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THE PRESENT CIRCUMSTANCES in the Middle East, partic-
ularly involving the intervention of the United States in
bringing about the Arab Spring, have had many puzzling

aspects. How and why did the United States ever get itself
embroiled in the morass of Middle East politics to the point of
taking sides in the conflicts that have arisen over the past few
years? The loyalties of the current administration seem to have
shifted back and forth between aversion toward
and support for extremist Islamic groups such as
the Muslim Brotherhood, Hamas, al-Queda and
Hezbollah, as well as heads of states in countries
such as Libya and Egypt, and, lately, Syria. With
Barack Obama’s determination to punish Syr-
ia’s president Bashar al-Assad due to the alleged
use of chemical weapons against alleged inno-
cent civilians—including women and children—
by al-Assad’s troops, the U.S. stands poised to
become embroiled in yet another Middle East
conflict.

Barack Obama may disdain the U.S. Mili-
tary, but it seems he loves being Commander in
Chief. What a heady experience that must be for
a former community activist. By insisting that
Congress give him the go-ahead to initiate U.S.
military intervention in Syria, Obama did exact-
ly what he criticized President George W. Bush
for doing in Iraq and Afghanistan. For now, it seems, more level
heads have prevailed.

Is Obama’s transformation from dove to hawk merely a case
of a naïve man coming face-to-face with reality—a man who once
hadn’t a clue of just how complex the job of President of the
United States really is until he was elected? If so, he owes Bush
an apology. But apologies don’t come easily from narcissistic
heads of state. Especially when owed to someone from the
political opposition.

Apologies or no, Obama is being motivated by something
that is causing him to do a 180 degree retreat from his previous
position. And there may be more than one “something” at work.

It is obvious to any thinking person that the way world
events transpire is not a matter of serendipity. There must be
forces at play behind the machinations of politicians bent on
achieving desired ends through the conflicts that arise among
nation states and lesser militant entities including insurrectionists.
The conflicts we see splayed before us by the mass media are not
true grassroots attempts to bring peace and harmony to nations.

Those may be the stated goals foisted on us by the
propagandists of the various sides in those con-
flicts, but the truth is that someone is trying to
gain power over people for their own ends, often
unstated. To think otherwise is evidence of naive-
té or denial—perhaps a combination of both.

And it doesn’t matter which end of the
political spectrum one may identify with. There
may be in politics individuals who are well-in-
tentioned and who truly want to help people
live better lives, but they are few and far be-
tween. Often those few are as much pawns in
the games of influential and aggressive forces as
is the average Joe.

The name of the game in this world domi-
nated by the world’s master, Mammon, is power
—power gained through the amassing of riches.
And behind Mammon is the god of all false
gods, Satan.

It also matters not to which aspect of the
political spectrum one may adhere; if he adheres too tightly, he
will be found working on the part of Satan. The good aspired to
by those on the Christian right will also be found working for the
enemy’s benefit. There are many sincere Christians working
diligently for Christian dominion over society’s varied influences,
thinking that they have a mandate from God to instill and even
force a biblical ethic upon the world. Their dominion theology is
leading many well-meaning Christians into working for social
causes while setting aside the true calling of the Lord upon His
Body. (See Vengeance Is Ours: The Church in Dominion; 1990, and
The World Christian Movement, 2001, Sword Publishers.)

(Continued on page 3)
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Media Spotlight is a ministry to the Body
of Christ, bringing understanding of the ways
in which the world shapes our thinking and
lifestyles through the influence of the mass
communications media.

God’s Word exhorts, “buy the truth and
do not sell it” (Prov. 23:23). Therefore we do
not sell Media Spotlight. Begun in 1977,
Media Spotlight was the first ministry on a
national scale to address the ungodly nature
of the secular media—motion pictures, tele-
vision, toys, games and myriad other things
that contribute to Christians living no differ-
ently than the rest of the world.

The mass media have impacted the Body
of Christ as much as they have society. Many
Christians are so dependent upon the media
that they aren’t aware of how lukewarm they
have become. We have many testimonials
from readers who tell us that, because of
Media Spotlight, they have become aware of
the effect the media have on their thinking,
and are now more selective in their choices.

But the problem of ungodliness is not
exclusive to the secular media. Of major
concern are the religious media that present
messages contrary to God’s Word. Media
Spotlight addresses the impact that religious
teachers have upon believers in Christ,
whether for good or for evil.

It has escaped the understanding of many
Christians that what they believe is more
often shaped by the teachings and traditions
of religious men and institutions than by
Scripture. Most teachers in the institutional
churches rely more upon their theological
disciplines than on the pure Word of God.
Yet the wisdom of the world is no substitute
for God’s Word, even if offered from the
pulpit or in the Christian media.

Jesus tells us in Matthew 24:24 that in the
last days false christs and false prophets
would arise and would show great signs and
wonders, “so that, if possible, they will
deceive the very elect.” He also states in
Matthew 24:12 that in the last days the love
of many toward Him would grow cold
because evil would increase in the world. If
we believe Him, then we would be foolish
not to guard ourselves against deception.
There is little time to waste in the short span
of life granted us by God. We must choose
today whom we will serve.

Scripture quotations in Media Spotlight are from the
King James Version of the Bible, rephrased in modern U.S.
English unless otherwise stated.

A Personal Note
COPYRIGHT ©2013, MEDIA SPOTLIGHT

WHY MEDIA SPOTLIGHT?
Dear Friends,

When Media Spotlight began in 1977 there were
no ministries that focused on discerning spiritual
deceptions in the Body of Christ. Dr. Walter Martin
had founded Christian Research Institute in 1960,
and did excellent work in exposing the spiritual
errors of non-Christian cults. But there was no one
addressing the spiritual errors taking over the

churches. At the risk of sounding prideful, we realize how our writings set the
groundwork for the plethora of “discernment ministries” that have arisen over
the years since. Dave Hunts book, The Seduction of Christianity was published in
1985 and, as a bestseller, became the seminal work on the subject, opening the
door for others to follow. There are now several discernment ministries that
address false teachers within Christianity, and for this we are grateful.

But since we began, we’ve become dinosaurs of sorts. We are no longer
invited to speak on the discernment “circuit,” possibly because some of our
writings may not fit the orthodox traditions of evangelical Christianity. We also
continue to focus on the print media, not having the time, the income or the
savvy to be involved on the Internet, particularly on social sites such as Twitter,
Facebook, and others. We don’t produce YouTube videos or DVDs, although we
are open to do so if the Lord leads and provides. Our readers are for the most
part older brothers and sisters in Christ, and many have gone to be with the Lord.

Now we owe it to our faithful readers to let you know that we have come to
the place where we must move from our home to a smaller one in a less expensive
area. We believe the Lord has placed us in this position in order to move us
where He wants us to be. Barring any drastic changes, we have no other choice.

We’ve looked into a number of areas here in western Washington, which is
where we prefer to stay if the Lord is willing. Until we sell our present home,
however, we cannot make a final determination.

This has been somewhat difficult for us emotionally because we’ve been in our
home for almost 26 years. We bought it in 1987 when we moved from California
because we needed a larger house that would provide for offices and storage for
the ministry. Home prices in California were too prohibitive at that time for us to
move from our tiny home into something suitable there. So we left family,
fellowship and friends to move to Washington where we found this home, which
was a bargain by California standards.

It has taken a lot of time and effort to get our home ready for the real estate
market, so work on this issue of Media Spotlight has been slow. We hope you
understand. Your prayers for a speedy sale and ease of moving are appreciated. In
any case, we trust that our Father’s will shall be done.

Because of time constraints we have not included in this issue the next install-
ment of “A History of Anti-Christ.” We hope to include it in our next issue.

The main focus of this issue is how Christian Zionism, political Zionism and
U.S. foreign policy affect the Body of Christ. We anticipate that what we have to
say is going to ruffle some feathers, but that is something we cannot avoid if we
are going to serve the Lord in truth.

Thanks to all of you who have stood by us these past 36 years, and have
demonstrated your love through your prayers and gifts.

In Jesus’ love,

Al and Jean
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The same error is being made by many Christian Zionists
who have bought the lie that the Jews have a different gospel
than that given to the Gentiles—that they don’t need the blood
of Christ to cover their sins because they have a different
covenant to which they must answer; they have the Law of Moses.

This error ignores the biblical truth that the New Covenant
in the blood of Christ was made not with the Gentiles but with
the houses of Judah and Israel (Jer. 31:31; Heb. 8:8). By perpe-
trating this false teaching of two gospels, well-known pastors and
TV ministers are playing into the hands of Satan and anti-
Christs of every stripe.

The same may be said for Christians who support U.S.
military action against Islamic regimes in the Middle East.
There is no doubt that Islam is the most anti-Christ philosophy
in the world. That it has over one billion adherents worldwide
is certainly cause for concern. But why should Christians want
the U.S. to spill its blood for the sake of political conflicts in the
Middle East?

The insurrectionists seeking to topple heads of state in the
Middle East are all associated with extremist Islamic factions.
Why then has the present administration been aiding those
insurrectionists in Middle East countries? This is true of Syria
just as it was in Iraq, Libya and Egypt. And I have confidence
that the same policy is planned for other Middle East countries
as well, particularly Iran.

There is no question that the heads of state in the Middle
East nations are ungodly, even anti-Christ. Many are despotic
tyrants. And many have vowed to do all they can to destroy
Israel. But the insurrectionists in those nations are just as bad,
if not worse, having ties to extremist Islamic organizations. One
must question whether anyone is better off in relation to Iraq
after Saddam Hussein was deposed. Hussein, though an avowed
enemy of Israel, was nonetheless benevolent toward Christians,
even supporting Christian schools. He even had Christians in
his administration. He was ruthless in destroying his political
enemies—even Muslims—but that is not unusual among heads
of state, not only in the Middle East, but all over the world.

Christians taking sides in conflicts between ungodly factions
find themselves choosing one devil over another. As Jesus said,
“Let the dead bury the dead.” What have believers in Jesus to
do with calling for warfare and bloodletting among the ungodly?

Politically, there are many reasons set forth for engaging in
warfare in the Middle East: 1) we need the oil, so we have to
protect our interests there; 2) we have to stamp out radical
Islamic groups such as Al Qaeda who threaten our national
security; 3) we have to protect Israel from the threats of Islamic
nations.

Let’s look at each of these according to God’s Word, and
with reasoned understanding of how our spiritual enemy works
to destroy us and/or to at least render us ineffectual in our
spiritual warfare and advancing the Gospel of the Kingdom.

To begin, we must understand that the United States has
been used by God through the spread of the Gospel to instill a
sense of righteousness in the consciousness of non-Christians
around the world. It isn’t that Americans are within themselves
more righteous than any other national group. But the biblical
ethic upon which the first settlers from Europe based their
community standards was transferred to the later-emerging
nation state of the United States of America. Surely God has
blessed this nation above all others throughout history with the
exception of ancient Israel during the times she was faithful to
her Lord, particularly under the reigns of David and Solomon.

But just as the Lord brought judgment upon Israel for her
sins, the United States is fast sliding into judgment for her sins.
What we are witnessing in these perilous times is not happen-
stance; the proliferation of natural disasters, many of magnitude
as great, or even greater, than ever experienced, the morass of
constant and increasing race hatred and conflict, the destructive
economic policies of government on every level, the prolifera-
tion of immoral and ungodly media content for the pleasure of
the majority of citizens, the unnatural sexual perversions that
are being not only tolerated but celebrated while reaching as far
down the age scale as pre-school children, the turning away from
God’s truth by the majority of Christian churches and other
institutions—all these and more are evidence of God’s judgment
as well as reasons for God’s judgment.

Considering this, let’s look at the three primary reasons
given and accepted as justification for America’s suicidal mili-
tary intervention in the Middle East.

We need the oil
This may have been a reasonable excuse at one time, but

geologists in the United States have determined that there are
sufficient so-called fossil fuel reserves within the boundaries of
the nation to supply its energy needs for hundreds of years
without dependence on other countries. And even though the
present administration refuses to allow sufficient tapping into
those resources to accomplish that end, the U.S. is still its own
best supplier. Under the pressure of leftist, anti-Christ and
anti-American elements, the government tells us that “climate
change” (previously, “global warming,” now debunked) is of
greater importance than drilling for oil. But the fact is that fossil
fuels are going to be used for the foreseeable future as the most
economical and plentiful energy resource available, and some-
one’s going to have to dig for it. So whether we dig for it
ourselves, or buy it from other nations who dig for it, the sum
of the equation remains the same. But by hindering drilling for
it ourselves we remain dependent on foreign sources.

It may rightfully be pointed out that our largest foreign
supplier of oil is Canada, but that doesn’t negate the truth that
we still rely on Middle East oil to fill the void. And as long as
that’s the case we will be urged to use military force to “protect
our interests” in that God-forsaken area.

 (Continued on page 19)
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More evangelicals
express support of
same-sex marriage

FROM AN ORANGE COUNTY REGISTER REPORT

A  2012 PEW RESEARCH Center report states that the
number of evangelical Christians who support same-sex
marriage has nearly doubled in the past decade from 13

percent to 23 percent. A more recent study published by sociol-
ogists at Baylor University has determined that almost 25% of
evangelicals are “ambivalent” about same-sex marriage and the
legalization of same-sex relationships while remaining morally
opposed to them, while 35% support such unions outright. At
least part of the difference between the Pew Research Center
poll and the Baylor University study may be attributed to
different research methods. But the fact remains that evangeli-
cal Christians are increasingly viewing same-sex marriage as
acceptable. It is expected that the rate of change will accelerate
because a majority of evangelicals under the age of 35 already
support same-sex marriage.

COMMENTARY
When we add the 25 percent of “ambivalent” evangelicals in

the Baylor University study to the 35% who support same-sex
marriage outright, we’re left with a majority 60% of evangelicals
who have no strong feelings about morality when it comes to
homosexuality.

What has happened that would cause such an upsurge of
acceptance among evangelical Christians who insist that Scrip-
ture is the infallible Word of God upon which we must base all
our beliefs and practices? For one thing, I believe it can be
attributed in large part to the unwillingness of church leaders—
especially those whose influence extends beyond their local
congregations—to teach contrary to the culture’s changing mo-
res. Of late, Rick Warren has expressed regret for his public
support of Proposition 8 in the 2008 California elections. Prop-
osition 8 sought to overturn the California Supreme Court
ruling that same-sex marriage is constitutionally permissible. In
a 2012 interview with the Huffington Post, Warren said he intend-
ed his endorsement for only his congregation. “Everyone took
that to mean I was pontificating to the whole world,” he said.

Well, considering Warren’s refusal to reject the title of
“Pastors’ Pastor,” and his international influence among politi-
cal leaders, it’s disingenuous of him to say he meant his state-
ments only for his congregation. Particularly when he made his
support of Proposition 8 at the time known outside of his
congregation in media interviews and his Web site. He certainly
didn’t protest when his support was made public then. It’s only
recently that he has expressed regret for his support. This
certainly does nothing to stem the tide of acceptance among
evangelicals.

Some would rightly question why any Christian would
become embroiled in the politics of the world system. However,
issues that touch God’s Word and which affect believers to

varying degrees, are fair
game for believers to ad-
dress. The bigger ques-
tion is why a leader of
Warren’s stature would
take on the issue, then
waffle later when it turns
out that the position he
took is unpopular among
the “Christian” popula-
tion of this nation. Once
he put himself on the re-
cord, it doesn’t matter if
he should have done so
in the first place; the issue
is that he has reversed his
stance after finding his
stance isn’t as popular as
he may have supposed
prior to the elections.

Tom Krattenmaker, a journalist whose book, The Evangeli-
cals You Don’t Know, tracks recent changes in the evangelical
movement, states, “This will be a non-issue,” he said. “These
younger evangelicals will age toward center stage and take over
the leadership roles and bring with them their new understand-
ing. As society changes, so will evangelicals.”

Evangelical Christianity has long been the staunchest de-
fender of God’s Word. Now, according to Michael Longinow,
chair of the Department of Journalism and Integrated Media at
Biola University in La Mirada, California, many students “are
challenging long-held assumptions about how to read the Bible
and what constitutes a godly life. Before, it was 5 or 6 percent—
the outliers,” he said. “Now it’s 30-plus percent of students are
asking these questions.”

There was a time when Scripture impacted culture to bring
about at least a semblance of righteousness where the Gospel
had influence. Now the culture is impacting the Body of Christ
in the opposite direction. Remember when older believers were
alarmed at the kind of music that began to infiltrate the church-
es in the 80s and 90s? “It’s just the music of the present
generation; that’s how we will reach them,” was the response.
Well, how has that worked out? It turns out that certain kinds
of music have been the “gateway drug” for the past few genera-
tions to lead them into “harder” stuff. The immorality and
anarchy associated with the “music” of the past few generations
is now bearing the fruit of rebellion against God’s Word.

Jesus asked the question, “When the Son of Man comes will
He find faith on the earth?”

As the youth of today become the leaders within the evangel-
ical community tomorrow, they will increasingly question God’s
Word. The great apostasy is upon us, and it will not be long
before true faith is almost eradicated from the earth.

This is a sorry state of affairs. But guess what? Although we
lament the fate of those rebellious who claim Jesus as their
Savior, it’s also a reason for us to lift up our heads.

