian voices are sounding
this siren song of compromise and denial
of Christ. Will you recognize the decep-
tion in your church? This book offers the
only information available on the World
Christian Movement–an important subject

B-1055   Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE? Why Do You
Believe It?
Albert James Dager - 102 pages

What we believe, whether a religious or secular
philosophy, impacts our lives. What you believe is
important not only to you, but to those whom you
influence in life. Yet most people cannot offer empir-
ical evidence for their beliefs, resting rather on
emotion and their upbringing. Can you give a rea-
soned explanation for why you believe what you
believe? Can you say for a certainty that your beliefs
are superior to all others? You may accept or reject
what the author says, but at least you will be able to
assess your own beliefs as true or false.
B-1075   Paperback     $10 - 1 lb.

WHAT IS THE TRUE GOSPEL?
Albert James Dager - 110 pages

Jesus proclaimed what He called “the Gospel of
the Kingdom.” He then commissioned His disciples
to go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel of
the Kingdom to all the nations. But even from the
beginning there have been false gospels proclaimed
by those claiming to be messengers of God. Today
we are witnessing a great apostasy based largely on
institutional traditions. Many false gospels emanating
from pulpits, radio, and television–even many that
seem to glorify Jesus–differ from the Gospel pro-
claimed by Jesus. This book points the reader back to
Scripture to discover the original Gospel.
B-1081        Paperback  $8 - 1 lb.

THE HOUSE ASSEMBLY: Recapturing
the First-Century Model For The Gath-
ering of the Saints
Albert James Dager - 221 pages

Many Christians are experiencing the inevitable
results of religious institutionalism: denominational
traditions; abusive pastors; false teachings; anecdotal
sermons; favoritism and other unscriptural teachings
and practices. This book is a guide for those desiring
to start a house assembly after the pattern of the
first-century ekklesia. Includes examples of the
author’s experiences in the house assembly, as well
as biblical models for elders, teaching, fellowship and
other aspects of gathering in love.
B-1074   Paperback     $12 - 1 lb.

A FALSE DOCTRINE OF SUBTLE
PURPOSE
Albert James Dager - 106 pages

Thousands of churches and tens of thousands of
pastors are being strongly influenced by the writings
of Rick Warren, pastor of Saddleback Community
Church in California. His two best-selling books, The
Purpose-Driven Life and The Purpose-Driven Church,
have taken churches by storm. But are Warren’s
teachings and methodologies truly biblical? This book
reveals many of Warren’s unscriptural teachings. It is
not a polemic against Warren, but a careful analysis
of his teachings and methods lauded not only by
Christians, but by the world. (Media Spotlight articles)
B-1080       Paperback  $10 - 1 lb.
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PREYING ON OUR CHILDREN
Dusty Peterson  171 pages

Sexual abuse of children is more
prevalent in all denominations than is
realized by most. This book exposes
the degree of abuse and how it is
growing, while offering scriptural
advice on how to avoid it for your
children. A must read.
B-1105 Paperback $11 - 1 lb.

A DIFFERENT GOSPEL
D.R. McConnell  225 pages

An exposé of the word-faith move-
ment from a theology instructor at Oral
Roberts University, Traces the origins
of word-faith from E.W. Kenyon’s
science-of-mind connections to the
plagiarism of Kenneth Hagin and
beyond.
B-1005 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

WEIGHED AND FOUND WANTING
Bill Randles  209 pages

A Pentecostal pastor looks at the
Toronto Blessing. Read why the author
believes that this current “Renewal” is
actually a judgment from God, and
possibly the great delusion spoken of
in 2 Thessalonians 2!

B-1008 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

BEWARE THE NEW PROPHETS
Bill Randles  132 pages

Randles has touched on a subject
of great importance: the re-emergence
of the Latter Rain Movement with its
aberrant theology and careless escha-
tology. Will help the uninformed as
well as those already aware of this
deception to understand its threat.
B-1043 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

A WONDERFUL DECEPTION: The
Further New Age Implications of
the Emerging Purpose Driven
Movement
Warren Smith  229 pages

A former New Ager reveals how
Christian leaders, whether wittingly or
unwittingly, are guiding followers into
spiritual deceptions.
B-1099 Paperback $15  - 1 lb.

MORMONISM
Kurt Van Gorden     94 pages

With its emphasis on family values
and conservative ethics, Mormonism is
being given by Christian leaders much
credibility as a valid expression of
biblical faith. Peel back the facade and
you will find a heretical cult with roots
in immorality, racism and violence.
B-1108 Paperback $11 - 1 lb.

GOD’S WRATH ON LEFT BEHIND
Lisa Ruby   214 pages

Many deceptions have found their
way  into these end-time fiction books.
This exposé reveals how the “Christian”
characters reflect ungodliness, working
for anti-Christ, denying Jesus, lying,
stealing, and cheating. Add to these the
unscriptural end-time scenario.
B-1071 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

NEW THE POWER ELITE AND
THE SECRET NAZI PLAN
D. L. Cuddy, Ph.D. 169 pages

While the world celebrated the
defeat of Hitler’s Germany, his second-
in-command secreted billions of dollars
in foreign banks to finance the spread
of global socialism. Startling facts that
shed light in many dark areas.
B-1107 Paperback $13 - 1 lb.

THE FLEECING OF CHRISTIANITY
Jackie Alnor  221 pages

A look at the shadowy world of
the TBN dynasty. The author reveals
some personal secrets of Christian
media “stars,” but she tries to keep the
polemic down. We don’t agree entirely
with her eschatology, but this book is
worth the read.
B-1100 Paperback $12 - 2 lbs.

MEASURING THE MUSIC
John Makujina, Ph.D. 369 pages

Discusses the hot issue of Contem-
porary Christian Music, emphasizing
biblical principles and musical science.
A study needed in today’s climate of
anything-goes “Christian” entertain-
ment. Destroys the myths of liberal
interpretations of music in the Bible.
B-1052 Paperback $15 - 2 lbs.

PSYCHOHERESEY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   259 pages

Exposes the fallacies of psycho-
logical counseling and psychotherapy,
encouraging a return to the biblical
foundations for Christian living. A
most important book written by experts
on the field of psychology and its
inroads into the churches.
B-1011 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

CRI GUILTY OF PSYCHOHERESY?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   144 pages

A response to Bob and Gretchen
Passantino’s series on psychology in
Christian Research Institute’s Christian
Research Journal. The authors charge
the Passantinos and CRI with
psychoheresy–the integration of psy-
chological theory with Scripture.
B-1028 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

PERSON-TO-PERSON MINISTY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   250 pages

Reveals the innate sinfulness of
problem-centered counseling; shows
how it leads Christians into feeding the
flesh and quenching the Spirit. Gives
reasons why Christians must abandon
the problem-centered approach in favor
of becoming Christ-centered.
B-1097 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

HYPNOSIS: Medical, Scientific, or
Occultic?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   142 pages

Hypnosis induces an altered state
of consciousness no different from
shamanic states of consciousness.
Although passed off as scientific, and
even medical, hypnosis is at its core
occultic and potentially lethal.
B-1085 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

Books From Other Publishers

THE DAY OF ISLAM: The Annihila-
tion of America and the Western
World
Paul L. Williams  288 pages

Not a Christian book, but every
Christian should read it. One caveat:
you’ll wish you hadn’t. This book will
spur many Christians to get serious
about their walk and their prayer life.
B-1090 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.

THE TORCH OF THE TESTIMONY
John W. Kennedy 251 pages

A 2,000-year history of the Chris-
tians and churches that have stood
outside the Catholic-Protestant tradition.
Originally published in India in 1964;
little known in the West. We don’t
recommend some of this publisher’s
other items, but this is a gem.
B-1022 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

THE PILGRIM CHURH
E. H.Broadbent  448 pages

The real story of the faith is not
the one recorded in secular or religious
history, which has largely been tainted
by Roman Catholic influences. This
classic will trill you with stories of
unknown heroes of the faith who have
stood firm for God’s truth. Wonderful.
B-1053 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.

CHRIST-CENTERED MINISTRY vs.
PROBLEM-CENTERED COUNSEL-
ING: A Radical Proposal
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   134 pages

A call to overthrow intimidation
from the psychological and biblical
counseling movements, and to free
believers to minister to fellow believers
in a biblical manner.
B-1103 Paperback       $10 - 1

STOP COUNSELING!  START
MIINISTERING!
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   325 pages

Why Christians should be opposed
to all forms of counseling. Reveals how
counseling, which is problem-centered,
involves sinful conversations. Offers
ways to equip those in need to live a
biblical life.
B-1102 Paperback    $16 - 2 lbs.

12 STEPS TO DESTRUCTION
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   247 pages

Exposes the codependency/recovery
heresies that have affected the churches
through “Christian” psychology. Written
for those who are suffering from the trials
of life and for those who want to help
them. Also for both those currently or
formerly in 12-step recovery programs.
B-1014 Paperback      $12 - 1 lb.

NEW 101 HYMN STORIES: The
Inspiring True Stories Behind 101
Favorite Hymns
Kenneth W. Osbeck     288 pages

Uplifting, encouraging accounts
of many who wrote songs of praise and
worship in circumstances that severely
tested their faith—songs that find no
equal in modern Christian music.
B-1106 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.
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Books From Other Publishers

HOMEGROWN JIHAD: Terrorist
Camps Around the U.S.
PRB Films   105 Minutes

The explosive documentary with
never-before-seen footage of terrorist
compounds in the U.S. under the lead-
ership of radical Pakistani cleric Sheikh
Mubarak Gilani. “Soldiers of Allah” are
being trained to wage war in the U.S.
DVD-2029   $15 - 1 lb.

THE GREAT APOSTASY: the Lost
Sign
The Christian Sentinel 90 Minutes

Somewhat amateurish, but dyna-
mite expose of charismania at its worst.
A wake-up call, and a show-and-tell
demonstration of the unclean spirit of
anti-Christ in our midst.

DVD-2019   $20 - 1 lb.