Our redemption draws near!v

Rick Warren regrets supporting
Proposition 8
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Is Obama a secret
member of the Muslim
Brotherhood?

AN EGYPTIAN NEWSPAPER, al-Wafd, affiliated with the
leftist party of the same name, has claimed that Barack
Obama is a member of the Muslim Brotherhood, and

that his brother [half-brother, Malik Obama] is a member of
al-Qaeda. The article, which ran on the front page of al-Wafd on
August 30, has generated little interest among the international
community outside of conservative factions in the United States.

COMMENTARY
With the aid of the United States government, the Muslim

Brotherhood came to power in Egypt by overthrowing the regime
of Hosni Mubarack, bringing about the election of Mohamed
Morsi. After serving in office for just over one year, Morsi, Egypt’s
first Islamist president and a leading member of the Muslim
Brotherhood, was ousted on July 3 by a coup engineered by
Egypt’s military, and has not been seen since. The Obama admin-
istration has been pressuring the Egyptian  military and interim
leaders to free Morsi. State Department spokeswoman Jen Psaki
has expressed concerns “about the politically motivated arbitrary
arrests of the Muslim Brotherhood members” including Morsi.
The military has maintained control against the Muslim Brother-
hood’s concerted attempts to have Morsi reinstalled as president.

In September, an Egyptian court issued an injunction ban-
ning the Muslim Brotherhood, as well as all activities “emanat-
ing from it” and any institutions “belonging to it or receiving
financial support of any kind from it.” The Brotherhood’s
leadership remains in prison after being accused of inciting
violence and colluding with extremist groups such as Hamas.

As a result of the military coup, the Obama administration
is considering curtailing U.S. aid to the Egyptian government,
while maintaining aid to non-governmental organizations
(NGOs) that carry on humanitarian projects in Egypt. Techni-
cally, that would include the Muslim Brotherhood which has
used humanitarian outreaches as a means to gain adherents and
sympathizers. As of this writing, the U.S. State Department has
remained reticent to reveal exactly who will and will not receive
aid, and how much aid will continue to flow into Egypt, but it
does not approve of the current military-controlled government.

This may be the reason for al-Wafd’s claim that Obama is a
secret member of the Muslim Brotherhood. Additionally, Egypt
Daily News claims that a “secret agreement was made between
the Obama administration and the Muslim Brotherhood (not
the Egyptian government) to give 40% of the Sinai and the
annexation of that part of Egyptian territory in Gaza” in order
to facilitate a peace agreement between Israel and Palestine. The
allegations stated that “a sum of U.S. $8 billion was paid in
exchange for the land.” This agreement was allegedly signed by
Khairat el Shater (number 2 leader of the Muslim Brother-
hood), by Morsi, and by the Supreme Guide of the Muslim
Brotherhood, Mohamed Badie. Badie was arrested in Cairo on

August 19 as the Egyptian government continued its crackdown
on the Brotherhood.

There is no empirical evidence that Barack Obama is a
member of the Muslim Brotherhood, although there is consider-
able proof that his half-brother Malik is an Islamist extremist
with close ties to the Muslim Brotherhood. Malik is under
investigation by the Egyptian government because of his role as
executive secretary of the Dawa Organization, a group created by
the government of Sudan which is considered by the U.S. State
Department to be a terrorist state. The Dawa Organization
operates under the umbrella of the Muslim Brotherhood. Barack
Obama encouraged Malik to run for political office in Kenya, but
he failed in his first attempt to win a county gubernatorial seat.

Add to this the fact that Homeland Security has recently
added Freedom and Justice Foundation President and Chief
Executive Officer Mohamed Elibiary to its cabinet. Elibiary is an
outspoken supporter of the Muslim Brotherhood. Yet the main-
stream media are conspicuously silent about this, and about five
other Muslim Brotherhood supporters Obama has appointed to
his administration:

Arif Alikhan–Appointed in 2009 as Assistant Secretary for
Policy Development at the U.S. Department of Homeland
Security (DHS). In 2011 he was also appointed as Deputy
Executive Director for Homeland Security, Law Enforcement,
and Fire/EMS at Los Angeles World Airports. Alikhan has
referred to the Lebanese terrorist organization Hezbollah as a
“liberation movement.” He has worked with the Muslim Public
Affairs Council (MPAC), which has links to the Muslim Broth-
erhood, and has consistently opposed domestic anti-terrorism
initiatives.

Rashad Hussain—Appointed in 2010 as America’s special
envoy to the Organization for the Islamic Conference (OIC).
The OIC is a Saudi-based organization founded in 1969 to
“protect” Jerusalem from the Israelis. In a keynote speech
Wednesday, June 23, 2009, at the Woodrow Wilson Interna-
tional Center for Scholars, Hussain referred to Barack Obama
as “America’s Educator-in-Chief on Islam.”

Salam al-Marayati–Apointed in 2012 as an advisor to Obama
through participation in an international forum on human rights.
Al-Marayati was originally nominated in 1999 by then-House

(Continued on page 27)

MALIK OBAMA & HALF-BROTHER BARACK
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High school conducts
field trip to mosque

A  TENNESSEE HIGH SCHOOL took students on field trips
to a mosque and a Hindu temple as part of a three-week
course on world religions. The freshman students at

Henderson High School in Henderson, TN, were taken on
September 4 to the Islamic Center of Nashville where they were
given punch and cookies as well as copies of the Koran. As part
of their exercises they listened to readings from the Koran and
were instructed in Muslim prayer. At the Hindu temple they
were taught how to meditate.

Students who opted out of the field trip were required to
write an essay comparing and contrasting the Christian, Hindu
and Islamic religions, and were given a worksheet that stated
Muslims treated their conquered people better than the United
States has treated minorities.

Some parents were upset and asked why the school would
tour a mosque and a Hindu temple but not a Christian church
or Jewish synagogue.

One parent, Mike Conner, sent the principal an e-mail
about this and received the reply that the school could not
afford to go to all five.

Conner’s 14-year-old stepdaughter, Jessica, chose not to go
on the field trip and did not complete the assignment to
compare and contrast the relevant religions. “There was one
page on the sayings of Jesus, two-thirds of a page on the sayings
of Gandhi, and five pages on Muhammad,” Conner said. His
daughter did not complete the assignment because she felt it
was unfair and unbalanced. Instead, she wrote, “Because of a
surplus in information on Muhammad, and a lack of complete
and thorough information on Mahatma Gandhi and Jesus
Christ, there is not enough true facts to properly complete a
comparison and contrasting paper.”

She was punished by receiving a zero on the assignment.
School officials refused the Conners’ request to give Jessica a
more balanced assignment or change her grade.

“They told us we were being hostile towards Islam,” Conner
said. “It was a very confrontational meeting. Their attitude was, ‘I
can’t believe you would question our motives with your children.’”

“Someone needs to be held accountable,” he said. “They are
our children—not theirs.”

A Sumner County Schools spokesperson stated, “Our district
has reviewed the practice and decided to eliminate field trips to
religious venues from this class, as it does not provide equal repre-
sentation to all the religions studied in the course unit. This deci-
sion was made due to the fact that equal representation in regards
to field trips for all religions studied in the course is not feasible.”

Earlier this year at Lumberton High School in Lumberton,
TX, a teacher invited female students to dress in Islamic burqas
and instructed her class that they should regard Muslim terror-
ists as “freedom fighters.” In response to outrage from some
parents, the Lumberton Independent School District released a
statement to Fox News defending the class.

“The lesson that was offered focused on exposing students
to world cultures, religions, customs and belief systems,” the
statement read. “The lesson is not teaching a specific religion,
and the students volunteered to wear the clothing.”

The school district said Judaism and Christianity were also
part of the lesson. However, the parents said Christianity was
not discussed in the classroom.

“The Christian perspective was not taught,” she said. “They
went in-depth into Islam and I’m not comfortable with it.”

The district said the photograph does not reflect the entire
aspect of the lesson.

“The lesson encompassed diversity education so students
receive a firm understanding of our world and why people are
motivated differently,” the statement read.

The parents said they immediately contacted the principal
of the high school who defended the program and said it was
required under CSCOPE—a controversial electronic curriculum
system that provides online lesson plans for teachers.

“The principal told me it was world geography and they have
to learn this stuff,” she said.

However, the school district said the lesson taught at the
high school was not part of a written CSCOPE lesson.

“This is the normal answer from every school using
CSCOPE,” said Janice VanCleave, a vocal critic of the program
and the founder of Texas CSCOPE Review. “They are definitely
promoting the Islamic religion.”

VanCleave said the trouble is that teachers are not giving
students the full story.

“They are not telling students how these young women are
treated in this religion,” she told Fox News. “In the Islamic
countries women are not treated well at all.”

Last month, evidence was presented at a state hearing show-
ing that CSCOPE offered a number of lessons about Islam.

One particular lesson instructed teachers to provide class-
room readings of selected texts from the Koran.

Students were also taught that Allah is God.
CSCOPE offered no comparable lessons on Christianity or

Judaism, VanCleave told Fox News.
“I do think CSCOPE promotes the Islamic religion,” she

said. “I don’t think it’s right to be proselytizing the Islamic
religion in our schools.”

Lumberton High School (Lumberton, TX) girls dress in burqas
and learn of Muslim beneficence.
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Patrick said every time they’ve asked CSCOPE leaders about
the lessons on Islam, lawmakers were told “those were old lessons.”

“In this particular case – there’s a photograph and there’s a
letter from the school district and there’s another companion
lesson,” he said. “You start adding these issues up and it puts
CSCOPE under the microscope more.”

COMMENTARY
It is telling that the Sumner County Schools spokesperson

said that they “decided to eliminate field trips to religious
venues from this class.” Fine. What about other classes? More
doublespeak from ungodly, deceptive school administrators.
Did any of the parents catch that caveat?

Such ungodly scenarios are playing out on an increasing
basis in the United States and other western countries. And
parents, naively insisting their children belong to them rather
than to the state, register protests that consistently fall on deaf
ears. In God’s eyes children may belong to their parents, but the
state long ago dismissed that notion as subversive. “It takes a
village” has expanded to “It takes the world” to raise one’s child.

In a previous issue I stated my belief that Islam is God’s
hammer on the West for its faithlessness. Most Christians have
given over their children’s minds to a godless state indoctrina-
tion system that is turning them away from the true God to
following fables and ungodly philosophies. Even after express-
ing outrage at these things, they continue to entrust their
children to them. They walk away content that the doublespeak
deception offered them has solved their problem.

But leading children into other religious beliefs and practic-
es is only one among myriad problems with state indoctrination
camps. Children are taught to accept and even celebrate sexual
diversity, immorality, abortion, and leftist politics.

With few exceptions, that is the norm.
Christian parents are just as naïve and compromising in

these things as the vast majority of them continue to send their
children to public schools.

And they wonder why the majority of young evangelical
Christians are accepting of homosexual marriage and diverse
religious ecumenism.v

In 2012, Hartfort Connecticut middle school children were taken
on a tour of religious venues and learned the tenets of Islam.

Pakistani woman
stoned for possessing
cell phone

THE ASIAN HUMAN

Rights Commis-
sion reports that a

Pakistani woman by the
name of Arifa, a mother
of two, “has been stoned
to death on the orders of
Panchayat (a tribal court)
for possessing a cell
phone. She was executed
on 11 July in the district of Dera Ghazi Khan in Punjab province.
The victim was stoned to death by her uncle and relatives on the
orders of Panchayat after she was found to have a mobile phone.”

The report continues:

According to media reports her uncle, cousins and
other relatives threw stones and bricks at her until she
died. She was buried without informing anyone. Police
registered a First Information Report (FIR) against the
Panchayat but no one has been arrested. She was buried
in a desert far away from her village and nobody (not even
her children) was allowed to participate in the funeral.…

The incident is a clear reflection of the total collapse
of the rule of law in the country, where every section of
the government has become utterly redundant in the face
of tribal, feudal and religious traditions. The local police
have not arrested the members of the Panchayat because
the power in the area lies with the landed aristocracy.…

Society is sent the message that violence is the way
to deal with women and other vulnerable groups.
Women's rights are negated through the use of these
forms of punishment.

Pakistani society has degenerated to the point that,
for a woman, keeping a cell phone has become serious
crime. It is treated as a worse crime than gang rape,
murder and bomb blasts, through which many people
are killed on a daily basis.…

In Arifa’s case, it is those same corrupt police
officers who are now being asked to investigate. With-
out serious intervention from government authorities,
her case will be treated the same as far too many
innocent deaths have been; uninvestigated, with com-
plete impunity for the perpetrators.

COMMENTARY
It is important to note that Arifa’s murderers are not radical

terrorists. This is not uncommon in Islamic countries to differ-
ing degrees. The true face of Islam is not found in western
countries where Muslims are in the minority (as yet); it is found
in Islamic countries where brutality is the order of the day.v
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Pope stumbles over
homosexuals

IN AN INTERVIEW conducted by Antonio Spadaro, S.J., on
behalf of several major Jesuit journals, Pope Francis stated,
“I am no one to judge” on the issue of same-sex couples and

homosexuals in the church.

COMMENTARY
Is this the whole story? Or was this simple statement taken

out of context by the media? The pope’s statement is a small
part of a lengthy interview, most of which had nothing to do
with the subject of homosexuality. The only way to assess the
pope’s statement is to put it in the context of his answer to
Spadaro’s inquiry: “I mention to Pope Francis that there are
Christians who live in situations that are irregular for the
church or in complex situations that represent open wounds. I
mention the divorced and remarried, same-sex couples and
other difficult situations. What kind of pastoral work can we do
in these cases? What kinds of tools can we use?”

The pope’s answer in total:

“We need to proclaim the Gospel on every street
corner,” the pope says, “preaching the good news of the
kingdom and healing, even with our preaching, every
kind of disease and wound. In Buenos Aires I used to
receive letters from homosexual persons who are ‘social-
ly wounded’ because they tell me that they feel like the
church has always condemned them. But the church
does not want to do this. During the return flight from
Rio de Janeiro I said that if a homosexual person is of
good will and is in search of God, I am no one to judge.
By saying this, I said what the catechism says. Religion
has the right to express its opinion in the service of the
people, but God in creation has set us free: it is not
possible to interfere spiritually in the life of a person.

“A person once asked me, in a provocative manner,
if I approved of homosexuality. I replied with another

question: ‘Tell me: when God looks at a gay person,
does he endorse the existence of this person with love,
or reject and condemn this person?’ We must always
consider the person. Here we enter into the mystery of
the human being. In life, God accompanies persons,
and we must accompany them, starting from their
situation. It is necessary to accompany them with mer-
cy. When that happens, the Holy Spirit inspires the
priest to say the right thing.

“This is also the great benefit of confession as a
sacrament: evaluating case by case and discerning what
is the best thing to do for a person who seeks God and
grace. The confessional is not a torture chamber, but
the place in which the Lord’s mercy motivates us to do
better. I also consider the situation of a woman with a
failed marriage in her past and who also had an abor-
tion. Then this woman remarries, and she is now
happy and has five children. That abortion in her past
weighs heavily on her conscience and she sincerely
regrets it. She would like to move forward in her
Christian life. What is the confessor to do?

“We cannot insist only on issues related to abor-
tion, gay marriage and the use of contraceptive meth-
ods. This is not possible. I have not spoken much about
these things, and I was reprimanded for that. But when
we speak about these issues, we have to talk about them
in a context. The teaching of the church, for that
matter, is clear and I am a son of the church, but it is
not necessary to talk about these issues all the time.

“The dogmatic and moral teachings of the church
are not all equivalent. The church’s pastoral ministry
cannot be obsessed with the transmission of a disjoint-
ed multitude of doctrines to be imposed
insistently. Proclamation in a missionary style focuses
on the essentials, on the necessary things: this is also
what fascinates and attracts more, what makes the
heart burn, as it did for the disciples at Emmaus. We
have to find a new balance; otherwise even the moral
edifice of the church is likely to fall like a house of
cards, losing the freshness and fragrance of the Gospel.
The proposal of the Gospel must be more simple,
profound, radiant. It is from this proposition that the
moral consequences then flow.

“I say this also thinking about the preaching and
content of our preaching. A beautiful homily, a genu-
ine sermon must begin with the first proclamation,
with the proclamation of salvation. There is nothing
more solid, deep and sure than this proclamation.
Then you have to do catechesis. Then you can draw
even a moral consequence. But the proclamation of the
saving love of God comes before moral and religious
imperatives. Today sometimes it seems that the oppo-
site order is prevailing. The homily is the touchstone to
measure the pastor’s proximity and ability to meet his
people, because those who preach must recognize the
heart of their community and must be able to see



9

MEDIA SPOTLIGHT • VOL. 36 - NO. 3 • FALL 2013
where the desire for God is lively and ardent. The
message of the Gospel, therefore, is not to be reduced
to some aspects that, although relevant, on their own
do not show the heart of the message of Jesus Christ.”

The pope’s response has given tremendous impetus to the
homosexuals’ cause. As the spiritual leader of over one billion
Catholics, and as one considered by many non-Catholic Chris-
tians and non-Christian religious people as the primary spiritual
leader in the world, the pope has, with this simple statement,
given the homosexual agenda a legitimacy for which it has
worked very hard for very long.

Yet perhaps we can’t judge the pope for asking, “Who am I
to judge?” No one should want to judge another person for that
person’s sins. But he does not qualify his question with any
statement to the effect that, although he doesn’t wish to judge
homosexual people, he must nevertheless judge homosexuality as
a sin. After all, isn’t that what Scripture says? And considering
that the Roman Catholic Church regards the Bible as the infalli-
ble Word of God (albeit equal to the church’s Magisterium and
tradition—which, by the way, has until recently always outwardly
condemned homosexuality, even as many clergy engage in it), it
would have been a simple matter to do so. But his response was
nothing more than political rhetoric that served no godly purpose.

Would it be “interference” for a religious leader to minister
God’s Word to a person caught in any sin? God in creation has
set free only those who have been set free through saving faith
in His Son. According to God’s Word, no one else is free; they
are bound in their sins until set free through faith. True faith
involves obedience to God’s Word.

Certainly if a homosexual is seeking God out of “good will”
or an “honest heart” the Lord will lead him into the truth that
can set him free. But free from what? Free from his sin.

The pope begged the question on same-sex marriage by
asking if God endorses the existence of homosexuals with love,
or rejects and condemns them. Of course God endorses the
existence of every person, because every person is created by
Him. But endorsing one’s existence does not preclude His
judging them for their sins. Scripture is clear:

“He who has My commandments and keeps them,
it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me shall be
loved by My Father, and I will love him and will reveal
Myself to him.”

Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, what has
happened that you are about to reveal Yourself to us,
and not to the world?”

Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves
Me, he will keep My word, and My Father will love him,
and We will come to him and make a home with him.
He who does not love Me does not keep My word. And
the word that you hear is not Mine, but the Father’s
who sent Me. (John 14:21-14)

If we love the Lord Jesus, the Father will love us. Although
there was no condition for His sending His son to die for the
sins of the whole world, there is a condition to His love for
individuals.

For when we were still without strength, in due time
Christ died for the ungodly. For one will scarcely die for
a righteous man (yet perhaps for a good man some
would even dare to die) but God exhibits His love
toward us in that, while we were still sinners, Christ
died for us. (Romans 5:6-8)

For God so loved the world that He gave His only-
begotten Son, so that whoever believes in Him would
not perish, but have everlasting life.

For God did not send His Son into the world that
He might judge the world, but so that the world might
be saved through Him.

He who believes in Him is not judged; but he who
does not believe is already judged because he has not
believed in the name of the only-begotten Son of God.

And this is the judgment: that the Light has come
into the world, and men loved darkness rather than the
Light because their works were evil. For everyone who
does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the
Light so that his works may not be exposed.

But he who practices the truth comes to the Light
so that his works may be revealed to have been worked
in God.) (John 3:16-21)

Pope Francis should read this carefully. True belief is tied to
receiving the Light of the Logos, God’s Word, both in the flesh
and on the written page. The Lord cannot be separated from His
Word. If His Word calls something sin, then it is sin. And
although we are all sinners, those who seek to justify their sin by
saying they believe in Jesus while not wanting to be judged for
their rebellion, are seeking to make the Lord partakers of their sins.

Refusal to minister God’s truth to those caught in sin,
particularly when they insist that God endorses their sin, is
cowardice. And it is certainly not loving.

The rest of the pope’s statement is pure conjecture regarding
how God views these things. It is so much pious nonsense, not
dissimilar to that for which Yahweh chastised Job (Job 38-40). It
is summed up by Hosea:

Who is wise, and he shall understand these things?
Prudent, and he shall know them? For the ways of
YHWH are right, and the just shall walk in them. But
the transgressors shall fall in them. (Hosea14:9)

The pope’s appeal to the proclamation of salvation as the
“first proclamation” of the Gospel is rendered null and void by
his separating that proclamation from the Lord’s call to holi-
ness—what the pope calls “moral and religious imperatives.”

It is true that we cannot talk about all these moral issues all the
time. But that, too, is begging the question. When asked about
them we must be able and willing to give a sound biblical response
that leaves no room for ambiguity on the part of the hearer. Just
answer the question in a straightforward and biblical manner.

Yet it seems fruitless to get too exercised over the pope’s
response. He is, after all, the head of an ungodly religious system
that is historically corrupt within, even as it has tried to present
itself as a holy institution. What more can we expect from him?v
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Glenn Beck keynote
speaker at CUFI Summit

By Albert James Dager

MEDIA PERSONALITY GLENN

Beck was the keynote speaker at
the Christians United For Isra-

el (CUFI) Summit in July, 2013. CUFI
was founded by John Hagee, founder and
pastor of Cornerstone Church in San
Antonio, Texas. CUFI’s stated mission is
“to provide a national association
through which every pro-Israel church,
parachurch organization, ministry or indi-
vidual in America can speak and act with
one voice in support of Israel.”

Beck gave an impassioned speech that championed the cause
of Israel’s sovereignty and safety, and called upon Christians to
turn back to the Lord, at times weeping for the spiritual condi-
tion of America.

In addition to our concerns about Christian Zionism as
stated in our lead article, “Zionism, Syria and American Politics,”
there are added concerns regarding Hagee’s and CUFI’s ministe-
rial association with such a proud and outspoken Mormon as
Glenn Beck. But let me begin by saying that, as a person, Glenn
Beck seems a genuinely nice guy. He is definitely an American
patriot and a good family man. He has compassion on those less
fortunate; he cares for others as reflected in the way in which he
treats his employees at Mercury One. But he is still a proud
Mormon and has made it very clear that his Mormon beliefs have
shaped his life of late. And that is what makes his appearance
with well-known Christian leaders such a grave deception.

Beck brought a standing ovation by the Christians and Jews
present. And as much as I agree with much of what Beck had to
say, it is important to assess his speech and address elements of it
that demonstrate just how deceived Beck is, and how he is able to
deceive Christians into accepting him as a brother in Christ. In
all probability Beck does not purposely desire to deceive; it’s just
the nature of those caught in deception to spread their deception.

Introducing Beck, John Hagee stated, “Ladies and gentle-
men, please welcome my friend and a proud member of
Christians United For Israel, Glenn Beck.”

As Beck strode to the podium, Hagee enthusiastically
grasped his hands and said, “God bless you, sir; God bless you!”

Hagee has often said “God bless you” to Beck, and on
occasion has added “for what you do.” God’s Word warns us:

Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the
doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides
in the doctrine of Christ, he has both the Father and
the Son.

If anyone comes to you and does not bring this
doctrine do not receive him into your house or bid
him “God speed.” For he who bids him “God speed,”
is partaker of his evil deeds. (2 John 9-11)

“God speed” means “God bless you in what you do.” It
expresses agreement with
one’s work and the hope
that the person’s work
will be successful.

It isn’t that all Glenn
Beck does is overtly evil,
but the evil attached to
his religious doctrines is
part and parcel of his
work that Hagee blesses.
For a man who has such a
huge audience among
Christians, and as the pas-
tor of a large congrega-
tion, Hagee seems
ignorant of this essential
truth of Scripture.

Following is a transcript of important portions of Beck’s
keynote address with my comments interspersed in bold type:

GLENN BECK’S KEYNOTE SPEECH
AT THE 2013 CUFI SUMMIT

Well, hello. Miracles do happen. Pastor Hagee got me to
come back to Washington, D.C., which—I said the last time I
was here, “I really don’t like Las Vegas, but I like Las Vegas a
lot more than Washington, D.C. At least in Vegas they admit
they’re all hookers and crooks.

I’m proud to be here. I’m humbled to be here.
I usually take about five minutes to write a speech. This one

has been weighing on me for quite some time, and I have
prayed a great deal on what to say.

When I met with you two years ago the world was begin-
ning to come undone. The world is truly spinning out of
control now. And I think to myself, “What can I possibly tell
you that hasn’t already been said?” How can I possibly say
anything to you that would add? What could I possibly say that
could save Israel?

Egypt is literally on fire. Syria is on fire. Iran is threatening
to make fire. The world is at a crossroads that we haven’t seen
in a long, long time. How can I possibly come to you and give
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you any advice—anything at all—worth anything, when in Egypt
they’re currently beheading Christians? How can I talk to Chris-
tians and say, “Help the Jews,” when Christians can’t help
Christians in the Middle East. No one can help anyone in the
Middle East, it seems.

But there is an answer; there is an answer.
The Christians in the Middle East, and the Jews in the

Middle East, are standing because they have a power unlike any
other power on the face of the earth. They have the power of the
God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

Our government is on the wrong side. And I never thought
I would say those words and mean them as deeply as I do. But
our government is on the wrong side, and we are entering
terrible, terrible days if we don’t wake up and turn around.

I’ve been reading, and my apologies to all the rabbis and the
pastors that are here, but if I may do a horrible job in interpret-
ing the Scriptures as they have been given to me in prayer.

Beck’s references to prayer prompts the question, “to
whom does he pray”? His Mormon god is not the God of
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob just because he thinks so; the
Mormon god is a man among billions of men who have
attained godhood by the process of exaltation as a result of
their faithfulness to the Mormon teachings and practices—
particularly their temple worship.

What time is it, and where are we as a people?
Jeremiah writes (and he wrote this for Israel, but I think it

stands for us just the same), “And I brought you into a plentiful
country to eat the fruit thereof and the goodness thereof, and
you entered, and you defiled my land, and you made my heri-
tage an abomination.

“The priests didn’t say, ‘Where is the LORD?’ And those that
handled the law, they knew me not. And the pastors trans-
gressed against me, and the prophets prophesied by Baal.

“But you will stand there and I will plead.”
The Lord says, “I will plead”; “I will plead with you and I will

plead with your children’s children. Has a nation changed their
gods which are not gods?”…

The god of Mormonism is a false god no less than was
Baal. When Beck speaks for his god he speaks not for
Yahweh, but for the unnamed god of Mormonism. And
has not America changed its God for “gods which are not
gods,” including the false god of Mormonism? How could
this elementary truth escape Hagee and his CUFI compa-
triots?

Beck goes on to speak about how we’re not even
ashamed anymore.

Is there no shame in our country? He describes it as having
a whore’s forehead. I describe it as Elliot Spitzer running in New
York City, and Weiner running again.

Have we no shame? Is there no shame anymore?
“We say to a stalk, ‘You’re my dad’; to a stone, ‘You brought

me forth.’ And they have turned their back to me, and their
face.”

“But in the time of trouble,” God says, “In the time of
trouble you will rise up again and you will say, ‘Save us!’”

And that’s when God says, “Oh, really? Where are your
gods? Where is the stone? Where are the things that you wor-
ship that you now say are gods? Let them save you.”

“Turn. O Turn, backsliding children. Turn, for I am mar-
ried unto you. I will give you pastors according unto mine heart
which shall feed you with knowledge and understanding.”

Thank God for people like Pastor Hagee.

These same questions could be asked of Beck. He is
looking to the god of Mormonism to save America while
at the same time leading gullible Christians to think his
god is the God of the Bible.

“We have become lovers of our own selves, covetous and
boasters, and proud, and blasphemers, and disobedient—disobe-
dient to parents, and unthankful, and unholy, without natural
affection, truce breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce,
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, high minded,
lovers of pleasure more than lovers of God, having a form of
godliness but denying the power therein.”

That’s what time it is. That’s what time it is. We are living in
the times that were foretold, and the hour grows late. But not
too late to turn. O backsliding children, turn.

Our Father is begging us. And here we are in a country that
has everything. All of our history tells us it is no different than
all the other times that this has happened.

It didn’t start with Germany. It started with Abraham, at
that covenant. Once that covenant was made, evil knew, “If I
just kill all of his children I will win.”

Evil thinks it can win. And it never does.
[Holding up a yellow Star of David worn by Holocaust

victims] But the first time that this was introduced was in 800
AD, not by the Nazis.

We are entering a time when most of the people around the
world can’t see the difference between light and dark; they can’t
see the difference between good and evil.…

Nor can Glenn Beck (or John Hagee, evidently). The
difference between light and dark and good and evil is not
just in the obvious evils perpetrated by despots; it lies in
the deception of false religions that promote “good” in
the name of a different god—that put forth deceptive
teachings and practices as light.

“And no marvel, for Satan himself is trans-
formed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no
great thing if his ministers also are transformed as
the ministers of righteousness, whose end shall be
according to their works.” (2 Corinthians 14-15)

Evil is powerful. Evil is intoxicating. And evil is eternal.

No, evil is not eternal. Evil will be done away when
our heavenly Father renews the present cosmos into new
heavens and a new earth wherein will dwell righteousness
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(2 Peter 3:13). Beck believes evil is eternal because he
believes in many universes populated by many gods, all of
whom must overcome evil through the provision of sav-
iors. He is wrong in this, but he is right that evil is power-
ful and intoxicating. The evil of Mormonism is certainly
powerful and intoxicating when that religion’s most fa-
mous spokesman is standing before naïve Christians.

We—our lives are this short [snaps his finger]. Evil can
repeat, time and time again, and try it on a whole new group of
people. It is essential that we remember. And everything we
have is set up to remember who we are.

When our Pilgrims first came over, Winthrup, the shining
city on the hill, it’s important that we understand what he said.

He didn’t just say, “Hey, a shining city on the hill.” Here’s
what he said. Now, “the only way—the only way to provide for our
posterity is to follow the counsel of Micah. To do justly, to love,
to have mercy, to walk humbly with our God. For this end we
must knit together in this work as one man. We must entertain
each other in brotherly affection. We must uphold familiar
commerce together in meekness, and gentleness, and patience.”

Is that who we are?
We must delight in each other, make each other’s condi-

tions our own, rejoice together, mourn together, labor and
suffer together. Is that us, now?

“The Lord our God will delight to dwell among us. We will be
His people, and He will command a blessing upon us in all our
ways so that we shall see much more of His wisdom and His power
and His truth. We shall find that the God of Israel is among us
when ten of us will be able to resist a thousand of our enemies.”

But! Everybody always says, “the shining city on the hill”; I
think we read it wrong. I think he read it as a warning.

“We must consider that we shall be a shining city on the hill,
all the eyes of all the people will be upon us so that if we deal
falsely with our God He will end this work, and so cause Him
to withdraw His present help from us, we shall be made a story
and a byword throughout the world.”

America is about to be a story and a byword around the world.

Has Beck not dealt falsely with the true God by em-
bracing the false god(s) of Mormonism? As much as he
may sincerely believe he is worshipping the same God as
do true believers in Christ, Beck is deceived. His god is,
again, merely one god among myriad gods who populate
myriad universes through constant and eternal sexual
relations with multiple spirit wives.

Beck continues quoting Winthrup:

“Beloved, there is now set before us life and death, good and
evil in that we are commanded this day to love our Lord God and
love one another, and walk in His ways, and keep His command-
ments and His ordinances and His laws, and the articles of our
covenant”—our covenant—“with Him. But if our hearts shall turn
away so that we will not obey but shall be seduced and worship
other gods, our pleasures and our profits, and serve them, it is
propounded unto us this day that we shall surely perish out of
the good land whither we pass over this vast sea to possess it.”

The key words in here are “covenant.” We, too, are a
covenant people. We, too, have made a covenant with the Lord.

April 30th, 1789, New York City; George Washington swears
in with his hand in the Bible just at the part where it talks about
Moses.

Now, historians will now tell you, “That was just by chance.”
George Washington did nothing by chance. He put his

hand on the Bible, and he added, “So help me, God.” And then
he said, “We’re all going to church.” And they walked down the
street to a little church—the only one that was standing across
the street from the World Trade Center; that church. And they
got down on their knees, and he prayed for four hours. And he
made a covenant—our covenant: “You be our God, and we will
be your people.”

There is a difference between God making covenants
with men, and men making covenants with God. In the
former instance men may be absolutely sure that God will
be faithful in performing His covenant. In the latter in-
stance, the fickleness of men makes the likelihood of them
honoring the covenant they propose practically nil. And
certainly no one can make a covenant with God on behalf
of anyone else. If George Washington made a covenant
with God he could not guarantee it, nor could he bind the
nation to it. It is impossible for any nation to initiate a
covenant with God. Not even Israel could do that without
failing. America has no covenant with God because, re-
gardless what was in the hearts of the founders, they had
no authority or power to make such a covenant beyond
their own personal intentions.

I talked with Peter Lillback about three years ago, and I
asked him, I said, “I think George Washington knew that we
would be the key to the restoration of Israel.”

Now Peter is one of the great scholars on George Washing-
ton. He told me that summer, “Glenn, I don’t think you can
make that case.”

I said, “Peter, please look for me. I think you can.”
He came back to me about six months later. He’s now put a

book out with that case. We were established for the establish-
ment of Israel.

Beck believes that the United States’ destiny, imposed
by God, was to help establish the modern state of Israel,
and then uphold that state. There may be some truth in
this, but there is no empirical evidence to support that
contention. Yet Beck puts forth the following as proof:

Now the question is, are we done now, or not?
Our markings are all over.
Take out a dollar out of your pocket. Look at the Great Seal

of the United States. Take it out—if anyone still carries a dollar.
They’re not worth very much anymore, but look at the Great
Seal. You’ll notice in between the wingspan of the eagle you will
see the Star of David made out of thirteen stars. Now why is the
Star of David there?
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Because of Haym Solomon who gave everything for our

freedom. But that’s not all. If you also see—and if you look at it
in color—you will notice that there is a white ring around that,
and then a yellow ring. The white ring looks almost like clouds,
because it is. The cloud that led the people of Israel out during
the day, and the yellow ring represents the fire.