CROSSING THE LINE: The Inti-
fada Comes to Campus
Imagination Productions 40 Minutes

Shows how the Mideast conflict
is evoking deep anti-Jewish sentiments
among college professors and students.
Reveals financial ties between Middle
East Studies programs and Arab states’
proliferation of anti-Semitism.
DVD-2030    $20 - 1 lb.

TERRORISM: The New War on
Freedom
Jeremiah Films  50 Minutes

Tells the truth about the violent
nature of Islam. Hatred of everything non-
Islamic is fundamental to that religion,
not just to the “radical” elements. This
video offers strong documentation of the
anti-Christ, anti-Jewish agenda of Islam.
DVD-2023   $24  - 1 lb.

NEW THE THIRD JIHAD:
Radical Islam’s Vision for America
The Clarion Fund 72 Minutes

Banned by the NYPD under
pressure from “moderate” Islamic
organizations in America. Indicts the
media and government for keeping
us in the dark. Well documented,
and most important.
DVD- 2032     $13 - 1 lb.
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DVDs

EARTH’S EARLIEST AGES
G.H. Pember       332 pages

This is a 19th-century classic that
addresses the pre-Adamic theory and
the early history of Satan, and offers a
biblical account of the Fall of Man and
the Flood eras, and modern distortions
of the texts and contexts of both. It is
considered controversial by some.
B-1104 Paperback    $12 - 2 lbs.

MASONIC & OCCULT SYMBOLS
ILLUSTRATED
Dr. Cathy Burns  543 pages

A researcher into the New Age,
Freemasonry, and the occult uncovers
the hidden meanings behind symbols
that we see around us every day: logos,
hand signals, illustrations, etc.

A handy reference for researchers.
B-1026 Paperback $18 - 2 lbs.

WHILE THE EARTH ENDURES:
Creation, Cosmology and Climate
Change
Philip Foster  238 pages

Challenges the myth of man-caused
global warming, trusting God’s Word
that, as long as the earth endures, it will
provide for man’s sustenance. Also
challenges some Christian traditions.
B-1098 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

NEW OBSESSION:
Radical Islam’s War Against the West
The Clarion Fund     60 Minutes

Does Western Civilization have
much time left? Unique footage from
Arab television reveals a plan to destroy
the West and entrench Islam over the
entire world. A warfare we are not
allowed to know about.
B-2031        $13 - 1 lb.
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Warren builds bridge to Islam

As part of his P.E.A.C.E. Plan, Rick Warren, pastor of
Saddleback Church in Lake Forest, California, is part-
nering with Southern California mosques in hopes of

building bridges of understanding between Christians and
Muslims. The outreach, informally called “King’s Way,” is
working to propose a set of theological principles acknowledging
that the two religions worship the same god. Warren kicked off
his “King’s Way” program in December at a dinner hosted by
Saddleback Church attended by the congregation and some 300
Muslims.

Abraham Meulenberg, Saddleback’s pastor in charge of
interfaith outreach, joined with Muslim imam Jihad Turk,
director of religious affairs at a mosque in Los Angeles, in
presenting King’s Way as “a path to end the 1,400 years of
misunderstanding between Muslims and Christians.”

The men co-authored a document that outlines points of
agreement between Islam and Christianity, and which claims
that the two religions share two central commandments: “love
of God” and “love of neighbor.” Quoting side-by-side verses from
the Bible and Koran to illustrate its claims, the document also
proposes three goals which Christians and Muslims can work
on jointly: making friends with one another; building peace;
working on shared social service projects.

Both sides have agreed not to evangelize each other. Turk
stated that they would “witness to each other but it would be out
of ‘love thy neighbor,’ not focused on conversion.”

Late last year, Warren issued a statement in which he strongly
denied that he promotes the merging of Christianity and Islam,
which has come to be known as “Chrislam.” Rather, he wants
to keep the two faiths separate, but unified in purpose and, where
possible, theology.

Warren wants Christians to stop thinking of Muslims as
violent, and as prospects for conversion to Christ He bases his
non-conversion policy on his assumption that “God likes
variety,” and that Christians must treat everyone with love and
respect.

COMMENTARY
How does one address this without appearing “unloving” for

disagreeing strongly with Warren’s philosophy of what he terms
“love”? By all means we must love all men, including our
enemies. And sadly, many Christians have been antagonistic
toward those of other religions. But then all religions have been
(and continue to be) antagonistic toward those who do not
adhere to them.

Love of one’s neighbor does not mean refraining from
witnessing to him. It means being there to help him in time of

need and treating him with respect and
courtesy. It also means witnessing to
him about the love of God extended
to mankind through the sacrifice of
His only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ.
How can a true believer in Jesus say he
loves his neighbor and not desire to see
him saved? That is a lie of the Devil.
And that lie is permeating neo-evangel-
icalism through just such efforts to
find common ground between Chris-
tianity and other religions.

Granted, Christianity is not true biblical faith; it has many
faces, most of which are steeped in unbiblical error in both
doctrine and practice. But the word “Christianity” connotes to
the world faith in Jesus Christ as the only way to the Father YHWH.

Warren may deny that he is promoting “Chrislam,” but when
he joins in worship with Muslims as he has done to celebrate
their religious feasts, and when he says we worship the same god
as do the Muslims, he is indeed engaging in Chrislam. Chrislam
is based on the idea that Muslims and Christians worship the
same god, which is exactly what Warren is saying.

By claiming that Islam and Christianity worship the same
god, Warren and his cohorts are denying the truth they mouth:
that Jesus is the only-begotten Son of God. Warren’s claim, “My
life and ministry are built on the truth that Jesus is the only way,
and our inerrant Bible is our only true authority,” rings hollow.

A major tenet of Islam is that “god has no son.” Or, more
specifically, “Allah has no son.” In this, Muslims are correct.
Allah (their god) has no son because Allah does not exist. He is
a re-creation by Mohammed of the ancient pagan Arab moon
god named “Allah.”

Let’s say it again and again, as many times as we have to in
order to make a distinction between what we believe and what
false Christians believe: Allah is not YHWH!

I’ll say it again: Allah is not YHWH!
Another argument posited by Muslims in their attempts to

deceive Christians is that “Allah” is merely the Arabic word for
“God.” But if that’s true, why is their testimony stated, “There
is no god but Allah, and Mohammed is his prophet”? That’s
tantamount to saying, “There is no god but god.” Clearly, “Allah”
is the Arab god’s name.

The lie that the god of Islam is the same God of Christianity,
perpetrated by quisling Christians who are more interested in
living in peace than they are in dying for God’s truth, is wreaking
havoc in the churches. And sad to say, it is gaining more and
more adherents as time passes.

At the same time Christians are disarming themselves of
God’s truth, Islam in the majority is carrying out the dictates of
Mohammed to rule the world in the name of Allah.

Well, if Allah and YHWH are the same, then Rick Warren
and those who agree with him will certainly welcome that!

Why not shed themselves of all pretenses and join in
worshipping their “same god” as they work toward the same goal?

Or perhaps they are, at least naively if not purposely-driven.v

LATE-BREAKING
NEWS

“America’s Pastor”
Rick Warren
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The fifth century began with some notable advances for
anti-Christ as false religions continued their expansion
throughout the globe. Notably, Buddhism was enhanced

through the work of a Chinese Buddhist monk named Fa-Xian,
who traveled throughout Sri Lanka and India to gather Buddhist
writings, particularly the Buddhist Books of Discipline.

After the Roman Empire was ostensibly Christianized by the
alleged conversion of Constantine in the previous century, the
Roman church began to assume more power over the faith of
the people through ecclesiastical councils. The empire’s power
began to weaken as corrupt “Christian” emperors focused more
and more on personal political ambitions and the Roman Senate
continued its decline into corruption. It was a time of tremen-
dous instability for the Western Roman Empire which came to
an end in AD 476. A succession of weak emperors left the empire
tottering on the brink of destruction.

As the empire became increasingly threatened by invading
hordes of barbarians, Christians would be tested in much the
same manner the Jews had been during the time of Jerusalem’s
destruction in AD 70.

With the adoption of Christianity as the religion of
Constantine and his successors, the Roman Empire became the
focal point of Anti-Christ’s battle. His approach was two-pronged:
1) the destruction of the empire by the pagan barbarians; 2) the
corruption of the religious authority within the empire.

THE TEMPORAL FRONT
On the temporal front, the empire began to experience a

series of invasions that would eventually fragment it into several
provinces, none of which could sustain itself for long.

Around AD 400 the conquest of Britain began with the
withdrawal of Roman troops. By the end of the century Britain
would be settled by large contingents of Angles, Saxons and Jutes.

In 401 the Visigoths, led by their king, Alaric I, invaded Italy,
but were defeated by the Roman general Flavius Stilicho at
Pollentia in April, 402. He was again defeated at the Battle of
Verona in June, 402. In 408, Emperor Flavius Honorius had
Stilicho and his family executed, thus inciting the Romans to

massacre the families of Goths serving in the Roman military.
In response, a large contingent of Gothic soldiers—some 30,000—
defected to Alaric to avenge their murdered wives and children.
Eventually Alaric would sack Rome in 410.

During this time a group of Eurasian nomads migrated into
Europe and established a large empire. The history of these
people, the Huns, is speckled and relatively indistinct. It is
believed that they were descendants of the Xiongnu, northern
neighbors of the Chinese, and were possibly the antecedents of
the Turkic peoples who settled in western portions of Asia and
in Asia Minor.

From AD 434 until his death in 453, a fierce warrior known
only as Attila (Popularly known as “Attila the Hun”), ruled the
Hunnic Empire, which encompassed the area from the Ural River
to the Rhine River and from the Danube River to the Baltic Sea.
He was among the most feared enemies of the Western and
Eastern Roman Empires. As Attila conquered numerous
barbarian tribes and incorporated them into his army of
conquest, he dubbed himself “the Scourge of God.” Known for
his savage violence in combat, Attila is portrayed as just the
opposite in his civilian administration through which he
strengthened central authority among the Huns. His self-
proclaimed title “The Scourge of God” amply described Attila’s
attacks against both the Western and Eastern Roman Empires.
Yet although he devastated many parts of the empires, he was
unable to take either Constantinople in the east or Rome in the
west.