We—in all, in all of our institutions, in all of our seals, the
first seal of the United States, proposed by Benjamin Franklin,
was the parting of the Red Sea and the pillar of the fire; that was
going to be our symbol.

We understood the God of Israel from the very beginning.
And we made a covenant with Him.

Everything. The Statue of Liberty. We focus on the torch.
Focus on her leg. She has a broken chain of slavery.

Okay, we can say, it was in 1875, Civil War just happened,
and that’s true. It was a gift and a monument, actually, to
Abraham Lincoln. We broke slavery.

But there’s some other things in there that say also, “Wait a
minute, what are they really saying with this statue?”

It’s the broken chain, but it’s the two tablets of the Law that
she holds.

Gee, that sounds kind of biblical.…

Beck is correct in most of what he says here. What he
fails to understand, however, is that false religion has
often melded biblical imagery with occult imagery, which
is what we find in the Great Seal of the United States, the
Statue of Liberty and many other national emblems.
There were three collaborators on the design of the Great
Seal: Benjamin Franklin, Thomas Jefferson and John
Adams. Benjamin Franklin was raised as an Episcopalian
but became a Deist as an adult, and was a notable Freema-
son. Thomas Jefferson was also an Episcopalian, but ex-
pressed the desire to be a Unitarian had there been a
Unitarian church in Virginia. John Adams was raised a
Congregationalist, but ultimately rejected many of the
essential doctrines of biblical faith including the divinity
of Jesus; he eventually became a Unitarian.

So it is no surprise that these men would incorporate
some biblical symbolism in their design of the Great Seal.
On its way to the final draft many Masonic and other
occult symbols were proposed. For example, the eagle
originally started out as a Phoenix—a mythical bird that
rises to life out of the ashes of destruction. Certain god-
desses were also proposed as upholding liberty. The Statue
of Liberty itself is a goddess. A thorough study of the
symbolism on American monuments and currency will
reveal a confluence of Masonic and biblical elements. This
does not mean that the true God of the Bible was behind
them; it merely reflects the religious beliefs mingled with
unbiblical theories held by the designers.

While Beck focused on the obverse side of the Great
Seal he neglected the imagery on the reverse side. The
“all-seeing eye” above the pyramid is not the eye of Yah-
weh; it is the eye of a generic god of Freemasonry (which
influenced Mormonism’s founder Joseph Smith), and
alludes to the favor of providence over the American

cause. The pyramid signifies strength and duration and
(overtly) represents the Great Pyramid of Giza. Among the
mottos considered for the Great Seal was, “Rebellion to
tyrants is obedience to God”—hardly a biblical sentiment.

As much as we love and appreciate the system of
government the founding fathers gave us, and as much as
we abhor the governmental system into which it has
devolved, we must acknowledge the truth that, although
God did indeed establish the United States of America
and has used this nation to support modern Israel, Amer-
ica is not, nor has it ever been, a theocracy. It’s just in
many respects the greatest nation that has ever existed on
the face of the earth. It has been blessed by Yahweh God
for a purpose, but it, too, will be judged for its sins.

And one of the greatest sins is just what Glenn Beck
says it is: it has given itself over to false gods—including the
false god of Glenn Beck’s Mormonism.

We live in fantastic times—in times of profound darkness, or
unbelievable glorious light. But it will be up to us. Choose you
today.

This answer is very simple. In 2 Timothy he says, “This is
how you’re going to know it’s a really bad time. In three he says
the people are going to love themselves; they’re going to be
covetous; they’re going to be blasphemous; they’re going to look
like—us. He describes our day.

But then, if you turn the page after you weep and you gnash
some teeth a bit, Paul says, “I charge you therefore before God,
preach the Word. Be instant in season, out of season, reprove,
rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine, for the time
will come when they will not endure sound doctrine.”

That sounds like today, doesn’t it?
“But after their own lusts shall they heap themselves and

surround themselves with teachers that will tell their itching
ears what they want to hear, and they shall turn away their ears
from truth, and shall be turned unto fables.”

This is to us.

It isn’t to the true believers in Jesus, but it is to
Mormons like Glenn Beck. Mormonism has not endured
sound doctrine; it has heaped to itself teachers that turn
away their ears from truth to fables.

Beck went on with more encouragement to support Israel,
and announced that he was donating $100,000 to CUFI on
Campus. He ended with, “God bless you, and God bless Israel!”

If Beck is one thing, he is a great orator. And he can easily
speak Christianese. But his message is ultimately from Satan.
Not in its content, but in its subliminal intoxication which has
caused Christians to at the most accept him as a brother in
Christ, and at the least decline to witness to him about the truth
of God in contrast to his false religion. He has managed to
convene a virtual army of Christian leaders willing to overlook
the deception of Mormonism for the sake of political unity.

I truly love this man and appreciate his heart for righteous-
ness. But his is a righteousness that is as filthy rags, steeped in
the works of the flesh, not in the leading of the Holy Spirit.v
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ON THURSDAY, APRIL 25, 2013, more than 2,500 people
gathered at First Baptist Church Atlanta (FBA) for a
Night to Honor Israel. The event was organized by Chris-

tians United for Israel (CUFI), the nation’s largest pro-Israel
organization, and hosted by FBA.

Dr. Charles Stanley, senior pastor at Atlanta’s First Baptist
Church, served as the event’s host. He was joined on the stage by
keynote speaker Pastor John Hagee, CUFI’s founder and Chair-
man, and Opher Aviram, Consul General of Israel to the Southeast.

“Dr. Stanley’s lifetime of support for Israel has made him an
important leader within the Christian Zionist movement,” said
Hagee. “I am so glad that he has joined with Christians United
for Israel to ensure that pro-Israel Christians are speaking with

one unified voice on this issue.  I pray that Dr. Stanley will help
lead many of his fellow Southern Baptists into this important
movement.”

“I want to thank Dr. Charles Stanley for graciously hosting
the event at First Baptist Church,” said Aviram. “I was amazed
to witness such a clear outpouring of love by the Christian
community for the Jewish people and Israel. The presence of so
many local rabbis and Jewish leaders was a testament to the
strong alliance between Jews and Christians who support
Israel. For me, one of the most profound moments happened
when Pastor John Hagee proclaimed before an audience that
included several Holocaust survivors his resolve to fight against
anti-Semitism and stand up for Israel, the Jewish State, now and
forever.”

Christians United for Israel is the largest pro-Israel organiza-
tion in the United States and one of the leading Christian
grassroots movements in the world. CUFI spans all fifty states
and reaches millions with its message. Each year CUFI holds
hundreds of pro-Israel events in cities around the country. And
each July, thousands of pro-Israel Christians gather in Washing-
ton, D.C. to participate in the CUFI Washington Summit and
make their voices heard in support of Israel and the Jewish people.

COMMENTARY
I have to ask: are there any major voices in Christianity that

are bold enough to present the Gospel to the Jews anymore?
Among all the well-intentioned rallying for Israel the proclaiming
of the Gospel is conspicuously absent. These well-respected men
who have followings in at least the tens of thousands seem reticent
to even speak the name Jesus (or even Yeshua) in their pro-Israel
rallies, opting more often for the generic terms “God” or “Lord.”

Yes, the Jews know what Christians believe about Jesus. But
does that mean they should not be urged to believe in Him as
their Messiah? Are these scions of Christianity so afraid or
ashamed of our Savior that they dare not speak His name in the
presence of His enemies if those enemies are Jews?

We’ve seen how some of them, when dialoguing with Mus-
lims, even compromise our Father’s name by referring to Him as
“Allah” and to Jesus as “Isa” who, to Muslims, is a prophet
inferior to Muhammad.

Neo-evangelicalism has abandoned the God of the Bible by
name in order to “dialogue” with His enemies. And what have
they to show for it? Better social relations? Cooperative efforts in
social welfare programs? Feel-good, back-slapping praises for their
works of righteousness?

Let us not forget our Lord’s warning: “Therefore, whoever
will be ashamed of Me and of My words in this adulterous and
sinful age, of him also shall the Son of Man be ashamed when He
comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”

What does it mean to be “ashamed” of the Lord and of His
Words? Well, it doesn’t mean considering the Lord inferior and
therefore unworthy of our proclaiming saving faith in Him. It
means fear of offending others by that proclamation. Being
ashamed of His Words strikes even closer to the heart of the
matter in these cases. These men are ashamed to proclaim what
Jesus said about salvation being available only through Him, or
about how one cannot have the Father without having the Son:

For the Father judges no one, but has committed all
judgment to the Son, so that all should honor the Son
even as they honor the Father. He who does not honor
the Son does not honor the Father who has sent Him.
(John 5:23)

Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the
Christ? He who denies the Father and the Son is anti-
Christ. Whoever denies the Son does not have the
Father; he who acknowledges the Son has the Father
also. (1 John 2:22-23)

When professing Christians, no matter how famous, refuse
to acknowledge the Son in the presence of His enemies, they
have de facto denied Him. This is a hard saying: they are anti-
Christ according to God’s Word. At the very least, in that
moment they are serving anti-Christ.

How can they expect to stand in the day when the man of sin
appears and they are faced with such a delusion that, if it were
possible, even the very elect would be deceived? They are already
deceived, and they are leading their flocks into that deception.

Do not think I take pleasure in saying these things. I fear for
these men’s souls. But woe to me if I do not warn the brethren
of their deception.v

Charles Stanley hosts
Night to Honor Israel

John Hagee and Charles Stanley greet one another in honoring Israel
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THE DAY OF YAHWEH: A
Biblical Eschatology with a
Study on the Book of Revela-
tion
Albert James Dager - 360 pages

The result of 25 years of research
into biblical prophecy and human his-
tory. Readers will be startled and perhaps
even dismayed to find that their eschatol-
ogy, based on the teachings of trusted
“experts” in the field of last-days teach-
ings, has been largely misguided.

Subjects of debate among Christians
of varying persuasions are finally able to
be settled.

The answers to many questions are
often contrary to what you may have
learned.

B-1109 paperback  $18 - 2 lbs.

THE WORLD CHRISTIAN
MOVEMENT: A Great Delusion
Leading to the Religio-Political
State of the Anti-Christ
Albert James Dager - 233 pages

The Gospel of Jesus Christ is being
compromised as we learn that it is no
longer proper to proclaim Jesus Christ as
Savior unless done so within the context
of the world’s pagan religions. We are told
that God speaks through Buddha, Moham-
med, Confucius and other “holy men.”

Major Christian voices are sounding
this siren song of compromise and denial
of Christ. Will you recognize the decep-
tion in your church? This book offers the
only information available on the World
Christian Movement–an important subject.

B-1055   Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

WHAT DO YOU BELIEVE? Why Do You
Believe It?
Albert James Dager - 102 pages

What we believe, whether a religious or secular
philosophy, impacts our lives. What you believe is
important not only to you, but to those whom you
influence in life. Yet most people cannot offer empir-
ical evidence for their beliefs, resting rather on
emotion and their upbringing. Can you give a rea-
soned explanation for why you believe what you
believe? Can you say for a certainty that your beliefs
are superior to all others? You may accept or reject
what the author says, but at least you will be able to
assess your own beliefs as true or false.
B-1075   Paperback     $10 - 1 lb.

WHAT IS THE TRUE GOSPEL?
Albert James Dager - 110 pages

Jesus proclaimed what He called “the Gospel of
the Kingdom.” He then commissioned His disciples
to go into all the world and proclaim the Gospel of
the Kingdom to all the nations. But even from the
beginning there have been false gospels proclaimed
by those claiming to be messengers of God. Today
we are witnessing a great apostasy based largely on
institutional traditions. Many false gospels emanating
from pulpits, radio, and television–even many that
seem to glorify Jesus–differ from the Gospel pro-
claimed by Jesus. This book points the reader back to
Scripture to discover the original Gospel.
B-1081        Paperback  $8 - 1 lb.

THE HOUSE ASSEMBLY: Recapturing
the First-Century Model For The Gath-
ering of the Saints
Albert James Dager - 221 pages

Many Christians are experiencing the inevitable
results of religious institutionalism: denominational
traditions; abusive pastors; false teachings; anecdotal
sermons; favoritism and other unscriptural teachings
and practices. This book is a guide for those desiring
to start a house assembly after the pattern of the
first-century ekklesia. Includes examples of the
author’s experiences in the house assembly, as well
as biblical models for elders, teaching, fellowship and
other aspects of gathering in love.
B-1074   Paperback     $12 - 1 lb.

VENGEANCE IS OURS:
The Church in Dominion
Albert James Dager - 283 pages

A militancy is stirring in the breasts of some
Christians desirous to “take dominion over the earth.”
A call for vengeance on God’s enemies and a restruc-
turing of society under God’s Law is being heard.

But is it the Christian’s responsibility to take
control of society and reconstruct it in accordance with
God’s Law?’

Vengeance Is Ours is the only book that analyzes
the various forms of dominion theology, from Mani-
fested Sons of God to Christian Reconstruction.

B-1001   Paperback     $10 - 1 lb

Books From Sword Publishers
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PREYING ON OUR CHILDREN
Dusty Peterson  171 pages

Sexual abuse of children is more
prevalent in all denominations than is
realized by most. This book exposes
the degree of abuse and how it is
growing, while offering scriptural
advice on how to avoid it for your
children. A must read.
B-1105 Paperback $11 - 1 lb.

A DIFFERENT GOSPEL
D.R. McConnell  225 pages

An exposé of the word-faith move-
ment from a theology instructor at Oral
Roberts University, Traces the origins
of word-faith from E.W. Kenyon’s
science-of-mind connections to the
plagiarism of Kenneth Hagin and
beyond.
B-1005 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

WEIGHED AND FOUND WANTING
Bill Randles  209 pages

A Pentecostal pastor looks at the
Toronto Blessing. Read why the author
believes that this current “Renewal” is
actually a judgment from God, and
possibly the great delusion spoken of
in 2 Thessalonians 2!

B-1008 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

BEWARE THE NEW PROPHETS
Bill Randles  132 pages

Randles has touched on a subject
of great importance: the re-emergence
of the Latter Rain Movement with its
aberrant theology and careless escha-
tology. Will help the uninformed as
well as those already aware of this
deception to understand its threat.
B-1043 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

A WONDERFUL DECEPTION: The
Further New Age Implications of
the Emerging Purpose Driven
Movement
Warren Smith  229 pages

A former New Ager reveals how
Christian leaders, whether wittingly or
unwittingly, are guiding followers into
spiritual deceptions.
B-1099 Paperback $15  - 1 lb.

YOGA & THE BODY OF CHRIST
Dave Hunt   170 pages

Yoga is revolutionizing the fitness
movement and extending its reach
directly in the churches and lifestyles
of Christians. Every Christian should
be informed about the true origins and
effects of yoga and its ungodly roots in
Kundalini “serpent power.”
B-1096 Paperback $9 - 1 lb.

A FALSE DOCTRINE OF SUBTLE
PURPOSE
Albert James Dager - 106 pages

Thousands of churches and tens of
thousands of pastors are being strongly
influenced by the writings of Rick
Warren. But are Warren’s teachings truly
biblical? This book reveals many of War-
ren’s unscriptural teachings.
B-1080      Paperback  $10 - 1 lb.

DECEIVED ON PURPOSE: The
New Age Implications of the
Purpose-Driven Church
Warren Smith

A former New Age leader dissects
Rick Warren’s Purpose-Driven agenda,
exposing his penchant to quote New
Agers and to use Bible versions that
promote New Age thought.
B-1076 Paperback  $12.00 - 1

MORMONISM
Kurt Van Gorden  94 pages

With its emphasis on family values
and conservative ethics, Mormonism is
being given by Christian leaders much
credibility as a valid expression of
biblical faith. Peel back the facade and
you will find a heretical cult with roots
in immorality, racism and violence.
B-1108 Paperback $11 - 1 lb.

NEW PSYCHOHERESY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   468 pages
Revised & expanded from 259 pages

This greatly expanded edition
offers almost twice as much in new
evidence on the fallacies of psycholog-
ical counseling and psychotherapy.
From experts on the field of psychol-
ogy and its inroads into the churches.
B-1011 Paperback $18 - 2 lbs.

CRI GUILTY OF PSYCHOHERESY?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   144 pages

A response to Bob and Gretchen
Passantino’s series on psychology in
Christian Research Institute’s Christian
Research Journal. The authors charge
the Passantinos and CRI with psy-
choheresy–the integration of psycho-
logical theory with Scripture.
B-1028 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

PERSON-TO-PERSON MINISTRY
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   250 pages

Reveals the innate sinfulness of
problem-centered counseling; shows
how it leads Christians into feeding the
flesh and quenching the Spirit. Gives
reasons why Christians must abandon
the problem-centered approach in favor
of becoming Christ-centered.
B-1097 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

HYPNOSIS: Medical, Scientific, or
Occultic?
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   142 pages

Hypnosis induces an altered state
of consciousness no different from
shamanic states of consciousness.
Although passed off as scientific, and
even medical, hypnosis is at its core
occultic and potentially lethal.
B-1085 Paperback $10 - 1 lb.