In 455 Rome was again sacked, this time by Germanic
Vandals. As each attack on Rome and the outlying provinces of
the empire in both the west and the east further weakened the
empire, the line of emperors would come to an end with
Romulus Augustulus (ca. 460 - ?). On September 4, 476, a
German soldier named Flavius Odoacer led a revolt that deposed
Augustulus. Odoacer assumed the title “King of Italy,” and his
revolt marked the end of the Western Roman Empire. Although
Odoacer was an Arian Christian he did not impose himself upon
the now fully-entrenched Roman Catholic Church.
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The Eastern Roman Empire would continue for several more
centuries as the Byzantine Empire, successfully defending its
holdings and even recovering some territories it had previously
lost to the Western Roman Empire. But it is the Western Roman
Empire that would continue to exist, if not as a distinct, unified
empire, as the infrastructure of Western Civilization until today.
The Roman Empire’s influence in language, culture,
jurisprudence, art, and virtually all aspects of Western Civilization,
combined with the former Greek influences, would result in the
greatest achievements in science, the arts, and technology the
world has ever known. Unfortunately, anti-Christ would use all
these to continue his battle against the Lord of the Universe.

With the fall of the Western Roman Empire came the
beginning of what historians have called “The Middle Ages.”

THE SPIRITUAL FRONT
As we have seen previously, Satan’s attack against faith in

Jesus Christ was well underway by the time the last apostle went
to be with the Lord. Ecclesiasticism began to take over the local
assemblies of believers with the installation of “bishops,” and
the recognition of the “bishop” of Rome as the supreme pontiff.
By the fifth century the hierarchical system was well established
with the political and military backing of the Roman Empire.
Although this brought protection to Christians it also brought
a weakening of the faith and the apostasy that would spread
throughout the world under the force of the Roman pontiff.

For the past few centuries many Romans—particularly within
the military—had adopted the Mithraic mystery religion from
Persia, devised from Zoroastrian sources. The Persian god
Mithras was worshipped through a complex system of seven
stages of initiation involving ritualistic meals. Like most mystery
religions it centered on symbolism of the Sun or “Sol.”

Having melded faith in Jesus with the mystery religions of
pagan Rome, particularly Mithraism, Roman Catholicism devised
its own esoteric system of belief and ritual which would become
the Mass. Soon it would be imposing upon believers in Christ a
new set of laws, statutes and ordinances that would destroy the
biblical truth of salvation imputed through faith by God’s grace.
This departure may be largely attributed to the increased
acceptance of the fourth/fifth-century theologian Augustine of
Hippo (Nov. 13, 354—August 28, 430). Augustine was born in
Thagaste (present-day Souk Ahras, Algeria) in Roman Africa to
a pagan father and Christian mother, Monica, who raised him
as a Christian. As a teenager he left the church to engage in a
hedonistic lifestyle for a while. In his thirties he developed an
attraction to Manichaeism (a philosophy combining Christianity,
Zoroastrianism and Buddhism). He would later embrace
skepticism and also study Neoplatonism. The influence of
Ambrose, bishop of Milan, a master of rhetoric like Augustine,
caused Augustine to rejoin the Roman Catholic Church. In 391
he was ordained as  bishop of Hippo Regius (present-day Algeria).

Augustine’s writings were among the most influential in the
development of western Christianity. As the Roman Empire
continued its decline Augustine wrote his City of God, in which
he posited that the Roman Catholic Church is the spiritual
abode of Christians in contrast to the material earthly city. As

such, the City of God (Roman Catholicism) should enjoy
dominion over the earthly cities (nations), with the Supreme
Pontiff  (as Vicar of Christ) ruling in the place of Christ. With
the collapse of the Roman Empire Augustine’s writings had
profound influence on the medieval worldview as Roman
Catholicism presided over, and much contributed to, the Dark
Ages (5th to 15th centuries).

Augustine’s The City of God remains a classic theological
dissertation among Roman Catholics and Protestants (particularly
Calvinists), the latter considering him the father of the
Reformation due to his teachings on salvation and grace. Calvinists
and other Reform Theologians today form the intellectual cadre
for the Christian Reconstruction movement’s dominion theology.

We can see now, how far removed from the purity of the
simple Gospel anti-Christ managed to steer believers in Jesus
through the writings of such theologians and bishops who
formed the hierarchical system of Roman Catholicism.

Yet Christianity was hardly united in its understanding of
some important doctrinal issues. The first seven ecumenical
counsels of the established hierarchy, from the First Council of
Nicaea (325) to the Second Council of Nicaea (737) were
attempts to establish an orthodox consensus on what Christians
must believe in order to be in communion with the Roman
Catholic Church. This was seen as not only important to the
cohesiveness of Christianity, but essential to maintaining
Christianity as the state religion of the Roman Empire. Under
Julian the Apostate, emperor of Rome from 361 to 363,
Christianity lost much of its influence in the empire. Toward
the latter part of the fourth century the Roman Church began
to regain that influence, and it wanted to be sure that the scare
it had received under Julian would not be repeated. This
required a consensus on the authority of the church which
necessitated consensus on doctrine and practice. Again anti-
Christ had the opportunity to sully the waters of faith in Christ
through the fomenting of power grabs among the church’s
theologians and clergy.

We saw how in the fourth century the First Council of Nicaea
produced the Nicene Creed in its original form, later modified
by the First Council of Constantinople in 381. The Nicene
Creed was the first attempt to establish the Trinitarian doctrine
on the nature of God, and the beginning of Roman
Catholicism’s view of Jesus’ mother Mary as “the Mother of God.”

Four more councils came together during the fifth century:
The First Council of Ephesus (431); The Second Council of
Ephesus (449); The Council of Chalcedon (451); The Third
Council of Ephesus (475). Of these, the most important were
The First Council of Ephesus and The Council of Chalcedon.

The First Council of Ephesus
Like the first two councils, this was convened to address

disputes among major theological positions that were vying for
supremacy. The disputes were between Nestorius, Patriarch of
Constantinople, and other church leaders, primarily Cyril,
Patriarch of Alexandria. Present were approximately 250 bishops.

On trial was Nestorius’s teachings, which he developed at
the School of Antioch, one of which rejected the accepted title
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Theotokos (“Mother of God” or “God Bearer”) for Jesus’ mother
Mary. Also in question was Nestorius’s Christology.

Nestorius emphasized the dual natures of Jesus, seeking
middle ground between those who insisted that Christ, as God,
had been born a man (hence, Mary bore God), and those who
posited that the eternal God could not be born; He has existed
from eternity. Nestorius called into question how Jesus Christ,
being part man, could not be partially a sinner because man by
definition is a sinner since the Fall. His solution was that Mary
gave birth to the incarnate Christ, not the divine Logos who
existed before Mary and even before the creation. Thus, he said,
Mary should be called Christotokos (“Birth Giver of Christ”),
not Theotokos (“Birth Giver of God”).

Nestorius did not believe that the union of human and divine
was possible—that Christ could not be con-substantial with God
and con-substantial with man, because He would grow, mature,
suffer and die, which God cannot do. He would also possess
God’s power which would separate Him from humanity in terms
of equality.

Nestorius’ detractors accused him of detaching Christ’s
humanity from His divinity, which would mean that there would
be two persons existing in one body. This, they said, would deny
the reality of the Incarnation—that God (specifically the Word
[Logos] of God) became a man through a miracle of God.

Accusing Nestorius of heresy, Cyril of Alexandria appealed
to Pope Celestine I for Nestorius to be excommunicated.
Celestine gave Cyril his authority to serve Nestorius with notice
to recant within ten days or be excommunicated. Before acting,
Cyril convened a synod of Egyptian bishops which also
condemned Nestorius. Cyril then sent to Nestorius a letter
known as “The Third Epistle of Saint Cyril to Nestorius.” In it
Cyril cited the most famous article of Alexandrian Orthodoxy,
“The Twelve Anathemas of Saint Cyril,” stating, “Anyone who
dares to deny the Holy Virgin the title Theotokos is Anathema!”

Despite appeals from others such as John of Antioch,
Nestorius refused to compromise his position. Instead he
convinced Emperor Theodosius II to call a general council
through which Nestorius hoped to vindicate himself and have
Cyril convicted of heresy. On Pentecost (June 7) 431, the Sacra
called for by Theodosius met at Ephesus, involving the
metropolitan bishops. In spite of Nestorius’s desire to censure
Cyril, Theodosius wanted the council to consider only the
Christological controversy. The result was the council passing
five canons condemning Nestorius (and Caelestius) and their
followers as heretics, conferring excommunication on any who
did not accept the council’s decree.

Nestorius was not only excommunicated, but exiled through
the influence of Theodosius’s sister, the Empress Pucheria.

We are far removed today from this dispute, but we can see
that Nestorius misunderstood the nature of Jesus Christ. We
have God’s inspired Word which declares that Jesus is the Word
of God who existed with God from “the beginning,” and that
the Word of God is God (of the same nature and substance as
the Father), and that the Word of God became a man (John
1:1-14). So we can see how The First Council of Ephesus was

correct in censoring Nestorius. Yet Nestorius was correct in
challenging the idea that Mary should be called “the Mother of
God,” because Mary was nothing more than a human girl. God
has no mother. Nestorius was correct in saying she should be
called “the Mother of Christ” or “The Mother of the Messiah”
because she gave birth to His body (not to His soul or spirit),
which housed the divine nature in His spirit. The council’s
insistence on calling Mary “the Mother of God” was an
overreaction to Nestorius’s errors.

Anti-Christ uses such issues to sow discord among the
brethren. The dispute over Nestorius resulted in many eastern
churches separating from Rome around 424.

As individuals we are subject to the Lord Himself, not to man
except insofar as elders within the local, autonomous assemblies
are charged with preserving and defending the truth of God’s
Word and overseeing the purity of the assembly as regards to
unrepentant sin. One may still be in the assembly even if one
does not understand as well the truth that the elders hold, but
he may be required not to spread his ideas to the assembly at
large. It is hoped that sufficient exposure to the truth through
humble submission will result in the error being purged from
his thinking by the Holy Spirit. But when a hierarchical system
backed by the power of the government imposes its beliefs upon
all people under the penalty of excommunication and/or
corporal punishment, then not only truth may be solidified
within the body of believers, but errors may also be solidified.
Error then becomes law and men must then choose sides. Thus,
the more men try to impose unity, the more schisms develop.
That is the history of Christianity: schism after schism, not all
of which have been based on biblical truth.

That is also the history of the Roman Catholic Church’s
empirical authority. It imposed many truths, but it also imposed
many errors. Truth, however, is the domain of the Holy Spirit.
The Holy Spirit, not man, leads us into all truth (John 16:13).
Hierarchical systems seek to act in the place of the Holy Spirit.
And that was the foundation for Roman Catholicism. Roman
Catholic “truth” is embodied in one who seeks to act in the place
of Jesus Christ Himself—the pope as the “Vicar of Christ.” “Vicar
of Christ means “in the place of Christ.”

The greatest schism occurred when the churches of the
Eastern Empire separated from the western Roman Church
largely as a result of the various church councils.

The Second Council of Ephesus
In AD 449 Emperor Theodosius II convoked The Second

Council of Ephesus to further address the disputes surrounding
the nature of Jesus Christ. This council was dominated by
Theodosius, Dioscorus and supporters of the Monophysite
theory of Christ’s nature. Monophysitism originated in the fifth
century AD, its chief proponent being a monk named Eutyches
who stated that in Jesus Christ the human nature was absorbed
into the divine nature (similar to how a cube of sugar dissolves
in a cup of water), thus leaving Christ with only one nature—
divine. This found disfavor with the Oriental Orthodox churches
that professed miaphysitism (in Jesus Christ divinity and
humanity are united in one nature without separation).
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Presiding over the council, Dioscorus ignored the Roman
legates and refused Flavian and six bishops to sit as judges.
Dioscorus’s domination of the proceedings resulted in many
bishops who opposed him being deposed, including Flavius.

For this reason, this council came to be labeled Latrocinium
(“Robber Synod”) by the Roman Catholic Church, which
convened The First Council of Chalcedon to deal with the errors.

The First Council of Chalcedon
After being snubbed by Dioscorus at The Second Council of

Ephesus, the Roman prelates, through Pope Leo, demanded the
convocation of a new council, but Emperor Theodosius II
declined to accommodate them. This led to growing dissension
and threatened to leave the decrees from Ephesus II in force.
After Theodosius’s death, his successor Marcian convened the
Council of Chalcedon (a city in Bithynia in Asia Minor) in 451
to annul The Second Council of Ephesus. With greater
representation from the western churches, The Council of
Chalcedon condemned the decrees of Ephesus II and reaffirmed
the doctrine of the Incarnation. Dioscorus was condemned as a
heretic by a sitting minority of the delegates (most refused to
attend his trial), and all of his decrees were nullified. Marcian in
turn exiled Dioscorus.

Much dissension and anger were displayed as bishops took
different sides, but Pope Leo’s dissertation on the Incarnation
was finally approved by a majority present. The outcome was
The Confession of Chalcedon which states:

We, then, following the holy Fathers, all with one
consent, teach people to confess one and the same Son,
our Lord Jesus Christ, the same perfect in Godhead and
also perfect in manhood; truly God and truly man, of a
reasonable [rational] soul and body; consubstantial [co-
essential] with the Father according to the Godhead, and
consubstantial with us according to the Manhood; in all
things like unto us, without sin; begotten before all ages
of the Father according to the Godhead, and in these
latter days, for us and for our salvation, born of the Virgin
Mary, the Mother of God, according to the Manhood;
one and the same Christ, Son, Lord, only begotten, to be
acknowledged in two natures, inconfusedly, unchange-
ably, indivisibly, inseparably; the distinction of natures
being by no means taken away by the union, but rather
the property of each nature being preserved, and concur-
ring in one Person (prosopon) and one Subsistence
(hypostasis), not parted or divided into two persons, but
one and the same Son, and only begotten God, the Word,
the Lord Jesus Christ; as the prophets from the beginning
[have declared] concerning Him, and the Lord Jesus
Christ Himself has taught us, and the Creed of the holy
Fathers has handed down to us.

Prior to The Council of Chalcedon, the Constantinople See
had no ecclesiastical prominence. But after Constantine moved
the seat of the Roman Empire to Constantinople from Rome,
its proximity to the bishop of Constantinople caused the church
to elevate the See of Constantinople to equal standing. The

Council of Chalcedon’s 28th canon granted equal privileges to
Constantinople on the basis of that city being the “New Rome.”
The council “apportioned equal prerogatives to the most holy See
of new Rome” because “the city which is honored by the imperial
power and senate and enjoying privileges equaling older imperial
Rome should also be elevated to her level in ecclesiastical affairs
and take second place after her.” In 453 Pope Leo confirmed all
the council’s canons, but with a formal protest of cannon 28
because he didn’t want anyone else to enjoy the same power he
enjoyed. Eventually, to honor the older See of Rome the council
took the formal step of placing the See of Constantinople in a
position “second in eminence and power to the Bishop of Rome.”

More eastern churches rejected Chalcedon’s decrees in favor
of Ephesus II and separated themselves. The most significant
among them was the Church of Alexandria (today, the Coptic
Orthodox Church of Alexandria), which laid the groundwork
for an even greater schism that would occur five hundred years
later solidifying the earlier schisms between east and west.

At the Council of Chalcedon, anti-Christ achieved a great
advancement in getting the Roman church to equate ecclesiastical
authority with imperial authority, to set the groundwork for the
pope to take the place of the Roman emperor as Pontifex Maximus
and to meld the imperial and ecclesiastical authorities to form the
Holy Roman Empire. As the superstitions of Roman pagan/
Christianity captured the minds of the religious authorities it
would lead to a time of intellectual darkness known as “the Middle
Ages” or “the Dark Ages.”

Anti-Christ also used this period to create conditions for the
greatest schism to arise within Christianity: the separation of the
eastern Roman churches from the western Roman churches.

The history of this period is far too complex to relate in this
brief article. Our concern is not with all the details, but with the
outcome of how anti-Christ has managed to deceive those who
claim faith in Jesus Christ, primarily through the dictates of
religious authorities whom God did not ordain. This is what
comes of men trying to define the Godhead, which is beyond
man’s ability to define outside of what Scripture reveals, and
then impose their definition upon everyone else. If Scripture
doesn’t give us sufficient evidence of God’s nature to define the
Godhead in human terms and labels then we must be content
to allow God to be God. And our brethren who love Jesus but
do not have perfect understanding must be allowed to have their
relationship with Him. He will judge; we must not.

If there is to be any separation it must be on the basis of
rejection of God’s clear teaching in His Word. I emphasize
“rejection” as opposed to misunderstanding.

Human labels may mean one thing to one person and quite
a different thing to another person. This is why Paul tells us not
to consider what men say above what is written (1 Cor. 4:6).

The power play of the Roman Catholic Church to impose
its will upon all who name Christ Jesus as their savior has for
centuries been the motivation behind its church councils. And
these caused serious schisms that remain today.v

NEXT: THE MIDDLE AGES



PAGE 24                       SPRING 2012         MEDIA SPOTLIGHT • VOL. 35 - NO. 1

It’s pretty amazing that Overd wasn’t convicted, considering the
present climate celebrating homosexuality. Yet the question
arises how direct one’s comments should be toward individuals
in a public setting outside the assembly of believers. It appears
as if Overd does care about the eternal state of these two men,
but it also seems as if he may have overstepped the bounds of
Scripture. The apostle Paul gives us the Lord’s guidelines:

For what have I to do to also judge those who are
outside? Do you not judge those who are inside? But God
judges those who are outside. Therefore put away from
among yourselves that wicked person. (1 Corinthians
5:12-13)

Paul was writing within the context of judging sin within the
assembly of believers. He is clear that those who are outside the
assembly—nonbelievers—are subject to God’s judgment, not ours.
This doesn’t mean we don’t judge evil in the world, but that we
not condemn non-believers. God’s grace is extended to all through
the proclamation of the Gospel, and I’m certain that Overd’s
intentions have been honorable in that regard. But when we begin
singling out for judgment people outside the Body of Christ, then
we are no longer on the side of grace but of condemnation.

Now, those who claim to be believers in Christ—who openly
profess that they are “Christians” yet act and speak in favor of
ungodliness—leave themselves open for judgment by the Body
of Christ. They are saying, “We are inside the Body of Christ,
but we reject His commands to live holy.” Thus they bring down
others who are weak and undiscerning. They must be exposed.
But unless we know this to be the case, then we would do better
to condemn sin itself, rather than sinners who make no such
claims. They know their own sins when they are revealed to them.

Our prayer should be that those two homosexuals who were
offended by Overd’s well-intentioned preaching might one day
receive the truth of God’s Word and turn the offense into
repentance and receiving of God’s grace and forgiveness.v

New Law threatens detention
of US citizens by military

Senate Bill 1867, entitled the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act (NDAA) for Fiscal Year 2012, was signed into law on
December 31 by Barack Obama after passing the senate by a vote
of 93-7. The bill, sponsored by Senators John McCain (R-AZ)
and Carl Levin (D-MI), grants to the U.S. military the power to
carry out domestic anti-terrorism operations on U.S. soil. It
contains provisions that grant to the U.S. military, authorization
to detain indefinitely without trial any person who has commit-
ted a “belligerent act” against the United States. What constitutes
a belligerent act is not defined, although the term is defined in
similar laws, which definition is broad by judicial standards.
Whether or not one has committed such a belligerent act is

determined unilaterally by the executive branch of the U.S.
government (the office of the president). There are no judicial
or congressional checks.