Books From Other Publishers

THE TORCH OF THE TESTIMONY
John W. Kennedy 251 pages

A 2,000-year history of the Chris-
tians and churches that have stood
outside the Catholic-Protestant tradition.
Originally published in India in 1964;
little known in the West. We don’t
recommend some of this publisher’s
other items, but this is a gem.
B-1022 Paperback $14 - 1 lb.

THE PILGRIM CHURCH
E. H.Broadbent  448 pages

The real story of the faith is not
the one recorded in secular or religious
history, which has largely been tainted
by Roman Catholic influences. This
classic will trill you with stories of
unknown heroes of the faith who have
stood firm for God’s truth. Wonderful.
B-1053 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.

CHRIST-CENTERED MINISTRY vs.
PROBLEM-CENTERED COUNSEL-
ING: A Radical Proposal
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   134 pages

A call to overthrow intimidation
from the psychological and biblical
counseling movements, and to free
believers to minister to fellow believers
in a biblical manner.
B-1103 Paperback           $10 - 1 lb.

STOP COUNSELING!
START MINISTERING!
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   325 pages

Why Christians should be opposed
to all forms of counseling. Reveals how
counseling, which is problem-centered,
involves sinful conversations. Offers
ways to equip those in need to live a
biblical life.
B-1102 Paperback    $16 - 2 lbs.

12 STEPS TO DESTRUCTION
Martin & Deidre Bobgan   247 pages

Exposes the codependency/recovery
heresies that have affected the churches
through “Christian” psychology. Written
for those who are suffering from the trials
of life and for those who want to help
them. Also for both those currently or
formerly in 12-step recovery programs.
B-1014 Paperback      $12 - 1 lb.

NEW 101 HYMN STORIES: The
Inspiring True Stories Behind 101
Favorite Hymns
Kenneth W. Osbeck     288 pages

Uplifting, encouraging accounts
of many who wrote songs of praise and
worship in circumstances that severely
tested their faith—songs that find no
equal in modern Christian music.
B-1106 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

There is no end to the producing of
books, and a lot of studying produces
weariness of the body. (Ecc. 12:12)

This is why we try to be selective in
the books we offer our readers. We
hope you will be refreshed by them.

THE DAY OF ISLAM: The Annihila-
tion of America and the Western
World
Paul L. Williams  288 pages

Not a Christian book, but every
Christian should read it. One caveat:
you’ll wish you hadn’t. This book will
spur many Christians to get serious
about their walk and their prayer life.
B-1090 Hardback $23 - 2 lbs.
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HOMEGROWN JIHAD: Terrorist
Camps Around the U.S.
PRB Films   105 Minutes

The explosive documentary with
never-before-seen footage of terrorist
compounds in the U.S. under the lead-
ership of radical Pakistani cleric Sheikh
MuBarack Gilani. “Soldiers of Allah”
are being trained to wage war in the U.S.
DVD-2029   $15 - 1 lb.

CROSSING THE LINE: The Inti-
fada Comes to Campus
Imagination Productions 40 Minutes

Shows how the Mideast conflict
is evoking deep anti-Jewish sentiments
among college professors and students.
Reveals financial ties between Middle
East Studies programs and Arab states’
proliferation of anti-Semitism.
DVD-2030    $20 - 1 lb.

TERRORISM: The New War on
Freedom
Jeremiah Films  50 Minutes

Tells the truth about the violent
nature of Islam. Hatred of everything non-
Islamic is fundamental to that religion,
not just to the “radical” elements. This
video offers strong documentation of the
anti-Christ, anti-Jewish agenda of Islam.
DVD-2023   $24  - 1 lb.

THE THIRD JIHAD:
Radical Islam’s Vision for America
The Clarion Fund 72 Minutes

Banned by the NYPD under
pressure from “moderate” Islamic
organizations in America. Indicts the
media and government for keeping
us in the dark. Well documented,
and most important.
DVD- 2032     $15 - 1 lb.
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EARTH’S EARLIEST AGES
G.H. Pember       332 pages

This is a 19th-century classic that
addresses the pre-Adamic theory and
the early history of Satan, and offers a
biblical account of the Fall of Man and
the Flood eras, and modern distortions
of the texts and contexts of both. It is
considered controversial by some.
B-1104 Paperback    $12 - 2 lbs.

MASONIC & OCCULT SYMBOLS
ILLUSTRATED
Dr. Cathy Burns  543 pages

A researcher into the New Age,
Freemasonry, and the occult uncovers
the hidden meanings behind symbols
that we see around us every day: logos,
hand signals, illustrations, etc.

A handy reference for researchers.
B-1026 Paperback $18 - 2 lbs.

WHILE THE EARTH ENDURES:
Creation, Cosmology and Climate
Change
Philip Foster  238 pages

Challenges the myth of man-caused
global warming, trusting God’s Word
that, as long as the earth endures, it will
provide for man’s sustenance. Also
challenges some Christian traditions.
B-1098 Paperback $12 - 1 lb.

OBSESSION:
Radical Islam’s War Against the West
The Clarion Fund     60 Minutes

Does Western Civilization have
much time left? Unique footage from
Arab television reveals a plan to destroy
the West and entrench Islam over the
entire world. A warfare we are not
allowed to know about.
DVD-2031        $15 - 1 lb.
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I will set no wicked thing before my
eyes : I hate the work of those who turn
aside; it shall not cleave to me. (Psalms
101:3)

The issues addressed in these videos
are wicked, but we do not enjoy them.
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More to the point, however, is that no matter who is in
control in the Middle East nations, our dependency on their oil
doesn’t change. In fact, by supporting insurrectionists in these
nations we are supporting our sworn enemies—radical Islamic
groups such as al-Qaeda, the Muslim Brotherhood, Hezbollah,
Hamas and others.

The idea that we need the oil is really a mundane reason
which, one way or the other, has little to do with our faith and
how we as believers in Jesus are impacted. The next excuse hits
closer to home for believers.

We have to stamp out radical Islamic groups
Islam is certainly having an impact on the world and, conse-

quently, on believers in the Lord Jesus. In the Middle East,
Christians of various stripes are increasingly coming under
attack by militant Islamists bent on imposing their religion on
the world. Suffering for Christ is part of the package when we
come to Him in faith. This doesn’t mean we should not be
concerned for Christians, even nominal ones, who are suffering
for their faith.

There may be two ways to look at the problem of radical,
violent Islam: 1) Satan is using it in an attempt to destroy as
much as possible any vestige of biblical faith in the world; 2)
God is using it to judge nations that have had the advantage of
the Gospel but have turned away from His truth.

We have witnessed how radical Islam is like the Hydra of
Greek mythology whose many heads, when severed by Heracles,
were replaced by newly-grown heads. The more the U.S. has
engaged al-Qaeda, the stronger that monster has grown. When
the head that was once supported by the U.S., Osama bin
Laden, was killed, others appeared to replace him. In fact, under
the current administration al-Queda’s numbers have doubled
since the 9/11 attacks.

Even more disconcerting is that, while giving lip service to
the war on terror, our government is aiding extremist Islamist
insurrectionists in their attempts to seize control of nation states.

There will never be an end to Islamic terrorism; it has a life
of its own, and barring direct intervention from God, man will
never be able to eradicate it. It is a plague that He will use to
chastise the “Christian” West.

Islamic terrorism is here to stay. And the more the U.S. and
other nations attempt to destroy it, the worse it will become.

Does that mean the U.S. should just lie down and allow
Islamic terrorism to run rampant? Unfortunately, it won’t
matter one way or the other. In truth, I believe the Lord has put
a hook in the jaw of the United States and is dragging it into
judgment through these protracted conflicts with an uncon-
querable enemy. As noble and well-meaning as our military

personnel may be (and I have all respect for them), they are
victims of their nation’s rejection of God’s righteousness. The
leadership of the military, from the Commander in Chief to the
higher ranking officers within the Joint Chiefs of Staff and the
State Department, has capitulated to the LGBT community in
all its demands. Additionally, it is now preparing to put women
directly into combat positions to fight alongside the men. And
then they wring their hands and lament how “sexual harass-
ment” has gotten out of control in the military. What should
they expect when they put women in the ranks of men who are
deployed for years away from home, deprived of normal female
companionship?

That doesn’t justify the actions of those men who have
assaulted women in the military, but it should not surprise
anyone that the basest forms of behavior emerge among unre-
generate men (and women).

This is one more way in which Islam is being used to judge
this nation.

Underlying Islamic hatred of America and the West are a
number of factors: 1) the decadence of the West expressed in its
loose morals and championing of homosexuality, which Islam
rightly decries as evil; 2) the belief in Jesus as God incarnate and
Israel’s Messiah by faithful Christians; 3) the colonization and
suppression of Islamic lands by Western European nations in
the past, including the Crusades; 4) support for the modern
state of Israel which Islam sees as an Infidel’s stronghold in its
midst, and which Islam has vowed to utterly destroy.

As long as the United States continues to support Israel we
will remain a target for Islamic terrorism. Such a statement will
cause apoplexy among many true believers in Jesus, but it is
made without judgment. It is a statement of fact. Which leads
us to the third reason used as an excuse for the U.S. to engage
in yet another Middle East conflict.

We have to protect Israel
The reasons and evidence to support the previous two

excuses for increased U.S. military involvement in the Middle
East are fairly easy to discern, and to overcome. They are
manufactured reasons for what I believe is the primary reason
for U.S. military intervention in the Middle East. What is not
so easy to discern are the reasons and the evidence for the
excuse that we must protect the modern state of Israel. Our
readers know full well our belief that modern Israel is a precur-
sor to the Lord’s return, after which He will gather all Israel and
Judah into the Promised Land according to His promises. We
do not adhere to replacement theology, nor do we believe that
Gentile believers in Christ Jesus exist apart from faithful Israel.
Together, Jews and Gentiles who believe in Jesus as Savior
comprise one new man in Christ (Eph. 2:11-22).

In the conflict between Israel and her Arab antagonists, after
considering the historical and philosophical evidence, we have
consistently maintained that Israel is the victim in her struggle
for survival. As the current Prime Minister of Israel, Benjamin
Netanyahu, has said, “If the Arabs put down their weapons
today, there would be no more violence. If the Jews put down
their weapons today, there would be no more Israel.”

CHRISTIANS,
ZIONISM, &
AMERICAN POLITICS

(Continued from page 3)
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Our hearts are toward Israel because it is through the Jews

that salvation came to the world; it is the Jews to whom that
salvation was offered first. Contrary to replacement theology,
God has not eternally abandoned Israel and Judah; His promise
of restoration to the promised land during the Millennial King-
dom is sure.

Our assessment is a reasoned one; it is not based on emotion
or because we love Jews more than we love Arabs. We are to love
all men equally. Our assessment is based on facts and truths that
are not influenced by propaganda from either side.

We understand the plight of displaced Palestinians, but we
also understand that they are victims of Arab states that are
using them as fodder for their hate propaganda against Israel.
They are purposely kept destitute by wealthy Arab states that
have vowed to drive the Jews into the Mediterranean Sea. And
the international community likewise does nothing to abate
their desperate condition except to also blame Israel.

Ever since Israel became a nation in 1948 the U.S. has been
her staunchest ally. With the election of Barack Hussein
Obama, America’s unwavering support has begun to waver ever
so slightly. But Obama isn’t about to risk his political currency
this early in his second term by overtly calling for abandonment
of Israel; rather, he is working to weaken Israel’s defensive
capabilities by insisting that she give up the territories she won
in the Six-Day War—territories that have added a buffer zone
against attacks by her enemies. What he will do as his term
winds down remains to be seen, but it looks as if the days in
which Israel can count on the United States for support are
numbered. This is not for lack of Zionist influence in the U.S.
government and in the mass media. Zionist-backed power bro-
kers in these two arenas have worked for over a century to
ensure that Jews would have a homeland of their own. Now that
this has been achieved, there is no end to which they will go to
preserve that accomplishment.

Here is where, in order to understand the spiritual as well as
political powers at work in the Middle East, we must under-
stand the Zionist philosophy. Thus, this portion of our study
will be much more extensive than the previous two. It is, in
truth, the central factor in the constant Middle East conflict.

Zionism Defined
What, exactly, is Zionism? Many believe it is a secret, cabba-

list movement within Judaism to achieve satanic dominion over
mankind—a Jewish dominion theology. That there is among
some segments of Zionism an occult influence cannot be de-
nied. But does that define Zionism, or is it merely a segment
within Zionism, much as there are occult segments to be found
within Christianity?

The basic definition of Zionism has to do with Eretz Yisrael,
the land Yahweh promised to the descendants of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. The name Zion refers specifically to the city of Jerusa-
lem as the seat of the Messiah’s future reign over the earth.
Zionism as a philosophy predates modern Zionism as a political
movement. Zionism as a hoped-for restoration of Israel and
Judah to the Promised Land had its origins in the Babylonian
Captivity when Solomon’s Temple was destroyed. One might go
even further back to the Assyrian Captivity after which the

northern kingdom of Israel was destroyed and its ten tribes were
dispersed throughout the known world at the time. Because
Jerusalem is the focus of Zionism, however, return to, and con-
trol of, the city is the hope that has remained with the Jews since
the Diaspora that took place in AD 70 with the destruction of the
second temple by the Romans. Ever since that time, certain
leaders within Judaism have sought to bring about the return to
Jerusalem and Eretz Yisrael. Because of this desire, the Jews have
historically been dissuaded by their religious leaders from assimi-
lating into other cultures. That has largely contributed to anti-
Semitism and persecution by those who believe that separation
is evidence that the Jews consider themselves superior to the rest
of mankind. That perception is not entirely unfounded.

Zionism’s Philosophy
Among some Jews throughout history there has been held

the concept of racial superiority predicated on the truth that
Yahweh chose Israel over all other nations for His favor and for
the appearance of His Messiah. It is that sense of superiority,
manifested in the oral traditions of the rabbis and codified in
the Talmud and other Jewish literature, that has brought upon
the Jews much persecution over the centuries. Conversely,
persecution of the Jews left them early on, centuries ago, no
option but to devise means to preserve themselves and their
culture through the accumulation of material wealth. This does
not apply to all Jews, but to a minority of wealthy financiers and
bankers who have believed that control of money (Mammon)
equals security in the world. Unfortunately, the love of  money
(the root of all kinds of evil [1 Tim. 6:10]) also leads the human
soul to seek more and more power over others. It is the per-
ceived greed of wealthy Jewish financiers that enabled despots
such as Adolph Hitler and Josef Stalin to single them out as the
primary cause of all the misery in the world, and particularly in
their countries at the time. That perception remains today, even
among some believers in Jesus.

Yet in spite of the evil nature of mankind and the reflection
of that evil in the occult arts that underlie the ability of certain
Jews to attain great wealth and power, the Lord has used them
to preserve His people for the time when He will restore all
Israel to the Promised Land upon His return to the earth.
Zionism is a large part of that plan because it keeps alive in the
hearts of the Jews the desire to see the restoration of His promise.

Not all Zionists are so religious. Many merely desire to see
the traditions of their ancestors restored as a means of national
pride. But regardless how ungodly unbelieving Jews are in
rejecting their Messiah, Yeshua, they are nonetheless part of
God’s plan to restore His people to their land. Underlying the
pragmatic and emotional reasons for Zionism is the spiritual
element that moves Zionists to work to that end.

Yet not all Jews are enthused about this. Many see Zionism
as an attempt to force God’s hand of restoration through
human means. This is particularly true of many Hasidic Jews,
some of whom even take the side of the Palestinians in today’s
struggle for peace and justice in the Holy Land. They want Jews
to wait for their Messiah to appear (for them, the first time) and
restore the kingdom to Israel (Acts 1:6).
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There are those who accuse the Jews, and particularly the

Zionists, of wanting to re-establish the kingdom of Israel as the
dominant world power and enslave the rest of mankind. This
may be the desire of a small, radical element, but the real
thinking of Zionists is just to establish and maintain the Jewish
homeland with the eventual hope of occupying all that was
promised to them in their religious traditions. The ultimate
hope for religious Jews is that their Messiah will be the one to
establish Eretz Yisrael as the central authority over all the na-
tions. This is a mundane hope more than a spiritual one. It does
not involve His reign over the nations through supernatural
means with the cooperation of His resurrected saints, but
through mortal Jews using conventional human means.

Modern Zionism
Modern Zionism as a political

movement was founded in the late
19th century by secular Jews who,
although irreligious, saw the need
for a response to the rising anti-Sem-
itism in Europe, particularly in
France and Russia. The primary fig-
ure in the formation of modern
Zionism was Theodor Herzl, an Aus-
tro-Hungarian journalist. His book,
Der Judenstaat (The Jewish State), pub-
lished in 1897, encouraged Jews to
migrate to Palestine which at the
time was still under Ottoman con-
trol. But until the middle of the 20th

century it was not only impractical for Jews to migrate to the
land promised their fathers by God; it was near impossible.

Zionism was not the only movement among Jews to counter
the effects of anti-Semitism, but after the horror of the Holo-
caust under Adolph Hitler, Zionism became the most potent
force for the establishment of a homeland for the Jews.

Some believe this was by Zionist design because among
Hitler’s early financial backers were Jewish financial interests. It
has been reasonably speculated that powerful Zionists were
willing to sacrifice their own people in order to create condi-
tions for the world to accept the Zionist plans for a Jewish state.