The language of NDAA is likewise broad. While it requires
“covered persons” not of U.S. citizenship to be detained,
regarding U.S. citizens it states, “The requirement to detain a
person in military custody under this section (Sec. 1032) does
not extend to citizens of the United States.” This means only
that the military is not “required” to detain U.S. citizens under
the law, but the broad language allows for such detention.

One of the most left-leaning senators in Congress, Al
Franken, initially voted for an earlier version of the bill, but did
not vote for the final version. Said Franken, “The bill that came
before the Senate today still includes several troubling provisions,
the worst of which could allow the military to detain Americans
indefinitely, without charge or trial, even if they’re captured in
the U.S. What’s more, provisions like these could ultimately
undermine the safety of our troops stationed abroad. And just
yesterday, FBI Director Robert Mueller testified in a Senate
hearing that I attended about his deep concerns with
the detention provisions and their potentially harmful effects on
our counterterrorism efforts.

“Today is the anniversary of the ratification of the Bill of
Rights, and this wasn’t the way to mark its birthday.”

Even Barack Obama initially promised to veto the bill on the
basis of its overreaching provisions into the rights of American
citizens, but he backed down when it was presented to him.

COMMENTARY
How many oppressive laws are enacted for “good reasons”?

The threat of terrorism in the West has resulted in the compro-
mising and destruction of so many personal freedoms on the
basis that the government just wants to protect us. Although the
primary enemy spelled out in the bill is al Quaeda, the language
is broad enough to encompass any person the government
(particularly the president and his administration) determines a
threat to the security of the United States.

One of the most sacred traditions of law in the United States
has been the Posse Comitatus Act of 1878, which limits the
powers of local governments and law enforcement agencies in
using U.S. Army (and now Air Force) personnel to enforce the
laws of the land. The Posse Comitatus Act does not prohibit those
military forces from maintaining law and order, but it requires
an act of Congress to do so. (Other branches of the military are
not addressed in the Act.) Now Posse Comitatus is effectively
without effect. It remains to be seen to what degree the executive
branch may abuse the powers granted it under the NDAA.

Perhaps anyone who opposes the current or future president
in a way that threatens his power may be deemed an enemy of
the state? How about someone who speaks out against laws that
he considers immoral? Considering the growing anti-Christ
sentiment in the United States, we may not be far from having
Christians and other morally-minded persons snatched from
their homes in the dead of the night on charges of “hate crimes”
against homosexuals or abortionists for the “belligerent act” of
merely speaking out against the U.S. sanctioning of those sins.

Street Preacher cleared
(Continued from page 5)
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Farfetched? Not if you ask former citizens of Nazi Germany
or Soviet Russia. The destruction of freedom comes in small
measures. It’s the proverbial frog in a pot of water that is gradually
heated until the frog is cooked, too weak to escape his fate.

The NDAA is one more reason to believe that the Lord is
removing His hand of protection from the United States. How
long before His hand is removed completely remains to be seen.v

School trustees denounced
as “homophobic”

Ken Denike and Sophia Woo, school trustees for NPA in
Vancouver, BC, have come under fire for appearing in
two videos by Marriage Anti-Defamation Alliance, in

which they voiced concern about elements of the Vancouver
School District’s Anti-homophobia/Anti-bullying curriculum.
Their comments addressed a website offered in materials put out
by Out in Schools, a program approved by the Vancouver school
board. The website contains graphic images of homosexual
activities which Denike and Woo deemed inappropriate for
school-aged children. As a result of Denike’s concerns, the
publishers of Out in Schools told him they were taking out those
links and were reprinting the booklet without references to
online materials that are not suitable for school children. That
did not sit well with the Vancouver school board, which has
censured Denike and Woo for their participation in the two
videos, one of which, produced by the Christian Social Concern
Fellowship, opposes same-sex marriage.

COMMENTARY
It is becoming increasingly obvious that the world is an

enemy of God. How dare anyone with a public trust appear in
a Christian video to address concerns about homosexual pornog-
raphy being promoted to children? Rather than thank these two
for their service, the Vancouver School Board censures them!
Time-and-again, God’s Word is proven true:

If you were of the world, the world would love its own.
But because you are not of the world, but I have chosen
you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. (John
15:19)

The carnal mind is hostile toward God because it is not
subject to the law of God, nor can it be (Romans 8:7). In spite
of all the disaster that comes upon the world, those who love sin
will continue to resist God. Even AIDS has not stopped the
motion toward self-destruction by homosexuals. Instead they
expend, and force everyone else to expend through taxation,
billions of dollars for finding ways to assuage the consequences
of their sin. Every sexually-transmitted disease is the result of
illicit sexual activity; it is the recompense of sin, which is suitable
(Romans 1:28).

We do not rejoice in this; we are all sinners, and it is by God’s
grace that those who have escaped the consequences of their sins
are not suffering. Rather, we should lament the blindness that
is upon so many in this world—especially so many in positions
of authority.v

Would Jesus back Obama’s
tax policy?

Barack Obama put the Lord on the line at the National
Prayer Breakfast on February 2, telling the crowd that his policy
proposals are shaped by his religious beliefs. Those beliefs are
what he bases his tax-the-rich policy on as he seeks to allow the
Bush tax cuts to expire for the wealthiest tax-payers. “I know that
far too many neighbors in our country have been hurt and
treated unfairly over the last few years,” Obama said. “And I
believe in God’s command to love thy neighbor as thyself. I know
a version of that golden rule is found in every major religion and
every set of beliefs.”

Obama described himself as a person who has been
“extraordinarily blessed,” and is willing to give up some of the
tax breaks he enjoys for the sake of economic and religious sense.

“For me as a Christian, it also coincides with Jesus’ teaching
that for unto whom much is given, much shall be required,” said
Obama, quoting from the Gospel of Luke.

COMMENTARY
It’s quite amazing how leftists insist on one hand that religion

should not play any part in politics, then when it suits them,
appeal to religion to justify their political ambitions. Obama
doesn’t want people with religious convictions about abortion
to be able to decline servicing the abortion industry unless they
are acting as official representatives of a government-recognized
religious establishment. But he wants through his tax policy to
impose upon the nation his religious beliefs, formed within the
framework of the leftist social gospel.

Since when has it been the government’s role to impose
God’s commandment to love our neighbor as ourselves? If it is
legitimate for Obama to invoke this reasoning, then the govern-
ment should impose all of God’s commands upon the nation.
Imagine how that would go over.

So, too, Obama’s suggestion that the government should
require much from those who have been given much, convolutes
Scripture. The Lord was speaking of service in the Kingdom of
God, not socialism. What reward is there for those who give up
what they have because the government forces them to do so?
God’s way of dealing with man is to allow for voluntary service;
He doesn’t conscript us to serve Him, nor does He require any
more from us than what we determine in our hearts to give
cheerfully (2 Corinthians 9:6-7). It is man, both by government
and by religion, who puts his fellow man under compulsion.

For Obama to appeal to Scripture for his tax agenda puts
words in the Lord’s mouth. Jesus never spoke on tax policy. Even
His admonition to His detractors to render to Caesar what is
Caesar’s and to God what is God’s did not set tax policy; it
merely addressed the trickery of the religious leaders who were
challenging Him. In truth, Jesus affirmed that the only reason
His disciples pay taxes is to avoid the impression of unrighteous-
ness (Matthew 17:25-27), not because, as children of the King-
dom, they should pay anything. And even if Jesus did set some

(Continued on page 29)
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When the war ended, citizens in these Christianized nations
went on a spree which resulted in the Roaring Twenties and a
breakdown in morality. Prohibition resulted in the rise of
gangsterism and the glorification of alcohol, contrary to the
intentions of prohibitionists. Even so, God was gracious to this
nation that had contributed greatly to the furtherance of the
Gospel among the nations. He brought it to its knees through
the Great Depression, which should have hindered citizens from
expending the little they had on ungodly pursuits. Yet the
industries that seemed to suffer least through the Great Depres-
sion were the entertainment and alcohol industries, as well as
gambling and prostitution. Everything the mobs were involved
in seemed to appeal more to the general populace as the Great
Depression progressed.

Then came World War II, an even deadlier conflict than its
predecessor: over 60 million killed. That was 2.5% of the world’s
population at the time. Consider: that’s almost three out of every
hundred people.

And, again, after that war the Christianized nations again
went on a spree as technology began to provide more and more
creature comforts that allowed for more free time to engage in
pleasure.

Now, it isn’t that all personal pleasure is evil in itself. Much
if not most pleasure engaged in is morally neutral. But the free
time granted through the influx of labor-saving devices did not
result in more time spent with the Lord, in His Word, or in
anointed ministry. The vast majority of free time is given to
self-satisfaction in one way or another. The vast majority of man’s
technology is used for personal pleasure rather than for godly
pursuits; the vast majority of science is used for man’s benefit
rather than for the benefit of God’s Kingdom. And most ministry
in the churches put man’s “needs” before God’s Word. This has
led to a spiritual malaise that has resulted in not only apathy,
but rebellion against God. His Word appeals to those who call
themselves by His name:

 Have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of
darkness, but rather reprove them. For it is a shame even
to speak of those things that are done by them in secret.
But all things that are reproved are made manifest by the
light: for whatever reveals is light. (Ephesians 5:11-13)

For centuries Christians understood that certain things were
a shame to even be spoken of. These were things that related to
sexual immorality. We must acknowledge that it is still a shame
to speak of these things. Yet we cannot escape what is placed so
blatantly before us, not only in the entertainment media but in

the news media. Worse, these things are flaunted even in
elementary schools, and threaten even pre-school children. Add
to these the Internet and its wide assortment of perverse content,
and the average child today is certain to encounter things that,
as Paul said, are a shame for even adults to speak about.

It pains me to even address these things here, but I believe
the Lord is offering a warning to His people that His patience is
wearing thin because the western nations, which bear His name
among the vast majority of its populaces, are not only rejecting
His Word, but are losing their conscience.