Those plans were realized on May 14, 1948, when the
United Nations officially recognized the new state of Israel after
having partitioned the land of Palestine, with the Jews being
given a small portion for their homeland. But the city of Jerusa-
lem (Zion) would not be theirs until the Six-Day War in 1967
when the state of Israel defeated her Arab neighbors who had
mustered an attack to hopefully destroy her.

Modern Zionism’s primary allegiance is to Eretz Yisrael; it is
not to the nations in which modern Zionists reside. That’s not
to say Zionists have no love for their nations, but Eretz Yisrael is
their mother. Thus, they will use their influence within their
resident nation to garner as much support for the state of Israel
as they can. The great wealth of Zionism is used for propaganda
through the mass media, a large segment of which is owned by
Jews. The wealth of Zionism is also used to lobby Congress and
the administration to favor Israel in its foreign policy.

This isn’t necessarily bad, but the influence Zionism exerts
on Christians by persuading them to leave off evangelizing Jews
for fear of offending them is ungodly. Zionists love to use
Christians to support the cause of Eretz Yisrael, but they are
quick to condemn and ridicule Christianity in general through
their influence in the mass media. Just as ungodly is Zionism’s
ability to convince Christians to adopt a war-like stance toward
Israel’s enemies, not for the sake of right or wrong, but for the
influence those Christians (particularly leaders) may have in
their churches. The more Christians the Zionists can get to
support their cause, the less likely the government is to slacken
in its support of Israel.

Not that the government—particularly the Obama adminis-
tration—has any respect for Christians; just the opposite. But
politicians are well aware that the majority of citizens still
consider themselves Christians, even though the majority of the
majority may be false brethren.

As for the U.S. becoming even more embroiled in the
Middle East conflict, this is not only welcomed by the Zionists,
it has been planned for decades at least.

A Sinister Truth
I recall as a teenager hearing my father relate a disturbing

story about a personal experience of his.
From my earliest memories he owned a small printing shop

on the corner of Washington Boulevard and Main Street in Los
Angeles. The Dager Maniform Company was nothing much; he
was his only employee. People have often had difficulty discern-
ing his (and my) ancestry. We’ve been taken for Italian, Mexi-
can, Armenian and even Jewish. In one instance, shortly after
Israel became a state, a Jewish customer—a Zionist—thinking my
father was Jewish, gleefully confided in him that the day was
coming when American troops would be fighting for Israel.

My father threw him out of the shop.
I called my father “prejudiced.”
Later, I realized that he was merely angry at the Zionists for

plotting to manipulate the United States into sacrificing its life
and posterity for the sake of a foreign nation.

Now, as we see the Arab states increasing their antagonism
toward Israel, and the U.S. government sending troops to bolster
its plans to establish “democracy” among them, it comes as no
surprise to me that we are in this protracted warfare over there.

As long as the Arab states can be kept in constant internal
conflict, or in conflict with one another, Israel is relatively safe.
And that fits the Zionist plans to a T.

Zionists know that the Arab states will always exist, and that
they will always be their enemies. So the more those Arab states
can be made to expend their military energy against their own
people or against one another, the less they will have to strike
against Israel.

We should not be fooled by the posturing of Barack Obama,
Secretary of State John Kerry, and even some Republican lead-
ers who portray urgency in the need to defend “innocent wom-
en and children” from the evil Syrian government.

Yes the Syrian government is evil, as are all the world’s
governments, including ours. And although Obama, et al, are at
the time of this writing withheld from military intervention in

THEODOR HERZL
FOUNDER OF MODERN

ZIONISM
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Syria, they are waiting in the wings, determined to push the
United States into another bloody and costly military campaign
on the basis of second-hand “evidence” that al-Assad is using
chemical weapons against his people. Isn’t that the same kind of
“evidence” regarding alleged stockpiling of weapons of mass de-
struction that George W. Bush trusted to attack Saddam Hussein?

Who Benefits?
There is no more first-hand, empirical evidence to support

the claims that al-Assad used chemical warfare than there was
that Saddam Hussein was stockpiling weapons of mass destruc-
tion. There is even speculation that the insurgents (who, again,
are largely led by extremist Islamist groups) are using the chem-
ical weapons and blaming them on al-Assad.

Now, in this case it may be true that al-Assad is using such
weapons. But why not be absolutely sure before meddling
further in foreign disputes? In fact, why meddle in any case? Or
is this another Zionist plot to keep the pot boiling for the sake
of Israel? And might Israel’s desire for the U.S. to attack al-
Assad’s military positions be the basis for future antagonism
toward Israel’s most vociferous enemy? Might the toppling of
Syria’s government be the Arab Spring’s next stepping stone to
the destruction of Iran?

It was reported that after Obama softened his stance against
Syria, Israel expressed loss in its confidence in the U.S. to
protect its interests against its Arab neighbors.

Who are more vocal in their call for the U.S. to use military
power against the Arab nations than Jewish Zionists and Chris-
tian Zionists?

For decades we have been told that America’s involvement
in every war since WWII was to protect American interests
abroad. That has been used to justify the unconstitutional
declarations of war by presidents as Commanders in Chief, even
though the Constitution grants only to Congress the power to
declare war. In order to skirt the Constitution presidents have
relied on Article VI which states:

This Constitution, and the laws of the United
States which shall be made in pursuance thereof; and
all treaties made, or which shall be made, under the
authority of the United States, shall be the supreme law
of the land; and the judges in every state shall be bound
thereby, anything in the Constitution or laws of any
State to the contrary notwithstanding.

Thus, by entering into a treaty with the United Nations, the
government has used Article VI to justify placing U.S. Troops
under United Nations’ commanders from the Korean War
(named a “police action” to avoid the term “war”) to the present.
But Article VI wasn’t meant to allow such convolution of terms.
All laws and treaties must be made pursuant to the Constitution
which does not give the president or any other entity besides
Congress the ability to declare war. Certainly the Constitution
does not grant any foreign entity, including the United Nations
or NATO, the power to engage American troops in war.

The canard that we must use all means to protect American
interests abroad is a smokescreen that has been used to put
American troops in harms way for too long. The only legitimate

reason for any nation, including the United States, to engage in
warfare is to protect itself in the event of an attack by a foreign
power. What exactly are “American interests”? Does it involve
financial consideration? Not legitimate. American blood should
not be spilt for the sake of Wall Street.

How about friendship with other nations? Still not legiti-
mate unless their destruction could lead directly to the destruc-
tion of the United States.

The late President Dwight D. Eisenhower warned against
what he called “the military industrial complex.” Simply stated,
this is a description of col-
lusion between the govern-
ment, the military and
commerce to bolster prof-
its and political power to
all entities involved. It is
led by people who worship
Mammon to the point they
are willing to spill innocent
blood for profit and/or to
gain political power.

In order for the mili-
tary industrial complex to
be sustained it is necessary
to foment wars at regular
intervals. To do that it is
necessary to bypass Congress as the only government body
authorized to declare war. Individuals (like presidents) can be
bought off by the complex far more easily than can all of
Congress. But there have been enough people in Congress
willing to illegally grant to the president the power that the
Constitution allows to Congress only.

Congress has not issued a declaration of war since WWII.
But it has been persuaded to grant to the president the ability
to declare war, even though Congress has no constitutional
authority to grant its reserved powers to the president.

Barack Obama, in order to appear reasonably concerned about
the constitutional ability for him to launch attacks against Syria,
decided to ask Congress for permission to do so. Yet it is patently
clear that he was caught with his pants down by first declaring a red
line that Syria could not cross (using chemical weapons), and then
denying that he ever set that red line. He absolved himself of all
responsibility (again) and continues to play the game of political
football with the lives of American troops and the practically bank-
rupt economy. In the process he has made Vladamir Putin look like
the good guy to the world, and Russia has made giant strides toward
becoming the dominant superpower in the Middle East.

The Believers’ Position
Why is all this political intrigue of importance to the Body

of Christ? Because Christians by the droves are being persuaded
to not only back military action against Syria (and Iran, Egypt,
Libya, and any other Middle East country that threatens Israel),
but to actually beat the war drums and vociferously demand that
the U.S. government “do something” to protect Israel. They are
of the same spirit as the disciples who asked the Lord if they
could call down fire from Heaven to destroy the Samaritans:

Worship of Mammon
by Evelyn de Morgan, 1909
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And it happened, when the time came that He

should be received up, He steadfastly set His face to go
to Jerusalem and sent messengers ahead of Him. And
they went and entered into a village of the Samaritans,
to make ready for Him.

And they did not receive Him because His counte-
nance was as though He would go to Jerusalem.

And when His disciples James and John saw this,
they said, “Lord, do You want that we command fire to
come down from Heaven and consume them, even as
Elijah did?”

But He turned and rebuked them, and said, “You
do not know what manner of spirit you are of. For the
Son of Man has not come to destroy men’s lives, but to
save them.”

Yet Christians are calling for the shedding of blood under
the false belief that it is the Lord’s will to destroy men’s lives in
defense of the modern Zionist state of Israel.

While the Christian right in America (many within its ranks
being Christian Zionists) demands that the government adhere
strictly to the Constitution, it has no problem demanding that
the government act contrary to the Constitution by giving the
president war powers that the Constitution reserves for Con-
gress. Even the appeal to the War Powers Act of 1973 is mis-
placed, because that Act grants the president the power to act
only in the event of an emergency that directly threatens the
United States, and then only for 60 days until Congress has had
the opportunity to decide if war is justified. It does not grant to
the president the right to act in the interest of Israel.

Again, my position has always been, and always will be, one
of compassion for Israel because I know God’s plans for her as
a precursor to His return. But I am not for “Israel, right or
wrong,” nor am I for Israel above the national interests of the
United States of America. I am all for Zionists seeking material
support for Israel, but I cannot be for the Zionist methods of
inciting Christians to bloodlust, and of lobbying our govern-
ment to spill American blood for their cause.

Yet I realize that even in these things God is at work. He will
judge His people for compromising the Gospel out of fear of
unbelieving Jews; He will also use the U.S. and any other nation
to keep Israel safe until Jesus returns. Just as He used Adolph
Hitler to create conditions for the founding of the nation of
Israel out of compassion and even pity for the suffering Jews, He
will use the ungodly Jewish Zionists and Christian Zionists to
maintain that nation. But even if the United States decides to
withdraw support for Israel at every level, Israel will still stand
until the Lord decides otherwise. It is He to whom we must look
for Israel’s security, not to any nation.

Woe to those who go down to Egypt for help, and
rely on horses and trust in chariots because they are
numerous, and in horsemen because they are very
strong, but they do not look to the Holy One of Israel,
nor seek YHWH!

Yet He is also wise, and will bring evil, and will not
call back His words, but will arise against the house of the
evildoers, and against the help of those who work iniquity.

Now the Egyptians are men, and not God, and their
horses flesh, and not spirit. When YHWH shall stretch
out His hand, both he that helps shall fall, and he that
is helped shall fall down, and they all shall fail together.

For YHWH has said this to me: “Like the lion and
the young lion roaring on his prey, when a multitude
of shepherds is called out against him, he will not be
afraid of their voice, nor weaken himself becaue of
their noise, so shall YHWH of armies come down to
fight for Mount Zion, and for its hill.

As birds flying, so will YHWH of armies defend
Jerusalem. Defending, He will also deliver it, and pass-
ing over, He will preserve it. (Isaiah 31:1-5)

Christian Zionists are looking to “Egypt” (the world) and are
acting in fear and faithlessness; they are trusting in the worldly
strength of an ungodly nation to bolster the security of another
ungodly nation that persecutes believers in Jesus. Israel’s persecu-
tion of Jewish Christians may not be as severe as that suffered in
Arab nations, but the spirit behind it is the same. It is anti-
Christ. And the Zionism to which these Christians attach them-
selves is anti-Christ. Just as we could not be for Adolph Hitler,
we cannot be for any other ungodly element, including Zionism.

Believers in Jesus must not put themselves above the Lord
who Himself is not on Israel’s side except as it suits His purposes:

And it happened, when Joshua was by Jericho, that
he lifted up his eyes and looked, and, behold, there
stood a man over against him with His sword drawn in
His hand. And Joshua went to Him, and said to Him,
“Are you for us, or for our adversaries?”

And He said, “No, but I have come as captain of
YHWH’s army.” (Joshua 5:13-14)

God is not for Israel except as Israel fits into God’s redemp-
tive plan He will preserve her, and no man or devil can move
Him in either direction. It is time for believers in Jesus to
believe in Jesus and trust Him to fulfill His promises to Israel.

And what about God’s prophecy that the Jews will be driven
into the wilderness by anti-Christ for three-and-one-half years (Rev.
12:6-14)? Will Christian Zionists be fighting against God to pre-
vent that from happening? Or do they not want the Lord to return?

One final thought: it is believed by many that all or a vast
majority of Zionists are evil—even satanic—and committed to the
principles outlined in that infamous document, The Protocols of
the Learned Elders of Zion, which ostensibly outlines plans for
Jewish conquest of the world. The truth is that rank-and-file
Zionists are not so evil as they are convinced that the state of Israel
is the only hope for Jews to find security in the world. They do
not realize that there is no safety in this world, either for the Jews
or anyone else. The only refuge they have is their Messiah, Yeshua.

Our responsibility is to help the Jews come to that under-
standing.

But wait. We must also love the Arabs just as much, and
help them come to that understanding as well. Our love is for
men, not for nations, all of which are under Satan’s domain.
And although it may shock some believers to hear it, that goes
for the modern state of Israel no less than for Iran or Syria.v
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APPEARING ON OPRAH’S Lifeclass televi-
sion show in January, “Superstar Pas-
tor” Rick Warren (Oprah Winfrey’s

term) stated to the amazement of the pop cul-
ture goddess and her audience, “Do not resist
temptation.” Warren’s statement was made in
the course of his “Poker sermon,” in which he likens life to a
Poker game. That is, when we are born we are dealt a hand of
five cards that we have to play in life. Four of those cards we can
do nothing about. Those four are, according to Warren, 1)
Chemistry: our DNA; hormones; biology; health—your body; 2)
Connections: relationships, including family; 3) Circumstances:
“the things done to you, good or bad”; 4) Conciousness: the way
you talk to yourself—the way you think, feel, behave. The fifth
card is the one by which you can change the game; it is the Joker
or wild card: your choices.

In line with Warren’s Poker sermon, Winfrey responded,
“Pastor Rick says, “Freedom of choice is our greatest blessing,
but how we use it is what matters most.”

Winfrey appeared in awe of Warren, pointing out that
“Every Sunday, a whopping 22,000 people flock to his Saddle-
back Church in California to hear the man who’s been called
‘America’s most powerful religious leader.’” She is especially
impressed that, “With over 30 million copies sold, Pastor Rick’s
Purpose Driven Life is the bestselling non-fiction hardcover book
of all time,” second only to the Bible.

A photo of Warren with former president George W. Bush
is flashed on the screen as Winfrey says, “Counseling everybody
from world leaders to prisoners, he even delivered the invoca-
tion for President Obama’s 2009 inauguration.”

COMMENTARY
Rick Warren’s Poker analogy for life contains much truth,

particularly when he addresses the areas of our lives over which
we have no control. Building off those truths, however, he slides
into psychological integration, melding some biblical truth with
the pseudoscience of psychology, focusing on self-love and how
God allegedly loves all people unconditionally. Psychology plays
a large part in Warren’s counseling, with an emphasis on
change through mental effort rather than surrender to the
Word of God.

Warren does allude to Scripture on occasion, but only on
“safe” biblical passages that don’t offend anyone regardless of
their philosophy or religion. His main point in centered on how
to effect “change” in one’s life by self-effort—changing one’s “auto-
pilot.” This forms the basis for his advice not to resist temptation:

Now here’s a real important thing about tempta-
tion, and I’ve shared this with a lot of people. It’s
helped a lot of people. When we have a—when you
have a habit, or I have a habit that I don’t like, and I’m
being tempted to go to this habit over, and over, and

over—the key to changing a
habit is not to resist, but to
replace it; not to resist, but
to refocus.

If a guy’s having trouble
with pornography and he’s
watching TV, he doesn’t
just say, “No, I don’t want
this; I don’t want this.” He
just flips the channel.

The moment you
change the channel the

temptation loses its power on you. Do not—listen,
here’s a pastor telling you this—do not resist temptation.

Stunned, Winfrey replied, “Do not resist temptation!? Says
the pastor!”

Using one of his many clever turns of phrases for which he
is well known, Warren replies:

What you resist, persists. Because the whole time
you’re focused on it. What you need to do is just change
your focus, and this is taking your conscious and saying,
“I’m going to renew my mind; I’m going to think on
these things: whatsoever things are pure an lovely and
of good report. I’m going to think of good things.

Convoluting Scripture herself, Winfrey says (culling from her
younger days when she was brought up in a Christian home),
“And that’s how being transformed by renewing your mind…”

Warren: “By the renewing of your mind.”
So here is the man who has been referred to as “the pastors’

pastor,” and he does not understand these things (John 3:10)?
Warren’s advice might work for awhile, but it doesn’t result

in the renewing of one’s mind. It’s an exercise of the will, not
the work of the Holy spirit. Just because one exercises his mind
to change the channel (or focus on something else), doesn’t
mean the temptation will leave him. Anyone who believes that
is heading for a fall. That is not renewing one’s mind, which
Warren and Winfrey took from Romans 12:1-3:

I implore you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of
God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice,
holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable
worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing of your mind so that
you may prove what is the good, and acceptable, and
perfect, will of God.