Pornography
For decades public officials have been reticent to ban

pornography on many levels. The argument has been that
pornography cannot be defined; what is pornography to one
person may be art to another. That reasoning has led to insane
and ungodly decisions in western society.  But words have
meanings, and the English language is clear on what is defined
as pornography. According to Webster’s New Collegiate Dictionary
(2009, Wiley Publishing, Inc., Cleveland, Ohio), pornography
is 1) writings, pictures, etc. intended primarily to arouse sexual
desire; 2) the production of such writings, pictures, etc.

As much as the ungodly wish to tell us that no one can define
pornography, and that in the United States the First Amendment
to the Constitution guarantees “freedom of speech,” they and
the politicians whom they support with their money and media
exposure know that they are promoting pornography. It has been
tolerated within western society as something to be restricted
from minors, but that restriction is hardly applied anymore.

A case in point is the experience of a mother who took her
ten-year-old daughter to the Seattle Public Library on Sunday,
January 22. Julie Howe went with her daughter to the DVD
collection to find something suitable to watch with her. The
computer (one among a bank of twenty) immediately next to the
DVD collection was being used by a man viewing what a Seattle
Times reporter called “Internet porn of the very nasty kind.”
In spite of their immediate retreat, Howe’s daughter saw the
screen and couldn’t compute what she was seeing. Howe emailed
a manager at the library system to tell of her experience and how
her daughter reacted: “I had a 10-year old crying in bed last night
because she doesn’t understand what she saw on the screen at
the library where the man in the blue jacket was sitting, and it
makes her feel weird and scared inside. This is not right.”

Spokesmen for the Seattle Public Library system insist that
it is not in the censorship business, and in spite of Howe’s efforts
they have refused to do anything to shield the general public,
including children, from their computers.

This is a scenario that is being played out across the country,
with testimonies of other parents concerned about what their
children have seen on public library computers. But that has no
bearing on the administrations and staffs of the libraries, or on
politicians who don’t wish to “infringe” on the First Amendment
“rights” of citizens.

Sadly, it seems there are more people voicing their objections
to parents who wish to protect their children than to the library
systems that insist on pandering to fans of pornography.

THE LOSS OF
CONSCIENCE

(Continued from page 3)
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Abortion
Fully half of Americans today believe that a woman has the

right to choose whether or not to kill her baby in the womb. (In
our special report, Abortion: Some Cogent Arguments, we’ve offered
sufficient reasons why abortion has no ethical or logical merit.
It may be ordered from Media Spotlight without charge.) The
highly-publicized decision of the breast-cancer charity Susan G.
Komen for the Cure to cut funding for Planned Parenthood
created such a huge backlash by women’s organizations and
politicians that Komen reversed its decision within days. Even
so, many pro-abortion advocates continue to rail against Komen
and have declared their unwillingness to forgive them for their
“sin.” The vast majority of reaction to the news has been
supportive of Planned Parenthood, the largest organization in
the world that provides for killing babies. No politicians have
taken a position in favor of Komen’s initial action, but many
have lauded Komen for reversing that action.

Abortion is so well-accepted that vending machines are now
popping up on college campuses to provide the “morning after
pill” for students. It won’t be long before the vendors start
demanding the right to put them on high school campuses and,
eventually, in elementary schools, all in the interest of
“reproductive health.”

Homosexuality
For the past thirty years homosexuality has been gaining

strength in the West. The entertainment media have played a
huge role in this. As early as the 1920s and 30s, veiled references
to homosexuality in movies brought the subject into the con-
sciousness of westerners. The ploy has been ingenious: the first
step was to look at it askance, as something not to be mentioned,
but acknowledged as existing; the second step was to address it
with humor, even if it meant ridiculing homosexuals as
“different”; the third step was to engender sympathy for homo-
sexuals as outcasts of society, doomed to hide in the proverbial
closet; the fourth step was to beg tolerance for homosexuality,
allowing to “live-and-let-live.” Part of this was to take the emphasis
off the word “homosexual” and substitute for it the word “gay”;
the fifth step was to accept homosexuality as “normal” behavior,
which should not be judged—further “live-and-let-live”; the sixth
step was to promote homosexuality as something to celebrate
(e.g., gay-pride parades, etc.); the seventh step was to insist that
homosexuals should enjoy the same rights as everyone else,
including “domestic partnership privileges”; the eighth step is
now in progress—to grant full marital recognition to homosexuals.
When they were clamoring for domestic partnership privileges,
leaders in the homosexual community stated that this was all they
wanted; they weren’t interested in marriage, just the same rights
and privileges under the law that married people enjoyed. That
turned out to be a lie. There will be a ninth step: to prosecute
anyone who says anything disparaging, not about individual
homosexuals only, but about homosexuality in general.

All this has occurred over the span of about eighty years, but
the last four steps have taken place within only the past twenty
years. Same-sex marriage has been in the approval stage for the
past decade.

Same-sex ‘Marriage’
Some twenty years ago I said that the day was coming when

we would be reading in the newspapers, marriage announce-
ments for homosexual couples. This was long before marriage
between same-sex couples was legalized anywhere in the United
States. Now, recent polls show that a majority (51%) of Ameri-
cans approve of same-sex marriage.

Throughout the history of mankind, no nation or culture—not
even the most base of pagan cultures—has ever considered granting
even so-called “domestic partnership” rights, let alone marriage,
to homosexuals. To what, then, can we attribute the sudden surge
in popularity and approval for same-sex marriage since 2001? And
why is this popularity and approval so strong only in what would
be considered “Christian” nations? I believe it is because the
majority of our citizens have forgotten God (Romans 1:28).

Since 2001, ten countries (all western, except Israel) have
begun to allow same-sex marriage nationwide: As well, some cities
and states in Mexico, Brazil, and the United States have joined in.
A few recognize same-sex marriages performed elsewhere. Among
those, only Israel would not be considered a “Christian” nation.
(By “Christian” nation I mean a nation where the vast majority of
citizens consider themselves Christians of one stripe or another.)

Proponents of same-sex marriage have been willing to exempt
religious institutions from being forced to perform same-sex
marriage ceremonies. But they refuse to exempt individuals
engaged in businesses that traditionally cater to weddings, such
as florists, bakeries, rental halls, wedding planners, etc. Anyone
who refuses to conduct business with homosexuals who wish to
“get married” are subject to stiff fines and even imprisonment.

In essence, the government is forcing people to act contrary
to their consciences or face ruin. That, in a nutshell, is what
really defines a police state: thought control. In a police state
one may not express an opinion contrary to the state’s dictates.

Today, it is “freedom of speech” to act out against biblical
morality, but those who protest against state-mandated immoral-
ity are largely censored. Sadly, most people will comply with the
state’s infringement upon personal conscience rather than suffer
for conscience’ sake.

At one time the Bible formed the basis for morality in many
parts of the world. Now the “morals” of the immoral form the
basis of morality. Is it not incongruous that those who insist that
morality and truth are relative dare dictate to us what is moral?

Almighty Mammon
Mammon is the god of this world even to many right-thinking

people who will betray their conscience to keep their livelihood.
In truth, every one of the areas to which Western Civilization
has lost its conscience relates to Mammon in one way or another.

Pornography is a multi-billion dollar business that has the
means to propagandize through the media and to buy politicians.

Abortion is a multi-billion dollar business that also has the
means to propagandize through the media and to buy politicians.

Homosexuality is big business, not just for homosexuals who
pander to other homosexuals, but to non-homosexuals who see
the benefit of pandering to the homosexual community that
enjoys above-average wealth.
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Same-sex marriage is propped up by a class of people—
homosexuals—whose median income is considerably higher than
that of the average person because of their connections to the
entertainment and news media as well as to government. Add
to this their discriminatory policies in promoting from within
their sub-culture, and the deck is stacked against morally-minded
people. Now we are hearing how same-sex marriage is going to
be a boon to the economies of states that adopt it, because of
the increase in the wedding industry’s profits that are expected
to reach into the multi-millions of dollars. So, again, the adage
“Follow the money” is apropos.

As this claim of financial benefit gets more and more
impressed upon politicians in other states, it’s only a matter of
time before the federal government mandates same-sex marriage
(or at least recognition of ceremonies performed in other states)
as a constitutional right. The love of money is truly the root of
all kinds of evil. The god of this world is loved far above the true
God who created the world.

THE CHURCHES
If we wish to lament the loss of conscience in the world, we

must all the more lament the loss of conscience in the churches.
After all, who voted and continue to vote into office the
politicians who purposely enact legislation contrary to the very
principles of God’s Word? Since the first century the enemy has
been at work within the churches to undermine God’s Word
just as he did in ancient Israel. And the people have been only
too happy to accommodate him. Consequently, with few
exceptions the religious culture in the West is not dissimilar to
the culture of the world.

Pornography
This is an area that is still considered taboo among Chris-

tians, even in the most liberal churches. Thankfully, pornography
is still frowned upon in general, although, let’s face it, many
Christians, including pastors and other Christian leaders, are
hooked on it (research has put the number at 56% of pastors).
Eventually they will have no conscience about this particular sin.
But so far it is still kept in secret.

Abortion
Among the more fundamentalist congregations abortion is

also considered taboo, but there in an increasing number of
churches that are being swayed toward the leftist position in
favor of a woman’s right to choose to kill her baby. Some even
champion abortion and fight vigorously to keep it legal.

Homosexuality
Mainline Protestant denominations, as well as many inde-

pendent churches, are increasingly becoming “inclusive,” which
means open to homosexuals not for the sake of ministering
God’s grace and help to overcome their sin, but to ensconce
them in positions of ministry and other authority within their
congregations. They even “celebrate” homosexuality as a “gift”
from God, even though it is contrary to the gifts and fruit of the
Spirit as well as to the written Word of God. Even among some
fundamentalists there is the belief that homosexuals have no
choice in their behavior; they were born that way.

Same-sex Marriage
Many church groups have stood up to support same-sex

marriage legislation, and have performed weddings for homosex-
uals. This will increase as more and more Christians become
jaded to the idea and realize the monetary benefits. Despite the
best efforts of defense-of-marriage organizations and citizen
referendums, same-sex marriage is here to stay, and will become
so normal that in a short time all the brouhaha will be forgotten.

THE COMMON DENOMINATOR
Notice that these national sins have one thing in common:

they all involve illicit (according to God’s Word) sexual activity.
And that’s where huge sums of money are invested. It is argued,
even by compromised “Christians,” that sexual sins are not the
worst sins people can commit; stacked against murder, physical
abuse, and even robbery, sexual sin doesn’t hurt anyone. So let
people do what they want. How does it hurt heterosexual couples,
they reason, if homosexuals get married? And so on, and so on.
Let the world believe that lie. God’s Word is our guide; not
human “wisdom.” Homosexuality and abortion are sins against
nature, which sets them somewhat apart from other sins.

Pragmatically speaking, their arguments make some perverse
sense to the seared conscience. But what does God’s word say?

For the wrath of God is revealed from Heaven against
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men who with-
hold the truth in unrighteousness, because that which
may be known about God is apparent in them, for God
has shown it to them.

For His invisible things from the creation of the world
are clearly seen, being understood by the things that are
made—even His eternal power and Godhead—so that they
are without excuse. Because when they knew God they
did not glorify Him as God, nor were thankful, but
became vain in their imagination, and their foolish hearts
were darkened.

Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools,
and changed the glory of the incorruptible God into an
image made like corruptible man, and to birds, and
four-footed animals, and creeping things.

Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness
through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonor their
own bodies between themselves—who changed the truth
of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature
more than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

For this reason God gave them up to vile affections,
for even their women changed the natural use into that
which is against nature. And likewise also, the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust
toward one another—men with men, doing that which is
indecent and receiving within themselves the return of
their error, which was suitable.

And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind to
do those things that are not proper, being filled with all
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, greediness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder, quarreling, deceit,
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bad character; whisperers, slanderers, God haters, spiteful,
proud, boasters, contrivers of evil things, disobedient to
parents, without understanding, covenant breakers,
without natural affection, promise breakers, unmerciful,
who, knowing the judgment of God that those who commit
such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but
have pleasure in those who do them. (Romans 1:18-32)

The first step is to reject the knowledge of God which is
impressed upon every person’s conscience through the evidence
of the creation. The loss of conscience toward God eventually leads
to the next step: the loss of conscience toward righteous living.
God has tolerated loss of conscience toward Himself, but the time
comes when He no longer tolerates loss of conscience toward even
the appearance of righteousness. There will be a price to pay.

THE HAMMER OF GOD
In 2009 I wrote a piece called “The Hammer of God” (Media

Spotlight, Vol. 33 – No. 1), in which I state my belief that the Lord
is preparing Islam to chastise the West. It is no coincidence that
all the areas in which the West has lost its conscience are anathema
to Islam: pornography; abortion; homosexuality; same-sex mar-
riage. These are all punishable by death under sharia. In this
regard, Islam is more righteous than the Christianity of the West.
And Muslim radicals take delight in pointing this out because it
gives them excuse to denounce the West and Christianity.

That’s not to say even some of these radicals might not engage
in pornography and homosexuality in secret. Or that they might
not practice abortion in secret. But were they to be found out,
they would forfeit their lives.

That’s what gives the Lord legitimate cause to use Islam to
chastise those who go by His name. He has given us numerous
warnings of impending judgment, not the least of which are
unprecedented natural disasters and growing terrorism. Since
9/11 it is reported that there have been over 30 attempted terrorist
attacks in the United States. Do we think those attempts won’t
continue? Do we think the Lord will not allow them to succeed?

A February 10 episode of ABC’s What Would You Do? provided
graphic evidence of the problem with Western Christianity. Two
actors, one in the role of a Christian counselor and the other a
homosexual teen, portray a conversation in a public restaurant
in which the “counselor” at the behest of the boy’s parents tries
to convince the boy that his homosexuality can be “prayed away.”
Onlookers became upset at the counselor for abusing the boy.
One man pulled out the cross he wears as evidence that he is
religious and that, yes, the “counselor” was wrong. One woman’s
words to the boy were cryptic: “Your parents might be confused;
you aren’t. And the world is coming around to that.”

Only one couple, Muslims, suggested that the “counselor”
was right—that prayer and upbringing in his religion can help
him overcome his homosexuality.

All these things are evidence of a seared conscience. There
is nothing true believers in Jesus can do about the direction our
culture is heading except to pray and minister to individuals with
the intent to bring them to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ.
If by the grace of God America and the West survive for a time,
we should be grateful. But human nature has not changed. If

anyone thinks that eventually the Gospel will result in the
conversion of the world to a sufficient degree that society will
become moral, and that evil will largely be restricted, they have
another think coming. Human nature will never change;
Mankind is sinful from the start. The Lord tells us that as evil
increases the love of many will grow cold. This means that even
those who have loved Him will turn away from Him.

The only refuge we have is the Lord. If we look elsewhere—to
politicians, church leaders, even family and friends—we will be
disappointed. When He returns He will set things aright.v

Obama’s Tax Policy
(Continued from page 25)

form of tax policy with His statement about God and Caesar, it
would not apply to government imposition of a graduated
income tax, which, by the way, was originally proposed by the
atheist Karl Marx.

Obama’s consistent appeal to tax the “fat cats,” as he calls
them, betrays a Marxist mindset that incites hatred of the
wealthy. It ignores the fact that the wealthy, although perhaps
paying a smaller percentage of their income in some cases, bear
by far the greatest burden of taxation in dollars paid. Add to this
that religious and charitable organizations, as well as the arts,
depend greatly on the philanthropy of the wealthy, and we can
see how further taxation will cut into that largess. If the
government takes more in order to further waste the nation’s
resources as it has in the past, there will be less money for
philanthropic endeavors. Most of the tax monies collected don’t
go to the poor directly; they go to an ever-burgeoning federal
deficit that threatens to sink the nation in international debt. If
we pooled all the wealth of all the people—rich and poor—there
is not enough money to even approach any semblance of
economic equality. It would just render everyone poor.

I write as one who is not even close to being wealthy. But I
don’t covet the wealth of others for myself.

These issues are worldly. God allows despotic governments
to rise and fall, and in most cases the poor suffer the greatest.
The god of this world is Mammon. And it is not only the wealthy
who worship that god; the poor worship it every bit as much as
do the wealthy. The only difference is that the poor haven’t had
the means to acquire as much of their god as have the wealthy.
There are many poor who are content with their lot in life. But
those poor who envy the wealthy are guilty of the same idolatry
of which the wealthy who put riches above all else are guilty. It’s
really just a matter of degrees.

Barack Obama panders to the idolatry of the poor and
middle-class, while sanctimoniously alluding to his “Christian”
morals. But that is the way of the ungodly and the worldly. Those
who desire riches fall into temptation and a snare (1 Timothy
6:9). But those who envy the rich are numbered in the company
of the ungodly whose judgment is assured (Romans 1:29).

The Lord commands us to love all—rich and poor—and not
to injure either.v
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Dear Mr. Dager,
My wife and I have been married 14

years, and in that time we've attended ten
churches. Of those ten churches, only one
was what I consider doctrinally correct.
Unfortunately, we had to move to another
state.

Another was truly a wonderful place to
worship, with friendly, accepting people,
but the doctrine was not particularly strict.
Some people thought apostles were still
around today. Another person thought he
was biologically Jewish because he was a
Christian. And another woman had just
returned from a conference and was
exhorting people to pray to God to send
them angels to meet with them.

And these were the good churches. Of
the other eight, we’ve seen two split and
one dissolve. We’ve seen three try to go
purpose-driven, one openly, the other two
covertly.

At another church, my wife and I
asked for counseling, and instead of
having one of the many older couples
counsel us, they referred us to a couple of
professionals who charged us $400 per
hour. It later went purpose-driven.

At another the pastor said, in short, “If
you don’t do what I tell you to do, you are
putting your own comfort and greed and
lust above Christ.” More than once or
twice I’ve heard this pastor deny the very
words of the Bible. And he thinks he’s
strictly teaching the unvarnished Bible.
This church later split.

At another, in every single service the
pastor castigated the congregation for the
pain the congregation caused him by
slights in the past, even years before by
people that no longer attended. In every
service he railed against wolves in sheep’s
clothing taking his flock. This church later
split.

All but one were highly cliquish and
compartmentalized.

I’ve seen bad preaching and conse-
quent sin. I’ve seen incompetent preaching
and disharmony. I’ve seen greed and petty
grandiosity. But I don’t think these people
were evil. I am forced to accept that
they’re Christians. They are in fact Chris-
tian leaders. But how can any spiritual
congregation, led by the Spirit of the
living God, be less honest and ethical, less
competent, less functional than your
average mediocre business? How can it
not be recognized by strangers as being a
family? How can it not be recognized as
loving its own?

Jesus said that all men will know that
ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to
another. But my wife and I have never felt
any such love. We try to love. We work,
we volunteer, we cook, we paint, we clean,
we sing, we play an instrument, we tithe,
we teach, we attend most every meeting.
We invite people to our homes and we
give gifts. We study, we approve. We
exhort.

But we never get any of that. We don’t
love in order to be loved. But at the same
time, if we never experience any love in
return, but apparently only count as
numbers on a roster, as figures on a
balance sheet, as resources on a program
schedule, if I can’t even see the love one
for another, and I’m in the church, how
can anyone else see it?

Maybe I’m crazier than the churches I
criticize. But I feel like my wife and I are
the only Christians within a thousand
miles.

If I want to commune with Christians,
where can I go? How can I do it? Can it be
done?

Thanks for your response.
Sincerely,

C.F., Tamuning, Guam

Dear C.F.,
Unfortunately, your concerns echo

those of many others who write to us.
Obviously your mistake in one church

was to seek counseling expecting it to be
biblical, rather than insuring that you
received ministry from God’s Word.