TELEVISION
Rick Warren to
Oprah: Do not

resist temptation
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For through the grace given to me, I say to every

man that is among you, not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly,
according to how God has dealt to every man a mea-
sure of faith.

The apostle Paul contrasts being conformed to this world to
being transformed by the renewing of one’s mind. And contrary
to the pop psychology offered by both Warren and Winfrey,
self-esteem contrasts with verse three where we are told not to
think more highly of ourselves than we ought to think, but to
think soberly according to the faith given us by God.

All this is inextricably tied to the Word of God by which we
learn about God and what He desires of us. In other words, we
surrender our wills to the will of the Father, presenting our
bodies daily as a living sacrifice (Romans 12:1). This goes far
beyond mental exercises which at best may result in some
self-satisfaction (and self-righteousness), but in the long run will
prove spiritually unfruitful.

The Lord wants to change our hearts, not our habits; the
change of habits comes with the change of heart. And even then
it is often a struggle to maintain our walk with the Lord. This is
why He has provided His Word, His Spirit, and His ecclesia—the
Body of Christ—in which He commands us not to neglect our
gathering together.

It is foolish to think that we can “not resist temptation”
apart from the means by which the Lord has provided to us.
That may work on occasion, but it will not result in the transfor-
mation of our minds. And are we not told, “Resist the devil and
he will flee from you”?

Do you think that the Scripture says in vain, “The
spirit that lives in us lusts to envy”?

But He gives more grace. Therefore He says, “God
resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble.”

Therefore, submit yourselves to God. Resist the
devil, and he will flee from you. Draw near to God, and
He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you
sinners, and purify your hearts, you double minded. Be
afflicted, and mourn, and weep. Let your laughter be
turned to mourning, and your joy to sorrow.

Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and He
shall lift you up. (James 4:5-10)

The important thing in the case of Warren’s appearance
with Oprah Winfrey is that he is speaking largely to unbelievers,
including Winfrey who has vociferously denied that Jesus is the
only way to the Father. Thus, unless he is crystal clear that the
first step to wholeness is surrender of one’s life to the Father
through faith in Jesus Christ, any advice he gives will be received
in the humanistic vein of self-improvement.

Warren, like so many modern preachers, focuses more on
temporal feelings than on spiritual truth. Spiritual truth de-
stroys one’s self-image so that one may be conformed to the
image of Christ. Warren’s pop psychology approach seeks to
build up one’s self-image which can only interfere with what the
Lord desires to work in us.

Now, Warren did encourage the audience to read the Book
of John with these words:

Let me give you some homework. Oprah likes
homework. Here’s some homework.

You’re a product of your past, but you are not a
prisoner of your past. It has influence on you, but it’s
just one of the cards.

Here’s what I encourage you to do. Go get a Bible
and read the Book of John. Just start reading through
that book. And say, “Dear God, make Yourself real to
me; I want to know You.”

He will not say no to that request. And then say,
“God, here’s the stuff I’d like to change in me.”

And He said, “Well, let’s get to work.”
And He’ll start making those changes in you

through the renewing of your mind and His power of
His Son in your life.

That segment did not make it to the television audience.
One might say that Warren used his pop psychology as a means

to get people to read the Gospel of John, which is often used as the
first step in leading people to Christ Jesus as Savior. Perhaps that
was in intention. If so, it isn’t an honest approach to the Gospel;
it is an underhanded way to hopefully get people “saved.”

One problem with this method of using self-motivational
pep talks centered on self-esteem and self-love is that it taints any
understanding one may receive from reading those Scriptures.
Yet it is true that the Father can and may well use Warren’s
appeal to the Gospel of John to open the door of understanding
and salvation for some who follow his instructions. But it does
not validate the unscriptural ruse Warren constructed in the
first place.

As is often the case, God may use the devil’s deceptions to
accomplish His ends.

There is a dire warning God’s Word issues to those who
think He is on their side:

Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you,
because their fathers did the same of the false prophets.

It is a heady yet dangerous position in which to be when the
world applauds you. The world hates God and loves its sin; it
loves “affirmation” of its sick and sinful condition.

Psychological integration is among the greatest deceptions
that has entered into the churches. And while those who pro-
mote the ungodly integration of man’s false wisdom with the
Scriptures may think they are ministering to the spiritual and
temporal needs of their listeners, in truth they are leading them
astray in the way of Balaam to worship the false god of Self.

Do not love the world, or the things that are in the
world. If any man loves the world, the love of the Father
is not in him. For all that is in the world–the lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life–is
not of the Father, but is of the world. (1 John 15-16).

Our prayer for Rick Warren should be that he wake up from
his delusion and begin to proclaim the untainted Gospel of the
Kingdom and separation from the world system.v
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BILL O’REILLY, THE

most-watched cable
TV anchor man and

commentator, claimed on
CBS’s 60 Minutes that the
Holy Spirit inspired him to
write his latest bestseller,
Killing Jesus (Not to be con-
fused by the book of the
same name by Stephen
Mansfield).  Two of his pre-
vious books, Killing Lincoln

and Killing Kennedy, sold over 5 million copies and continue to
rank among bestsellers. O’Reilly hired history writer Martin
Dugard to do the research for his book to replicate Jesus’ return
to Jerusalem and His last days.

He readily admits that his is not a religious book, but is “all
about history.” And that is why, he says, Jesus is never called the
Son of God or Messiah in Killing Jesus. Rather, he took from
many secular and religious sources to paint a portrait of Jesus as
a “regular guy” who was killed because He challenged the money
sources among His people. He also admits that some of his “facts”
directly contradict the Bible, and he stands by them. Said O’Reilly:

All of the ideas come to me in the middle of the
night. And one night, I just woke up and it went,
“Killing Jesus.” And I believe, because I’m a Catholic,
that comes from the Holy Spirit. My inspiration comes
from that. And so I wrote Killing Jesus because I think
I was directed to write that.”

O’Reilly appeared on the September 29, 2013, episode of 60
Minutes to answer questions posed by correspondent Norah
O’Donnell, and give his perspective on the life and death of Jesus.

Norah O’Donnell: What did you find you think people will
be surprised to learn about Jesus?

Bill O’Reilly: That He was a regular guy, very afraid; very
afraid.

N.O.: What do you mean, “Very afraid”?
B.O.: Scared to die; scared to be put on a cross. And that He

got angry, and that He was a little violent. And that He was a
man.

N.O: Explain how He was violent.
B.O.: Well, He went into the temple and overturned those

moneychangers, He was absolutely livid. He was personally
insulted that the temple was being used as a place of commerce,
and not only that, but they were stealing from the folks.

N.O.: He was upset with people of His own faith.
B.O.: Absolutely. He was upset that the Jews were taxing—

overtaxing—and extorting the folks.
N.O.: And that story is important to tell, because it explains

why so many people wanted Him dead.

B.O.: That’s the crux of the Killing Jesus theme, is that there
was a reason He was executed, not that He was saying He was
God—droves of people said they were God—but now, when you
interrupt the money flow, now you’re into territory where they
gotta get rid of Him.

[Asked why he went into such gory detail to describe Jesus’
crucifixion, O’Reilly stated that “it’s important to understand
the brutality of that day, and what they did to this guy who did
absolutely nothing, and life is cheap.”]

N.O.:  You include two quotes from Jesus on the cross, but
not the most famous one: “Father, forgive them for they know
not what they do.” Why not?

B.O.: We don’t put in things that we don’t think happened.
N.O.: How do  know?
B.O.: Because you couldn’t say something like that audibly

that people would hear. He—you die on a cross from being
suffocated. That your lungs can’t take in any more air. You can
hardly breathe. We believe Jesus said that, but we don’t believe
He said it on the cross because nobody could have heard it.

N.O.: But Bill, you know what people are going to say: “The
Bible says that Jesus said, on the cross, ‘Father, forgive them,’
but Bill O’Reilly says that’s not true. So I should believe Bill.”

B.O.: Believe what you want. If you want to take the Bible
literally, then that’s your right to do that.

N.O.: But you use as your sources for this book the Gospels
of Mathew, Mark, Luke and John, but you pick and choose.

B.O.: Right, but that’s not our only source. We used Mus-
lim sources; we used Roman sources; we used Jewish sources.

N.O.: So is this the Gospel according to Bill?
B.O.: This is the best available evidence according to Bill.

We believe that the oral history in the Bible is largely accurate,
but we’re not taking it literally.

Asked, “What did you learn from writing this book?”
O’Reilly anwered: “The most important thing that I learned was
that Jesus of Nazareth was the most famous human being who
ever lived on this planet, and He had no infrastructure. And it’s
never been done—ever been done. He had no government; He
had no PR guy; He had no money; He had no structure; He had
nothing. Yet He became the most famous human being ever.”

COMMENTARY
In view of O’Reilly’s public statements, it isn’t necessary to

read Killing Jesus to know that it cannot be relied on as truth,
O’Reilly’s claim that the Holy Spirit inspired him to the contrary.

I have a problem with people who are so cavalier in their
attitude toward the Lord that they refer to him as some “guy.”
Beyond that, O’Reilly’s statement that Jesus was “very afraid” to
die does not jibe with Scripture. He knew His mission was to
die, and He faced it willingly. What He may have been afraid of
was the pain and suffering attendant to the manner in which He
knew He was to die. Certainly He did not relish the cross.

O’Reilly: ‘Killing Jesus’ inspired by
the Holy Spirit
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Although Roman Catho-

lic Church dogma insists that
the Bible is infallible and in-
spired by the Holy Spirit, not
all Catholics take it literally,
as evidenced by O’Reilly. His
statement that Jesus could
not have said, “Father, forgive
them, for they know not what
they do,” as Scripture states,
is disingenuous: He quotes
other words Jesus said while
on the cross (at least two
things, according to
O’Donnell). If it was impossi-

ble for Jesus to be heard because He was suffocating, how did He
say those two things? And how then can O’Reilly say He couldn’t
have said this most important thing?

Of utmost importance to believers in Jesus is O’Reilly’s
claim that the Holy Spirit inspired him to write things contrary
to what Scripture says about itself:

All Scripture is given through inspiration by God
and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correc-
tion, for instruction in righteousness, so that the man
of God may be perfect, thoroughly equipped for all
good works. (2 Tim. 3:16)

Would the Holy Spirit inspire anyone to write contrary to
Scripture which the Holy Spirit says is inspired by Him? Obvi-
ously not.

To believe otherwise is to deny the inspiration of Scripture,
which would imply only one thing: the Bible is nothing more
than a compilation of writings which are the products of man’s
imagination. Something believed by the atheists, agnostics and
leftist ideologues that O’Reilly consistently so well opposes.

Apart from the Bible there are no major historical sources
contemporary to Jesus. Therefore, for O’Reilly (or any of the
Lord’s detractors) to even believe in the historical Jesus they
must first believe the Bible’s account of Him. They may not
believe everything the Bible says about Him, but they have no
reason to even research other sources about Him without first
believing that He existed as a man as recorded in the Bible.

Add to this that if one goes to Muslim and Jewish sources
for information on Jesus, one is going to be given subjective
information that denies the Lord’s divinity and even much of
His history while on earth. Muslims consider Jesus a prophet of
Allah, inferior to Muhammad. Jews believe him to be the
bastard son of a Roman soldier.

There is a certain incongruity in O’Reilly and Dugard rely-
ing on such sources as these as objective, while choosing to view
the biblical accounts of Jesus as questionable, particularly be-
cause the Gospels and letters of the apostles are the only sources
of information on the Lord that are contemporary to His time
on earth. Later sources that sought to refute the truth of His
divinity should not carry near the weight as the Bible in deter-
mining the historical truth, let alone the spiritual truths relative
to His nature and walk on the earth.v

BILL O’REILLY

Obama’s Muslim Brotherhood
appointees

(Continued from page 5)

Democrat Leader Richard Gephardt to serve on the National
Commission on Terrorism. Gephardt withdrew his nomination
after a public outcry exposed al-Marayati’s extensive record of
defending terrorist groups. He continues to condemn government
anti-terrorism measures, blaming Israel for terrorism’s existence.

Mohammed Magid–Appointed in 2012 as one of several
Muslims to advise and teach CIA, FBI and DHS intelligence
and law enforcement officials at a two-day training program
titled, “Countering Violent Extremism Workshop for the Na-
tional Capitol Region.” Magid, an imam, is the Executive Direc-
tor of the All dulles Area Muslim Society (ADAMS), and
president of the Islamic Society of North America (ISNA). ISNA
is the largest Muslim Brotherhood organization in the U.S., and
a financial supporter of Hamas. As a side note, Obama sent his
senior adviser, Valerie Jarrett to be the keynote speaker at
ISNA’s national convention in 2009.

Ebrahim (Eboo) Patel–appointed in 2011 as a member of the
White House Office of Faith-Based and Neighborhood Partner-
ships. Patel is probably the least offensive of these Obama appoin-
tees, but he is said to have close ties to Hani Ramadan, the
grandson of Muslim Brotherhood founder Hasan al-Banna. Ad-
ditionally, Patel is a member of the Muslim Students Association,
which identifies itself as “a large Brotherhood organization.”

Rashad Hussain has revealed that Obama has called for
references to “Islamic terrorism” and “jihadism” to be expunged
from the official vocabulary employed by his administration.

Obama has refused to categorize the 2009 Fort Hood massa-
cre by Nidal Malik Hasan an act of terrorism, and maintains it
is unrelated to Islam. This despite Hasan’s yelling, “Allahu
Akbar!” during his rampage.

For believers in Jesus, the intrigue that continues to unfold
around the office of president in the United States portends ill. I
have often stated that Islam is God’s hammer upon the West to
bring judgment for its sins and rejection of the Savior to whom
our ancestors were devoted, at least in terms of adhering to
Scripture as their guiding light. Having rejected the Lord while
still claiming to be “Christians,” the majority of the West’s popu-
lation is now facing a formidable enemy through the infiltration
of Islam via immigration, proselytization, and intimidation.

The speculation that Barack Obama is a closet Muslim
persists, but, again, there is no empirical evidence to support
that speculation. However, there is much evidence of Obama’s
sympathies toward Islam and even Islamic extremism. With
three years remaining to his term of office, it would behoove
true believers in Jesus to be ready for anything. It may not be
long before it could be construed as a “hate crime” to witness to
Muslims. We’re already on the edge concerning witnessing to
homosexuals. And although Muslims may openly denounce
homosexuality, the common force behind both movements,
Satan, will use the dichotomy of those two opposing factions
uniting, at least indirectly, to persecute God’s people.v
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A wise son makes a glad father, but a
foolish son is the heaviness of his mother.

WHAT MAKES A person wise, and what makes a person
foolish? Scripture tells us, “Fear of God is the begin-
ning of wisdom” (Psa. 111:10; Prov. 9:10). So wis-

dom is directly linked to fear of God as a father. He is our Father.
A foolish son (or daughter) does not regard his father as one

to be feared. Nor does he regard God as one to be feared:

The fool has said in his heart, “There is no God
(Psa. 14:1; 53:1).

He is a fool who does not want to hear what God has to say.
And if he doesn’t want to hear what God has to say, he is exposing
an unbelieving heart—a heart that does not want to know truth.
He does not want to hear from the One who is full of wisdom and
imparts it liberally to whoever will ask for it (James 1:5).

Wisdom is essential to our walk in Christ. In regard to the
family, foolish children reject their parents’ instruction. Wise
children receive their parents’ instruction. And that is a type of
our relationship to the Father. If we are wise we will receive our
Father’s instruction from His Word. If we are foolish we will
disregard His instruction.

We might say we believe in God; we might pray to Him, call
Him “Father,” but it is our actions and our attitude that truly
demonstrate whether or not our faith is genuine.

We can give God lip service and do all the right things that
appear to other men as being holy, as being righteous, as being
true belief, but if in our walk in life we are not obedient to His
Word we are really demonstrating to Him that we don’t really
believe. James tells us that the devils believe and they tremble.

What good is belief without actions to demonstrate the fruit
of the Holy Spirit in our lives? It is He who must guide and
direct us. If we are wise we will listen to what the Spirit says. We
will receive from our Father the direction in which He wants us
to go, in spite of the pain that may come with it. In spite of the
difficulties that come, we will receive from the Lord what He is
doing in our lives. That is wise.

The world looks at this as foolishness because the proclaim-
ing of the cross is foolishness to the world. Why? Because the
world is full of fools who give lip service to God, and say they
believe in Him in one form or another, and yet do not live godly
lives. They have no desire to live a godly life.

The world is becoming more and more, day by day, perverse.
And we have seen the foolishness of man on display to an
incredible scale today. From those in the higher echelons of
government to the homeless man on the street we see rejection
of the Lord and of His Word. And yet they profess themselves
to be wise. But their wisdom is foolishness to God (1 Cor. 3:19).

It behooves all believers, especially the young, to do a study
on those two words. They would find that either they are wise or
they are foolish.

The Lord calls us to exercise wisdom in our entire lives—in all
our thoughts, all our speech and all our actions. Often we enter
into things without first seeking God’s wisdom. This can be in
relation to mundane things, too—everyday decisions we must make.
Because of our haste, our anxiety, our fear, we may neglect to seek
God’s wisdom as touching even the smallest area of our lives.

Every aspect of our lives should be surrendered to the will of
our heavenly Father, and then we can stand before Him as wise
and not foolish.

Here are a few Scriptures upon which we may ponder:

A prudent man conceals knowledge, but the hearts
of fools proclaim foolishness. (Prov. 12:23)

This might be tied to the Lord Jesus’ counsel not to cast our
pearls before swine (not to haphazardly dispense God’s truth to
those who will not receive it).

Foolishness is bound in the heart of a child, but the
rod of correction will drive it far from him. (Prov. 22:15)

This proverb sheds great light on the condition of society
that has rendered the rod of correction as abuse, threatening
parents with the wrath of government for attempting to use it.
Rebellion among the young increases with each generation that
strays farther from God’s Word. Wise parents will use the rod;
foolish parents will believe psychologists who tell them not to.

For the proclaiming of the cross is foolishness to
those who perish, but to us who are saved it is the
power of God. For it is written, “I will destroy the
wisdom of the wise, and will bring to nothing the
understanding of the prudent.” (1 Cor. 1:18-21)

The proclaiming of the cross is not just in relation to Jesus’
death as atonement for our sins; it is also the death of the
believer to this world (Mark 10:21).

For you see your calling, brethren, how that not many
wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many
noble, are called. But God has chosen the foolish things
of the world to confound the wise, and God has chosen
the weak things of the world to confound the things that
are mighty, and God has chosen base things of the world,
and things that are despised—yes, and things that are
not—to bring to nothing things that are, so that no flesh
should glory in His presence. (1 Cor. 22-19)

Why does God choose the weak, foolish and base things of
this world to oppose the evil of Satan and man? Because that is
how He receives the glory. Understanding that, we must make
up our minds whose side we want to be on. Do we want to love
the world and its foolishness that masquerades in prideful arro-
gance as wisdom? Or do we want to be looked upon as foolish by
them—risking the wrath of Satan and men, willing to suffer loss
but looking to God’s kingdom as our eternal habitation?

The choice is set before us.
Will we be foolish or wise in our decision?V

Proverbs 10:1
By Albert James Dager
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Portrait of ‘Jesus’
costs school district
$95,000

A PORTRAIT AL-

LEGEDLY DE-

PICTING the face
of Jesus was removed
from an Ohio middle
school after a lawsuit
filed by the American
Civil Liberties Union
was settled with the Jack-
son City School District
for $95,000.

The portrait had
hung in an entrance-
way’s Hall of Honor at
Jackson Middle School
since 1947 when it was
placed there by the Hi-Y

Club, a Christian service club that is said by the school to own
the portrait. The ACLU joined in the lawsuit with the Madison,
Wisconsin-based Freedom from Religion Foundation (FRF) on
behalf of a student and two parents who charged that the portrait
was an unconstitutional promotion of religion in a public school.

Phil Howard, superintendent of Jackson City Schools, said
the decision was made to remove the portrait because the
district’s insurance company refused to cover the costs for
litigation. Although the initial suit was settled in April, 2013,
the school continued to display the portrait in an art-storage
area and allowed it to be used at prayer gatherings. The ACLU
and FRF continued to pursue litigation which was recently
settled for payment to be shared by the two agencies.

The portrait in question is a print of the famous “Head of
Christ” by Warner Sallman, of which over half a billion copies
have been sold.

COMMENTARY
This story presents some good object lessons for believers in

Jesus, many of whom may have reacted in outrage at the gall of
a few atheists to assert their will over the majority of students.
There are a number of issues involved, which I suspect many
Christians will find disagreement with.

The first issue is that in a pluralistic society (we are not a
theocracy) all religions must be treated equally by the govern-
ment. This has not been a problem for Christians during most
of America’s history because the vast majority of citizens have
been at least nominally Christians. But the power of the mass
media and the infiltration of anti-Christ elements in govern-
ment—particularly the school system—have altered the game.
Barack Obama wasn’t entirely wrong when he said America is
no longer a Christian nation. Applying the loose definition of
Christian to mean a person who is named among the different

religious denominations under the heading of Christian
churches, one may make the argument that America always has
been, and continues to be, a Christian nation. But if we narrow
the definition of a Christian to mean a truly born-again believer
in Jesus, we must admit that America has never been a Christian
nation. It has been a nation of church-going people who hold
varying degrees of loyalty to the Lord. So why should we be
surprised when the world lashes out at anything that even hints
at righteousness in Christ, whether true or not?

The second issue is that, once a believer agrees to something
he must fulfill his promise. The school officials agreed to re-
move the portrait, but then continued to display it in a public
(albeit, less so) place, and to use it at public prayer meetings.

The third issue is that the faith of many has a price, in this
case $95,000. The superintendent and school board decided
that the odds of winning the lawsuit were slim. And in the
process, the costs and penalties of the litigation were piling up.
It was no longer a matter of right or wrong, but how much it
would cost to stand for what they perceived as right.

This poses a question for us all: how far will we go in
standing for what is right? At what point will we say that it’s not
worth the fight?

“He who loves father or mother more than Me is
not worthy of Me, and he who loves son or daughter
more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who does
not take his cross and follows after Me, is not worthy
of Me. He who finds his life shall lose it, and he who
loses his life for My sake shall find it.” (Matt. 10:37-39)

It’s easy to think we will stand when the day of testing
comes, but unless we are totally reliant on the Holy Spirit for
the strength to stand we cannot gain the victory.

The fourth issue is the portrait itself. Because the artist said
it is a portrait of Jesus does not make it so. There can be no
legitimate portrait of Jesus. The myriad depictions of Him born
from the imagination of men—even the most godly of men—
cannot be true renderings of His countenance. He can’t look
like all of them, so how can any of the artists say their imagina-
tion is accurate?

Please don’t throw at me pictures produced by those who say
they’ve met Jesus in person. Even they don’t agree on what He
looks like. Which raises serious questions as to the legitimacy of
their claims to have met the Lord.

There are good reasons that God forbade Israel to make
images of things in heaven or things in the earth. Men allow
their imaginations to run amok and begin to believe that those
images not only represent the real thing, they become the real
thing to them. This is true no less of “Christian” images than
pagan images.

Our hearts go out to the students, parents, faculty and board
members who have struggled through this difficult encounter
with anti-Christs. We cannot impugn their intentions, and we
cannot judge their hearts. We can only pray the Lord reveals to
them the truth of His Word, and that no image, even allegedly
of Him, is holy or worth breaking one’s word over.

It may well be His will that Christians continue to lose these
battles, if only so we may draw closer to the real Jesus.v
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The year was 1980, the day, Tuesday, December 23. My
print shop in Santa Ana, California, was going through
a rough time. I had bought the shop in January, 1980,

with the idea that it would be less expensive to continue the
ministry if I could do my own printing, and at the same time
make a living with printing as my counterpart to the apostle
Paul’s “tent making.” Well, it didn’t turn out quite the way I
expected.

The printing industry is extremely competitive, and the
technology constantly changing rapidly. It was that way in 1980,
and even more so now. I had put a lot of money into the print
shop—money I had gotten from selling some income property I
had purchased in 1971 in the Los Angeles area. But it wasn’t
long before that money was gone, and it seemed as if every day
I opened the doors it was costing me money.

Yet we prayed with our employees every day in my office
before going to work, and all our customers knew of our faith,
which a number of our employees shared.

My first obligation was to them, so I always made sure that
my payroll was met. I also made sure all my creditors were paid
on time. Some of my customers weren’t as concerned about
paying me, however. (One was a huge church in Anaheim; I
often had to go in person and wait in the office, sometimes for
up to an hour, for the pastor to sign a check.) After I paid my
employees, it didn’t leave much for me.

It seems that every time I had some money in
the bank, payroll tax time came and out it went.

I was just completing my first year in busi-
ness and, truthfully, on that day of December
23, we had just a few dollars in the business
bank account and virtually nothing in our per-
sonal account. One of our pressmen, Jesse, ap-
proached me that morning and asked if he
could get a $100 advance on his salary, which
wouldn’t be due until January 2. (I paid my
employees every two weeks on Fridays.) I didn’t
ask Jesse why he needed the money, but I just
didn’t have it. Can you imagine trying to run a
business when you don’t even have $100 in the
bank? I must have been out of my mind to ever

put myself in that position. And now I was faced with the
prospect of telling my employee that I had no money. How
would he and the others take it?

Anyway, something made me say, okay; I’d give it to him the
next day.

As Jean and I drove home, I pondered with the Lord how I
was going to fulfill that promise. I didn’t know what I was going
to do.

When we arrived home, Jean went to the mailbox. Among
the bills and junk mail was a small envelope addressed to “Mr.
& Mrs. Al Dager.”

Contained within was a “Precious Moments” greeting card,
unsigned, that said, “Jesus Never Fails.” And inside that card
was a crisp $100 bill. It was postmarked Dec. 22, 1980.

To this day we have no idea who sent it. But obviously it was
sent before I was even asked for the pay advance.

The next day, I gathered all the employees into my office,
and after our prayer time I told them what God had done. I
then handed the cash to Jesse, who just said, “Whew!”

I’ve kept that card all these years, and every once in a while,
especially when finances are low and we don’t know how we’re
going to meet our bills, I remember that particular day when the
Lord was so gracious to us.v

Our faded little card.
“Jesus never fails.”

You probably can’t even read it by now.

By Albert James Dager

There have been a number of times in my life when the Lord has demonstrat-
ed His grace in ways that are beyond human reasoning. Many would scoff at the
idea that miracles have ever occurred, let alone in this modern age. But there is
no doubt in my mind that the Lord is faithful, even when we are unfaithful, to show
Himself mighty in the midst of what seem impossible circumstances.

I have been reticent to share some of those testimonies of God’s working in
my life for fear I might be taken as prideful. But of late He has impressed upon
me that what He does for us doesn’t belong to us; His work should be shared for
the spiritual edification of others, both inside and outside the Body of Christ.
Some of the details may be a bit fuzzy, especially those that happened many
years ago. But the grace is still fresh in my mind.

This is the first among several testimonies of God’s grace at work in my
personal life. I pray it will be a blessing to you. Al
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Comment:
I have read your publications for many years and have

always found them enlightening. However, when I read the
article on James Dobson by Martin & Deidre Bobgan, I was
disgusted. Dr. Dobson has been used by God for many years to
encourage and help families from a Biblical perspective. The
article seems to attack Dr. Dobson for his psychology view-
points. Is Proverbs not the same teaching? Sorry to leave you
but can no longer support your ministry. Please remove me
from your mailing list.

J.V., Dulluth, GA

Dear J.V.,
The current article has more to do with Jim Daly's (and

thus Focus on the Family's) compromises with the homosexual
community since Dobson left than with James Dobson's
compromises in other areas.

We don't dispute that Dobson has taken a proper moral
stance in his work. But there is a difference between morality
and holiness. And there is a difference between psychological
teaching and Holy Spirit ministry. It is true that at times
Dobson has employed a biblical perspective; but many times
he has integrated human wisdom through psychological
counseling, psychotherapy and other ungodly means.

Our analyses are based on biblical truth. Dobson's compro-
mises with biblical truth and his reliance on human wisdom
are pointed out not to judge the man, but to help our readers
distinguish between man's wisdom and God's truth, even
when dispensed by Christian leaders. Dobson's ecumenical
position and cooperation with Mormonism and Roman
Catholicism for the sake of a common morality leads believers
to think that there is no difference, and that compromise with
religious deception is acceptable.

We pray for Dobson (and Jim Daly) that they will under-
stand these distinctions and turn from the worldly wisdom
that characterizes their work.

I will convey your sentiments to the Bobgans, and if they
care to respond to you they will do so.

We are sorry to lose you as a long-time reader. Should you
ever change your mind, we would be blessed to welcome you
back.

In Jesus' love,

Al

Dear Al and Jean,
A dear friend (true believer) from Romania showed me a

recent (copyright 2000) translation of the New Testament into
"modern" Romanian. We compared it with English versions,
such as NIV and NKJV. It shows the SAME corruptions. (e.g.,
Luke 4:4 leaves out “but by every word that comes from God.”)

There was a website for World Bible Translation, Ft.
Worth, TX. After much “clicking,” I found a statement from
Greg Mundis, Executive Director of Assemblies of God World
Missions, to the effect that there were 10 recommendations by
the World Evangelical Alliance panel in regard to translation
policies.

Clearly, this whole matter stems from the “Son of God”
TWISTING to “not offend Muslims.” THANK YOU FOR
EXPOSING THIS WHOLE, SINFUL CORRUPTION OF
THE HOLY WORD OF GOD.

Well, I “clicked” some more, and ended up at the Wycliffe
USA website. To my surprise, there was a one-minute video
regarding the “SON OF GOD” translation policy and the 10
recommendations of the World Evangelical Alliance panel.
However, they NEVER REVEAL WHAT THE 10 RECOM-
MENDATIONS ARE!

Furthermore, there was no hint of a (metaphorical) tear of
repentance that, perhaps, the translators have dishonored and
mishandled the Word of God. The wording was as “explicit”
as Pres. Obama & Hillary Clinton about Benzhazi: Bob
Creson, CEO and president of Wycliffe USA tells the video
viewer that (they) will work with their partner, SIL Internation-
al to “take steps to develop a plan to implement these recom-
mendations as soon as possible.”

After the video, the screen offered me three other videos to
watch (I did not) so that I could forget about the business at
hand and be impressed with all that they are DOING for the
Lord.

Do you plan to continue the subject in your up-coming Me-
dia Spotlight newsletters? I certainly hope so. I e-mailed Wycliffe
USA and asked them for a copy of the 10 recommendations.
Do you have this information? If so, I really would like to know
what the panel recommended regarding the changing of “Son of
God” and “God the Father.” What are the recommendations?

My Romanian friend knows enough English to have “hit
the ceiling” when he read a back issue of your newsletter that
exposed the Wycliffe translation into Arabic.

Most sincerely yours,
Z.T., Ashkelon, Israel

Dear Z.,
The ten recommendations of the WEA had nothing to do

with the translation, but rather technical issues related to SIL’s
protocols of operation. And that’s the point. They essentially
skirted the issue entirely.

I don’t know what the Lord would have me say further, but
I’ll be praying about it.

Lord bless!

Al
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TRIALS ARE TOUGH. No one likes them. But as long as
we are in this flesh we must go through them. Now, as
Al and I are going through difficult times, the Lord

has spoken to me about His grace. Usually when I’ve consid-
ered the grace of God, I’ve applied it to the precious gift of
salvation as we often sing of in the well-loved hymn “Amazing
Grace.” But the type of grace the Lord placed on my heart is
the grace to receive His will for our lives. I can’t pretend this
isn’t hard to accept. But when facing His crucifixion, even our
Lord Jesus prayed, “O my Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass
from Me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as Thou wilt.” (Matt. 26:39)

The beloved apostle Paul was given a “thorn in the flesh.”
When he prayed that it be removed, the Lord replied: “My
grace is sufficient for thee; for My strength is made perfect in
weakness. (2 Cor. 12:9).

This aspect of God’s grace has particular meaning for me
at this time. As some of our readers know, Al and I have felt
it necessary to downsize in order to lessen our monthly ex-
penses and pay off debt. The Lord blessed us with this home
for the past 26 years. It has met all our needs including
sufficient space for our offices. But we’ve known for some
time that, financially, we are unable to stay here. We’ve been
fervently praying, as have our dear friends, that a buyer be
found for our present home, but so far this has eluded us.

Part of the time I spend with the Lord is in reading various
spiritual devotions. Two messages of the late C. Austin Sparks

particularly spoke to me because of current circumstances. He
wrote concerning the sufferings everyone must endure in this
present life: “We must face the fact and we must seek help
from God, bearing in mind that we are going to have a path
of suffering if we are in fellowship with the Lord
Jesus.…Postponement or delay in settling that matter keeps us
all the time in that state of hoping and waiting for it to be
different, and, because the difference does not come, getting
downcast and feeling that all is wrong and that the Lord is
against us…thus giving all the ground that the enemy wants
for destroying our testimony… remember when we take this
cup of salvation …remembering the atonement which is in the
Blood …the cup does also speak to us of fellowship with His
suffering…”

Then as a follow-up message he wrote, “Now may the Lord
give us the grace to take our share in the sufferings as good
soldiers of Jesus Christ, to be strengthened with the grace that
is in Christ Jesus, to bear the testimony of the Lord.”

Of course there are always countless people throughout
the world who suffer greatly—far more greatly than this minor
concern of ours. Presently, as well as in past times, Christians
have undergone terrible atrocities for their faith. There are
brethren that we know personally, or know of, who are now
going through fiery testings and have suffered much because
of them. Yet they maintain true to their faith by drawing
closer to the Lord. They are examples to everyone who knows
them. We pray fervently for these brethren as well as for our
readers who write to us requesting specific prayer. Trials do
serve to strengthen our faith and draw us closer to the Lord.
May His will be done in all things. Most reassuring to our
faith is the promise of Proverbs 3:5-6:

Trust in the Lord with all thine heart; and lean not unto thine
own understanding. In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall
direct thy paths.v

   By Jean Dager
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