Underlying all this, I believe, is that
many pastors and other leaders see their
jobs as just that—jobs. They went into the
ministry for the wrong reasons. Add to this
that most are products of a particular theo-
logical system, either from schooling at a
seminary or Bible college, or from being
raised up in a church in that system.

Today’s Christianity, at least in the
West, is not the faith once delivered to the
saints. It is a mishmash of differing reli-
gious attitudes that do not engender true
love and sacrifice on the part of either the
leaders or the followers.

I agree that it's difficult to find true fel-
lowship in the Spirit. That's why I wrote
The House Assembly—to help isolated
brethren think about joining with others of
like mind—if they can find them—to
begin fellowshipping in love.

It's tough, I know, but the Lord has
many of His children in the wilderness at
this time. It may take persecution to bring
it together.

Do you know of anyone with whom
you can just fellowship? If not, perhaps
you and your wife should just concentrate
on each other and pray for the Lord to
bring others into your circle.

Sorry I can't offer more encourage-
ment, except to remind you that your steps
are ordered by God, and that all things
work together for your good.

In Jesus' love,
Al
*   *   *

Hello Al,
I trust this finds you well. How have

you been since your several bouts with
heart difficulties?

We have been trying to be of help and
encouragement to a fellow whose wife
divorced him and left him with four boys
to bring up. This fellow is somewhat
hyperactive, and so most of what he’s
taking in comes from preachers to whom
he can listen; he tries to measure them
against Scripture, but I’m concerned that
he doesn’t take the time to read the Word
carefully.

One thing that he has picked up on,
and out of which he has made a big issue,
is whether a preacher is registered under
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the 501(c)(3) for tax exemption. His favor-
ite preachers all refuse to be registered, and
he shows disdain for anyone who registers.
I am not familiar with the US laws con-
cerning charities registered under the
501(c)(3) and wondered if you could
perhaps enlighten me a little bit on the
matter. Are there prohibitive restrictions to
gain the status? Does the government have
interference rights?

One individual he cites frequently is
Kent Hovind, who is presently in jail. I
don’t know if you’re familiar with this
case, but from what I’ve read online (not
on his websites) it sounds like he tried to
place himself above the law not only
regarding income tax, but also payroll
taxes. Whatever happened to being sub-
missive to the governing authorities?

I look forward to hearing your insights
into this matter. Thanks kindly.

B.E., Three Hills, Alberta, Canada

Dear B.E.,
The 501(c) (3) issue is a matter of per-

sonal conviction. There are rules that the
government may impose upon any entity to
which it grants exemptions. There is
always the possibility that one must risk
his 501 (c) (3) status in order to remain
faithful to the truth. For example, if the
government deems speaking against reli-
gious error or ungodliness in any form
grounds for losing one’s exemption, then
the faithful must surrender their exemption.

But that’s in the Lord’s hands. We
should write and say what the Lord has
impressed upon us to write or say regard-
less of the consequences. To out of hand
dismiss tax exempt ministries as worthy of
disdain is a judgment upon others that is
reserved for God. He judges His own ser-
vants. And I can say there have been over
the years many anointed brethren who have
held tax exempt status. The Lord allows us
to use the laws of the land for our benefit.

He does not, however, allow us to cir-
cumvent the laws of the land, and certainly
not in His name. The Lord paid taxes in
order to fulfill righteousness even though
He is the Lord of creation. Kent Hovind
ran afoul of the law by manipulating and
lying to the government about income
from religious activities without having the
government’s tax-exempt status. It is true
that the government has no jurisdiction
over our faith, but, right or wrong, it does
have jurisdiction over our income, even as
it acts unconstitutionally. If we don’t play
by the rules we can expect to pay the price.
Hovind is paying the price by serving a

sentence in federal prison for tax evasion
and related charges.

Your question has merit. Whatever
happened to being submissive to the gov-
erning authorities? The only justification
we have for breaking the law is if the law
requires us to act contrary to God’s Word.
Paying taxes and using the advantages to
legally avoid paying taxes are not contrary
to His Word. But disobeying government
apart from remaining true to His Word is
contrary to His Word.

Hope this helps.
In Jesus’ love,
Al

*   *   *
Dear Al & Jean

Is it at all possible for you to change
the format of your newsletter so that it is
easier to read? If it flows on from one page
to the next, instead of jumping to several
pages further on (e.g., page 1 to page 22,
then back to page 1, then on to page 5 and
so on), it would be easier to read.

I would appreciate this as I am sure
other readers would.

In your Personal Note, you have told us
that many churches have rejected your
ministry because they do not want to know
the truth.

We will pass your message on to others
in the hope that Media Spotlight will con-
tinue to flourish in the Lord's work.

I.G., Victoria, Australia

Dear I.G.,
I do my best to lay out the pages in a

manner to avoid a lot of continuations, but
a number of factors are at work: the length
of articles; the available pages; the need to
start articles close to the front of the news-
letter so they don’t get lost in the back and
neglected. I think only once I’ve found it
necessary to backtrack from a later page to
an earlier one, and I didn’t like to do that
either. But I’ll try to be more cognizant of
this. Thanks.

Al
*   *   *

Dear Al,
Thank you for the fall copy of Media

Spotlight. We have recently encountered
both the Hebrew Roots /Dominion Theol-
ogy beliefs in one group, which right now
is forming a political party. What a mine-
field! We gave your book about dominion
theology to the pastor, but don’t really
think it got attention. We have since left,
but had a man in our home group who is
very Judaistic, and in six short weeks "took
over" a young woman who is now his wife.

The personality change, loss of joy in
Christ, and the disinterest and inability to
pray was VERY noticeable. As the
"death" of Judaism invaded her life she
became joyless and depressed. They had
nothing "life-giving " to contribute. They
only knew how to take. He knew how to
sew "wrong seed beliefs," trying to influ-
ence, takeover, and take away whoever
would listen. His tactics were unbeliev-
able, and his Judaistic beliefs so ingrained
and unmoveable. We did weeks of
research. The grief and heartache and
many prayers for wisdom, we will not
forget. Why they need to add to the cross
is unfathomable and so grievous. We
prayed for the Lord to take them out of
our midst of their own volition, but also to
find the truth. One could say much more.

Blessings.
C.B., Victoria, Australia.

-
Dear C.B.,

What a sad testimony to the destruc-
tive nature of dominion theology as well
as the Judaizing of believers. It would be
interesting to know how the political
party you mention grows or obtains any
influence in Australia.

What began as an attempt by Jewish
Christians to explore their Hebrew roots
as a means to better understand their faith
in Christ has largely devolved into a
legalistic, self-important cult that seeks to
impose the Law upon believers in Jesus—
at least upon Jewish believers in Jesus
and those who fellowship with them. This
is not an indictment of all Jewish believ-
ers by any means. Many enjoy their
freedom in Christ and recognize that the
Lord has made of two, one new man in
Christ. They understand that the only Law
under which Christians are judged by the
Lord is the Law of Love as defined by
Him in His Word. As He said, on this
hang all the Law and the prophets
(Matthew 22:37).

It’s not only good, but important, that
Christians—Jews and non-Jews—better
understand the Hebrew roots of the faith.
It’s even permissible to observe the
Jewish feasts, not as a means of achieving
or maintaining righteousness, but to better
understand and honor the prophetic sig-
nificance of those feasts as they relate to
the Lord Jesus Christ. But we must not be
held captive to anything or anyone other
than the Lord Himself.

Thank you for sharing.
In Jesus’ love,
Al
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I waited patiently for the Lord; He inclined to me
and heard my cry. (Psalm 40:1)

I’ve been burdened by a situation in my life that I’ve lifted
up before the Lord in prayer on almost a daily basis. Yet
the burden has not been lifted. Nevertheless, I continue

to remind the Lord of this need. While I wait, the Lord
sustains me and I’m trusting in Him. Without doubt, I know
that some reading this will identify with me concerning
prayers that have not been answered.  Today I happened to
read something that served to encourage me in this regard.
Hopefully, it will benefit others who might be experiencing
discouragement. William Gurnall addressed the subject in
his book The Christian in Complete Armour.  Quoting, in part,
he wrote as follows:

Christ taught His disciples that men ought always to
pray and not lose heart (Luke 18:1).…observe the effect
that God’s silence or seeming denial produces in your
heart. Does it move you away from God’s door or make
you fall on it with more courage…? If you find your effort
increased, you may conclude that Christ and His graces
will come to you. It is great folly to lose heart in
prayer…Do not cease…Whatever mercy you need must
come from God’s hand. Prayer with perseverance is the
path God directs all His people to take.…He assures us
that He will come soon enough to save us. We must be
at it until He comes, though it is no easy matter.

Al and I join with a few others in a small prayer group
in our neighborhood that meets once a week. We support
each other in prayer for the burdens that the Lord has put

upon our hearts.  As Charles Finney once said, “Nothing
tends more to cement the hearts of Christians than praying
together. Never do they love one another so well as when
they witness the outpouring of each other's hearts in prayer.”
We’ve found this to be so true. Not only is there is a
wonderful refreshing from the Lord when we gather together
in prayer, we’ve found He lifts our spirits and increases our
faith. Often we are greatly encouraged as our brethren share
their testimonies of answered prayer.  It’s a special blessing
knowing Jesus’ presence is with us because of His promise
in Matthew 18:30:

“For where two or three are gathered together in
My Name, there I am in the midst of them.”

God’s Word assures us that our lives are in His Hands.
He is a loving God who hears our prayers. He will not
forsake us. Because of Jesus’ great sacrifice for us, the door
is opened for us to communicate directly with the Father.
Therefore, it’s a privilege to pray. May we pray without
ceasing.v

Long before many of
today’s popular Christian
movements striving to
attain mastery over this
sinful world came into
being, this book exposed
the dominion theology
behind them.

Published in 1990,
Vengeance is Ours: The
Church in Dominion, is a
timeless expose of Chris-
tian Reconstruction and the
Latter-Rain movement are
turning Christians away
from expecting the Lord’s
return.

Order at www.swordpublishers.com

Waiting
Patiently
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